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LINE AT EL AGHEILA SMASHED

[fome defence responsibility.

fie Administratlon and Training Staffs attached
to Canada’s Reserve Anmy are highly appreciated by
fhese three leaders of the force on which there is a
Scattered across Can=
pda in armourles and drill hal's the A. and T. men
& Yiey are called by their feliow military men. are
uilding up a strong force made up chlefly of men

the Active Army. S8hown above are Colonel L. w.Ww.
Slack of Ottawa, Officer Commanding the 33rd Re-
serve Brigade Group, Major-General B. W. Browne,
Director-General of the Reserve Army, and Brigadier
K. M Perry, Deputy Director-General of the Reserve
Army at National Defence Headquarters

(Canadian Army Photo)

¥o for various reasons cannot ynmediately enlist in

~ MOSTLY WATER

. Cabbage contains from 10 to 15
unds of water for each pound of
matter,

Coming Events

-0
$Riverdale Christmas Concert,
Dec, 21st, 12-14-2i

“North Milton Christmas Cou-
rt, Dec. 22nd, 12-14-21-21

“Christmas  Concert
Bl Friday Dec 18th,

Vernon
12-14-1i

“Christmas Concert, Cross Roads
khool Dec. 18th., at 7.30 p.m.

8 12-14-1
“Christmas School Concert in
Kingston Hall Dec. 23rd.

fince in Millview Hall, 12-14-1

Poynal School Co;cert, Tues-
by, Dec 22, 12-14-14

haw School Concert. 12-

“Marshfield ~ Scheol ~ Concert,
Monday, December 21st.  12-14-18

~"‘Chrlsmms Concert Searletown
l, December 18. 12-14-11

“West Rovalty School Concert,
Nonday night, December 21st.
12-14-19

m;'()hr!s!mas Concert, Wheatley
l.116 Dec. 17, if not fine Dec.
ith, 12-14-11

m“Dunamrruage School ~Concert
o Marshfield Hall, Friday, Dec.
th, 12-14-17-21

“Reserve Thursday Dec. 17th,
¢ at Beaton's New Warehouse
nsloe Station, 12-14-1i

"Christmas Concert and dance
“ndal‘o School, Thursday, Dec.
i, Good tnusic, Hot Dogs.

> 12-14-1

""Firmers wishing to ship dress-
M hogs and sows sadvlsa PeGul-
B0 and Boyle, ¢ T

i"All'ew Dominion Variety Concert
| Alton Hall Thursday, Dec. 17th,
12-14-16

;'Cht‘s‘nns Congert in Vernon
tr Hall, Tuesday, December 22
12-14-18

| YBorden 177,

d e Shipping Club

! "’%hoas at Albany every Tues-

g Mucklng if road stili open.
cKay, Secy. 12-12-31

.. it i
Note date changed Mt SAlblon
18 1

L Iitmas Concert, Dec. :
oy Saturday, o 12-14-1

'““’tlger [Rlver Starch Factory
Do 1T 5 se %
R '

Oonicert, 1n W

h eatley River hall,

| ﬂlmd 1t not fine the follow-
5 12-14-11

» " ——

iriemas ~ Goncert,  Hartsville
aturday, December 19. If not

onday, 12-14-18-19

""Buying 1ive

and dressed chick-
ind fowl everv Wednesday. Pay-
to e?; 3 Nov

s 0P Markef
e River. © "% g 6.8 M-tt

Tookfield Contert, December
12-12-16-21

" —————
e ReServe Dec, t-
toncert {n Ustnﬂsst n‘:ﬁ. e

> 12-7-12-18

g PRI
’P.easnnt Valley, Sund e

2nq

12-14-2i |

YReserve Monday, Dec. 28th for :

110 Dead In St.
John's__l'!gstel Fire

ST.
ing the

broadcast from the K.
warning of a disastrous fire t
to hospital, burned and maimed.

The

enjoying the regular weekly frolic, when the fire
structuré and burst from doors an
that towered into the sky. Scores were
death in the mad scramble to reach the exits.

Late tonight, authorities had
either civilians
Information is be
been notified, it was learned tonight,

Some
“seemed
10

‘have be

“Reserve December 1040!‘2 ?2‘}"1 Ilhe entire structure was flaring.
Many Trampled to Death

The terrified dancers
| force uil&n-th“;:y;géx!.!
{ ex rTOm
snar puilding. As they fought to | quiet wegk-end at Summerside

shaped
reach sa

were knocked

beneath
Searche.

when the fire was controlled, found
a hor:ibly tangled pile of bodies
! inside the ma‘n doorway.

claimed

At Ot

nounced
ing the

or and
scene.

Says

minutes
Lifc-ts of firemen probably
have been futile even if help could

Of the dead, 69 had been identl-
fied tonight,
many so
unrc{:'znmuble, had not yet been

{ster MacKenz ¢
statement express
the reative,

aze.
Navy Minister Macdonald also an-

Navy was taking & tiand in reliev-

Boston Offers Ald

m Bo:
agmf a similar tragic fire at the
Cocoanut Grove night club, word

fered to rush
lasma by lenne to treat the badly-
B'Aju.red e

(Continued on page 9, Col. 2)
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In Building

TORO!
Phelan,
Knights
commentin
their hostels at St.

night whi

last io]

104 lives, sald here tonight, “there

doesn't seem to be any

the very, very
“There w;reﬂ -,

building and fire

over ﬁfe place,” said Mr.

who added

By C. E, A. Jeffrey, Canadian Press Correspondent)

JOHN'S, Nfld, Dec. 13—(CP Cable)—Cries of “fire” punct'unt-
foot-stirring rhythms of an old-time barn dance tune in a
of C. Hostel Saturday night brought the first
hat wiped out 110 lives and sent 102 others

servicemen and their partuers
roared through the
d windows in huge columns of flame
trapped inside and crushed to

hostel was crowded with 500

released no names of the victims,
or servicemen, of whom there were a large number.
ing held up until it is known that next-of-kin have

Col. Ralston
in Province

eyewitnesses sald the fire|
to do its dreadful work ing
" They agreed that
would
time, befcre

en  caded in

tried to

War Situation Last Night

——

(By Kirke %\ Simpson, Associated Press War Analyst)

While the battle lines in Russis, Africa and the Pacific area except
New Guinea remained virtually static last week, Allled success in mus-
tering air power in French Africa for the fight for control of the Sicil-
ian Straits assumes major importance. That Hitler is taking risks in
Russia to regain air control of the central Mediterranean discloses his
own apprehensions,

A week ago all reports from Tunisia agreed that Nazl alr power,
most of it rushed from the Russian theatre, was a dominant factor in
stalling the Anglo-Americen advance on Bizerte and Tunis. Within
seven days that handicap seems on the way to being overcome. The
same sources tell of clouds of Allied planes including close based
fighters pouring in,

- L L] * . L]

Events are quickly verifying the prediction of Lt.-Gen, Henry W.
Arnold, chief of United States Army Air Forces, during the week that
Axis air superiority in Tunisia could and would be promptly overcome
despite serious logistics problems,

And a decisive Allied victory in the battle for air control of the
Sicilian Channel, in Arnold’s opinion and that of British military au-
thorities, could settle the question of superiority not only in that theatre
but over all Europe,

L . . L] L]

There 1s strong evidence that lack of air power withdrawn to Africa
is seriously hampering Nazi defence efforts in Russia. It is not only
air fighters to shelter counter-attacking tanks and foot troops that are
lacking there, but air transport to maintain winter contact with ad-
vance fortified zones, dangerously exposed to Russian encirclement.

L] L L L . L]

It is primarily on air transport, on huge multi-engined troop and

cargo craft that Hitler is relying now to hold the Tunisian foreland

to brace Rommel in Libya against a clearly-impending rencwal of
British attack on the Agecila narrows, Day after day official Allied ac-
counts tell of these troop and cargo planes shot down.

To meet that peril and the close threat of complete Allied air con-
trol of the Sicilian Straits and all it implies with his “wasting asset,”
as Prime Minister Churchill termed the Nazi German air force, Hitler is
being . forced to a grim decision. He must contract his front somewhere,
somehow—and soon. He must choose retreat in Russia or from Africa.

One Dead In
'Halifax Fire

News Briefs

MOSCOW, Dec. 14 — (Mon-
day) — (AP) — Powerful and
repeated counter-attacks by ‘a

HALIFAX, Dec. 13 —(CP)—One

against Gen. Eisenhower's Anglo-American attack in the west and x\lsoJ

pritish Subs In Daring Mediterranean Raids

AfricanfBound‘
Axis Ships Are
Sent To Bottom

Daring Raids Made
On Shipping Inside
Enemy Harbors.

LONDON, Dec. 13—(CP) — Bri-
tish submarines stalking Italy's
coastal waters have sunk two more
African bound axis ships, including
an armed merchant cruiser, scored
three hits on others in a convoy
only 30 miles from Naples, and sunk
two other supply vessels off Libya
where daring raids were made on
shipping inside enemy harbors.
The spreading submarine cam-
paign in the Mediterranean was
announced by the admiralty follow-
ing disclosure Saturday of the
shelling of the Italian coast, the
torpedoeing of four troop or supply
ships and destruction of a mer-
chantman and an anti-submarine
.Ic,]l}lxvpv by submersibles of the Royal
One of the most audacious perfor-
mances was turned in by ;)e sul;-
marine which surfaced at Beurat
El Hsun, about midway between
:‘:éz';olblwgnd Ilsl Agheila, and dam-
g ancho:

with shellfire red Axis suply ships
At Ras Ali,

b another Libyan -
ch%xage. a submarine tgrped:epd
m}nilalg: I;p b;‘lx-gves laden with am-
or Fie]

mel’s Africa Corpélzd Masstial, Rom-
3200nm1'111235 eGalsl}.r of Sirte, Ras AN s
o ?‘ghe)ila. of Tripoli and near
“Further successes are

l;gm:ml; Majesty's submarineruepggg(-l
fting in ‘e Mediterranean against’
Arﬁe emy’'s supply lines to North

"’I(“ha' & communique said,

o e:se are in addition to success-
H actions announced in an Allied
0rces communique of Saturday.

Head
Dies In_@me

“considerable force” of Axis body, as yet unidentified, was
soldiers south of Stalingrad |found here today in the ruins of
were_hurled back Sunday, the |two staff houses of the -Anglin
Russians announced early to- Ncreress  Construetion  Company,
day as the Red Army drove |nfaritime Limited, destroyed by

foreward its twin offensives
which in 25 days have cost_the
Axis nearly 250,000 men Kkilled
or captured,

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS,
NORTH AFRICA, Dec, 13—(CP)—
Enemy efforts to infiltrate north
and south of Medjez-El-Bab were
repulsed and Allied advanced for-

fire Saturday night.

Police said they were checking
on the identity of the body, so
badly burned recognition was im-
possib’e, as well as the cause of
the fire that levelled the hcuses,
sleeping quarters for the wcrkers,
and two adjacent buildings

The fire started just as the

at ~ | workers were returning for their
cesNoonducdRpE rolsainhé)‘lgquggg_ evening meal and raced rapidly

ward areas _\'estﬂ'da?',
ers communique said today.

MF,LB()URNE,__KUSTRALIA,
3— (CP) —Allied and Jap-
anese air forces were reported

through the buildings, all of purely
woden construction. Domage was
estimated at between $65,000 and
$75,000.

through the

Canada's Minister of National De-
the L- J

fence, Col Ralston 5"0‘“1{‘1

e
arrived Saturday night with  his |
private secretary, James Wel's, for—l
merly of Albe:ton. Col Ralston
represents Prince County in the
House of Ccwrynons.

Yesterday morning the Minister
attended services at the Baptist
church. Later he was guest at
dinner at the officers' mess at the
Summerside airport.

Today he will inspect small plants
doing war work in Stynmerside
and the site of the dehydration
plant now under construction. At
noon he wil. speak at the regular

men and women alike
down and suffocated
weight of bodies.
their way in

fety,

the
s forcing
69 Identified

while the other 41,
‘erribly burned as to be

weekly lunchexl)n of the dRotélr%’
xpres mpath Club in Charlottetown and a
Exprosita STmLaTY o'cloeck in the afternoon inspect

the aimy camp at Beach Grove.

Tuesday the Minister will visit
an airport which is being enlarged
and a wireless schoo! erected. Late

tawa tonight, Prime Min-
King lssgﬁd ’x;

ing sympathy fol
' and !grlends of those

v injured in the |in the day he will leave for Hall-
‘§1h° weh ‘kllad o fol {fnx to continue a tour of the Mari-
times. —8.

that the Royal Canadian

Destroyer
Penylan Lost

LONDON, Dec. 18 —(CP)— The

distress by sending a doct-
two nursing sisters to the

ston, scene two weeks

nad offer-

gmussshm’nxagra;rr%%‘-‘trled med- Admiralg; iténl'ht an;our;;:g the
5, loss of the destroyer P:nylan.
ml% r\ggiﬂ%e‘}'&tﬁ}ia&? Mayor of-| A brief Alim'ralty communique

described the Penylan as cf the
Hunt class of destroyers but did
not give dstails of her siak'ng or
the number of casualties.

supplies of blood

also offered the ser-

of Dr. Charles O. Lund, Bos- :
‘&‘;\“CIW Hospital expert on burns | (The authoritative Jane’s Fig-t-
w0 treated victims of the night |ing ships dces not list e'ther the
==~ | penylan or the Hunt class, indicat-

ing that an entirely new class of
destroyers has been pit into ser-
vice by the Royal Navy.)

4 Exits

trading stiff blows in New Gui-
nea today as heavy tropical
downpours slowed land oper-
ations of Australians and Am-
ericans hacking to pieces the
remnants ¢f the trapped and
dwindling enemy at Buna,

LONDON, Dec. 13—(CP)—A
Fighting French spokesman _said
tonight that Hitler has ordered
Pierre Laval to conscript 400,000
French workers to go Ger-
many, promising iii return to free
an unspecified number of French
prisoners of war.

See Hitler With Bad
Case Of The Jitters

Discarding Experienced Generals For Yes-Men
Who Will Follow His Hunches.

IS PROMOTED

MONTREAL, Dec. 13 — (CP) —
Sqdn. Ldr. K. R. Patrick, a na-
tive of Saint John, N B, has heen
promoted to Wing Commander, it
was announced by R C.A F. offic-
fals yesterday

At 27, he bectmes one of the
voungest men in the R.C.A.F. to
attain the rank He is Chief Tech-
nical Officer at No. 1 wireless
school here.

L]
Editors: Louls P. Lochner, a vet- cross his path jars his overstrung
eran of 18 years exeperience in|nerves.
Berlin where he was Associated Gen. Franz Halder, the dis-

placed chief of the Army Gene:al
Staff, and Marshal Walther Von
Brauchitsch, dismissed.as the Armmy
Conanander-in-chief a year ago,
were unweicome bto h'm because
they dared warn the great super-
generalissimo. So he seems decid-
ed once and for all to surround

Piesg Correspondent until Germany
declared war a year ago, analyzes
the changes in Hitler's high com-
mand in the following article.)

By Louis P. Lochner
Associated Press Staff Writer

HIBBING, Minn., Dec, 13 —(A
P)— Hitler is having a bad case
of nerves.

That is the outstanding impres-
sion one gaing from his sensation-
al shakeup of the Geiman high
comman

hunches and follow him blindly.

even started because

He can stand only “yes men”
around hm. Anybody who dares

(Continued on page 9, Col 1)

himself with men who endorse his

Gen, Kurt Ze'tzler hitherto has
given no prcof he can do_better
than hig predecessors, Gen. Ludwig
Beck, who resigned before the war
he felt Ger-
many was licked from the word

ROME (From German Italian
Bioadcasts), Dec. 13 —(AP)—Very'
Rev. Vladimir Ledochowski, 78,
general of the Society of Jesus,
(The Order of Jesuits) died shortly
l(:}e{ore 7 p.m. tonight in Vatican
ity.

Tl for some time, Father Ledoch-
owski recently was snoved from a
nursing home to his own residence
in Rome adjacent to Vatican City.
The last sacrament of the Roman
Catholic Church was administered
when it became apparent there was
litt’e hope of his recovery from an
operation for an abdomninal ab-
scess.
Father Ledochowski was nera
of the Jesults during both thgeel"lrs:
gxlretat War and the present con-
ct.

Allied Secret
Weapons Will
Startlg__{xis

RANDOLPH  FIELD, Tex.,
Dec. 13— (AP)—Lt.Gen, Henry
H. Arnold, chief of United
States Army Air Forces, said
today “we have a secrct weap-
on or two up our aerial sleeves
that will deal paralyzing blows
to our enemies.”

Morcover, “entirely new ‘bat-
tle-wagons’ are on the way,”
- he reported, and recalled that
he already had said the pres-

ent-day big hombers of the
B-17 and B-24 type (the Flying
Fortresses  an Liberators)

“were perhaps the last of the
‘small’ bombers ”

Addressing graduating class-
es of four army flying schools
—Randolph, Kelly, Brooks and
Hondo Fields—Arnold epitomiz-
ed his disclosures with this
statement:

“We'll soon put on a special
demonstration for Hitler and
Hirohito, We don’t think they
are going to like, it either.”

He d'd not amplify his re-
ference to secret weapons but
it was made in connection with
his discussion of new bombers
and of present fighters and
bombers “steadily increasing in
range, speed, firepower and
bomb loads.”

The standard .50-caliber

the army

CENTENARIAN DIES

SACKVILLE, N B., Dec, 18 —
(CP)—Mrs, Bilas Jomes, who cele-
brated her 100th  birthday last
September 17, died today at her
home after a week's lllness. She
was born at Upper Sackville and
llinl"n her dnueh“ :rhu (othe o\l’gee;t
ving gradual e former -
eyan Female Academy, later the
o | Mount Allison Ladies College and

s all [now the Mount All'son school for
Phelan, | Girls, Among surviving relatives is
he would have no fur- fa daughter, Mrs, Ella Baines, widow
t until he received ad- |of Rev. Ernest W. Balnes, residing

NTO, De. 13—(CP)— Phil

National Director of the

of Columbus army huts

on & fire in  one of
John's

Nfld.,
h claimed at least

reason_for
heavy loss of life”
four exits in

g Dec. 24th, not fine Satur-
12-14-11

ther
ditional
John's,

information - from 8t [in Sydney, N 8. a son, Juynes,
s . dlives in Ottawa.

g

Jin the Host of Home Bakers who -

085

hine guns of

planes are ‘“terrific weapons
of aerial destruction” and one
of the outstanding successes of
the war, Arnold sald, but they
will “seem like peashooters com-
- pared with the firepower that
we are puiting Into our newest
big ships.”

New developments in cameras
and photogranhic technique, he
said have resulted in increas-
ingly-effeetive photographic re-
tonnaissance on the corahat
fronts—“our pursuit planes can
take good nictures at 300 miles
an honr, from 30,000 feet, ac-
cura! - enough  to show wup
ind" a1 railroad tles ™

8th Arm y In
New Drive
Westward

First Time British Have Pushed
Beyond El Agheila.

(By Stephen Barber, Associated Press Staff Writer)

CAIRO, Dec. 14—(Monday)—(AP)—The British 8th
Army has resumed its big western offensive and driven
l\"larshal Erwin Rommel from his strongly-held bastion at
El Agheila, and the Axis forces in Libya are in flight to
the west, it was announced today.

. ADVANCE ON NEW GROUND

. The British forces, smashing toward Tripoli and Tun-
isia to meet Allied forces driving eastward from Algeria,
th_us for the first time in the fluctuating campaigns in
Libya have pushed beyond El Agheila. The Axis twice be-
fore has halted its headlong flight there, rested, and
thrown back the British.

An announcemeni said:—
. “Rommel has been driven out from his strong posi-
tions at El Agheila and is in retreat to the west.”

NAZIS REPORT DRIVE

The announcement was the first British confirmation
of German broadcasts Saturday that the British 8th Army
had begun its expected offensive against Romme] at El
Agheila.

Later the Berlin rxadio reported that the British
forces had penetrited positions “far to the south” in the
El Agheila line. '

Rommel thus was fleeing once more from the stand
he had taken last month after being pushed bhack 700 miles
from his deepest thrust into Egypt at El Alamein.

The first Intimation of the Bri-
Report 100 Nazis

tish offensive which began in Oct-
ober and cracked the Alamein pos-
Killed In Paris
LONDON, Dec. 13—(CP)—The

itions came from the Germans, as

did the first intimation of the new

British move against—El Agheila.
Moscow radio sald tonight thet
more than 100 German Officers
and men were killed when a time

The 8th army struck inst
Rommel while the British ls?:g:rmy
and its American Allles were re-
pulsing German tank -and infantry
bomb exploded in the Rex Theatre
in the evard Montmartre in
Paris
LONDON, Dec 13— (AP)-—Am-

attacks Saturday in Northern Tun-
erican flying Fortresses have scored

isia.
400 Miles From Tripoli
The Aghella battlefront, from the
their most telling blow in the Tune
isian “battle of the supply lines,”

coast of the Gulf of Sirte to im-

passeble salt marshes, is less than
setting aflame an area 10 blocks
long and two blocks wide in the

400 miles from Rommel's main base
dock and warehouse district of

at_Tripoli.
passable und in the

Tunis, North African dispatch

disclosed today. R

Aghella area funnels dewn to s 40-
(Continued on page 9, Col 2)

Enemy Destroyer
Sunk In Solomons
By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER -

(Associated Press Statf Writer)

WASHINGTON, Dec, 13 — (AP) |
American dive-bompers and war- |
ships sank one Japanese destroyer, |
damaged at least four others, anu |
presumably ki hundreds of |
enemy troops, the navy department
reported today, when e Japanese |
undertook last week another des-

A SNOWBALL 1S
JusT A BUNCH OF

perate sally to strengthe their

xo{)oes %nm(tzuadalcixlla.l glslznnd.. el SNOWFtA‘(E$ !
ne |

wOue United States torpedo  boat “THAT MADE |

Whether reinforcements aot-

ually reach the enemy - held
northwestern hump of the Island—
where the Japanese have been
virtually isolated since early Nov-
ember — was not known here, a |
naval spokesman said.

A huge United States troop
transport with 4,000 men aboard,
the former 21936-ton liner Pre-
sident Coolidge, hit a mine and
sank in the South Pacific but all |
except four were saved, the navy
department announced Saturday. |

By-Elections
Expected

OTTAWA, Dec. 13—(CP)—Early
action by the Government to fix &
date for by-e'ections in Selkirk,
Man,, and Humboldt, Sesk, s ex-
pected this week, primarily to
make 1t possible for John Bricken,
the newly elected er the
Prokgremve-Cmaervltlve .Party to!815 p.m.

se -

mm? at in the House of Com SUNDAY s“ww'w",
It would take about 40 days from (May 3 r‘:l’ D';;,o“. :el
the time the date is named to hold ﬁ““ .¥° entine 10.15 s
these by-electicns, and it would et v
appear that Mr. Bracken Is unlike- 4

High tide this afternoon at 500
and tomorrow morning at 48

and rises tomorrow morning
B'%’"un moon Dec. 23, 10.03 a.m,

than Charlottetown. vt
CAR FERRY SER
DAILY EXCEPT SUNUAY

1y to have a seat in time to take DAILY AIR _SERVICE
his place as Leader of the Of‘ic'al (EXCEPT SUNDAY)
Opposition when Pariiament me:ts reid
Jan, 27. / Charlotetort ton

In that event it 1s expected 'hat
Hon_ R, B. Hanson, who has been
House Teader since the 1940 Gen-
eral Elections, will continve in
that capacity until the new leader

arrives, 545 p. m, 105 p. m.

Sun sets this afternoon at ”1'2

Summerside tide 18 minutes later

From Borden—Leave 9.05 am.
1140 a.m. 200 pm., 430 pm. 7.00

pam..
Leave Cape Tormentine — 10.30
am, 115 p‘.:l. 308 pm., 545 pm

eave cl:-sli,louetown 830 A m
, m., 4.30 p. m.
’2)33.11.“’ Charlottetown 1 p. M.




