TESTC SUENGE

An Excellent Paper Read by.W. R. Campbell, M. A. Princi-
pal Truio Academy at the Annual Session of the Teach-
ers Convention Last Week,

Educstion is something more tban the
th;'ee R's of ‘school work. It is mcre ttan

pooks and school books are but the means

of handing down the acentulated wealth |

of the past. The aim cf Education is two
fold. (D) the imparting? of knowledge and
[I the development of all the ian.t>
qualities and facul:ies of the child and
the fcrmation ofcharacter So as eventually
togive to the world a fally developad
iatelligent man or wcman, one fitted to
take his or her place in the comwunity,
self dependent, active, with true ideas of
ife and ocur relations to life. The sphere of
Education is to give knowledge and power
or p'rhaps better to give meither know-
ledge nor power but ecitizenship through
poth. It includes every duty of mau to
man in his social, religious, political, and
pusiness relations, It should maks for
character, for ideal citizemship, for the
highest type of social living. It has to de
with developing miands and intellect.a
minds with their growing likes and dis-
likes; pinds with their growisg tead-
encies to good and evil; minds free to
choose the good or the bad. In our modern |

system of Education with cur many and }

excellent text books and our well defined
courses of study I fear that the true aim
of Education is sometimes lost sight of.
We endeavor to - teach tthis subject
or that subject or some other subject to
crowd into the minds of our pupils the
conteunts of a course of study aund ever-
look the fact that it is the child that is to
be developed, trained, a child whose
character is to be formed, whose future
destiny is largely in eur hands. Books and
courses of study ars bat means, and very
often but a small pirt of the means ‘which
a teacher should employ especially in the
training in our lower grades. Some one
has said that the pupil is not a blank book
in which to deve'op a system ofknowledge |
but a living organism that must assimi-
Jate its food. Here is cne of the great
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mistakes we make,especially ne'w teachers,
the efforts to cover a course of study
) against a future examination. In order to
bring abcut a proper development or
proper training the teacher must not r -
.main coatent with books alone, he must
_bhave access to all nature. As teachers we
should never forget the fact that before
us are ar2 hungry minds and restloss
bodies{longing to ba satisfied,we must also

of application, the ability to “‘stick to i.”
in any marked degree. It is only bylint r-
esting them,by leading them step by step,
that we can develop this power of
application until eventnally they become
‘“habits of life.” Hence the need of interast
in schocl werk.

Mental studies alone fail to bring about
a full or proper development, we see this
in the student of mature years who shuts
himself up to his books, we soon have a
one sided man. Iu the child the rame is
‘true excepting that they are wiser than
we and secure out of school much of that
training which -hould be syst.mt,ieally
‘giveu in school.

They teach a.child to thlnk withonb
acting, one part of the ochild is being de-
veloped to the neglect of the other. The
child to be properly developed must be
taught to do as well a8 to think. The
hand must be taught to carry out what
the eye observesiand the mind suggests,
We learn by doing. By this observing,
reasoning, doing, the child is taught to
think well and to act well and the result
is the harmonious development of all the
faculties, ‘mental, moral, physieal. The
learning of any good thing and the en-
deavour to apply it carefully to thought
and conduct,has a good effect in character,
it strengthens it, and refines it. Educa-
tion begins with life and only ceases when
life ends. The period of school life so
called should not differ in its widest sense
from the period that goes before or t,‘hat
follows after, our whole life should be one
of thinking and doiog. The period of
child life is preeminently of this class.
Observe a child, you will find that he is
always active, busy, listem to his ques-
tions and you will find that he is think-
ing, many of his questions are notthe
meaningless prattle of the child. His
life is as real to bim as ours is to,us. His
game-, his play, bis house cf blocks, are
a'l real things, his joys and his sorrows
are as real as ours only less lasting. It is
in these very activities of the child that
our hopas lie. Itis here.that the founda-
tion of Kindergarten is laid. Kindergar-
ten has for its object the training and
eduecating of the child through his senses
and by means of those objests and
materials with which he is familiar. It
is briefly speaking,directing his play so as
to make it 2 means of training, a gradunal
lcading from the known and the familiar
ts the unknown. By laying a proper
foundation in kindergarten work the
whole after education of the child be-
comes much easier DuringZthe period of
school life proper this idealof an all round
training is almost entirely lost sight of.
It is supposed to be the period of thcught
and study, unfortunately itis too oftem
the period of loitering, of growing re-
pugnance to bocks, of mental inactivity.
Emerson said books are only good as far
as the boy isready for them. He some-
times gets ready very slowly. You seni
him to the latin cliss but mueh of his
education com:s from the shop windows,

‘{ He hates his grammar and loves his gun,

fishing rod, and horse; well; the boy is
right; and you are not fit to direct his
bringing up if your theory leaves out his
gymnpastic training. Archery, cricket,
fishiang rod, gun, boat, borse, are all educa-
tors.”

In other words a proper training must
be an all round training, one’ which ap-
peals to the better instincts and nature of
the child and prsduces a harmonious de-
velopment of the whole being.

The pariod of school  life should be as
active as any period of our existence.
The best endeavours of the teacher should
be put forth, to stimulate an interest
in enry&&g and through - this
interest:* - she development,

- We teach of asy sub-
we use these things% train | s
the whole being.

AsIsaid the foundation of eduecation
lHes in the kindergarten metheds. It is
the natural development of the child. It
should be followed up with different
forms of practical hand and eye work in
all the grades, systématie, graduated
eduecative throngh.

It is with the object of furnishing a
thorough praetical training topupils that
manual training and domestic science are
now being given a prominent part on the
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remember that they have not the power |

toevay"mﬁr “boys wood and tools;

We have nct advanced the pnce '
of our tobacco.. ‘Amber smoking )

Renrd!nn bome-t!c Sclence as part of
school work let e say a few words. (1)
It is intensely useful and practical. (2)
It is educational, (3) It appeals directly
to every girl (and hence is stimulating.)

(1) Whaat in all the education of our girls
is more imp:rtant than that they should
knoew something of the home and the
cares of the home, how to sew. mend, cut,
and wake simpla garments, that they
sbould know something ‘of the foods that
suppaor: our bodies, how best to buy these
faods, what foods are the most economical
and at the same tims best adapted to the
support of the body, how to prepare, cook
and serve such foods, what foods
are most nourishing and  what ones
least nourishing why some foods
are better cooked in one way,
others in another. Then there is the
care of milk, butter. cheese, water, ice,
meat, etc., and the frequency with which.
these are advlterated become means of
travsmitting disease. Equally important
is the subject of heating, lightiag, pro-
per ventilation, general hygiene. Then
thereris the selection and care of elothing.
How if not through the schools are our
children to g:t a proper knowledge of
these things.

The suhject of household economics too
is & question that is of the utmost im-
portance to every one of_us. At the
present time the cost of living is iocreas-
ing with alarming rapidity, while im
many cases the income has not increased
atall. Inthe United Stutes the cost of
living from Dun & Co’s., reports has in-
creased 407, within the last three years.
In Canada from statistics reeently, quot-:
ed in the House of Commons the increase,
bas been 159,. This is well within the
mark. If this be true, and it is true then
the schools have a new problem before
them, namely the study of the care of
living so that there may be a proper
rated between iocome and expenditur:
the practical study of the economics of
household science.

Another fact equally potent confronts
us. As the present time over 50 9, of our
girls leave school and go directly iato
teaching or into shops or offices as book-
keepers, typewr.ters, Seamstresess, or in

U2 some one or others of the many posi-
tions opening up for women, and never
know anything of home work or home
life uatil they return to’ homes of their
own. (How then are these girls to get
any idea of the science of household iife
or the economics of houssheld work unless
it is made pirt of their schoel work.) The
rasult is that many of our young women
enter on the duties and responsibilities of
life fitter for almost anythiag else than
for general ‘housekeeping and with a
knowledge of almost anything else but
household science. They have not been
taught these thimgs in the homes as their
mothers were, becauseitheir time was
given up to school work, music, etc., and
whenschool days were over other matters
claimed their attention. Does it not
seem a little strange that we should spend
somuch time in ~geemetry, algebrs;
geoeraphy, etc., and yet not spend even,
one hour a week in teaching our girls
needle work, or domestic economy.Would
there not be just as much education and
much more practical good done by if some
thet:me werespeninteaching the of girls

sewing, mending, cutting,fitting,cooking,
heating and ventilating of houses, "select-
ing of goods, setting of table, etc., and
would'not such a training be of the
gr.atest importance in its effects in the
future homes of many of our children.
Art, science, literature, everything must
bow before the genius of the woman who
has the art of good home making. Again
this work is educational. None eon the
course more s0. Take for example the
work and the methods of concucting the
work., Some particular group of foods
e. g cereals is to be studied. The
lesson may be wheat. Tae plant is first
studied in its babit of life and growth., In
this we have nature study. The chemical
composition of the food, here we have
chemistry, then comes the careful
measuring, mixing, chemistry and
physics, then, and by no means the least
imporiant, the effects of the foods upon
the body.

The mathematical side of the work
must not-be forgotten. Each -girl must
compute the cost of each particular dish
on the basis of the market value of ;the
material used. Pupils sre requirad from
time mﬁmeto make drawing of roots,
fruits, plant.s, animals, showing different
cuts of meat, short sketches of their
work must be written occasionally thus
,saipg in their general cemposition.
Accuracy and thoronghness are the
too. great pringiples. of:such- work. The
mbst marked de-
i ~at the present
tl% Every thlng used in a uctice les-
son munafbe acturate ‘  eare-
fully mixed, the result clearly obsehed
and the reason for everything explagned
There is no chance work, no luck. A child

household work as ia compating ap ex-

ercise in mathematics. By this means the

child is taught aecuracy, neatness, obser--
vation, carefulness of detail. Hand; eye

and mind, areall occupied aad ara ail

workiog in harmony.

Has it occurred to you that of all our
members the haad is the mes: baily
trained. Itdoes our bidding the poorest.
Did any ever try to saw a baard perfectly
straight, throw a stone, trim a hat. neat-
"Iy ¢ut o garment ortry to- make your left
Baud do'wha; your right hes been in the
hsbibddoing. If s3yorn will havz some
° bow- your hand does what the.

nhdm or the eyesmta be cor-

reet
is pdutt.hnﬂ,ltgives traln-
appsals t3 the child. The

Miﬁﬂw itasascience and itisa
mmm of all ou

must kaow that a little tos much or too |:
little isas fatal to. the best Tasults’ in |

the Lord L’eut.-General and Governor of

four years ago. This commission held
sittings in Dublin, London, Birmingham,
and half a dozen other centres in B:itain
and several placesin Sweden aund Den-
mark. Taeinquiry was the most exhaus-
tive ever made into aay place of educa-
tional work.

The report says “We may at once ex-
piess our stroag conviction that manual
and practical instruction ought so far as
possible to be introduced into all scbools
where it does not at present exi-t, and

that in those =schools whers it
does exist it ought to be
dargely  developed and extended.

We are satisfied that sueh work will not
involve any determent to the literary ed-
ucation of the pupils, while it will con-
tribute largely to develep their faculties.
to quicken their intelligence and to fit
them better for their life work, We think
it very desirabie that cooking, laundry
work, and domestic science. should be
taught as far as may be found practicable
in girls schools,needle work 'should contin-
ue to form an important element in all
schools for girls.

Some of our reasons for coming to the
above conclasion are the followmz. The
present system which consists largely in
the study of books is one sided in its
character. Itleaves some of the most use-.
ful faculties of the mind untrained. We
think it important that children should be
taught not merely to takein knowledge
from-books but to observe with intellig-
ence the material world around them
thas they should be trained in babits of
correct reasoningon the facts observed,
and’ t,hgt they should even in school ae-
quire some skill in the use of hand and
eye to execute the conceptions of the
braio, -

Such training we conaider valuable to
all but especially to those whose lives are
to be mainly devoted to industrial arts
and occupations.

We have been told over and over azain
that the introduction of practical training
has contributed greatly to stimulate the
intelligence of pupils, to increase their ia-

terest in school work, and to make school
work brighter and more pleasant, asa
consequence the attendance is improved,

children remain longer at schoel, and
much time is gained for the ‘purpose of
Education.

‘We inquired if the literaryside of schocl
life had suffered. The uniform answer
was that it had not.In some cases we were
assured that they had been positively im-
proved. The concensus of opinion by man-
agers of schools, Inspectors and pareuts
that the value of Primary Education has
been greatly enhanced by the change,

The concensus of opinions as given by
the differént head masters is summed up
thus. - It makes the children alert; it
makes them niore. intelligent, itis entirely

ting off with guess work, it cultivates the |
power of 1apid oburvnkm skes t.hq

let one quote a few lines from the report
of the Royal Comimission ‘appointed by |

Ireland whose repor:; was published about |

a training of lntellfgenoe, there is mo get- '
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children from the very: first attach great
importance: to exactmess, it 2oes to
develop the inventive hcul'y, it is af
relief to the childrgn by varying ‘the
‘nature of their school werk, refreshed and
brightened by it, they have greater zest
for their book work, it has been found an
effective ckeck in nervousness, it gives
a dull -child -the chance of getting on the |
same plane with smarter children, and
thus gives o dull children a useful incen-
tive to exactness in other work of the
school. It is popular with the sehool.”
Prof. Campbell then gave an outiine of
the method of conducting tte classes,
cost equipment and cost of maintaining
such a school. He also spcke of the rapid
advances made in this work in the publie
schools of Nova Scot.aduring the last two
years.

In reference to cost he said that outside
the teacher’s salary, the cost of a. Domek-
tic Science School would be for equipment
$125, and for material 25¢ a year per pupil
would be sufficient.

Ih speaking of equipment, he said that
a foundry man of Nova Scotia was so’ in-
terested in the work, that he has offered
to donate a range suitable' for the work,
to every sehool started in Nova Secotia.
He also faid that ‘shortly before leaving
to attend the Convention, he mentioned
the fact to this same foundry man, of
being invited to come to P. E. Island, to
speak on Domestic Science, and he was
authorized to say that the same offer: 'Was
open to the first school of Demestic
Ssience started in P, E, 1.2

from P. E. Island wished .to take
training course in Damestic Science;gis
by the Truro School, - that they wonld
admitted for a time on the same ter
as students.from Nova Scotia, viz:
tuition.. The oply expence attending
course would be board and cost
material usedin the course.

FOURTEEN MONTHS IN BED.
“ Lcy g Period of Suffering of Mr.
han at Last Brought to -a Bappy £
rermiann. :

GELERT. Ou:r., Sq:t.mtb {Special).—
Samuel Kernohan, of this place, was 1
up for over fourteen moanths. He was vy
iill and five doctors mw him w;t, ,
auy improvement in his ﬂfomm con
dition. Three of the doctors said be
“Floating Kﬁuy" and ° that -noth
could cure him. The other two sai
was “Spinal Disease,” but' agréeb
the others t.hat his case was a.‘ af
incaraple.. !
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 then felt as well as ever
. | worked almosti Y fay sino
that is over seven years ago.”

The further interesting annomncement | §
L was made by Mr. Campvoell, that- if ax
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