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Myra’s Sign.

m‘l LULU JOHN SON, ~
.mm,ma. 208, by the Assoclated

Myrs came to the Gcorway of the
80d house and looked wistfully across

1| the fields. Far to the southeast a faint

plume of gnoke showed a bit of rolling
groungd; and, pxcnnns she was able to
dificern a toy, train making its progress

‘toward the west. T'hree puffs of white

steam sprang from in frent of the cab,
and presently there were borne to her
ear three faint blasts of the whistle in
fit proportion to the absurdly diminu-
tive appearance of the locomotive.

She slipped the big white apron from
Her trim. waist and waved it above her
Bead. Then a single short blast of the
(whistle nnnoulcod that her signal had
been seen,

Presently thie train vanished into an-
other cut in the rolling prairie, but
Myza did not return to her work. She
remained leaning against the rough
hewn doorpost, looking out acroes the
dreary waste of land.

When summer came and the waving
grain covered with its velvet pile the
gentle undulations, Myra liked to pre-
tend that it was an ocean across which
her ship would presently come sailing
to its Haven of gFood hope. Dimly
egainst the southern horizon # line of
purple against the blue of the sky
marked the commencement of the foot-
hills, but to the north, east and west
as far as the eye could see there was
only the relling prairie.

Myra hated the 1ow, flat surface even

in the summer, when the ecean of
grain concealed its nakedness and gave
the suggestion of & mystic ocean, and
in the early spring, with its brokem
murface and the brown grass of the
fallow fields, her seul revolted at the
Nery sight of the ground. Yet-nowshe
leaned aguinst the doorpost and looked
across the brown earth to where she
knew the single dine of the railroad
an. ; \
In the leng suimmer days she had
two yisits from Jim Purdy, for then
it wan gtill light enough when he came
past at-6 to wave g signal and to re-
ceive the answering toot that was to
be heard only when the wind yas
from the south., ‘At other times only
the puff of steant from thc whistle told
of the signal,

These wers abouf ﬂio ohly ¥isits
Myra received. Robert Sackeit was a

close grained, self contained egotist,

and young men were not made wels
come at the Sackeif quarter section,
Pundy had come in spite of the surly
lt'zuption he had received from the fa-

er of the girl he loved. There had
been long calls on pleasant summer
nights and plans for ;what they would
do when Jim should have completed
his probation as engineer and should
be given a regular run.

Mjyra had promised to marry him
when @1l this should: come to pass.
They svould live at the end of the
‘division, where they was a town of
10,000 inhabitants and where the
dreary monotony of the plains was
broken by the close proximity of the
mountains, Yet when Jim bad come
to claim her hand, aglow with joy over
:his promotion, sho had drawn back.

. “I.can't leave dad,” she explained
simply. “Mother told me to take care
of him, and I promised her that I
would. Promises to the dead can't be
‘broken, Jim."”

'\ “But she didn"t mean that you must
‘spend your whole life and give up
jyour own happiness just te make Mr.
Sackett comfortable,”” the man denied.
“She didn’t mean that, Myra. She
.only meant you were to look after him
fn & way. Yeur pa would be juot as |
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§ there was only the

well satisfled with & hired cook.””

Myra shook her head in nentlon

even while she knew that what Jim
said was true. In the summer when
the crops were in there were half a
dozen men to cook for, and from mora-
ing until late 1n the night she tolled in
the, hot kitchen, .In the winter Sackett
ispent much of his time in the nearest
town, some elghteen miles away, leav-
m‘ Myra alone in the homestead.
' It was of these things she thought
as she looked out across the billows of
‘unlovely earth and wondered If per-
haps the sacrifice was not in vaim. It
was much as Jim had sald—Robert
Sackett would be as happy and as
'comfortable under the ministrations of
a hired housewife.

Day after day she had stood In the
doerway after Jim's train had passed,
wondering if perhnpl she had not
made more than the sacrifice that her
mother had demanded and weeking
some sign by which she might be
guided. No sign came, however, and
'y prospect ef
an unending' roond"of drudgery, ‘with
no compensating words of thanks and
affection.

Her hands clinched as she t
of the last two years, those ¥y in
which she might haye been. Purdy’s
wite, when she might have exchanged
the dreary reund of the quarter sec-
tion for a cozy home in & town where
the Rockies towered ahove them and
€11 was not flat and deadly, monotonous
of outline,

She gtill.stool iliera @s the Tamiliar
team attached to the heavy farm wag-
on crept over the edge of the nearest
billow of earth. BSackett, in the driv-
er's seat, gave no heed to Myra's sig-
naling, but drove stolidly on until at
last he had turned into the home in-
clogure and lumbered down from the
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lut. tossing to Myra a mgh ot,lw
addressed n Purdy’s familiar
llndwrlﬂnt

oIt was late when I got through lait
night,” he said sheepishly as he te-
moved with care a demijohn from the
wagon box and took it into the barn.

Myra nodded understandingly. Ital-
ways was late when her father con-
cluded his simple business errands, too
Jate to make it warth while to get back
to the homestead that night. He salved
his conscience with this time worn
fiction and spent a roisterous might at
the Eagle hotel. She left him to put
up the tired horses, while she hurried
fnto the house te read her letters and
prepare dinner.

Her soul stirred at the thought of the
drudgery before her young life for the
sake of a man who left her alone in
the sod house while he spent the night
dissipating in town. Jim’s pleadings |

were hard to resist, and as she tucked |

the letters Into her workbox she pmyed
for a sign for her guidance.

When Sackett came in dinner was
smoking on the table, and he pulled up
his chair with a grunt of satisfaction.
Phe meal was enlivened by no gossip
of the town. Sackett ate in stony si-
lence, now and then, regarding his
daunghter from beneath his bushy eye-
brows. Myra's hands clinched under
the tablecloth as she noted the sign.

It was a certain indication that he
had to confess some indiscretion which
he knew he could not conceal from her.
The last time it had been the loss of
the market money in an effort to beat
a card sharper at three card monte,

Sackett carefully finished off a sec-
ond helping of pie, but he did not push
back his chalr as a sign that he was
through. The wrinkled cheeks red-
dened under the tan, and his eyes grew
small and cunning.

“I got to go to town again tomor-
row,” he announced. “I met the Wid-
ow Lusk, and she says she'll marry
me. She don’t think it right that you
should be left alone so much with ne
mother to look after you.”

“Are you marrying the widow oa my
account?”’ asked Myra coldly.

“The widow is a fine woman,” de-
clared Sackett, a twinkle of apprecia-
tion in his beady eyes. “Of course I'll
admit that I kinder like her, but she's
right when shke says you're left too
‘much alone. I'}} drive in tomerrow and
bring her out.”

“Pll go in with youw,” anmnounced
Myra as she gathered up the plates be-
fore her and rose from the table. “I
was praying for a sign, but I didn's
think that the Widow Lusk weuld be
the sign.”

“Sign for what?’ asked Snckett curf-
ously.

“A sign that it would be right for me
te marry Jim,” explained Myra. ‘“He
wrete the other day that any time I de-
clded to say ‘yes’ I only had te build
two bonfires where.he could see them
and be in town the next night when he
pulled the eastbound overland over the
division, I'm going out to'fix the fires
now so he'll be expécting me tomor+
row.”

That night the passengers on'the
eastbound overland sprang from their
seats in alarm as the whistle shrieked
demonlacnuy and then they briced
“themselves' for the shock of the colll-
alon which never came. They could
‘not know that the young engimeer had
received a sign from Myra and that he
knew that her slavery was at an end.
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New York Fish Ads

Comsignments Solici frompt. Ret

John Dais Go.

(Incorporated.)

107 Fulton Market
New. York

Wholesale Commission
Fish Dealers.

FISH

Bass, Smelte andEeIs,opcciallie

—All cor promptly-answer--
cd. Sten cils sent on application,

S.B.WILEY & SONS.

Boston, Mass., Fransfer Agents
References, Greenwich Bank, Trust
America, orany wholesale Fish house
the United ncs
28drm8m.

B. £, Willis

Wholesale Commission Dealer
IN
Smelts, Eels and Quahaugs,
Guarantees good prices and prowapt
returns.

142 Fulton Market, N. Y.
11 16dmwirmiZwptl.

Chesebro  Brothers

Wholesale Commission Deal-
ers and Shippers,

FRESH FISH

Smelts, Eels, Lobsters and
i Frogs are Specialties.
No.l FultollFlsh Market,New York
Ca ents - solicited.
16-23dmrwirmqmpd,

WV O

©p13 mwfrm2mpd.

7 <~ FIRST OF AL ¥077770

FRAN

Fresh and Frozen Fish

Wmter Specialties,

5 B. ?lLEY & SONS Transfer Agents

HIGH GRADE

COFFEE

Waat Ht Samp: “Mother
never made such
delicious coffee as this’’

WaaT Sue Satp: “Mother
never used Chase &
Sanborn’s Coffee.

“ That's why.”
w'g—- 5.
1
4

&

e —__

A.W. HAFI

No 12 Fulton Fish Market New Yors,

FRESH FISH, LOBSTERS
SMELTS, EELS, &c

Consignments solicited and prompt returns made.

Send all stock in care of S, B, Wiley & Co; Boston Mass
1-4dmwfrm 12w References - Anv Wholesale Houhc L

Robert W. Cole

Sticcessor To

ABRAM LYON CO.,

WHOLESALE

COMMISSION FISH ~ DEALER

150 Beekman Street

Consignments Solicted.
S. B, WILEY & SONS, Transfer Agents Boston
11 »-I3dmw(rm6wpd

.
New York Fish Ads. o'
v Tolishermen Fish Dealers:--Kindly fava?
ync LO us with your name and address so that w@
®9may from time to time mail you informatiod
: of value,

To fishermen. It may seem quite | All correspondence answered, prige
new that there are ways of handling | Lists, Shipping Cards and Stencild
fish on Commission different or better | sent ou demand.
than you have experienced. . We are established 45 vr \us
TRY US.Our careful attention lSh and rcfer you for standing t
acd hnndhng prompt rsturns Dunn’'s Mercantile Agency, Bri
and results reached; not to speak sireets or the Market and
of the itemized und satisfactory account ] Fulton National Bapk, or any w].r»l@
sales will be revelationato you. Our place | sale dea]er in the bw,musn
of business is the finest in the city,

g@~Send for our *“Custom’'s Tariff on Fxsh" Booklet, containing valuably
information for Fishermen. AL

11-6dr3m, 18 Fulton Fish Market, Ne\v Yorl{

Wholesale
Commission
Dealers

NEW YORK

Prompt Returns

Ship yoursmeltsand eelstothis Frmabove all others

BECAUGE Mr Meigs personally hamdles all consignments and  guaraniees
DAILY RETURNS. El‘he highest possible prices always paid. i
All Freight and Expressage Quaranteed,

S. B. Wiley & Sons - Transfer Agents, Boston,

CHAS, C. Meigs &Co., 109 Fulton Market, New York Cxly

H. M. Rogers @ Company

Wholesale Fish Market, New York
Wholesale Commission Dealers

——ALL KINDS OF ——

FRESH FPISEL

10-28dmwlrmigwpd

George T. MoonCo.

(Successor to oon and Larphear)
Wholesale Commission Dealers in and shippers of all kinds of

Fresh Fish, Lobsters, Etc,, Ganadlan
“Smelts And Rels A Specialty .

2 Fulton Wholesale Fish Market, NEW YORK
Established 50 years
Careful personal attention given te all Canyignments,
11—16dmwirm3mpd

— ]

CALEB 'mLLv SEABURY HALLY
K CO

\‘\ holwnh Cominission Dealars in all Rinds of

Fresh And Frozen Fish

14 Fulton Market, NEW YORK
H

L
*

~1ldm gz frm 12w pl

THE HUGH STOCKER CO

| Who lesale CommissicFish Dealers
‘114 and 115 South St., Fulton Market, \ev« \mL

miCold Storage ompremises, Cousignments solicite

Smelts and Eels é, Specxalty

pt Returus

11-1rdmwirmiaw

CIS

E DDE AL.ER

NOYES

L ES AL I~

144 Fulton Market, NEW YORK
Snelts and Eels.---Summer Spcmamu Clams.
MRETUWRMN
Boaton



