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Faris than
watch the children at play,

HII¥RE is no more charming way to spend a Sunday afternoon in
to loiter through the Lpxembourg Gardens and to

One could faney one's self transported back to the time of the
childhood ef our grandmothers, The French children play decorously, pret-

tily, and their games

are of a simplicity suggestive of the dainty souvenirs

of the children of 1850 or 1860 in our own country, to be found occasion-

ally

of M

in Godey’s Lady's Book and other journals of this period.
From 2 to 5 o’elock on a Sunday afternoon the

gardens of the Palace

ie de’ Medici presont the aspect of a. small carnival, The cateh-
penny booths presided over by {he
and lace and ribbon caps presont their most alluring aspect

typical old women in zephyr shawls
The coun-

ter is spread with the tough gingerbreads, the cornucopias of bonbons, the

s of sw

j

with or without sleig!
rackets, shovels and pa

ects and n few of the fruits in season.
with the fascinaiing implements of play—hoops of

The sides are hung
all sizes, horse lines

Is, 211 kinds of balls hung up in a “flet,”
toy balloons, and the few other simple amuse-

ments which present to the little French child the possibilities of a mad

whirl of pleasure.

Early in the afternoon the children arrive, sinzly ‘with their parents

or their nurse, but often in squaeds of
from the convent where they undergo the proc

There is a mellow old story of an English
his charges for an outing into the country.

fifteen; m:

aled by two sisters
ss of education.

oolmaster who brought
No sooner had they arrived

upon the site selected for the day's plessuve than the master addressed

them thus:

w, boys, I've brought you out here to enjoy vourselves, and if

vou don't enjoy yourselves in less than no time I'l1 give you all a thunder-

ing good thrashing.”

The quickness with which these little kiddies from the convents set

about their play sugpests sometimes

a similar stimulus. They cast them-

eelves upon the nearest henches, unpack their toys and off they 8o, roll-
ing their hoops, skipping thair ropes, tossing their balls or pairing off

ipto couples for a game of rajuette.

HE children are happy in Paris
—that is an undoubted
There is no lack of amusement
for them, the gardens the
eity are their demaim, and th

fact,

find pastimes and treasures of al! s,

For the favored of fortume—for tws
“riches—the Champs FElysees iz the
playg: T - Lest  approciated. Thers

you see heautifully dresced tots playing

with the earth with thelr littls gloved

hands, the small giris racing their
hoops, but always careful not to dis-
turb the harmony of their frocks or of

curly locks., The ‘chevaux de

or merry-go-rounds, are taken
by assault, and future soldiers of the

French army there take their first rid-

il
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Such are the simple outdoor pleasures

of the well-to-do chiliren who are daily

to be seen disporiing tmemselves in the

but there are othars
iers exrensive amnd yet perhaps
mors sought after, zuch as “Guignel,”
the popular entertainer of the .ittle
worid. All day leng ‘‘Guignol” {s crowd-
some segted.on the

Champr FElysees;

avest

od with apectators,
Httle lzerrr'iié- for which a very mod:rate
chargs is made, walle others who have
ot (ho wherewithal tu entsr the sacred
precinets stand outside beyond the 1opes
that serve as a boundary to the minia-
ture theater, The entertalnment offered
is of the most varied order and givas
pleasure to both young and old. You

can hear the shouts of happy . laughter
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But  Dbesides the

there's the Tuilleries close by, the ren-

Champs

dezvous of all the schoolboys, who finl
there wide spaces in which

noisy games and run rices! The fayor-

to play tlieir

ite game of the Irench schoolboy
“les barres”—It is warfore in miniatore,
where. two opposite camps face oacl

other, meet in deadly combat. malko pri:-
oners and bring to this mimic battle
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head” has to be repeated by its body.
and the poor little *“tail’’ has to display
agllity
want to be caught by its enemy.

much and skill if it does not

Games of Grace.
The ‘‘volant or battledore and shut-
tlécock is  one the favorite
games. of French childrgn, .and they

acquire surprising skill in lightly
throwing the winged projectile from

of

bat ‘to bat. “Les craces” well de-
serves its name, for can there
be anything niore graceful than the

sight of two prettily dressed mites, with
thelr arms extended, cach
stick, with which they endeavor to
catch and throw back little velvet cov-
ered hoows. This very old Franch game
is played every afternoon by many littls
French girls in
and avenues,

holding a

the fashlonabie parks

The Gamins in the Stveet,

In the streets of Paris chil'lren's play
still goes on in spite of the restricted
space. A very popular gan for the
Parisian “gamin” s called “Jo bou- -
chon,” ang the stakes, we regret to say,
are real pennles. The ‘“bouchon' or cork,
which is the target, is set up on the
sidewalk, the pennies are placed around
it, and the purpose of the game is to
&nook it down by means of small round

"S&lll %/k_jpﬁ’r/— “

~the top square is called ‘‘heaven’
and the bottom square ‘‘hades,” Hop-
ping on ona foot, the players have to
push a small, f
to square, but mus
“hades.”

disk from square

manage to skip
over If by misfortune

disk falls into that fatal place, there
it has to remain until jcined by an-
other unlucky one, which will pive
freedom to the little player and per-

mit him to at last reach “heaven"

and rest.

On the wider strects, the boule-
vards, “sabot” reigns supreme,
This name is given to a wooden top
which i{g spun by means of a little

the

whip. The “‘sabot™ is lightly planted
in the earth, the whip is quickly
rolled round it, and with a s

twist of the hand it is set s

The

children m to take especial

ht in wi

ipping the ‘‘sabot” up,
tter of pride w 11(1 them
hg

1

to keop it .o longer than it of
thelr playfolio

Thus th: Iit'!a French children
disport thom it 1 spend the
sunny hout n air, -in tha
parks, on thic houlevn in the wide

take

streetg, of whicli they seem to

entire poss 1 But when the rain
falls and wve perforce to re-
main indaoc what are their favor-

fte amusements? The girls scem to

o g i e
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~ Ing lessons. The ‘‘chevaux de
the deliglit of tin little ones,
the older child. 'n deign to patronize
them. Great is their pride when, in
splte of the fiery ardor of thelr steads,
they succeed {n threading over the
ll)l){i!l(lll'n swords with which they are
provided a long line of rings ¢ fully
caught as they race by. All honor to
the most successful! A sugar stick is
awarded to him and he then knows (he
first glories of triumph.

Goat and Donkey Rides,

Close by the ‘‘chevaux de bois” are
the little carriages drawn by goats, the
equipages most loved by the Parisian
Lables. Their older brothers and sisters
are provided with little donkeys, gaily
harnessed, on which they take long
rides beneath the chestnuts of the ave-
nue,

Little wooden

bois' are
and cyven

tallg filled with can-
dies, cakes and toys afford still more de-
light to the children, Truly, the Champs
Illysees muay be sald to be thelr pari-
dise—nothing iy wanting to bring joy to
thelr hearts, 'rom the skipping rope with
which they perform feats of skill known
as ‘“doubles” ana ‘“‘vinaigre,”” to the ljt-
tle pall which serves to make inaumera-
ble rews of *‘petits pates” (liltle ples)
beloved of children all the world over,

When 6 o'clock comes merry groups of
lttle Parislans surreund the ‘mar~
ohiand des gaufres," whe fAnds it hard te
satlefy the wamereus demands of his
eager little customers with his ket su-
gared wafers,
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and the loud plaudits of the
spectators from afar,

Guignol is, in cffect, our Punch and
Judy show, but so developed, so imag-
inative, as to quite outclass the clumsy
efforts of that well-loved pair of byagone
days. All praise for the ingenuity of the
proprietor who malics the dialogues and
manipulates the play h

Sometimes a little old man with a harp
furnishes the and plays
overture, after which the ensuing silence
to which

vouthiful

orchestra an
is broken by a loud
the children respond:
invited, a little puppet stage manager
makes his appearance, and in a thor-
oughly professional manner announccs
the title and character of the picce to
be presented.

There is a logical plot, somathing quite
hemely, such as the summary ejection
of a tenant who refuses to pay his rent
and whose goods are conflscated by the
proprietor after much publicity and a
good dedl of. struggling. $

There are stlil mone temptations in the
shape of ths wares carried by the ‘‘mar-
chands des ballons” pacing up and down
the paths frequented by the beribbo:iod
‘“‘nounous” and their little chargea, who
Baze with wide-open, longing eyes at
the gally colored balloons, ths wind-
miis, the thoy sunshades and the little
TReghanickl teys that are eften (he
bandiwerk ef the ‘‘marchand”’ (micr-
chant) h!l?self.

apping,
“Intrez."
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all the ardor and courage of veritable
warriors

“‘La balle au chasseur” has also many
adept Any number ofchildren can
join in jt. - One of the players throws a
bali at another, but the ball must
strike him on the back; the one who ro-
ceived the ball must pick it up and run
until in his turn he finds an opportunity
of hlliing one of his comrades, who thea
takes his place. The games’ of “‘cache-
cache' and *‘chat perche’ are but a va-
riety of “tag"” and_are mostly given over
10 the younger oncs. Marbles or “*co-
chonnet” js the game preferred by the
calmer spirvits, while the more turbulent
and more gkilful consider that the game
of “sautemouton” s ecualed by none.

¢#The WolZ's Tail.”

“La aueue du loup” is adored by the
little Parisiennes, although it is likely
often to destroy either dainty frock or
pinafore. 1t is a game played most fre-
quently in the convents, where it is held
In special favor. The children place
themeselves {n Indian file, each one hold-
ing the edga of the skirt of the cehild in
front of her. ‘This Indian, file is pro-
tectéd and led by a bigger girl, who,
with extended arms, tries tb'pre\'enl the
CWOUr's  tall'—that s to 'shy, the ladt
one'en the flle—fromh bélkg caught by
the “buater.” What turfitogs aad twist-
ings amd rwes are mnde befors the
“hunter” flnally catehes her prey!
Lvery movement made by the “‘wolf's
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and
which must fall near the pennies,
owner of the palet
dewn: the ‘“‘bouchon’ wins the pennjes
next to which It has fallen,
imagined, it js a vary fascinating game
for bays,” and wometimes last  for hours,

Mech of chalk has been
out
marelle,"”

flat  projectiles ealled ‘“‘palets’”
The

that has knocked

A8 can be.

Fuither along you will find that a
used te draw
a geometrical fignre called ‘“la
It is divided off in squares
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hive a gpecial fondness for “osse-
lets,” or bones, with which every
child in every country is certainly
acquainted,
d'ofe,” *le lotoy-the games of pa-
tience, and the blocks, over which
they spend hours of enjoyment,

and girls seem to
raln or sunshine they find happi-
ness In cheerful play,

Then there i3 the “jey

Alwayg do the little French boys
be merry. 1In
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