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concerted rush for the stairway. As
the leaders clattered up they heard
the jerky, exasperated voice of Gray-
son at their heels.

“GGod! Is it Boyle again?” i

It was Boyle. He was crouching by
his bed toward the end of the right
hand tier and for a moment they
thHought it was he who had fallen.
But as he hurried toward him down
the aisle .they saw what caught at
he throat of every man ofthem. A
figure lay outstretched in the aisle
on its face, not far from Boyle’s bed.

GGrayson sank to his knees beside tne
figure and turned it over. ‘“Mason!”
he éried as he recognized
one of the youngest patrolmen in the
precinct, a member of.the first pla-
toon. ‘“‘Mason! Is it bad? Can you
speak, maun?’’ The others, crowding
around, helped to raise their com-
rade tenderly and place him upon a
cot in the left hand tier. They open-
ed his coat, revealing a spreading
stain upon his shirt. Mason’s lips
twisted once and were still. Gray-
son, bending over him with a hand
upon his breast, stood suddenly ‘er-
ect. -t

‘“‘He is dead,” he said tensely. With
the words his hot eyes fell upon
Boyle, still crouching by the side of
his bed, his head sunk in his hands.
A revolver lay on the floor near him.
The policemen fell back and gave
their lieutenant .a clear field as he
advanced.

“What happened?” asked Grayson,

gravely.

pale,
had secarcely
as a willing,

He
save

face.
Mason,
A hand fell
upon his shoulder. He wheel-
Sever-

aszed Gray-

Lynch wore five service

in a tone that had the rasp of chill-
ed steel. His face was as white as
his collar. Boyle let: his hands drop.
His expression was blank, almost
stupid. He kept, his gaze lowered.

“My—my gun dropped out of my
pocket,’”’ he said.

Without a word Grayson walked
slowly across the aisle again until he
stood by the body. Stooping swiftly
he lifted it by a shoulder and noted
the position of a hole in the back.
Then he examined the wound in the

inches higher than the other:

When he spoke onte more some ten-
sion in him seemed to have snapped
and a crimson wave flooded his
cheeks. ‘‘What are you doing here?’’
he asked. It was no time for recrim-
ination.

“I came up to change my shoes.”’

‘‘And Mason?”’

Boyle shook his head. “1
know. I heard him moving around,
over by his bed."’ His voice was low
and husky.

“Go on."”

“I took off my coat. It must ’a
pulled my gun part way out. I was
bending over, here, when I heard it
fall and go ofl."””- The man's manner
was dogged and subdued, such. as a
heavy nature might show under a
crushing catastrophe. Grayson stud-
ied him a moment, then motioned to
two - of the patrolmen who stood
about, 4

“Fiere, Walsh and Gray. Take him
down to the wardroom.’’

Bowle  rose and accompanied
guard without a murmur.
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veing a good policeman.
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¢d to find Lynch beside him.
al of the others still lingered ncar,

““Well, what is it?"

son.

'attention, :
“‘How?’' he demanded.

¢ ‘I was in the washroom there, at
| “Grayson caught his breath sharply.
[ Well?”?

| “I was just in the doorway coming
|out when' I looked up the room Here.
;Bu,\'le was all hunched up on the
|fioor at the foot of his bei. Mason

“‘Lientenant, he led,”’ said Lyneh, .o standing with his back to hir, |
taialeav 5 Boyle's right |
hanf!s on h'IS sleeve aqd two honor Ihanatwas dode Beatmat fhe Aoor und‘
stars. Grayson knew him for a man e peld his revolver in it, pointing it

= 'up at Mason.

~about ten feet away.

I got a glimpse of bis
face—like that of a d=vil— and then
{he fired before I could move. I saw
{Mason fall and jumped back inside
so he shouldn’t know there - was a
witness.’’ ;

The dormitory fell silent. The po-
licemen were gathered in a startled
Grayson's
mouth had hardened to 'a thin line.

““Then he shot him—deliberately?’”’

Lynch nodded. :

“But_why, for God's sake why?"’

Lynch made a little gesture, as in
mute apology to the dead man. ‘'l
heard some talk—months ago,’’ he
said. “‘Boyle’s wife left him. I guess
Mason knew her—knew where sh2
was,”’ !

‘‘Have you ever heard them quar-

1 practising, too,"”

| the aisle.

Grayson stood a moment in
‘thought. “‘Then each time, when his
gun was supposed to fall, he'd beea
preparing for this—to protect himself
behind an accident.” ;

Ly nodd.d again. ‘‘Probably
he said. And Gray-
son, ra embering how the pullet had
been imbedded in the wall of the
washroom about ' five feet from the
Afloor, assented.

As he planned the moves he should
have to make his quiek eye swebt
“Where's that revolver?’’
ha asked, with sudden intentness.
The weapon had be:n removed.

“T think Walsh picted it up,’’ vol-
unteered one of the men hesitatingly.
“Saw him give it back to Boyle."”

Grayson clenched . his hands, then
gave his orders in quick, crisp phras-
¢s. They were to follow him, -singly,
down to the wardroom &and range
themselves casually about Boyle, giv-
ing him no intimation that he was
suspected of anything more srious
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than negligence. ‘‘Let no one make a
move till I give the word,” hz m}‘.('\,
lin conelusion. *“Then grab him. He's
clever and desperate.’’ Then he start-
ed down the stairs.

Boyle had fallen limply into a
chair in the wardroom, his head sumg
on his hreast. Walsh and Gray stoocd
near him, talking in whispers. D@
scending steps sounded on the stair-
case. Boyle looked just as Lieiten-
ant CGrayson stepped down into the
light.

Perhaps there was that upon Gray
son’s face which gave the alarm in
spite of him; perhaps it was the
long period of silence that had gone
before; perhaps a stray fra:ment ol
an excited murmur from those. who
followed or the man's own nervous
dread—Graysen never knew. But sud-
denly, before anyone could cry out or
reach a hand to stop him, Boyle
bounded from his chair and flung
across the rcom to the door leading
into the front of the station. He tore
it open and dashed through.

him. The doorkeeper and the man on
clerical duty started in amazement as
the pursuit flashed past them. Boyle
gained the' front door in safety.
There, just before him, at the top of
the steps, loomed the thick figure of
Captain Wemple. Boyle swerved
gharply. The captain's foot shot out
and tripped the fugitive in full car-
eer. Boyle was hurled headlong,

B e

Grayson shouted and darted after |

landing heavily on the pavement.
[ At the instant he fell there was a
strange, muffled explosion.  Bojle
writhed an instant and lay still.
(rayson knelt by him as he had by
[his vietim a few minutes before and
oxamined h .. A smoking rent in-
cide tae coat, a powder stained
‘wound in the side, made it clear how
ine had met his end. Grayson thrust
a hand in the pocket of the coat and
drew out the revolver.

“1 guess that this time it was an
lent,’”’ he said guietly.
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