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Unsolved Farm Problems

Witk food shortages and rationing now a
reabty, and with further shortages and more
rationing certain 1n the near future, Canada is

wading straight for more serious difficulties

and further embarrassment in her {ood supply‘

g 1043. This is the considcre.d
viewexpressed by Mr, Ho ML Hannan, presi-
dent of the Canadian Federation of Agricul-
ture, at the recent annual meeting of that or-
ganization. It is true that Canada has huge
stocks of feed grain; but, says Mr. H_annap.
anless an adequate farm manpower program is
forthe g immediately and un!w; same bet-
ter procedure 3 found for formulating and agl-
ministesing price control policies on feed stuffs,
the situation is “bound to get worse instead of
berter.” .

darliament, now in session, might well give,
heed to this warning. Mr. Hafinan contends
that the present method and setup under the
Wartime Prices and Trade Board is “bogging
down in jts operation as far as food products
are concerned.”  He cites the fact that the
Vederation was represented in a deputation
which interviewed the Federal Cabinet in re-
gard to this matter, In a carefully prepared
brief, they recommended the establishment of
a Minisry of Food and a Food Board to take
¢aree of the whole program. The Food Board,
taey suggesied, should be a. three-man board,
ore of whom would be chairman and the others
administrators—one for production and the
other for processing and distribution, They
did nor suggest that control over consumer
tastnn away from the *Wartime Prices
aud Trade Board, but rather tham the authority
of this Board be oonfined to determining mexi-
mum consumer prices, while the Food- Board
and the Minister of Food would be given ay-
thorine 1 determine what bonuses or subsidies
shouid be naid in order to secure maximum at-
tainable supply, and then %o make and adminis-
ter_such regulations as are eonsistent therewith,

Two aspects of this proposal, Mr. Hannan
stesare fundamental. One is that there
simwd be a cabinet minister definitely charged
with the responsibility of obteining an abun-
dant food supply, and empowered with author-
ity to provide payment and make regulations
desiened to achieve his objective. The other is
tiat it provide for a short direct hitch between
the food industry and those charged with ad-
ministering the natior’s food supply.

I+ is deplorable that we should be in the
1 vear of our war effort with the food
supole problem not only unsolved, but not yet
taclled in any serious way. The Federation of
Agriculture is attempting to remedy this omis-
sion, and it is to be hoped that ample time will
be afforded at this session of Parliament for a
full discussion of jts proposals.
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Warning Voices

<Tom two authorifative somrees in the Dom-
fnion  Government came warning this week
against the easy optimism of assuming that the
war has been practically won. Far from that
being the case, Prime Minister Mackenzie King
declared that this year would be the most seri-
ous for the Canadian forces of any since the
war commenced. No greater mistake, he said,
could be made thatf to underestimate the task
ahead. Reent Allied successes had  shown
merely that the Allied and Axis powers: “were
more evenly matched than before.’

A similar warning was sounded by Hon. C,
D. Howe, AMinister of Munitions and Supply,
in addressing the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology at Boston on Monday. The spirit
of optimism abroad, looking %o an early end of
the war, he said, is quite unfownded. The gheat
need, at the moment, he added, is for' ships and
more ships, both naval and merchant,—and for
planes and more planes, both fighting and
transport,

The U-bost menace remains the Allies’ biggest
problem, Tt must be dealt with before any large-
#cale invasion of Furope can be contemplated.
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Not Workfng Well

Bureaucracy is not working well at Ottawa,
or even at Washington for that matter, Take
the food situation as the best current example,

. First, Foods Adminstrator d} G. Taggart as-
sured the public there woul be no butter ra-
tioning.  Three weeks later Donald Gordon,
price control czar, announced butter rationing
but said there was no shortage of butter, just
an artificial scarcity due to panic buying and
hoerding by consumers. Now, a few weeks
Jater again, ‘the butter ration is eut. Why? It

' mo shortage existed, how could rationed puyr-
ghases have cleaned out our stocks? ~Hoarding
7 Ja no longer possible, As a meatter of fact, we

' have been told by those who should know that a
sonsiderable and genuine 5 e of butter
exists in Canada, due to the arithmetical facts
that production is down and congumption (until
Eationing) was up. But the confusion, contra-

 Hiction and general muddle in the situation are
i Msquieting. In sanned goods, says the Gazette,
similar confusion exists, Mr. Taggart says no

£

rldonh‘ofcnpedgoodahphmod:cnyhmue-
wife knows eanned goods are phenomenally
scarce, are rationed in the United States, and
are the most easily hoarded of all food sup~
plies. A thorough’ re-examination of the Gov-
enment’s food policy, from all angles, is ob-
viously necessary,

= EDITORIAL NOTES -~
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Plebiscite of last year cost $1,503,158 with a
few small accounts not likely to exceed $3,000
still outstanding, it was stated in a return tabled
in the House of Commons. The return was an
Answer to a question from Gordon Fraser (Prog.
Com, Peterborough “:eltz .

L ]

An authorized British source announces that
the Fleet Air Arm now has a new torpedo plane
to replace the old Swordfish which for years
give a good account of itself. The new ma-
chine is a monoplane, whereas the Swordfish
was a biplane. No other details of the new
craft were revealed. Torpedo planes, possibly

not

time

this new type monoplanes, sank a large Axis

I supply ship off the coast of Norway. men
I

Canadian merchants have lost the right to

J make sale of butter conditional on the sale of

| other groceries. Prices Board officials said. this

practice was not frowned upon at the time since

the
vacu

“shopping around’ usually was a practice of the
hnarder‘ “Now that butter is rationed, how-
ever, it is not permissible to maké a sale of buyt-
| ter conditional upon the customer’s buying other
merchandise,”
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Five cents an hoitr is not an excessive rate of
pay for agricultural labour, even for a bpy. Ar-
rungements are being made to use 100,000 stu-
dents from Ontario schools on farms from April
15 to October 15, Mr, A. M. McLaren, direc-
tor of the Ontario Farm Service Board, told
the Ontario Vegetable Growers Association. A
flate rate of § cents an hour will be paid, he
| said, but where the help is worth more farmer-
émployers may pay a bonus at the end of the
season. Where farmers in cortain areas require
50 or more students, eamps will be organized
probably -at Hamilton, London, Windsor and
Ottawa. :
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George Crabbe, English poet, died this date,
1832; had early struggle for recognition and
was befriended by Burke, Fox and others ; took
Holy Orders, and received the patronage of the
Duke of Rutland and Lord Thurlow, devoted
his leisure. to the production of poetry, his pub-
lished works including “The Parish Register”,
“The Borough”, “The Village”, “The Library”,
all of which are marked by homely realism and
shrewd analysis of which he was a master :

“Against her foes Religion well defends

Her sacred truths, but often fears her

friends .., .
But most she fears the controversial pen,
The holy strife of disputatious men.”
* kX X %

Lord Bennett, like Mr, Churehil], stifl swears
by the glory and tradition of the great benefie-
ent British Empire. He told the Caanadian
Legion in London the other day that “there is
nothing finer in the records of mankind” than
the British Empire, Speaking at the Empire
Service he aaid: “Don’t apologize for
our oolonial history or our administration than
which there is ‘nothing finer in the records of
mankind. Don’t apologize for India. There
we have given millions of people centuries of
peace in place of chaos and bloodletting. Don’t
be ashamed to have it ‘said you are an im-
perialist.  An imperialist is & man who bears
proudly the responsibilities of his race and
breed.” )
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" Writes a resder: I motice in The Spectator
an appreciation of a statement made by a Mem-
ber of Parliament quoting a prophecy, on the
future of British aviation, made by Thomas
Gray 205 years ago.” I think the following
g)ihph, found on a tombstone in Churcheanlesi,
ssex, dated 1440, more then 500 years ago,
My interest you:

“When pictures look alive with movement

free,

Whean ships

hen men outstripping birds shall scan the sky

Then half the world deep drenched in blood

shall Me”

This foretells not only the future of avia-
tion, but also of the movie and the submarine,
This appeared in the Birmingham Weekly Post
some few momnths ago,

* % 4 8

Mr. M, Clement, dean of agriculture at the
University of British Columbia, states post-
war Canada should have a completely recon-
structed plan which would Piace the farm people
on an equal basis with other well organized
economic groups, Addressing the seventh an-
nual convention of the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture at Calgary, Dean Clement said such
basic changes should be brought about by demo-
cratic means. ," he said, “implies
the encouragement of the education of the in-
dividual, individyal initiative and individual
liberty in all political, economic and business
enterprises. It also means regulation and con-
trol majority vote so that minorities whose
un and careless activities might be de-
fnm;nt?(r,to the community ag a whole, be held
in check.”
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A Toronto women, Mrs, George Patterson
who rung a hairdressing establishment in Aber-
deen, Scotland, is the first fire guard — wo-
man or man—to be selected for portraiture in
a special section of the National] Gallery set
aside for heros and heroines of the blitz, Daugh-
ter of Mr, and Mrs, Jan Chalmers of Fajr-
banks, suburban Toronto, Mrs, Patterson was
selected for the honor as the first street fire-
guard to win a medal while engaged in fire
duties. It was announced Dec, 4 she had been
awarded the Geor, Medal “for outstanding
courage and initiative without ugnrd for her
own safety,” The portrait of an “ordinary Bri.
tish housewife”—that' what she calls herselt
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It is the portrait of A woman with a 'losis
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