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LIEOT, OY LETCH
RETURNS 70 MDA

He Participuted in the Serbian
Retreat from Durozzo and
Witnessed Many of the Horrors
Incident to That. Disastrous
March.

ST. JOHN, N. B., March, 24.—Lieut-
enant Roy Leitch, of Charlottetown,
and a staff officer in the Serbian Army
arrived in the city yesterday by the
steamer Corinthian, ‘Lieutenant Leitch
visited his home last summer having
been invalided after ten months with
the 130 Regiment, Second Infantry,
Serbian Army. Atter a few months
rest he returned to Serbia where he
participated in the = Serbian retreat

RS

from " Durazzo. Asked as to the truth
of the reports regarding the Austrian

atrocities, Lieut. Leéitch said, ‘The
half of it has never yet found its way
into print and much of it will'never
be known. The torture brought down
upon’' the heads of the innocent Ser-
bians was much the same as the meth-
ods used by the North American In-
dians, At one place one hundred men,
women and children were thrown into
a huge bonfire and burned up. Again a
large number of children were lined up
in front of the Austrians, who charg-
ed them with fixed bayonets and cut
them to pieces.

. YWe finally arrived at Corfu, where
our horrors were in a measure at  an
end. King Peter was with us in  the
retreat and he trudged along like any
common soldier. The Serbian Army
is now in first-class shape.”

The retreat from Durazzo he said
was full of horrors. “The story will nev-
or be adequately told” he said "It was
too horrible. For one hundred miles
the road was strewn ‘with bodies of
men, swomen and children.  The sol-
diers pressed on with the civilians,
starving. to death whilst continually
the enemy Lhung on out rear delivering
blow after blow. About three hundred
English, French, Russian aud Italian
‘nursps  wero also dn the retreat and
“they puifercd horribly. Two Scottish

" nurses were c<killed: when they foll

5 precipice. All our lines of com-
1 were cut and for days and
existed upon almost noth-
Leltch has written a book
on his. oxperiencoes  in the Scrbian
Army. He leaves shortly (for "New
York to arrange for further ,funds
and will 1ater return to Serbia.

Kuows Nothing '
0f Severe Note -
~ Te Germany

LONDON, March 22—The Nether-
lands  Foreign Office declares that
nothing ig known there concerning the
“severe. note from Holland to Germany
in- connection with'ithe Tubantia, an-
nounced in the newspaper Nieuws Va
Den Dag, says a Reuters despatch
from The.Hague. o
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ON ALL FRONTS

French and Russian Fronfs Scenmes
of Heaviest Fighting. French Keep-
ing Up Bombardment of Points

Verdun Occupied
Russians Making

(Special to the Guardian:)
LONDON, March 24—It is still in
the French and Russian war theatres
that the heaviest battles are in pro-
gress, but fighting is alse continuing
in the Austro-Italian zone, in Serbia
near the Greek frontier and in Asiatic
Turkey. The French are keeping up
bombardment of the
woods of Malancourt and Avocourt,
north-west of Verdyn, which are held
by the Germans and also are hammer-
ing away with their guns the German
lines of communication in the eastern
fringes of Argonne forest.

To north-east of Verdun an inter,
mittent bombardment by the Germans
on the French second line positions is
still going on, with the French reply-
ing energetically.

The only infantry encounters along
the western front took place in Ar-
gonne forest, where the Germans
gained a portion of the French first
line trench, but were expelled from it
by a counter-attack = with a logs of
gome thirty men taken prisoners.

All alopg the Russian frount, from the
region of Friedrichstadt to the district
around Vilna the Russians and Ger-
mans are at hard grips. Petrograd
says that near Widsy, between Dyvinsk
and Vilna the Russians forced all the
German lines and barricades and re-
pulsed ‘a vigorous = German counter-
attack. . Berlin, however, says the Rug-
sian attacks failed with heavy losses
before a German entangiement.

Bad weather prevails in the Austro-

Italian theatre. Degpite a blizzard the

trian positions in Cordevole Valley.
Berlin reports that in the region of
Gievgeli on the Serbo-Greek frontier
artillery duels has been in progress.
The statement does mnot give the
nationalities of the contending bat-
eries. The defeat of a British force
which attacked the Turkish position
ot the right bank of the Tigris River
near Felahie, is chronicled in Constan-
tinople. The report also says Turkish
airmen again dropped bombs on Kut-
ol-Amara, where a British force is
under siege.

(Special to thé Guardian.)

LONDON, March 24.—The British
official statement on the campaign on
the western front says:
“The enemy exploded mines last
night and to-day mear Guinchy, just
north of La Bassee Canal. . They did
no .damage.. We bombarded hostile
trenches south of Comines Canal.”

(Special to the Guardian.)
PARIS, March 24— Bombardment
by the French of the German posi-
tions in the Woods of Malancourt aund
Avocourt and by both German and
French guns in opposing positions on
all sides  continue, according to a
French official communication to-
night., No infantry action has taken
place except in Argonne forest where
the Germans entered the French first
line of trenches but were immediately
expelld with losses.
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ONE CENT per word cach inser-
tion for advertising in this column.
(lash must accompany orders. Mini-
mum_charges t\ve'nty-tlvo_cem:
“|DEAL" SAUSAGES ALWAYS ON
hand at Holman’s, Charlottetown.
OYSTERS AT BENOIT'S 98 WATER

St. 7881-3-18-M81.
WANTED—A CHAMBER MAID AT
King Edward Hotel.

3 7962-3-26-M61.
WANTED BY APRIL 18T, MAID
for general housework. Apply 121
_Euston Gl g R el
SMART BOY WANTED for compos
ing room. Apply Foreman Guardisn
GOBlca _’{917-3-21-3@_{.
CUT THIS OUT FOR LUCK.—SEND

birth, date and 10c. for wonderful
horoscope of your entire life. Pro-
fessor Raphacl 499 Lexington Ave.
New York. 7769-3-26M1i.
LOST—A WRISTLET WATCH BE-
tween Agricultural Hall aund St
Punstan’s Cathedral. Finder please
leave at Agricultural Hall,
! 7966-3-26-M21

¥0 LET— IN PRIVATE FAMILY A
lurge bright sitting room, contrally
located. All modern tonveniences.
Apply Guardfan Office.

/ 7911-3-21Mtf.

FOR SALE—IN CHARLOTTETOWN
Royalty & small Farm suited  for
market gardening with house and
barn, MacKinnon & McNeill 90
Great George St. 7981-3-21M4i.
FOR SALE—ONE MARE, 12 YEARS
old, weight 1240 1bs., sound, a good
general purpose beast. Apply to
Thomas Hyde, Murray Harbour.
- 7645-3-4mimonth
Vo SHARES IN T
Central Fox Co,, Ltd, will be sold
at a bargain. of  selling
party going on overseas gervice,
Apply Box 108 Charlottetown,

STRAYED

FOR SALE~— 1

FROM RAILWAY STA-
tion towards Hillsboro Bridge, by
way of ice, on March 23rd, one ved
stoer, Anyone giving information
will be rewarded. Saunders %58}2"

oM ETE
mke%yqr in small family in
‘No incumberance.
good home for the right
ply, Stating experience
ar, Box 835, City.
; | 7949-3-23MLL.
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English Woman
Arrested as Spy

LONDON, March 24—A complaint
was made in the Commons that -the
daughter of an English squire had
been put in jail summarily some time
ago and still was kept there. The mem-
bers were impressed with the appar-
ent injustice till it was explained that
she was in close touch with a German
spy who had to flee the country ‘and
when ghe was arrested there was
found in her posession literature ad-
vocating revolution and murder.

Trouble Between
Vallca_y_,__qnd Berln

ROME, March = 23.—The Messagero
publishes a reporg that the situation
between the Vatican and Germany is
most delicate as a result of what is
happoning in Belgium  between the
Gorman authorities and Cardinal Mer:
cler. (It says that the Vatican may be
placed in a’difficult position. Cardinal
Mercler, .t is feared, will be interned
in Germany. .

4 Dummy Guns
Saved Steamer
From Disaster

NEW ' YORK, March 22—Four
dummy  guns made of spars and
mounted on the  after and quarter
decks of the Harrigon line steamship
Director, saved that vessel from be:
' coming a submarine victim, according
to A. C. Rivers, of Santa Fe., N. M. a
horseman who arrived here «yester-
day on the steamship Cameronia, from
Liverpool,
Mr. Rivers said that he was on the
Director when the incident occurred.
vl‘ﬂ"l'he a{:ép l_eiltth Penuoolat. +
| Janul » With & cargo for

pool.'et{ gaid, “On January 25, when
about
& submarine
astern.
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CERMAN LOSSES
INVERDUN BATTLE|

One Company Annihilated, Others
Decimated and Losses Qut of
A1l Proportion to Gains,

Decimagted German Compunies
Filled with Young Recruits
From Class of 1916 in the
Proportion of Two to Three,

Germans Attacked in Compact
Masses and Suffered Losses
Incident to the Assailant,

(Special to the Guardian:)

PARIS, March 24— The Germans
would have it believed that their
losses at Verdun were not greater
than those of the French army,” says
. semi-official note this afternoon. The
following example will show how great
the German sacrifices were: On the
forenoon of March 9, the first bat-

talion of the nineteenth regiment
reserve of the fifth German corps
attacked the village of Vaux in

columns of fours. The French allowed
the first company to penetrate the
yvillage, where it was surprised by a
'violent ‘machine gun fire and then
«charged with bayonets. The surviv-
ors, those able to do so, took refuge in
louses where they fell. This com-
pany, the 13th, was annihilated. The
second and third battalions of the
gsame regiment passed east of the
village at the same time going for-
ward in squads to the first french
trenches on the norther slope of a
summit dominating Fort Vaux, The
assailants ‘'were cut down a short
distance from the trenches by the
French aund fell * back in disorder.
Next day, March 10, the sixty-fourth
regiment. of**infantry . of the sixth
division of the third German corps
replaced to the north  of Vaux the
decimated nineteenth regiment, but
ihe 64th sustained such logses by the
firo of our artillery that the attack
which was begun was countermanded.
The battle of Verdun, which has
occupied a month, was made up of
similar instances. The German sacri-
fices were absolutely out of proportion
(o their successes in the first few days,
It is known that the third and eigh-
teenth army corps had to be sent to
the rear to be reconstructed. The
third corps had to have two-thirds of
its officers replaced and the gaps
filled with young recruits of the class
of 1916, who were i proportion two-
fifths in each company. Even then
these reinforcements sent from the
interior were insuflicient to bring the
gtrength of the corps to what it was
‘bafore March 2.  During their last
““+acks the third corps companies only

wied about 120 rifles instead of 200.

These facts are a  sufficient reply to
‘e Qe man allegations. Moreover it
must. bt o 'mitted by anyone. that
-psolute wesl avmed troops installed

in defensive with numerous
‘anshine guns supported by an extra-
ordinary quantity of artillery, as was
Aho case with the French, are able to
inflict groater logses upon an assailant
who constanily attacks in compact
gnasses ad whoso chicfs are not dis-
mayed by the hloodicst cacrifices.

DOMINION LINE
STEAMER SUNK

Sixty-elght Survivors Accounted
For. Was Bound® From Port:
land, Maine, to England,

(Special to the Guardian:)

worls

Lloyd's the steamer Englishman of
the Dominion Line has been sunk.
Thus far 68 survivors have been ac-
counted for.. The last, record
| Bnglishman shows  she sailed from
‘Portland, Maine, February 17, for St
Nazaire and Avonmouth. he was
5,267 tons and was wned by the
Missigsippi and Dominion 8.8. Co.

_The British steamer Englishman, a
vessel of 5,257 tons, which pliés be-
tween Portland, Maine,
‘mouth, has been sunk, but whether by
a mine or torpedo has not been stated,
| Sixty-elght persons on hoard were
rescued. - Whether this number con-
stituted the entire ship's company is
not known. ;

ACTIVE ON DUTGH FRONTIER
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shows that Germany is tightening
grip along the Holland frontier. hﬁ
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PROCEEDINGS IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Debate on Estimates of Justice De-
Brought Forth
Allegation of Religious Discrimi-
nation on Part of Minister of

partment

Justice and a
from Minister.

(From our Own Correspondent.)

OTTAWA, March 24, — Another
attack on the Kingston penitentiary
administration by Dr J. E. Ewards of
Frontenac, coupled with the allegation
that the Minister of Justice had ap-
parently ben gullty of religlous dis-
crimination in the treatment of peni-
tentiary officials, featured the discus-
sion of the Justice Department esti-
mates in the House to-day. Most of
the earlier part of the day was spent
on these topics, but the penitentiary
esimates were finally passed and the
Inland Revenue Department appropri-
ations taken up. Good progress had
been made with the latter by the time
the House adjourned.

Dr Edwards took occasion to reply
to the last report of penitentiary in-
spection, in which Inspectors Douglas
Stewart and W. S. Hughes had paid
their respects to the member for
Frontenac. He also criticized Hon. C.
J. Doherty because a guard at Stoney
Mountain penitentiary, who bad car-
ried letters to convicts, had been dis-
missed, while a Roman Catholic chap-
lain who had done the same thing had
been retained. The same. thing had
happened. in Kingston  penitentiary
with regard to the conyeying of money
from friends outside to convicts in the

Per Year (Malled) In Adv

Crushing Reply

institution. The FKronenac member
also protested against the granting of
superanuation allowance to Dr Phelan,
surgeon of the penitentiary, alleging
he had never done his duty in a man-
ner to deserve such comdideration.
The reply of the Minister of Justice
as regards the religious discrimination
alleged was that the Roman Catholic
chaplain at Stoney Mountain had sent
a letter away for a convict while still
a new appointee. He had done it in
ignorance of the rules. Father Mec-
Donnel of Kingstom penitentiary had
not transferred any money to a convict
but had simply rece‘ved money orders
from a woman who happened to be a
convict's mother, in connection with a
private affair. The Minister of Justice
said that after sixty years in a mixed
community of - Catholics and Protes-
tants it was hard for him to keep a
gtraight face when it was suggested
that in matters of Justice and fair play
creed counted with him. The Minister
said that he hoped to have improved
the penitentiary system and adopted
a plan” whereby Government Depart-

ments would be supplied with thé pro-!

ducts of prison labour. The war had
prevented the lafter reform, but he
had been preparing a better system
of regulations for convicts in Canadian
penitentiaries, .

Secarities Valued
At £20,000,000 are
Before Prize Court

LONDON, , March 28.—Securities
valued at £20,000,000, suspected of be
ing of Germap ownership seized from
mails in transit, are now in possession
of the prize court according to an
announcement by the foreign office,
Securities have not yet been declared
absolute contraband, but it is possible
that they will soon be placed on the
contraband-list.” Meanwhile the seiz-
ures will be continued on the ground
that under the orders in council these
gecurities establish credit for hosulc!
belligerents and therefore can be le-
gally held up. !
The authorities declare that inno-
cent ownership can be easily proved
by reference to the banks which hold
any of the detained securities, and
that therefore Mmothing in the naturc
of a hardship, beyond a slight delay,
is llable to bo suffered by innocent
owners,

a Prepares
To Enter War

LONDON, March  24—~The Daily
Mail's Athens correspondent says that
the date of the Roumanian interven-
tion soon will be settled on the conclu-
glon of negotiations relatéd to the
Russlan preparations for an offense.
Gorman and Bulgarlan officers In-
gpected the strategic positions on the
Roumenian frontler last week.

Roumani

THE WEATHFR, '
TEMPERATURE,
TIDE, MOON, ETC,

(Special to the Guardian)

TORONTO, March 2b.~ Maritime:
North-west to west winds, fresh to
strong at first, fair and comparatively

mild. 4

THE: WEATHER.—Yesterday was
mostly fine with occasional light snow.

The highest tempersgure rocorded
yosterday was 20 degrees ahove zero.
‘At nine o'clock yesterday morning it
registered 17 above; at niue last night
99 above. The coldest the previous
night was 16 above. .

The tide will be high this afternoon
at 1.47 tomorrow at 2.30 and Monday
at 3.84; it will be high tomorrow morit
ing at 3.56, Monday at 5.08
day at 6.22. i
~ The sun sets this ovening at 6
fomorrow at 6.22 and Moiday at 6
it rises tomorrow at 550; Monday at
5,49 and Tuesday at budTiol g
" The moon sets this mornitig at 9.08,
morrow at 10,06 and Monflay at

ﬁas.- i
wus u
nm- 19th at“l.z? P m

" The last quarter of the moon will

General Offeosive

and Tues- |\

nioon v Sunday, \

e on Sunday, March 26th at 12.22 p.,

Ordered by German)

ROME, March 24.~Saloniki sends
word that the Bulgarian commander-
in-chief has arrived at the Macedon-
ian front preparatory to a general of-
fensive ogdered by Germany. ‘A simul-
taneous offense is to be made on all
fronts against the French, British,
Italians and Russians,

Rioting in Germany

LONDON, March 23.—Reports con-
tinue to be published here of the rio-
ting in German cities. consequent on
the failure of the crown prince's army
before Verdun. The Daily Express
prints a dispatch from Amsterdam to
the effect that riots of the most se-
rious character have been taking place
almost daily in Cologne since the
heginning of the Verdun offensive and
that police and troops have been call-
ed upon to keep order.

The reason for the trouble is said
{to be popular indignation caused by
tho continued passage of wounded in
trains from France.

This is telling on the nerves of the
Cologne people. For a forinight past
trains have been running constantly in

BRITISH STEAMER
WAS TORPEDOED

Passengers, 380 in All Reported
Safe and Steamer Still Float-
ing. Particulars Meogre. Sup
posed Number of Americans
On Board.

(Special to the Guardian.)
LONDON, March 24.—1t is reported
that a cross channel passenger boa!
from Folkstone to Dieppe was sun’
this afternoon. Nothing is obtainablp
yet from any rcliable quarter herc
concerning the Folkstone boat, but
she is understood to have been carry-
ing 240 civilian passengers.and a crew
of 50 men. It is rumoured the steamer
was sunk 'at four o'clock this after-
noon. The Continental traffic office p*
the Brighton Rallway says that accord-
ing to reports received by it all on thc
steamer were saved -and that thc
vessel is still afloat.

(Special to the Guardian-)
LONDON, March 24. — A Central
News bulletin published to-night says
the steamer sunk was the Sussex and
that she was torpedoed off Beachy-
Head, The agency gives the number
of passengers as 380, a few of whom
were British.

(Special to the Guardian.)
LONDON, March 24.—With 386 pas-
gengers, some of them probably
Americans, and a crew of about fifty
on board the cross channel steame:
Sussex, plying between Folkestone and
Dieppe, France, is in distress in the
English . Channel. Dieppe unofficial
reports say the vessel was torpedoed.
At last reports rescue boats werc
standing by.

BRAZIL NOT TAKING STEAMERZ

RIO JANEIRO, March 23.—From a
reliable source it was declared that
the Brazilian government, despite re-
ports to the contrary in circulation
in‘the United States, has taken no ac.
tion towards requisitioning merchant
vessels of German ownership interned
in/Brazilian ports.

According to  information published
in the newspapers, the Brazilian go
vernment would not consider- taking
such action without an amicable ag-
reement with all interests concern-

ed.

The neutrality of Brazil in the war
between Germany and Portugal bas
beon decreed.

GREEK ROVALISTS
ARE EMBARRASSED

ATHENS, March 21,—(Via Paris.
March 20.).—The impression prevails
in high political circles at Athens
that- Roumania will shortly abandon
her policy of neutrality in favor of
the Entente Allies. Should Rouman-
ia enter the war, Greek officials
would be placed in an embarrassing
?osmox\, the force of Which is already
felt.

Military reports of the Entente Al
'jes do not disguise the fact that at
present they have no need for Greece
and do not desire to assume re
sponsibility for muintenance and
aquipment of the Greek army unless
they are assured definitely of co-op
eration in the event of an allled of
fensive in Macedonia. 'The course of
the fighting at Verdun has produced
a marked impression on event the
most determined non-interventionists
and the Royalist press is changing
its tone in regard to participation
of Greece in the war. The feeling of
allied diplomatists scems to be thu!
if Groece desires to enter the war now.
she will have to do so n her own

such numbers that it has been Impos-
sible to confine their passage to nights.

inftiative and with no conditions with
respect to territorial compensation.
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