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Bing had already “decided what
the next move should be and had
persuaded Jonesey’s grandfather
that it should be made. S8am could
be of help there, but before he
told Sam about the Troy angle,
Sam must know Ji y’s back-
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ground as he, Bing, now knew it.
He began describing it abruptly
for the benefit of the open-mouthed

.| Bam.

“Good Lord, you have moved,”
remarked Sam admiringly.

“The fact is, Sam,” Bing went
on, “that she ran away from home
in::!k calﬁl(e a cropper of sorts. It
ooks e @ nasty one, I’
it y I'll admit,

He paused there. The newspaper
clipping and the letter fron:p &e‘e
Troy garage that Jonesey’s grand-
father had shown him were in his
pocket. He produced them, handed
8am the clipping.

8am glanced at it puzzled. Then

GIRL SOUGHT IN
DEATH MYSTERY
He read it through with quick-
ened interest. He did not know
what to sy when he finished. The
implication was plain — and para-
lyzing.
“You mean,” he began hesltant-
ly, “that you think that—"
Bing answered that questior by
handing him the letter from the
garage which placed Jonesev in
Troy on the day of Anstruthers’
death. Sam, reading it, disciplined
the impulse to whistle.
“It does look pretty bad,” Bing
admitted, breaking the silence.

his eye caught the headline;
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“Yep, I'm the Miss Brown that dropped the idea in
Suggestion Box to use Guardian Want Ads!”

THERE 1S A BIG
- AGE

ALL RIGHT--

“Her gnandfather is all shot, though
he tries to hide it. You can se®
how she would duck out it she
found out who I was.” Bing added.
“She’d be afraid that marrying me
would bring it all up. And all this
stuff would certainly sound bad
to anybody who didn't know her.”
“It doesn’t bother you?"’ ventur-

Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbertson
A REMARKABLE DEAL
“Distribution” meaning the ‘break

of key suits, gave the North-South
pair in today’s deal a severe pain!

ed Sam.

“Oh, I don't believe a word
it.” Bing assured him.

Now the clipping and letter pro-
vided to Sam’s legal mind a mighty
good casc against Jonesey. Yet Bing
simple disregarded what to him
was evidence.

Well, that was love, S8am suppos-
ed. You couldn't account for it.
It was incredible, the more so that
Bing had actually passed up a girl
like Ricky to become involved with
this Jonesey. There certainly- was
no accounting for tastes.

Thinking of Ricky reminded Sam
of somethi e should have spok-
en cf at o . ¥‘Oh, T had a wire
from Rickv just a litle while ago,”
he told Bing. He took it from his
paiama pocket and handed ‘t over.

TELL BING FATHER PER-

FECT PEACH STOP AM WIR-

ING THIS FROM HIS OFFICE

STOP HE WANTS TO BE KEPT

ADVISED AND WILL LEND

ANY ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE

STOP GIVE BING MY LOVE

STOP SAME TO YOU

RICKY

Bing, finished with this, murmur-
ed huskily. “He’s a peach—and so
is she. How come she sends her
love to you?” he asked. “You've
never met her, have you?”

“Why, she phoned. me and we
had dinner together last night,
just to talk things over,” sald
Sam. “Then she went on to New
York.”

“What train did she take?”

“The midnight,” 8am repiied,
and still blushing, changed the sub-
ject hastily. “You haven't the
slightest ddeix where Jonesey is, I
take 1t?”

Bing shook his head.
that she’s in Boston.”

“You've come back to hunt for
her here?”

“I've come back to find her”
said Bing,~and his jaw set,

“You mean so she can explain
all this?” Sam ventured, nodding at
the clipping and the letter.

“Oh, I've got all that explain-
ed” Bing assured him serenely.
“I mean I don’t have to be told
what actually happened. But there
s one thing I wish you'd do for
me, Sam. Her grandfather didn’t

of

“Except

| dare investigate the Troy end. He

did have the car sent back to
him, but he was afraid If he ask-
ed questions at the hotel—"

“They might ask him a
supplied Sam.

“So he just sat tight” finished
Bing. “But I wish you'd look up
the police end for me; find out
‘exactly what, if anything, the pol-

few,”

By J. R. WILLIAMS

fce think they have against her.”
i XXV

! Sam., whose experience with the
police was larger than Bing's, might
have told him that the police un-
doubtedly thought they had plenty
against Ellen. They are likely to
feel that way when a man is found
dead: presumably strangled. and
his companion promptly disap-

pears, But he did not tell Bitig '§0. |~

Bing must have considered the
possibility of stirring up the police,
however, for he added, “I just want
copies of the papers in the case.
They can be got without causing
any fuss, can't they?” :

Sam was sure on that point and

said so. “I'll get after that tre first

~ lpy Alea asasping

frare
“Why not get after it right now?
Bing suggested. “I know it's Sun-
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It was only natural that this
outstanding ‘“freak” should have

resulted in trouble for one side or
the other, North went slow on the
first round, because he had to
worry about two or even three
possible spade losers, but when
South, by bidding two notrump in
the face of West's spade call, an-
nounced a high card in the suit, it
become obvious to North that at
least a small slam would have to
be -reached.

Looking only at the North-South
hands any expert would say that
six clubs had about a 100 to 1
chance in its favor, with not too
bad a play for seven-odd. Attually
however, South found the contract
impossible of fulfillment!

‘West opened the heart king.
Dummy ruffed, but a tentative
trump lead by South disclosed the
sad' state of affairs, and there was
no salvation. Even if South had
not drawn that one trump he could
not have shut out the setting trick.
At first glance it appears that
dummy’s low diamonds can be ruff-
ed out while South retains full
control, but that is a snare and a
delusion. Try it for yourself, dear
reader!

Tt is a strange and significant
fact, however, that so small a trans-
position as the six and seven of
clubs between the East and North
hands allows the contract to be
made. With that change South can
mff two low diamonds and still
fzeep East from getting a trump
trick, so that only one diamond or
one heart need finally be conceded.
Try that also!

day, but can’t we get started just
the same? I don't want to be a
nuisince, but I've got a plan in
my mind and I'll be able to go a-
head with it better when that end
is cleared up.”

Sam reached for the phone, get
his number and referring to the
clipping, asked that the police re-
port on the death of W. Hyslop
Anstruthers at a Troy hotel on
March 17th, be obtained for him.

“They'll get it as soon as pos-
sible”” he told Bing, hanging up
the receiver. He added, “Where's
your luggage? You'll stay with me,
of course.”

At that point the telephone rang.
Sam reached for it.

“pelegram,” he murmured, catch-
ing Bing's swift glance.

He reached for paper and pencil
and took it down.

“It's from Ricky,” he told Bing
excitedly when he finished. He
handed the wire over so that
Bing could get the news for him-
self. And Bing read:

“WILL ARRIVE BACK DAY
~STATION-~EIGHT THIRTY
TONIGHT STOP PLEASE
MEET ME IF YOU CAN STOP
IF YOU ARE IN TOUCH WITH
BING TELL HIM TO COME TO
BOSTON AT ONCE STOP
HAVE NEWS AND JONESEY'S
ADDRESS STOP WHAT DO

YOU MEAN DO I MEAN IT
QUESTION OR DIDN'T YOU
QUESTION”

(To be continued)
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By Buford Tune

OH,NOTHING, DEAR-~
HE'S JUST HINTING
THAT HE WANTS
TO GO
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YOU KNOW VERY WELL THIS
15 THENIGHT PROFESSOR
CHATTERHERTZ SPEAKS AT
THE TOWN HALL AND WE
ARE GOING -1 WOULDN'T MISS
IT FOR THE WORLD ! DON'T
VOU EVER WANT TO LEARN
ANYTHING ? YOLI ARE GONG
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