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1t seems, indeed, an anomaly t_lmt we should
be celebrating, at this time, the birthday of the
Prince of Peace, Yet so it is, and there are cog-
ent reasons why we should celebrate it all the
more thankfully because we are at war.

What, primarily, are we at war for, and why
should we be thankful for being in a state of
vt ? :

A [5 it not for the fact that we have avoxdcg
Ruskin calls the “Nebuchadneszzar curse
. curse of self-complacency and self-satis-
the curse “that sends wus out to grass
! " and that scems to follow too closely
on the excess of continuance of mutcna}. power
and peace? Out of the demand for sacrifice, for

what

heroic endeavour, comes the response. Out of
endurance, the fortitude. Out of deliverance—
when it comes—the grateful heart; the abundant
faith. When peoples have learned too long to
live under providence of laws, when they have
done away with violent and external sources Qf
suffm‘inq: worse evils seem to arise out of their

rest, evils (to quote Ruskin again) ‘“that vex
less and mortify more, that suck the blood
though thay do not shed it, and ossify the heart
thuuéh they do not torture it.” From these evils
we have been freed; and though the existence of
war is in itself a calamity of major importance,
spiritually we cannot ignore the fact that war
in a righteous cause has given us something
which, in times of peace, we seemed to lack. It
was often suggested, indeed, that the present
generation—the post-war generation as we older
persons called it—was too soft, too e[_fcmmatc,
too pessimistic and sceptical about religious mat-
ters—to make proper fighting material. The war
has completely disproved this theory, The heroic
deeds that are being written in the skies of
England today, on the high seas, in Egypt and
Libya,—are deeds done, for the most part, by
vouths who were what we used to call “war
babies”; averaging in ages between twenty and
thirty years. These young men may have been
embittered about our economic system before the
war ; many of them were facing the prospect of
an unemployed lifetime. Today they are our first
line of defense, and a nobler generation has
never left its mark on the pages of history. They,
gnd our whole generation, have escaped the
#Nebuchadnezzar curse”, the danger greater
than that of sword or sedition ;—the danger that
dependence on God may be forgotten becaue
the bread is given and the water is sure, that
gratitude to..Him may cease because His con-
stancy of protection has taken the semblance of
a natural law, “Above the river of man’s life,”
says Ruskin again, “there is a wintry wind,
though a heavenly sunshine.” It is better for a
nation, at times, to face that wind than to bask
eternally in the sunshine,

William James, the American philosopher,
once spent a week at the famous assembly
grounds on the borders of Lake Chautauqua.
That was in the heyday of Chautauqua, and he
was amazed and delighted with what he saw. All
the arts of peace had been developed. There was
“universal kindness and cheapness, and equal-
ity ; the best fruits of what mankind has fought
and bled and striven for under the name of civ-
ilization for centuries.” It was, in short, “a
foretaste of what human society might be were
it all in the light, with no suffering and no dark
eorners.”

Yet James found, at the end of a week, that
he had had enough of it. He grew mightily
weary of that “middle-class paradise, without a
sin, without a victim, without a blot, without a
tear.” He found, on analyzing his emotions, that
something vital to humanity was lacking. “It
was,” he says, “the element that gives the wicked
outer world all its moral style, expressiveness
and picturesqueness—the element of precipiti-
ousness so to call it, of strength and strenuous-
ness, intensity and danger.” What excites and
interests the looker-on at life, James found, was
#the everlasting battle of the powers of light
with those of darkness; with heroism reduced to
its bare chance, yet ever and anon snatching vic-
tory from the jaws of death.” When there was
no potentiality of death and suffering in sight
anywhere, when there was no point of the com-
pass visible from which danger might possiblv
appear, when the ideal was so completely vic-
torious already that no sign of any previous
battle remained, and the place was just “resting
on its oars,” the effect, morally, was one of stag-
nation. “What our human emotions seem to re-
quire is the sight of the struggle going on;” and
in this judgment Henry James is in accord with
pll the great minds of antiquity.

Tet us be thankful, this Christmas eve, that
Jn a struggle not of our making, we have found
that strength of spirit which has enabled us not
only to ‘“carry on”, but to take the-initiative and
work towards a victory which will be final and
complete for all “men of goodwill”. Our Christ-
mas anniversary, spent in the shadow of this
awful war, takes on-a deeper meaning because

of the moral issues involved. No one can
doubt that Iingland today is sturdier than atany
time since the {hreat of the Spanish Armada
rotised her great spirit to deeds that yet re-
cotnd in prose and rhyme. Of Canada too, and
all the nations associated in the British Empire,
the same can be said. One recalls the magnifi-

cent opening of the late Sir William Watson's
Ode on the Coronation of King Edward VII:
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“Sire, we have looked on many and mighty things
In these elght hundred summers of renown
Since the Gold Dragon of the Wessex Kings
On Hastings field went down;

And slowly in the ambience of this crown

Have many crowns been gathered, till, today,
How many peoples crown thee, who shall say?
Time, and the ocean, and some fostering star,
In high cabal have made us what we are.”

This Christmas season we ecannot avoid

thoughts of the Empire and of our own men
overseas who are fighting the battle of Empire.
The angelic message has a deeper meaning for
us than in times of peace. We are actually fight-
ing for the existence of everything that Christ-
mas and Christianity means. If we fail in what
we have set our hands to, there will be no op-
portunity of celebrating tomorrow’s festival in
the years to come. The fact, therefore, that the
past month has been the most encouraging from
the British standpoint, is a legitimate reason for
observing tomorrow’s anniversary with grati-
tude and joyousness.
To our readers, as on other similar occasions,
we extend best wishes for “a merry Christmas”,
May those especially who have loved ones in the
armed forces feel the joy and pride that comes
from realization of the issues involved in this
war of Christianity against the worst eruption
of paganism that has been manifested in our
time,

Observing Christmas

In modern times when the Christmas festival
is so universilly observed in free Christian
countries, says the National Revenue Review, it
is difficult to realize that at one time in the
State of Massachusetts the observance of
Christmas was a punishable offence. The re-
cord of the General Court of Massachusetts,
dated May 11, 1659, reads: “Whosoever shali
be found observing any such day as Christmas
or the like. . . shall pay for every offence five
shillings as a fine. . .” A deep rooted pre-
judice toward any observance of this holiday
existed among the colonists, who boasted open-
ly that none of the holidays of England had
survived the passage of the Atlantic. The law
which forbade the keeping of Christmas was re-
pealed in 1681. But it was not until 1789 that a
holiday was ordered in Boston schools on Christ-
mas Day, From then on, Christmas celebrations
steadily increased.

Even in the early Christian church, Christmas
was not observed until the beginning of the
fourth century. The earliest Christmas sermon
of which there is any record dates from this
period. It was preached by Chrysostom in An-
tioch, the heathen city where “the disciples were
first called Christians.”

EDITORIAL NOTES

Christmas Eve.
X % k%

Tomorrow the Day of days.
x Tk kX

Now the storekeepers’ “task” is done until
another Christmas-tide,
x K & %
There will not be Western soldiers here from
Debert after all. What went wrong with the
works?
- x % %

The churches and other organizations have
been doing yeomen service in the interest of the
poor and needy. May there be no disappointed
child tomorrow morning!

X X X %
George VI is King, and Winston Chiurchill,
his prophetic Prime Minister; both let their
voices be heard by some 300,000,000 people at
this critical time when the future of democratic
Christianity is at stake.

x ok k%
Whatever may be said about contract work
elsewhere, the Government contractors at the
new airport here more than lived up to the let-
ter of their bond, and deserve congratulations
on the fine work they have accomplished.

ok k%

and churches are on the last lap with Santa

Claus. Make sure no child is overlooked and

disappointed Christmas morning. The Guar-

dian got exactly 101 personal direct appeals by

mail, all of which have been duly complied with.
* ok k%

Necessity still being the mother of inventions,
with the United States smoking pipe manufac-
turers cut off from their usual Italian, Al-
gerian and Balkan briar wood supplies, New
York concerns have ordered tests made with
manzanita wood from the Lassen National For-
est. Should the wood prove satisfactory, it is
announced it will supplant briar-root,

* * = *

Hugh Miller, Scottish geologist, poet and
journalist, died this date, 1856. Served appren-

ticeship as stone mason, became bank accountant
published his poems, 1829; edited “The Wit-
ness” in 1839 in which paper appeared his fam-
ous articles on “The Old Red Sandstone”, later
reprinted in book form; wrote his equally pop-
ular “My Schools and Schoolmasters” showing
his progress in self-education: “The three R’s
is the foundation of all education; if that be
truly laid it must necessarily follow that the as-
piring youth will find ways and means of
further development,”
x X K %

How the American plutocrats do get mixed
up with European royalty. Princess Maria of
Greece, a sister of the late King Constaintine
and an aunt of King George II, has died in
Athens of a heart attack at the age of 64. She
was an aunt of Marina, Duchess of Kent. Prin-
cess Maria, who was born in Athens on Febh.
20, 1876, was married at Corfu in 1900 to
Georges Michailovitch, Grand Duke of Imperial
Russia. Bolshevists shot the Grand Duke in St.
Petershurg in 1919, but Princess Maria escaped
to England. Three years later she was married to
a retired Greek admiral, Perciles Joannides, and
lived with him in Rome for many years. One
of her daughters, the Princess Xenia, was mar-
ried in 1921 to William B. Leeds, Jr., =on of
the late Cleveland tin-plate executive, hut was
divorced from him in 1930. Mr. Leeds’s moth-
er was married in 1920 to Prince Christopher,
Princess Maria’s brother., She died three years
later. Prince Christopher died last January, .

The Boy Scouts, Dispensary, Salvation Army |Citizen

| NOTES BY THE WAY

At this crucial stage of the war
when so much depends on ade-

planning ¢f the most sweeping and
discerning sort, Plecemeal effort is
ineffectual in an all-out war. There
is no fusuﬂca.uon for Canada to
seek self-sufficiency in war sup-
plies at this time. Victory can
only come through intelligent
combination, — Regina Leader-Post
e

The man today who, for his own
private gain, deals illegally in
money and securities against the
laws that have been enacted to pro-
tect our exchange is not guilty of
an ordinary crime, His actions cone
|stitute sabotage of the national
war effort just as trulir as if he
placed & bomb in a muniticns plant.
He must be looked on as an enemy
of the things we fight for, and as
such, should be put in a place
where he can do no more damage to
the nation, — Windsor Star.

In a “total” war such as we are
now forced to conduct, mothers and
children are in the front line,
through actual bombing or through
economic strain and pressure. In-
evitably they suffer, Our American
friends are med, generous, warms
heartes. Their instinctive urge to
relieve suffering does them credit.
But war is what their own sol-
dier, Sherman, said it was, and
the hest way to terminate suffere
ing is to end the war as quickly
as pcssible, The British blockade is
a sure way to defeat the enemy,
and must be maintained for the
sake of those who hope to live in
Eurcpe after the war in peace and
in freedom, — London Free Press.

. Plans announced for the estab-
lishment, on January 1, next of a
naticnal radio news service, operat-
ed by the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation, appear to be ccenpre-
hensive. This service will be, prac-
tically speaking, an amplification
of the national news summaries
and bulletins supplied at present
by The Canadian Press, It will be
carried by all corporation stations
and by such private stations as
are needed to extend coverage
threughout the country, In addi-
tion it will be available to all other
private stations desiring it—Brant-
ford Expositor,

As with several Ontario

i muni-
cipalitics in  finaneial difficulties
during the depression, this = Pro-

vincial commission plan appeared
to offer the best prospect for Mcn-
treal's rehabilitation of its civic
affairs, The city is paying the price
always consequent upon foolish ex-
penditure. In this respect Montreal
1s not alone, though its civic ad-
ministration appears to tave heen
even mcre slipshod than elsewhere,
With so large a council and Pr-o
vincial supervision, it is hoped the
activities of local ward-heelers will
checked. And if there be co-
operation between the commission
and this truly representative coun-
cil, future legislation should be for
the benefits c¢f the Canadain
metropolis. — Globe and Mail (To-
ronto) . ;

If the plural of “goose” is “geese”,
why is the plural of ‘“moose” not

“meese?” That is an old poser, And
what about “beaver”? The Sault Ste.
Marie Star, the other day, headlin-
ed an editorial “Algoma Beaver
Are Getting Busy.” Perhaps The
Star has some aubhoritir for this. It
may he that it was relying on the
fact that the little broadtailed rod-
ent is amphiblous and so is entitled
the same sort of plural ag “fish”,
But in that case why write “cows,”
“horses,” “cats” etc. No wonder
foreigners think the English she are
a peculiar languages. — Brantford
Expositor.

Canada has several other sea-
worthy destroyers, originally built
for the British Navy but taken over
by the Canadian " naval service.
Some of the former United States
destroyers have also been convert-
ed into serviceable Canadian war-
ships, but the need is greater than
ever to set to work on the construc-
tion of larger warships of the cruis-
er class, to give Canadian lads a
fighting chance against the lurking
enemy underwater, the sudden at-
tack from the air, and even more
against German raiders with heav-
ier guns. Canada has no warship at
present, with anything like the gun-
power needed o engage one of
German’s new raiders on the At-
lantic paths of commerce.—Ottawa

Ah, well,. say the., end-of-every-
thing school, what is the use of
worrying? Everybody is going broke,
anyway. We might as well spend
while we have the momey. If this
school prevails we certainly shall
gd broke, and it will not the
rich who will suffer chicfly. Tt will
be the great middle class, the-vast
majority of Canadians, the four
million men and wcmen who have
savings in the bank, the three and
a half millions who have life in-
surance licies, They will be the
chief vietims of this end-of-every-
thing theory, for that theory, if ‘it

captures our g.vernments, will
surely mean the end of savings, of
{ixed incomes, of life insurance,

But it need not be the end of every-
thing if we keep our heads and
éightcn our pelts, — Vancouver
un.,

The Tribune has had plenty of
disagrcements with the Honorab]e]
James G. Gardiner, Minister of
Agriculture, Speaking as Minister
of National War Services, Mr,
Gardiner made s:me remarks re-
cently which the Tribune is ha; y
to applaud. He said that a ter
Britain and her Allies have de-
feated Nazilsm, peace-loving de-
mocracies would have to pol¥ce the
world—would have to retain a suf-
ficlent, force to call potential gang-
sters to time, There is sound sense
in this. Here s something which
critics of the Ieague ct? Nations
and League enthusiasts, Imperial-
ists, isolationists, realists and ideal-
ists can readily agree upon. The
experiment of ‘a toothless League
has proved disastrous. There can
be no world order unless there are
the force and authority behind it
to maintain that order, — Winnipeg
Tribune,

Ruthless slaughter of civilians
and the destruction of anclent land-
marks and priceless historical build-
ings undoubtedly have some mili-
tary value, but it won’t win the
war. The war will be won only by
acquiring military supremacy, Tt is
quite obvious that the blowing up
of an oil dump In Germany or in
Ttaly 1s more important than de-
strcying the Pantheon, obliterating
lthp Coliseum or upsetting the lean-
ing Tower of Pisa, though there
may be something to be sald for

quacy of supply, there is need for

——

PUBLIC FORUM

GRATITUDE AND FAITH

Sir:—The spirit of Christmas will
reach even into war ravaged Eng-
land, next Wednesday, when men
throughout the Christian world will
celebrate the greatest day in the
year. Here in North America the
people will hold reverential cere-
monies in humble gratitude to God
for their peace and freedom. In
sharp dissimilitude to the gloomy
blackouts of other continents, lights
will glow on Christmas eve in a
blazing tribute to the glories of lib-
erty in the New World, where, out
of the ruthless tyranny of dictat-
ors in the Old, there has sprung a
profound appreciation, heretofore
unequalled, of the privileges its peo-
ple enjoy.

Surely then, the amazing defense
being carried on for life itself by
the English and the Greeks — the
last remaining protectors and de-
fenders of our way of life in half a
world defiled by totalitarianism—
deserves our best. Not only for the
survival of their courageous peoples
should we extend all we can ‘o
Britain and to Greece, but actually
—perhaps a seemingly selfish motive
but a necessary one —to keep war's
ghastly reality from these shores.
‘When on Christmas Day, in our
comfort and security, we pay trib-
ute to the living memory of the
birth of our Saviour we must all
join in earmest prayer, with our
faith undimmed, that Christmas,
1941, will find the two thousand-
year-old song of the angel of the
Lord, ”....On earth peace among
men”, forever fulfilled.
I am, Sir, etc.,

J. M. WHEATLEY
Montreal.
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‘Covner,

possibility seems more remote now

on the Axis side; and while that

plates by an assault on the famous
naval sage whichhasbeeruin Brit-
ish hands for more than two cen-

CAROL

on a Christmas night:
herds a-whistling over the hill?

The Ox said to the Ass, said he, all
“Do you hear the pipe of the shep-

than it did some time ago, the Brit-
ish domination of the Western
Mediterranean entrance will be imore
certain if the Royal Canadian En-
gineers now engaged in tunnelling
operations can place the garrison

turies.

That is the angels’ music they play
for their delight,

‘Glory to Gpd in the highest, and
peace upon earth, good-will’ . . .
Nowell, nowell, my masters, God
lieth low in stall,

And the poor labouring Ox was here
before you all.”

| catchments on the

in a position to withstand a siege
of unprecedented proportions,

The water supply is provided by
funnelling rain into great concrete
slopes of the |
Rock, and these would be vulner-
able to bombs and chemicals drop- |
ped from airplanes. The water-

The Ass said to the Ox, said he,
all on a Christmas day:

you hear the golden bridles
come clinking out of the east?
Those are the three wise Mages that
ride from far away
To Bethlehem in Jewry to have
their lore increased . . . aod

Nowell, nowell, my masters,
the oor, foolish Ass was here

lieth low in stall

fore you all.
—Dorothy L. Sayers.

Canadians Fortify
Gibraltar

( Globe and Mail)
Canadian engineers are {inding
opportunities for their exceptional
ability in this war as they did in
the last, when they built roads,
light railways, tunnels and trench
sy France. The news that
Major Colin Campbell, Ontario Min-
ister, of Public Works, has taken a
detachment of the Royal Canadian
Engineers to Gibraltar to make “The
Rock” still safer gave a thrill to
Canadian newspaper readers yes-
terday. The detachment is composed
of hard-rock miners from every
Province in the Dominion, and if
there is one thing they can do well
it is tunnelling in hard rock. They
are the first to use diamond drills
on the Rock of Gibraltar, and there
is no doubt the British are glad to
have them there, since they are
working day and night to make
the stronghold impregnable.
Contrary to the popular notion,
Gibraltar has weaknesses as a fort-
ress. It has virtually no protection
against air attack, except its native
rock and its bristling anti-aircraft
guns, Its food supplies are limited
and it can be brought under long-
range artillery fire from three sides.
Military experts belleve that its
value as a naval base can be easily
destroyed if Spain enters the war

deem it advisable from milittary
standpoint to bomb Rome or any
other place. — Toronto Telegram,
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Here's Some Suggestions Of—

PRACTICAL

FOR HER

storage tanks, rniagazines and other
essential combat services are under
rock, and the fortress is believed to |
have stored enough food, water and
ammunition to withstand a six-
month siege. b
It is not improbable that the
Germans frustrated in the Middle
East, will be intriguing in Spain by
offering to restore Gibraltar to that
country; so that if the Royal Can-
adian Engineers can forestill them
by tunnelling projects ‘which will
enable the garrison to withstand
a prolonged siege the enemy will be
cheated of any gain he contem-

turns

The money you spend for a sup-
ply of our carefully sclected . coal
can be regarded as a safe invest-
ment with sure and abundant re-

in personal comfort and
domestic economy,

ARE
EQUIPPED
TO FILL
ALL

YOUR
Insurance Needs

W. K. ROGERS
AGENCIES LTD.

W. D GILLIS & 0. || awer st rouso i
PHONE 176
BRI IO LS T |

Gifts By
Lentheric

Here you will find a
lovely display of Len-
theric Gay French
Toiletries, singles or in -
sets.
The Perfume Sets
range in price from

$1 .50 to $1 0.50

according to number of
items in each.

The Toilet Waters
Come in
TWEED
A’'BIENTOT
MIRACLE,
SHANGHAI, !
CARNATION, '
LOTUS D'OR

\
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Money For Christmas—

Next in importance to health and happiness at
Christmas, comes money.
possible that neither health nor happiness would exist, with-
out that medium of exchange,

Money for future delivery, may be provided by the bread-
winner, through Life Insurance.

Our Company will contract to deliver, say on Christmas
Eve, for the number of years desired, the amount arranged.
In this way, one may arrange happiness at Christmas for
loved ones, many years after he has departed.
annual premium will put such an arrangement into effect.

Ask for further information on this Christmas Plan.

HYNDMAN & CO. LIMITED

Provincial Managers — The Great-West Life
Summerside

In fact, in certain cases, it is

A small

Charlottetown Montague
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LY

VPO OIS

We have  them with Mool

Atomizer tops and
without

Toilet Soap in four
odors, 3 in 51 50
box at — — — —

Full line of sets and
singles for men

JAMIESON’S

Drug Store
R

Say to Your Grocer

BRAHMIN ORANGE PEKOE TEA

You will enjoy its superior

I Want

quality
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Keystone Toilet Sets
Yardley’s Gift Sets
Perfumes

Max Factor Gift Sets
Toilet Water

Compacts

Ashes of Roses Gift Sets

Solve Your Gift Problem In
An Easy Way! !

FOR HIM

Men’s Military Sets
ardley'l Gift_Sets

s Razors
Colgates Gift Sets

ALSO

Xmas Wrapped Cigarettes,
Tobaccos and Cigars,

Pick your Chocolates from

wiping out enemy war offices and
government departments., We can-
not imagine that any sentimental
consideration for cme will in-
fluence Prime Minister Churchill
and his military advisers if they

: BUY

A I
wrapped, 1
THE TWO MACS

DRUGSTORE

CERTIFICATES

WHILE OUR AIRMEN, OUR SOLDIERS, OUR
SAILORS ARE RISKING THEIR LIVES ALL OF
US CAN RISK A FEW DOLLARS TO KEEP THEM
SUPPLIED WITH THE EQUIPMENT TO WIN

BLACK

Manufactured by

HICKEY & NICHOLSON Tobacco Co., Ltd.

Cvﬁ;;iottetown, ,P' E I

WAR SAVING

VICTORY

HICKEY’S
TWIST

CHEWING

R




