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| TOWARDS GERMANS

Commercially and

no German Shall Stand in the

Way of Brilish Interests, Declared
Mr. Runciman, President Board

of Trade, Discussing Post-bellum

Conditions.

e

LONDON, Dec. 24.—"As far
as commerce is concerned Germany
is a beaten nation, and it is for us
to sce it does not recover,” Walter
Runciman, President of the Board
of Trade, told the House of Com-
mons this afternoon in reviewing
the steps taken by the Board for
the re-organisation of. British in-

dustries after the war.

“ There is scarcely a department

of public life,” Mr Runciman said
“about which

cies.

\

“ Nothing in commergial life will
start off when the war is over in
the same condition as when the war
began, and in every one relation-
Central Powers’
zollverein is bound to conflict with

ship with  the

our_interests.”

After enumerating the subjects
Trade was
specially investigating, among them
being the ownership of real-pro-
perty-by-aliens, Mr Runciman in-
stanced the danger of such owner-
ship, stating that he knew of one

which the Board of

we have not heen
thinking what likely will happen
when the war is over and how best
to, prepare for - future contingen-

and that the British were prevented
from exploiting the coal field. He
added:

“ That cannot continue after the
war.  The Board is taking great
care to allow no German stand in
its way in England. We are nct
going to be especially tender to the
Germans.”

Mr Runciman specially referred

to the German control of oil ficlds
,}in Europe, remarking that this raw
material was of such vital interest
tq' Great Britain that the Board
was taking special steps.to see how
much of the German control of this
product could be transferred to
Great DBritain, so that the latter’s
interest would be safeguarded.
Continuing he said:
- “German trade in South America
and the east has received a serious
blow, and it is the duty of the
Board to sce that our business men
have every advantage.”

Mr Runciman referred to the
indications of a belief on the con-
tinent ‘that Great Britain in thus
looking ahead was inclined to think
of - the . return of her commercial
prosperity rather than of “throw-

coal field in the Midlands owned by'ing ourselves heart and soul into

Germatts and
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trading under an
English title, which now was idle,

the attainment of the main object.’

“That is entirely untrue’”’ the
President said. “T would not like
it to be imagined in TFrance, in
Russia and in Italy, that in prepar-
ing for future contingencies, we
were contemplating an early peace.
There is no peace to which we
could be a party if it would in any
way conflict with the interests of
the Allies.”
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cent air battle between a British and
| a German aviator, which ended in the
destruction of both machines, and the
death of their occupants, is printed by
the Amsterdam Telegraf, according
to a dispatch to Reuters Telegram
Tompany.

. The British aeroplane,
‘ed, wag flying over the district of
Litchterveidt, south of Bruges, Bel
gium, and dropped several hombs,one
which hit an ammunition depot, caus-
Ing a heavy explosion, On starting
back the aviator found his path inter-
cepted by a German airman. A long
and violent battle ensued, in which
both aeroplanesg were disabled and
crashed to earth, killing the occu-
pants.

it is stat-

316-12-26-M31. _ .
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TORONTO, Dec. 25.—Maritime:
then strohg winds, then

. ay,
bleed oy by southerly with rain

gales lenaterly
] ‘n"ll‘l';“tWEATHER.—YBsterday was
dull and cool with snow at night

The highest temperature recorded
yesterday was 32 degrees above zero.
At nine o'clock yesterddy morning it
registered? 30 degrees above gero; at

last night 32 degrees above The
‘2:,?3..:';&.' evious night was 30 deg.
aho i

Ve 2ero. 3 ¢
The tide will be high this afternoon
at 1.56; tomorrow at 2.25, Monday at
2.54 and (Tuesday at 3.22; it will be
high tomorrow morning at 12.49, Mon+

at 1.30, and Tuesday at 2.18.

this n(:.;n'noo)tn('l".1 4.;{:}.
4,20, Monday at 4.21 &

g’m:? :tt 4.29; it rises tomorrow

morning, Monday and uesday at 7.41.

“The moon rises tonight at 8.
day at 9.38 and Tues ny,at 10.50.

There was a full moon on Thgudny,
Dec. 21 at 862 a. m. FR
2 Cthe last quarter of the moon = wil
beT:n Wed‘}maay,,me. 29th at 8.69
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LONDON, Dec. 24.—The most
important speeches at the closing
session of the House of Commons,
before the House adjourned for
the Christmas recess, were made!
by Lord-Robert Cecil, Under Jec-
retary for Foreign Affairs, Walter
Runciman, President of the Board
of Trade, and A. J. Balfour, First
Lord of the Admiralty,

Lord Robert Cecil's speech was
in the nature of a general defence
of the Forcign Office.  He denied
rumours of  dissensions  in the
Cabinet, of dissensions among the
Allies, and of pro-German influ-
ence in the Foreign Office. He an-
nounced that the Foreign Office
would shortly issue*a White Paper,
stating the principles on which the
British blockade of Germany is
based. :

* Until the resignation of one or
more members of the Cabinet,” he
said, “ everyone is bound to accept
the view that it is united on the
main lines of its policy. As to the
unity of the Allies, they have car-
="td on the war in a manner which,
if one considers Listory, is a really
uiexampled pericrmance of unity.

“ Suggestions have recently been
juadc in-various forms, that some
one in the Foreign Office is in the
pay of Germany, or, at least, is pro-
Cierman. This is a grotesque and
seric s charge. it shows that there

RTANT SPE
AT THE CL!
Lord Robert Cecil Befends'

Rumors of Dissensions in Cabinet and Scores the
Hysterical Neurotics who Under Strain of War

Cry mngr.

mere hysterical neurotics.

moment, suct

s state ol things.

patriotic man to
things.

CGermany has been done.

(hc (e

ade is to
goods with an

tion in neutral countries.

aim throughout has
duce in those
unity instead of *discord.

’

without foundation.’

GHES IN COMMONS
SING SESSION

3 g
are rome people who are urable to
stand the strain of war, and become
When
things are not going right, for the
people tlink the
preper course is to-turn-on the men
whie ave trying to serve their coun-
try, and shout * Traitor! Traituri®
“This is a disgiaceful, un-Drit-
[t is uttaly
destructive of the worale of the
country. and it is the duty of every
stamp on th
I assurc the House that
crerything that could be legitimate-
iv done to prevent geods going ialo
One of
the n:embers Ai the Flouse of Com-
mous has said that the only way to
ellectively blockade Germany is te
¢o to war with the reutral coun-
tries surromnding Germany. I want
to say most frankly vhat this is pct
sv of the Gosveirment.
“The great difficulty in a block-
discriminate between
enemy destination
and those genuinely for consump-

“As to our Balkan Policy, the
been to pro-
unhappy countries
Thie
suggestion that the Foreign Office
rejected an alliance with, or the
assistance of, Greece, is absolutely

et

Foreign Office. Denies

[l

Mr Runciman spoke of the steps
the Board of Trade was taking to
prepare for commercial conditions
after the war, beginning with the
declaration: .

“So far as commerce is concern=
ed, Germany is a beaten nation, and
it is for us to see that it does not
recover.”

Mr Balfour, replying to various
speakers who had complained of
the shortage of ships for mercantile
purposes, said that the whole pos-
sibility of carrying on the war
rested on the British navy and its
mercantile fleet. He was willing
to confess that there had probably
been some wastage of tonnage, but
the first business of the Admiralty
was, not to save tonnage, but to
win battles.

“ We cannot expect to carry on
a war with the same economy that
we manage the port of Liverpool or
Hull,” said the First Lord. “ The
main thing has been to see that
every warship was ready to fight
wherever required, and that every
soldier was supplied with all neces-
sary to make him the best fighting
unit.”

He urged that the wisest remedy
for the 'shortage of tonnage was to
go on with the building of merchant
ships, which; be thought, should be
recognized as war ~ work, Second
only to the manyfacture of muni-
ticns.

BAITISH AIM 1S UNITY
INSTEAD OF DISCORD

LONDON, Dce. 24.—The policy
of the British Government regard-
ing the Balkans has throughout

“in these unhappy countries,” unity
instead of discord, Lord Robert
Cecil, Parliamentary Under Secre-
tary for Forcign Affairs, told the
Hotise of Commons this evening.
Lord Robert stated that the Fore-
ign Office would shortly publsh a
White Paper, giving the principles
on which the blockade of Germany
was based. :
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ial Men Working

MONTREAL, Dec. 23— No single
enterprise ever undertakén in Canada
can enumerate among these particip-
ating in the large number of influenti-
al business and financial men, or a
group more representative of all pro-
fessions, all branches of commercial
life, than the Belgian Relief Committee
which 1s just now renewing its efforts

activities are under the control of the
men holding offices or membership: in

and, in one or two instances, over the¢

ntative, golid or more dbleé
froup e an than

those who are now administering Cans
ada’s part in the relief of starving Bel:
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similarly last year.

DAY OF INTERCESSION

OTTAWA, Dec. 24.—The Act-
George TFoster,
announced to-day, after a cabinet
council, that the first Sunday in
the New Year had been set aside
as a day of general prayer and in-
tercéssion on account of the war.
A-day of intercession was set aside

THE TURK CIN LE
LIE THE GERMANS

CONSTANTINOPLE, Dec. 23.
—Via London—The Turkish War
Office to-night gave out the follow-
ing statement:— : ;

“Along the entire Northern
front our troops are approaching
the barbwire entanglements of the
cnemy trenches. ;

“ On the Dardanelles front, near
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At least four Bank Presidents
be found among,  the members H. V.
‘| Meredith, President of the Bank of
Montreal, Sir Herbert S. Holt, head
of the Royal Bank of Canada, Sir H.
the Mer:
chants Bank of Canada, and M. Che-
valier, of the Credit Fonicer of Mont-

real.

THE PURCHASING SECTION.

The purchasing section of the gen-
éral committee was selected with the
Dale, ex-pre-
sident of the Montreal Board of Trade
and one of the best known insurance
men in Canada, is chairman of this

EARTHQUAKES AT . - 1,
MALA.
GUATEMALA CITY, Guate-
“Ymala, Déc. 24.—There Have ' been
{twenty-three severe earthquakes irf},
Guatemala in the last two days.|were killed'a
| No serious damage: has been re- Lc‘ivilians
"y 4 Wb,
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Seddul Bahr, there have been tem-
porary -artillery  and bombarding
enceunters. Our artillery ‘on' the
Anatolian coast of the Straits suc-
cessfully bombarded Mortaliman
and the landing places at Tekke
Burnu.  Near Mortoliman we sank
two small boats and near Tekke a
small ammunition vessel. 'In ‘one
scctor cleared of the enemy we
f>und provisions of all kinds, suffi-
cient for an army cvorps for a long
time, 1,000,000 <and bags, some
thousands .of tents, 500 blankets,
400 stretchers, cne mortar near
Aghime Dero and many mortar
bombs hidden in the ground. :

“On the Irak {front' {Mesopo-
tamia) ‘near
artillery sank two enemy monitors

another. by a..direct. hit./
" . v ¥ L8
“On the Caucasus front an

« pnumber. :

Horn a

ploded.

“wounded.  One
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and the Russian forces in Persia

Kut‘el-Amara, our

and caused an explosiofi'on board.

cnemy attack in,the neighbourtiood
of 1d (in 'Turkish Armenia) ot
'Decémber 20, cost him cight-officers
and 300 men, while our losses
amounted to only one-third of this

» “In a magazine on the Golden
quantity of dynamite ex-|

“Five soldiers and ten civilians
4 number of

Germans say

LONDON, Dec. 24. — There
have been some clashes in Galicia,
with minor successes on both sides,

are fighting twenty-five miles from
Teheran, but the Balkan theatre
maintains a place of first import-
ance in the war news, despite the
fact that there has been no severe
fighting for several days.

The Greek public’s uncasiness
over the possibility of an early ex-
tension of Germanic operations to
Greek territory increases hourly,
and the Greek domestic situation is
so ruffled that it is stated that par-
liament, as soon as it meets, will
declare martial law in order to
muzzle the opposition press, which
has been mercilessly attacking the
government.

A Reuter despatch from Athens
says that Germany is reported to
have informed Greece that she
hopes to reach Saloniki by Janu-
ary 15, promising, at the same time,
to evacuate Greek territory as soon
as the task is finished.

Greek. correspondents .of . the
Paris newspapers declare that the
Teutonic Allies have decided that
Austria shall have the initiative in
all the offensive movements in the
Balkans, and reports are also pub-
lished in Paris that the Austrians
aré actually marching on Saloniki.
The British  correspondents at
Saloniki scoff at the reports. of an
early Germanic offensive, however,
declaring their conviction that the

RUSSIANS WITHIN _
95 MILES OF

TEHERAN

L s el
g S

O el

Balkan Theatre Still in Chaotic State.

they will be in

Saloniki by January 15. Allies
Confident of Holding Position.
Suez Preparations by Germany
Regarded as Suicidal. :

lull is likely to persist for some time
longer.  The Saloniki correspon-
dent of Reuter’s” Telegram Com-
pany says that military men there
believe the Austro-Germans and
Bulgarians will establish a screen
parallel to the Greek border, taking
up strong positions in the Mace-
donia *defiles, there to await an
offensive movement by the Entente
Powers.

Geneva despatches  speak con-
vincingly of German preparations
for an attack on the Suez Canal,
which is now timed for the end of
January, but the British press con-
tinues to declare that the defensive
preparations would make an attack
on that territory folly.

The Turkish official communica-
tion to-day refers to the “northern
front,” this being the first reference
of the kind.

From Russia comes reports that
the Germans and Russians alike are
making energetic preparations for
new operations early in the New
Year. The Russian military organ,
the Russky. Invalid, says:

“The winter campaign on the
Russian front will not be confined
to war of position.  Important

The
Russians and Germans know that
the great wat will be decided on
the Russian front, for no successes

events are likely very soon.

elsewhere can have a preponderat-
ing effect until a result has been

,

obtained here.”

INDICTMENTS ARE
fOUND AGAINST HUNS

NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—Indictments
were returned = today charging Paul
Koenig, chief detective of :the
Hamburg-American line, and Richard
Fmil Leyendecker, an antique dealer
with conspiring to dynamite the Wel-
land canal, Edmund Justice, a Ham-
burg-American line watchman, . was
also indicted . with  Koenig, on
charges of_ conspiracy to secure
military information for the Ger-
man government, The indictments
againsgt Koenig and Leyendecker
charge them with conspiring to “set
on foot in the United States a mili-
tary enterprise against the Dominion
of Canada.”, | | ’

The indictments set ‘forth that a
part of this alleged conspiracy was
to desroy, . with dynamite or other
means, the Welland canal, leading
from Port Colborne to Port Dalhousie.

Ag a part of the plot to destroy
the canal, the indictments allege,
Koenig and Leyondecker planned to
secure employment ‘for their
agents, in vatious factories and mills
adjacent to the canal.

The military force which /the in-
dictments again st Koeing/and Ley-
‘endecker planned to send, from this
country, was also intended to destroy
*various plants .and properties in
Canada, other than the Welland
canal.” ¢

Koenig and Justice are charged
in the indictments with having con-
spired in the United States to secure
for the German government informa-
tion regarding  the character and
quantity of munitions and other war
materials being sent from Canada to
Great Britain . * '

In this connection, it is charged that
Justice made trips to Portland, Maine,
Burling, Vermont and Quebec, during
September, 1914, and that all of these
trips were a part of the conspiracy to
secure military information for the
German government,
Koenig, in his various activities, is
alleged to have been known under the
aliases of Wagner, Wegenkemp, Win-
ter and Perkins, while Leyendecker
was known as Z D. Decker and R.

R 1]
SUPPLIED

NEW YORK, Dec. 24—The arrest
yesterday of Edmund Justice, a-night
watchman employed by the Hamburg-
American Steamship Company, was
declared by federal officials to supply
the “missing link”‘in a chain of evi-
dence proving that the steamship
company was the financial agent
of the German government in vari-
ous plots against American neutral
ity, alleged . to have been uncover-
ed by the department of justice.
Justice wag arrestel as an em-
ployee and fellow conspirator of
Paul Koenig, head of the Ham-
burg-American detective bureau,
who is charged with plotting to
blow up the Welland Canal,
Shortly after Justice's arrest a
lawyer, representing Koenig, ap-
peared before United States
Commissioner Houghton and gave
$20,000 bail for the appearance ' of
Justice at a hearing set for - Janu-
ary 12. This makes a total of
more than $100,000 supplied by
the Hamburg-American Company as
bail  for men, accused of plots
against American neutrality. .
Indictments in the Welland
canal case are expected today. The
grand jury, which has been investi-
gating the activities of Franz Von
Rintelen in ,fomenting strikes in
munitions factories, has completed

THE “MISSING LINK”
IS

its work. Indictments in this — case
proti?bl,v will be returned next
week. p
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