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How Will They Vote?

If it comes to a vote in Parliament on send-
Mg conscripts overseas, how will our Queens
and King's County representatives vote? Sure-
ly they will be men enough to support the
stand taken by their Prince County colleague,
Col. Ralston! No Province in Canada has a
better right to expect its mmebers to take this
stand than has Prince Edward Island, with its
unequalled  enlistment record. No * Province
has a better right to protest Mr. King's amaz-
ing statement that the voluntary system has
proven “adequate”. The following official fig-
ures selected recently by the Wartime Informa-
tion Board at Ottawa show how grossly inade-
quate and unfair that system has proven to be
so far as Prince Edward Island is concerned.

Under this now about spent voluntary sys-
tem, the response from the men of military age
in this Province has been the largest recorded
for any of the provinces, and that from Que-
bec the lowest, with a showing less than half
the per capita record of Prince Edward Isl-
and, and little more than half that of the rest
of Canada. These are the figures:

Prince Edward Island, 46.5 per cent of all
men between the ages of 18 and 45 years; Brit-
ish Columbia, 45.8 per cent; Nova Scotia, 45:4
per cent; New Brunswick, 44.6 per cent; Ont-
ario, 44.4 per cent; Manitoba, 44.4 per cent;
Alberta, 41 per cent; Saskatchewan, 39.7 per
cent; Quebec, 22.8 per cent,

How then can our Federal representatives, if
they possess a grain of intestinal stamina, do
otherwise than support conscription whole-

- heartedly as a means of reinforcing our Island
soldiers overseas?

How We Voted In ‘42

This is how the vote stood in 1942 on giv-
mg the Government power to send draftees
overseas if necessary.

NoO
235,350
993,663

33,043
45,940
4,481
55735
63,314
74,371
75427
317
120
60,885

1,643,006

YES

cesssinasiay 1,217,604
376,188
120,382
105,602
23,660
221,198
254,301
188,172
186,172
860

Ontario
Quebec
Nova Scotia ...

New Brunswick .......
Prince Edward Island ..
Manitoba

British Columbia
Saskatchewan ...
Alberta

Yukon Territory
Yellowknife and District
Service Vote ...

313
251,118

TOTAL

2,945,514

Air Training Facilities

News items in the last few Years have told
of airmen and soldiers being killed during their
training periods. These fatalities, before a po-
tential combatant has had a chance to strike a
blow at the enemy, always seem particularly
poignant. But tragic as these accidents are,
battle practice, in the air or on the ground, with
the use of live ammunition and a close imita-
tion of battle conditions, have been justified by
the Allied combat record.

It is impossible to tell precisely what an air-
plane, a gun or machine will do in battle until
it has been tried in battle. But throughout the
war every item of Allied equipment, from
clothes to bombers, has been put through the
most stringent possible tests before combat use.
Lessons learned in combat have been applied
to later tests. The result has been increasingly
superior performance and fewer costly failures
and it has been a large factor in the coming vic-
tory. So the men who have lost their lives in
deadly serious training at home are o less
heroes than the soldiers who have fallen in bat-
tle.  Their contribution is not to be discount-
ed.

Copied Nazi Shovel

Ihe intrenching tool, developed by the Of-
ficc of the U. S, Quartermaster-General and
now in general use by the armed forces, bears
out the old adage that all is fajr in love and
war, for it was inspired by a similar tool cap-
tured from the Nazis early in the war, The
original intrenching tool, issued by the .U, S.
Quartermaster Corps at the beginning of the
war, was simply a small shovel with a blade
8 1-2 inches wide by 6 inches long and a straight
Landle, bringing the over-all length to 19 1-2
inches. The tool developed from the German
model has a blade of the same size, but, by
means of a special sleeve nut, the blade may
be adjusted <o that the tool can be used as a
digging mattock by setting the blade at right
angles to the handle, or a shovel when the blade
is set in a straight line. When not in use the
blade may be folded right back against the
handle and inserted into a fitted duck bag which
is suspended from a soldier's belt.

When folded, the intrenching tool is only
one inch longer than the superseded straight
shovel and the adjustable blade, when opened,
provides a tool six inches longer and with more
'everage than the old implement.

At the same time the German intrenching
‘ools were captured the Nazis had been fight-
‘ng for several years and had been improving
their equipment apace. The adaption of the
Serman tool by the United States is an ex-
ample of how advantage has been taken of

enemy. experience and using it against him.
However, examination of the captured tools
brought to light many needed improvements be-
fore they could be profitably put into mass
production,

The German tool was a hand-made, care-
fully - machined job with the blade made of a
high chrome content steel. The knurled nut,
which adjusts and locks the blade in its three
positions, was made of a plastic compound.

Quebec Labor View

In an article entitled “Voluntary Enlistment
vs. Conscription,” Mr. Gustave Francq, vice-
president of the Quebec Provincial Federation
of Labour, comments adversely on the recent
broadcast of Prime Mimster Mackenzie King.
Mr. Francq does not agree that the statistical
data given by Mr. King are good premises for
his argumentation — believes that the only rea-
son which could be invoked for not having full-
fledged ceiscription is the promise made by the
Prime Minister. But Mr. Francq adds:

“The explanations are far from being satis-
factory and, stripped from unnecessary and ex-
agerated phraseology, it simply means thous-
ands of young men are mobilized, forced
through military training with a view to incite
them to enlist for service overseas. It is ex-
pected that circumstances and pressure will in-
fluence those young men to change their status
of conscripts. It may not be open conscrip-
tion but nevertheless in most cases the aim is
achieved. Individuals are at liberty to
have their own opinion. Insofar as I am con-
cerned, I do not hesitate to say that I prefer the
system employed by our neighbours of the South
to the one existing in Canada for many rea-
sons. I consider the U. S. system more just
and specially less hypocritical.”

EDITORIAL NOIty
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The Navy League campaign now holds the

stage.
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As a Province, or even as a city, we are
not getting any better very fast, are we?
® % % x

*

What is one man’s drink or fortune, may
very easily be another man’s poison or death.
L T T

Halloa, the Prime Minister speaking :
Oh! if I were King of France, or, still better,
Pope of Rome,
I would have no fighting men abroad, or weep-

ing maids at home;
All the world would be at peace; or if others
must show their might,
Why, let them ensnared in quarrels be the only
ones to fight.
v
General Sir Bernard Montgomery, K.C.B.,
D.S.0., British officer, born this date 1887;
entered the army in 1908; served in the Great
War; was commander of the Infantry Brigade
at Portsmouth when present war broke out ;
promoted General Officer in Command in
Southeastern Command 1941; given command
of 8th Army in 1942, upon which his name and
fame became household words, the soldiers re-
ferring to him engea‘r‘ing}(y 3: “Monty.”

“The old lady, as I've said, was very devout
(writes Tom Clarke in the BBC overseas Let-
ter from London), and she said, shaking her
head, ‘I'm afraid this war may have been put
on us because we haven’t been all we should have
been in the past’ ‘How,’ I asked, and got a
surprising reply. ‘Well, for one thing,’ she
said, ‘we didn't finish off the Germans as we
ought to have done when we had ‘the chance

last war’,

L L]

A prototype house has been ordered by the
British Government to test the possibilities of
using light metal alleys in house construction.
Astonishing results have been achieved with pre-
fabricated steel houses and it has been claim-
ed that light metals can be used at least as ef-
fectively as steel, as well as relieving pressure
on steel supplies during the immediate post-
war period, and thus speeding up the huge re-
construction programme. If the present test
proves satisfactory therefore British people may
be found living in factory-produced aluminum
houses by next year,

-

The diversion of milk from cheese factories
to creameries in Eastern Canada has brought
about a slight improvement in the butter sup-
ply situation, but available stocks still are low-
er than they were a year ago. In its October re-
port on the dairy situation, the Dominion Bur-
eau of Statistics reported October butter pro-
duction was 24,500,000 pounds, a decrease of
two per cent as compared with the correspond-
ing month of last year. Total production of
butter for the 10 months ended September 30
amounted to 269,250,000 pounds, a decline of
more than five per cent when compated with

»

the corresponding period of 1943, All prov-|'

inces contributed to the decline except Sask-
atchewan and DBritish Columbia.
= LI I

The American attitude to the Air Confer-
ence at Chicago has been described as the op-
posite of the British, and recently it appeared
that Canada had taken a new stand, sought te
play the part of a mediator, with Reconstruction
Minister C. D. Howe submitting what was called
a compromise plan that would introduce an
clement of control, but at the same time re-
tain the principle of free competition, This
plan has been welcomed by some American dele-
gates as an indication that Canada was leaning
toward the United States and away from the
United Kingdom, It may not be as bad as that,
but for many weeks persons fully informed on
the probable trend of post-war commercial avia-
tion have expressed the fear that unless the
British Commonwealth presented a solid, a
united front at Chicago, the hopes of Britain

and Canada could not be realized, What comes
out of the Chicago meeting will at least show
how . good is the good neighbor  policy.
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If they had such elections in
reform schools, that youngster in
England who broke out of Borstal
and spent a glorious month as a
colonel” in t United - States
Army uld certainly be
chosen as the boy most likely to
succeed in life—Windsor Star.
Ever since his election in 1932,
Senator Collings, who holds a
minor portfolio in the Curtin La-
bor Cabinet, has refused to rake
the oath at the opening of Parlia-
ment. He makes an affirmation,
He says he is following a family
tradition, started by father,
Who was one of those who obtain-
ed permission for members to make
an affirmation if thefr consciences
forbade tiem taking an oath in
‘the House of Commons. .. Aus-
tralian News Letter.

Great problems, both economic
and social, are smack in front of
the Canadian people. Our course
for years to come is likely to be
charted in the very near future.
Let it be said that Canadians used
the opportunity and privilege
which is theirs to take the path of
hel; Own choosing. The answer
lies in an awakening of the value
and importance of our democratic
privileges and the exercise thers-
of.—Kamloops Sentinel,

A Belgian who was insrumental
In making use of Wehrmactit fac-
ilities for resistance purposes was
once impelled to ask one of the
corrupt officlals: “You are a Nagzi
and believe in Hitler. Wil you
tell me how you reconcile that with
your.you'll pardon me — some-
what questionable activities on
the black market?” The Nazi, who
had just accepted several thous-
and francs to deliver what he was
informed were cases of textiles to
France, replied: “There is noth-
ing wrong in it." Didn't the Fue-
Lrer himself once write that we
Nazis must make the most of life?
That is all that I am doing. That
is what every Nazj is doing.” —
London News Chronicle.

Most people will doubt the ad-
vantage of merely working at hard
farm jobs for work's sake, and
will wonder whether people can-
not make better use of their time
by calling on machines to do what
machines can be made to do. Here
In the Lethbridge district, for in-
stance, much of the work an irri-
gated farms is done today by ma-
chines that was done by hand some
Yyears ago. But our farm popula-
tlon has grown as a result. Today

Lest They Forget |
Let Their Record Speak

19%

COMPULSORY MILITARY SER-
VICE? NEVER

. King: “I wish now to
repeat the undertaking I gave in
Parliament on behalf of the gov=
ernment on March 30 last. The
present government believe that
conscription of men for overseas
service will not be a necessary or
an effective step. No such meas-
ure will be introduced by the pres-
ent administration,”

(Special War Session Hans. p.
36, September 8, 1930),

1940
ACCEPTS PRINCIPLE FOR

Said Mr

We are raising specialized crops
with the help of machines—sugar
beets, canning crops and the like
—but there are more men per
farm than formerly. And there is
a higher income from which to
pay them,

Anyone who has attempted to
write a war commentary knows
with what ruthless and methodi-
cal regularity the censorship blue
pencil s exercised.
cut out which have appeared in
half-a-dozen newspapers before
and the most harmless and well-
known facts-suppressed. In the
interest of safety—first one puts
up with all this good-humoredly.
But then one finds things being
gassed which certainly are ex-
remely helpful to the enemy.
One (out of many) was when,
early in the war, we obligingly
told the Germans their incendiary
bombs were not much use.
turally they vastly improved them.
The latest is our nalve publica-
tlon cf the defeat in Hitler's VI,
which causes it to cut off. No
donbt the doodle-bug specialists
will elately correct that oversight.
—Bristol Evening Post.

Before -King George VI came to
the throne. and before there seem-
ed any likelilhood that he would
never do s0, he and the Duchess
of York were regular music hall
patrons. They often paid a visit
guite as informally as anybody
else, to (e West End halls, and
obviously enjoyed the programs of
those days “with zest. Recently
two famous comedians, who have
achleved a tremendous popular
prestige since those days on the
radio and the music hall stage,
gave a command performance at
one of the Royal homes, After
the showing King George spoke
to these world famous artists, and
observed to one of them: “You
have done pretty well since the
days when the Queen and I used
to see you performing at the Lon-
don Palladium.”  “Well, sir,” 1e-
plied the irrepressible humorist
addressed, “you really have not
done so badly yourself.” At which
somewhat daring quip the King
imé hed heartily. — From London

er, .

AUTUMN AND LOVE
Now once again the sad slow sca-

son turning
Toward winter and the brief con-
days—

Passages are 1

o | i
Na: try

tracted
The sunlight slanting through the
deePenlng haze
of woodlamgh dusks E“now once
ain e yearn.
?} itselt fulfillment in the

mind—

The r]ip&w;d fruit some secret tree
el

Like lead into the silence — now

e

Of lost lone birds that summer left
behind.

And always through the seasons,
never changing,

The season of your love that knows
0 tidis—

The soft internal summer that
a

Within your heart

the thought for ranging
Past death toward some ?ur Roal

. What need| MR.

reac

that men beseec
When all }% heaven lies within the
in 'I'hJ

—And:rson M. Scruggs,
New York Times,

DEFENCE OF CANADA

“Emergency Powers Bill passed
to admit of the “mobilization of
all the effective resources of the
nation, both human and material”
for the “defencé and security of
Canada.”

But—said Mr. King: “Those
who were anti-conscriptionists were
against conscription for  service
overseas, and as long as this gov=
ernment is in office we are going
to maintain that position and see
that effect is given to it.”

(1 Hans. 1940, June 20, p. 966),

1941
MR. KING “CLEARS” HIS MIND
RESULT: NO AND YES

And now said Mr. King: “1
want to make perfectly clear what
is in my mind when" I speak of
conscription so that there will ie
no misunderstanding as to my at-
titude in relation to it. So far as
conscription stands for compuls-
ory selective national service, that
is a principle which this govern-
ment has embodied in its Nat-
ional Resources Mobilization Act
passed at a previous session of
this Parliament.”

(So, having made it perfectly
“clear”  that the Government
adopted the principle of Compuls-
ory Military Service, he then con-
tinued:

“I want it to be distinctly under-
stood that so far as the principle
of compulsory Selective National
Service is concerned for Canada,
in 1Crm:zda I stand for that prin-
ciple.” 5
.. .“So far as I am concerned,
without any consultation of the
pecple on that subject, I do not
intend to take the responsibility
of supporting any policy of con-
scription for service overseas

(4 Hans. 1941-42, November 12,
1041, p. 4321),

1942
NO: YES: MAYBE: ANYWAY
WE'LL HAVE A PLEBISCITE

“My ministers accordingly will
seek from the people, by means
of a plebiscite, release from any
obligation arising out of any past
commitments restricting the meth-
ods of raising men for military
service.”

(Extract from Speech from the
Throne, January 22, 1942, 1 Haas.
1942, p. 2).

Mr. King On Record:

“By national service is meant
any form of service, either volun-
tary or compulsory, which contvi~
butes directly to ~ Canada’s war
effort.”

(1 Hans, 1942, January 26, p. 44)

“It is necessary that  all memb-
ers be released from any obliga-
tion arising out of any past com-
mitments restricting the methods
of raising men for military scrv-
ce.”

(.1 Hans. 1942, Janua?’ 26, p. 48)
Mr. King then defin tely states
the reason for the purpose of the

Plebiscite:

“I do not propose to~erect bad
feith and the broken pledge into
a principle of action, I propose
at all times to do all in my power
to see that the will of the people,
not that of any particular section
or group or interest, however pow-
erful or vociferous, shall prevail
1 ’\:.he government of this coun-

‘(1 Hans. January 26, 1942, p. 50)

MR. ILSLEY (Minster of Finance)
“To some members of the House,
the objection to the plebiscite is
that the plebiscite is likely to re-
ceive a majority vote and conse=
quently the government will there-
by be relieved from its pledge not
to introduce conscription for over-
seas service, and they are so
strongly opposed to conscription
for overseas service thai they
even oppose the release of the
government from its past pledges.
Their position is that never, mev-
ef under any condition, should
the government compel Canadians
serve abroad.”” ... “Now these
hon. members are, I am con-
vinced, mistaken” . | | .

“I for one wish to express em-
phatically my belief that the
Dlebiscite will result in an over-
whelming majority of :he Janad-
ian people voting to release the
government from any past pled-
ges which might now prohibic it
from usin% its discretion to fight
this war by any method that
secems necessary to win it.” . |

(1 Hans, 1942, February 4, pp.
311 et seq).

MR. MACKENZIE (Minister
Penslons and National Health):
..“The first obligation upon Can-
ada, is to make sure that essen-
tial  reinforcements to provide
against wastage by battle or other
causes must be provided for those
we have trained or are training to
send beyond our horders to fight
for our country....If voluntary en-
listments should not be sufficient
to provide these reinforcements,
my recommendation would be to
resort to all measures and :means
that may be necessary to see that
these essential reinforcements of
trained men are forthcoming, and
forthcoming in time.”
(1 Hans, 1942, February 6,
)

of

1942

On April 21, 1942, the
Government recelved, from an
overwhelming mujorlly of the
Canadlan people release from anv
past commitments which had re-
stricted the enforcement of come
pulsoty military service for over-
seas,

THE RECORD CONTINUBDS:

In June 1942, Bill 80 was in-
troduced, the provisions of which
made possible the application of
conscription for overseas service.
. KING ON JUNE 10, 1942:

“The Government intends also
to use compulsory selective serv-
fce measures to the utmost limit
required to ensure not only an ade=
quate supply of recruits for tihe
Army, but also to provide an ads-
quate supply of manpower for all

King

our total war effort.”

MR. CLAXTON (Now Minister of
Health and Soclal Welfare):
“It t(}.‘J)u:;dn falls by even a haire

bread h
to the United Nations, to human-
ity and to herself, she would be
dishonoured unless sh
last means of thro
Scales every resourc
matter what cost.”
(4 Hans, June 12, 1042, p. 3312).

MR, ST, LAURENT (Minister of
Justice) :

“I am convinced that we all want
to win the war and that we zre
all pregued to submit to any mea-
sure which may be absolutely nec-
essary for that pi >

“No_thinking person can, there-
fore, have any objection to the
Government resorting to cone
scription for overseas service in
the event of absolute necessity.”

(4 Hans, 1942, June 16, p. 2395).

MR. GIBSON (Minister of Nat-
ional Revenue):

“It is possible that a time may
come when the voluntary system
may fail to supply the reinforce=
ments equal to the demand, and
that is a contingency that we
must face and be prepared to
meet. In such circumstances, I
am certalnly in favour cf
immediate adoption of conscrip-
ton of men for overseas service,
and the government is asking to
have section 3 eliminated to en-
able it, when necessary, to adopt
the same method of raising men
for our forces abroad as now
authorized for home defence.”
(4 Hans, June 19, 1942, p. 3498).

1942

MR, MACDONALD (Minister of
Naval Services) :

“If this bill is passed and the
government is thereby freed, I
belleve that the government should
then accept the responsibility for
which it asked, by implication at
least, in the plebiscite question,
and for which it asked directly in
the speech from the throne.” ' . It
conscription is no good or of
very minor good at any time, we
have wasted much valuable time
indiscussing conscription. The ref-
erence in the Speech from the
Throne to the government being
free from past commitments was
a wholly unnecessary references.
There is' not much sense in ask-
ing free to do something
which in the long run will amount
to nothing, Similarly, the intro-
duction of the plebiscite bill and
the holding of the plebiscite were
wholly  unnecessary moves, . If
conscription is of no value, and
cannot be of any value, then the
Plebiscite was of no value” . . .

“What about Great Britain?
What about the United States?
Whatabout Russia? There is .con
scription in every one of those
countries. . . ., We must maintain
our farms; we must maintain our
factories; we must maintain the
defence of our own shores and our
own sofl.”

“But these “things having . been
done, and there being still avail-
able some men for overseas serv-

and the need for conscripting

€ men having arisen, I say
frankly that in my judgment the
government should have the power
to apply conscription.”

(4 Hans. 1942, June 22, pp. 3508
et seq),

MR. RALSTON (Then Minister
of National Defence):

“So far as I am concerned com-
pulsory service for overseas will
have to be applied without fear
or favour whenever its use will aid
in the achievement of a maximum
war effort, and that does not nec-
essarily mean just to maintain
what we are doing; it means, - if
we can do more, to do it. I do not
belleve that even those who op-
bose compulsory service could
expect me to say otherwise.” 500

..“We have overseas an army to
be proud of, and measure

lves the government power to go

8 limit to see that that army |s

forced and strengthened  for
the task of defending Canada
wherever that task may  cali
them.”

(4 Hans. 1042, June 23, pp. 3561
et seq).

H_)mrom (Minister of Lae
our) :

“When In my view conscription
for overseas service is essential to
the safety of the state and the
preservation of our way of life, I
will express my opinfon in no un-
“fz.h;‘; termlsb'n

ans, , June 25, 5
3085-6)., L

1942
MR. POWER (Minister of Nat-
fonal Defence for Afr):

“Since 1901 the constituency of
Quebec South has, with the ex-
ception of three years, been rep-
resented b{y two men, my father
and myself” . | |

“If I am to judge by their vote
on the plebiscite, they belfeve that
the measure which is now before
the House opens the door to con-
scription for overseas service. I
belleve they are right; I agree
with them that this legislation
does that very thing, . " The
neople of this country as a whole
have pronounced themselves b,
an overwhelming vote clearly and

t.
least expression, 1e
lowing the ordinary  democratic

phases of £
(3 Hans, 1943, June 10, p. 3342).
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I am glad he agrees with me in
the matter of fly-screens and “oute
houses” but am sorry that he is
somewhat mistaken as well as a bit
unmannerly when he advises me
to “stick to such simple and nec-
essary s llke fly-screens and
out-houses” since I am on “firm-
er ground” than when I meddle
in such high-brow affairs as Late
n!

I may deplore it, but the fact
is that during my years of study
-of Latin, and during my years
spent in acquiring an M. A. from
Teachers’ College, Columbia Uni-
versity, followed by years of
teaching English in the high
schools  of New York City, I
amassed little information on fly-
screens and “out-houses”, but could
not fail to get some insight into
the theory and practice of teach-
g. My many friends on the
Island will pardon this piece of
personal data. They do not need
this assurance. Their good judg-
ment has told them that whether
they agree with my suggestions or
not, my words have always been
well considered.
Enough of ersonalities. Mr,
Maclure states that I “give utter=
ance to several current miscon-
ceptions of the educational pro-
cess”, The first of these miscon-
ceptions — my statement that
“modern educators hold that any
subject is as good as Latin as a
mind trainer” is summarily dis-
missed by Mr, Maclure. Give
chapter and verse, says he—who
are these modern educators, or
perhaps they are Mrs. Frank and
her frtilelnds.l'l' to b N

No, they happen e such men
as John Dewey, Thorndike, Kil-
patrick, Angell, Webb, Skinner —
men at the head of the Educational
Dept. of Columbia, Northwestern
University, New York University
and other great universities. Men
who have no superiors in their
field. These men, and others, be-
ginning with Willlam James in
1890, challenged the established
theory of Formal Discipline.
Formal Discipline assumed that
the mind {s made up of separate
and for the most part, independ-
ent faculties such as memory, rea-
soning and the like and that if
the faculty of memory or reason-
ing were frained by the study of a
foreign language or mathematics,
so much improvement in remem-
bering or reasoning would result
that the student would be able to
remember or reason in every situ-
atlon where such activity" was
called for; and that the improve-
ment would come about auto-
matically as the result of stucdy-
ing such a subillect. This theory
influenced teachers everywhere
and was one of the chief reasons
for the study of Latin.
Obviously Mr. Maclure has al-
ways taken for granted that Latin
does excel other studies as a
mind trainer and has no knowledge
that this theory has been found
invalid. In fact he stamps as a
“current misconception” of my-
self and my friends the conclus-
lon arrived at by the men of such
stature as Thorndike, Angell and
Dewey, after years of careful ex-
perimentation,

In his book, “Educational Psy-
chology” Edward Thorndike (Col-
umbia University) asks, “Does the
study of Latin’ or Mathematics,
improve one's general reasoning
power?” He answers by quoting,
among others, John Dewey: “It
is desirable that you expel the
kindred notion (he is diso;
thinking as anything but a “sime
ple unalterable faculty) that some
subjects are Inherently “intellec-
tual” and hence possessed of an
almost magical power to train
the faculty of thought”. Angell:

by Mr. King: Mr. Ralston resigns.

THE RECORD CONTINUES—
MR. ST. LAURENT (Minister of
Justice) :

“Mr, Ralston has visited the
battlefields overseas and upon
his return has communicated to
his Cabinet colleagues reports of
an extremely serious nature, . . .
We in conscience could not ac-
cept what he recommended us to
do. . . . . If the Federal Gov=
ernment had decided to send
draftees as reinforcements over-
seas, the majority of the people
of Quebec would have deemed
shemselves deceived by their Eng-
lish-speaking compatriots.”

(In Quebec City, Sunday, Nov-
ember 5, reported in Ottawa Jour-
nal, Monday, November 6, 1944.)

MR. KING COMPLETES THE

“Oolonel Ralston had grave
doubts of our ability to keep up
the flow of reiforcements in the
rext few months by voluntary
means. He considered, therefore,
had no alternative but to
lecommend that draftees should
be sent overseas as reinforce-
ments. The -acceptance of this
recommendation would have ree
quired agreement by the governs

process, and being  a Canadian
before I am a Quebecker, I pro-
bose to vote for this bill.”

(4 Hans, June 26, pp, 3713 ot
seq),
gl;lﬂ. )MOHAUD (Minister of Fish-

es) ¢
“In time of crisis, I feel the gova
ernment must have full and un-
limited authority to work for the
security of the nation, and the
security of the nation should be
the ultimate law, That is why I
support the measure which the
govemmem has. presented to the
ouse, in order to K}ve the gove
ernment, the Prime Minister, who-
ever may be at the head of af-
fairs, full and complete authority
to do the best under the circum-
stances when they arise.”
(4 Hans, 1042, July 6, p. 3046).
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Canada has been maintaining
and training a so-called Home
Defence Army for over two years,
Mr. Ralston "goes overseas, re=
turns and reports the necessity
for reinforcements he recom-

ment that no alternative existed
to a resort to conscription for
overseas service.”

Then, after extolling the Volun-
tary System and stoutly maintain-
ing that it has not fafled, the
versatile conulsteml% inconsistent
Mr, g went on to say:

“While we prefer the voluntary
system for overseas service, com-
{:ulslon where necessary will cone
inue to be used to ensure that fit
men of military age perform nate
lonal service required by our war
effort. Draftees employed in nate
fonal service will remain in the
Army under discipline at army
rates of pay.” . , .

(National Broadcast, November
8, 1944),

Nov. 9—The Dominion Council
of the Canadian Leglon present-
ed a brief to Mr, King asking for
conscription,

Nov. 12—Col. Ralston, explainin|
his demand for conscription. sal
he had found the reinforcement
pools “so depleted as not to en-
sure the prompt replacement of
casualties.”

mends that drafiees be sent over-

seas: Recommendation deciined

Nov. 13 — Mr. King announced
the Commons would assemble
Nov, 23,

am grateful to Mr. Mil-|ing
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Well, what about the ofher el

cent? His conclusion that 'J

easiest way of "

familiar word in

findi;

dn

supposition since the
have a Greek, French,
8axon root or be rooted 1 iopy
European or Asiatic tonge|

When I taught English and
my Dpupils came across an .,
familiar word, we went 0 the dip
tlonary! Indeed, dictionary iy
was & recognized part of the j,
son. To know how to use a gs.
tlonary, and to e ‘the hablf of
consulting one, adds to one's
abulary far more than a bit of
poorly taught Latin, With - thy
ald of a dictionary, one's vocaby.
lary increases with ' the years yind
does not cease when the scd w0l
do"l"ll.\ closes, 0 @

ese  pup. did not oy
Latin but under "word-study"d g
with the aid of the diction ary,
they learned . to analyze  wwrds,
note stems, suffixes, prefixes, and
build for themselves words with
the same stems, suffixes or pree
fixes. Anyone consulting a
fine dictionary, and there should
be one in every school-room. and
in every home, will be Sury ised
how much he can learn about
words without Latin,

5 clure is right in
that Latin broperly taught with
the emphasis on its relation to
English ™ will result in addirg;
few words, or a few more, o &
gupll's English vocabulary, If the

atin s taught with that oliject
in view the pupil will know ‘Toore
words of Latin derivation than
he would if he did not tudy
Latin—and had no word study or
dictionary training. There is \such
a thing "as transfer of trafiing
from one subject to another wners
‘there are like elements. But wiy
in common sense, teach Latin for
the sake of such minor impraves
ment in English? By the ssmy
token you could add more words
of Greek origin by teaching Greek
and s0 on. Are you helping the
pupll to write a clear, fcopeful
garagraph in English; are you
elping him to get on his feet and
tell his class-mates something of
interest in clear correct Enylish,
by this bit of Latin taught—as it
is taught in the Common Scheels?
And my suggestion was that late
in be taken out of the Comrunon
Schools—not that it he given: up
altogether, ~Yes, I firmly bileve
that English can best be tiught
by concentrating on Engliga ~
and since “chapter and verse" may
be asked for, I quote none nther
than that master of English,
Winston Churchill, Prime Mine
ister of England, from the fook
story of his youth, “Roving Come
mission.” He tells of the i
effects upon his health and ipir
its and mind of the schools lot
“gentlemen.” After being senl; o
several schools and sinking into
increasing despondency, he ",','I
stamped a failure. He ll‘

was placed in the lowest dlvision
of the bottom form—I contlyued
in this unpretentfous situition
for nearly a year. However, ;
being so long in the lowest forn,

Lelying

galned an immense  advontege
over the cleverer boys. Theé d
went on to learn Latin and ey
and splendid things like 2h|h
But we were considered sul

es that we could learn only
English! Thus I got into n:“v;

bones the essential structurs ]
the ordinary English ser.enct
which is a noble thing.

I am biased in favor of kame
ng English, I would make thm}
¥o Ildem].nt E&lg]lslll; nes
woul (] e clever ones
Latin as an honor and Grak 8
a treat, But the only thing ™
would whip them for w?,\m
for not knowing English.” "

I shall close for the presem: Bl
conclude my letter, with the o
tor's kind “permission,
future time.

I am, Sir, etc,
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