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That *‘Sinking Fund’’ Alibi

Our local Liberal apologists are making fran-
tic efforts to account for their failure to imple-
ment their “balanced budget” pledges. Their
chief alibi seems to be that they had to provide
interest and sinking funds on the debt which the
Conservatives left on going out of office.

The same argument, of course, applies to
every government. The Conservatives were
confronted with the same responsibility - when
the Lea Government was defeated.

This fact was completed ignored by Liberal
campaigners in 1935. This is how the issue was
presented to the electors in the Patriot news-
paper of July 10 of that year:i—
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year of the former Lea Government,

178,324.85 and including capital expe:

amounted to $1,455678.73, so that it can easily

be seen that the Liberal platform of & Balanced

Budget is no idle boas a

This is a very interesting statement, in Fhe
Hght of present-day Liberal alibis. In the f‘lrst
place, # will be noted that 1930 is given as the
last year of the former Lea Government. In
the eight months in which the Liberals h_eld of-
fice in the following year, 1931, they piled up

‘an additional debt of $544,085, for which, of
“eourse, sinking funds had to be provided by their
s Conservative successors; but the Liberal organ
“takes no stock of this at all. It takes no stock
*of the Liberal overdraft of $1,041,240.88, plus
accrued interest and unpaid bills of $151,286,
“plus many other Liberal liabilities including
+$78,000 which had to be raised to redeem a 6
',per cent Liberal bond issue. o

While the extent of these obligations
“was unknown to the Conservatives in the last
election campaign, we must assume that it was
“¥mown to the Liberal candidates and party press.
Yet in computing the necessary expenditures of
government these items were left entirely out
of account by our contemporary. It will be
noted however that the increased federal sub-
sidy of $150,000 obtained by the Conservatives
and paid for the first time in 1935, was credited
to the revenue account. Thus our contemporary
arrived at the figure of one and a half million
dollars of revenue with which the Liberals un-
dertook to balance the budget annually.

The deficit in 1036, their first full year, was
$24,654; but the revenue, meanwhile had in-
creased to $1,718.464 instead of the anticipated
million and a half dollars. In 1937, with a
further revenue increase to $1,951,034, the de-
ficit was $120,773. In 1938, notwithstanding
a further revenue increase to $1,074,248, the
deficit was $80,113. The last revenue figure
represents an increased ordinary revenue of
more than $430,000 over the revenue for 1935,
which was the basis, on our contemporary’s
" showing, of the Liberal pledge to balance the
“budget annually.

" Even allowing for the increased sinking fund
and interest payments of $65,000 resulting from
the 1035 expenditures (partly incurred by the

Liberals themselves) we find them with a rev-
enue surplus last year on ordinary account of
some $373.,000 over and above the 1935 rev-
enue, with which to implement their pledge.

All this surplus revenue has disappeared and
they come out with an $80,000 deficit; in other
words about $450,000 short of implementing
Plank No, 1 in their election platform. And
that, as we have stated, is after crediting them
with their increased sinking fund and interest
payments which they. when: in Opposition, re-
fused to credit to their predecessors under sim-
ilar circumstances.

In addition, there is of course the increased
capital debt of over two million dollars which
our “budget balancers” have piled up since com-

ing into office three and a half years ago.

There is also the alarming fact that at the
end of 1938 the Province had a bank overdraft

of $1,200,000. )
X And all this extra expenditure was incurred
"without one red cent being received from Ot-
tawa in the shape of additional subsidy. The
last subsidy increase of $150,000 was obtained
_,.by the MacMillan Government.

Why All The Secrecy?

. In the tourse of discussion in the Legislature
last week Hon. Mr. Allen defended the Gov-
ernment’s action in withholding right of appeal

“"to the cotirts in expropriating the National Park

“warea on the ground that it appointed an ‘“in-
dependent” commission, whose report had been

d “as a guide” in making _settlement with
the landowners. When Mr. W. F. A, Stewart
andowners ‘were ot rep-
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sented on this Commission, Mr. Allen argued
e “done _ better

i

ly of Government appointees, and Mr. Stewart’s
objection that the property owners should have
been allowed their own representative was per-
fectly valid. In the second place, the Commis-
sion’s report has never been published, and the
public has no means of ascertaining how far it
corresponds with the settlements. finally made,
which ‘also *have been kept secret. There is ne
legitimate ' reason why, at the present session,
both the settlements and the recommendations
of the Commission should not be tabled in the
House. The supporters of the Government have
a right to demand this information, and their
failure to do so can only be ascribed to con-
nivance in the Star Chamber methods which
have characterized the whole procedure in this
matter.

S'enilarly with regard to the land expropria-
tions under the Road Act. The Government
appointed Commission “may” fix valuations, but
the Government decides whether or not it shall
do so, and the public has no information as to
how far it has gone in this direction. Here again
the only way for the Campbell administration
to refute the charge of politicel favoritism and
dictatorship is to table a full repore of its land
settlements under the Act. Since it has not
done so, the obvious conclusion is that the charge
is justified.

~» Editorial Notes
Judge Jeffreys died this date, 1689.
* ok % %

From now on the voice of the politicians
will be heard in the land. g
PR

Dr. Alan Roy Dafoe of Calender, Ont., is
now a “D. L.” having had the honorary degree
of “Doctor of Litters” conferred upon him by
the Dexter Fellows Tent of the Circus Saints
and Sinners Club of America, with headquart-
ers at New York.

* x % x
As the Hepburn Government through s
Premier has announced it will not support the
King Government on its next appeal, but Hep-
burn will vote for Manion, and though he has
not said so openly, Duplessis Government adopts
the same attitude, the Liberals have slim
chances in Ontario and Quebec.

* % %

There are just two men we know to
be habitual umbrella carries —Prime Min-
ister Chamberlain and one of our Deputy Min-
isters. But from now on the ’brella is likely to
gain in popularity. The first to make full and
adequate use of such a protection from the ele-
ments was Queen Victoria’s uncle, H. R. H.
the Duke of Cambridge, Commander-in-Chief,
who used to review the troops, in inclement
weather from under cover of a huge family
umbrella —one capable of sheltering two or
three at the same time.

x X X
Production of cheese by provinces in 1938
with figures for 1937 in brackets: Prince Ed-
ward Island, 446,317 pounds (455086); New
Brunswick, 540,392 (507,162); Quebec, 27,
308,202 (29,785,199) ; Ontario, 85,643,767 (92,-
255,834); Manitoba, 3,301,754 (2:923.873);
Saskatchewan, 423,292 (343,449) ; Alberta, 2,-
452,004 (1,838,589); and British Columbia,
600,377 (244,245. Consumption of cheese in
Canada is less than 3 1-2 pounds per capita
but butter consumption is nearly 31 3-4 pounds.
That is why most of the Canadian cheddar
cheese is marketed overseas  while butter is
chiefly consumed at home.

* ok K K
Forty per cent of Nova Scotia’s revenue is
required to pay borrowed money. Yet ad-
ditional burdens are laid upon the taxpayers as
the result of capital estimates totalling $12,-
082,008 just tabled in the Nova Scotia Legis-
lature last week. The province will use $8,-
584,000 of the sum to retire bond issues matur-
ing this year. Besides that for retirement of
bonds, largest single item of expenditure will
be $3,055,097 for highways. Tncluded in this
item is $464.022 for relief. ~Capital estimates
brought down last year totalled $6,625,427. The
province’s funded debt at present stands at
$102,666,380, which includes $14,181;181 bor-
rowed on behalf of the Nova Scotia Power
Commission, a self-supporting arm of the gov-
ernment. Subsidies to steamsiiips, motor vessels,
ferries and landing services were estimated at
$41,155 for 1939 as compared with $41,280 in
the previous year,

* K X K

Rt. Hon. W. S. Churchill, who is mentioned
as a prospect for the Chamberlain Government
as Minister of Supply expresses himself thusly
on the question of the totalitarian states and
‘their danger to unthinking, carefree derho-
cracies

“As Byron wrote a hundred years ago:
“These pagod things of Sabre sway, with fronts
of brass and feet of clay.’

“No one must, however, underrate ‘the
power and efficiency of a totalitarian State.
“Where the whole population of a great coun-
try, amiable, good-hearted, peace-loving people
are gripped by the neck and by the hair by a
Communist or a Nazi tyranny—for they are the
same things spelt in different ways —the rulers
for the time being can exercise a power for the
purposes of war and. external domination before
which the ordinary free parliamentary societies
are at a grievous practical disadvantage.:

‘We have to recognise this. TSRy
~ “And then, on top of all, comes this  wonder-
ful mastery of the air which our century has

far shown itself unworthy, i
. “Here is this air power, with its claim to

| torture and terrorise the women and children,

the civil ‘population of neighbouring countries.
“This cg:gbmation ofm& ‘ pm&onu‘“
iy ; :

discovered, but of which, alas, mankind has so |

812 of-
men. [
conquest!—North Bay Nugget.

in

confidently that China has
been completely and utterly beat-
en by Japan, is very con=
temptuous of those who suggest
that there may be a revival of
Chinese . strength, — Vancouver
Province.

The ple would be shocked
with elight if clean-looking
trains again rolled over the right
of way of our sple railroads.
Why should the great bus lines
gratify the craving for attractive
passenger vehicles? - Who knows,
maybe one great reason why so
many people do not patronize rail-
road trains is the dreary aspect
of the passenger coaches. We
yearn to have our fine aesthetic
taste satistied by the sight of clean
and bright Pullman cars and
coaches drawn by
motives. — St.
Journal,

shiny loco-
Thomas  Times-

The Port Huron Post of the
American Legion wishes to join
with war of Canada
paying honor to the King and
Queen. A communication has
been received by the Sarnia branch
of the Canadian Legion to this
effect. Whether it will be possible
to make such arrangements is not
iately 5 is to be

Soperton section whi
without a front door, but which
never had one The reason; The
farmer who bullt it was the father
of several attractive daughters,
and he wished to ki his eye on
inhabited
o so if
through
which the daughters cou walk
with their escorts. With only a back
oor in commission, however, he
could see with whom the various
daughters were ‘“walking out,”
and, if necessary, question them
about their destinations. —Brock-
ville Recorder and Times.

In India and Persia, grow real
rose trees, tall enough to shade
promenades with  their
flowers., In America grow fine
apples, The two be! to the
same botanical family, and in
Santa Barbara the reverend rosi
cult Father - Schoener, whose
avenue of giant rose trees there
is famous, expects that his -
bridization _ of Spitzenbergs —wif
Rosa pomifera's scarlet seed will
presently give the world a falry
fruit, that in years to come we
shall harvest apples from rose
bushes; spicy, small and ° sweet
Father Schoener’s apples are do
reminiscent of roses that even
jelly made from them retains that
scent — and undoubtedly this is
what Meredith’s delicate lass,
future poetical ages, will spread
upon a rice wafer, at the hour of
birdsong and dew: the faint
sU, ion of just a taste of rose-
apple jelly, —New York Herald
Tribune.

There may be time—everybody
will devoutly hopeso—to bring the
Australian Navy to the high point
of streng and efficiency which
it is planned to reach in 1941.
our first line of defence lies on
the sea: and the fact that we must
rely on the Royal Navy to provide
the heavier battle fleet required to
meet an enemy in strength at sea
does not diminish our duty to con-
tribute the maximum force neces=
sary to play our part in those
operations, even—th the Gov-
ernment does not f agree— to
the extent of providing one battle-
ship, as well as cruisers and lighter
craft. Today our cruiser strength
is numerically below the standard
of 1928. Then we had four cruisers
in commission; now we have three.
There were 12 destroyers then; now
there are three, Of course, the com-
parison must not only be in point
of numbers, and the building and
modernizing program now in pro-
gress will place the Navy two or
three years hence in a far stronger
}msmon than ever it has been be-
ore. Sydney Herald -
Pale blue 1light proves a
fatal lure to the leaf hop-
vineyards,

as reported by J. K. Ellsworth of
the University of California. Fe-
males of the species responded
most readily to the light, Counts
of large sample catches showed
88 percent, female insects.—Sclence.

But one Canadian and one Eng-
lish wil aboard
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Sir,—Some regrettable mis-state-
ts been made in the

unchalleng-
placé the ILaw
Society and its Council in a most
unfair position before the public,
1. The statement has been made
that .the Law Society and the legal
profession is a close corporation.
&; member is quoted as having
s :
‘“The Law Society is regarded as
a closed corporation.”
“It is very strict in admitting
members,”
Another member stated: ¥
“Certain young men have applied
for admission to the bar, and the
attitude of the Law Society looks
like an attempt to keep them out
in order to prevent more men en-
tering the profession and to keep
in the narrow circle of the Society
the UmJt'A‘ad law busimess in this

Province,
Nothing could 'Ee farther from
the truth than these statements.
The legal profession is open to ev-
ery member of the public who
possesses the prog%' qualifications
to practise law. e Law Soclety
its membership any
person having the necessary quali-
fication who applies for admission
éoo :?te Bar and is admitted by the

It \.was the legislature, not the
insis

eq

it was the legislature, not the Law
Society, which prescribed the meth-
od which the possession of such
q ations should be ascertain-
ed. The method go prescribed will
be referred to.

2. The statement has been made
that the Law Soclety improperly
precludes from admission to  the
Bar peirms who are qualified to

wish to p
should have a perfect righ
50.”

Statements such as these -are
being made with their implications

h
clety, and the ¢laim is made thaf
@ Judge of the Supreme Courtand
not the Law Society ought to be
the proper tribunal to pass upon
the qualifications of p

or express charges against e 8o- |

THE LAW SOCIETY AND THE LEGISLATURE

ment has been made that the Law
consider or to

from examination

an m:gplletnt. who had formerly

prac in, Saskatchewan, on the

ground that more than 8

had elapsed since the applicant
practised in that Province.

Such application was received
and was considered by the Coun-
cil, The Statute passed by the
Legislature had expressly declared
that only those who had been act-
ively engaged in practice in anoth-
er province within two years of the
time of their application should be

mitted to prac

The Council, not having the right
or the power to overritle the ex-
press enactment of the Lexislature,
drew the attention of the applic-
ant to the express provision of the
Legislature, with the result that
the applicant withdrew his appli~
cation. Even applicants for admis-
sion to the Bar, and the Council
of the Law Societ- itself, are not
above the law.' Both must obey
the Statutes which are enacted by
the Legislature. Had the Council
of the Law Socle

obedience of the Statute, members
of the Legislature would have had
just grounds for complaint.

4, The statement has been made
that the Law Society has refused
to exercise its powers of discipline
over Its own members against
whom charges of misconduct have

This statement is also incorrect.

Section 48 of the Legal Profes-
sion Act authorizes the Council of
the Law Society to hear any com=-
plaint, which made in writing
and filed, with respect to the pro-
fessional conduct of any of its
members. After due hearing the
Council may decide that the mem-
ber complained of is unworthy to
practise and should be struck off
the rolls, or should be suspended
from practisi or be d, or
expelled from the Soclety.

No fallure of the Council to in-
vestigate and deal with any such
charges has ever occurred. Com-
plaints have been made on several
occasions which have all been in-
and fully

ure or any other person has any
complaint 1to make regarding the

ap-

plying for admission, or that such
Judge should at least be constitut-
ed a Court of Appeal from the Law
Society. . D
Tt may not be known to mem-
bers of the Legislature who voted
for the Bill that not for well over
a century—if indeed they ever did
so—have Judges in this Province
conducted the examination of per-
sons who have applied to becom
members of the Bar. Such exam-
inations have invariably been con-
ducted by members of the Bar, not
by the Bench. That task and the
duty of examining and passing
upon the qualifications of applic-
ants has been delegated bty the
Legislature to a Committee of Bar-
risters. Not within the memory of
any person now lving, if indeed it
was ever done, has the examin-
ation been conducted by a Judge.
Never within memory has any
comphint been made of the con=
duct or finding of such Boani of
Examiners except, as' is reported,
upon one occasion some 25 years
ago. In that case the examination
papers were understood to have
been submitted by the Examiners
to a Judge who after their perusal
approved of the finding of the
Examiners.
If it were desired that the ex-
aminations set by the Board of
Examiners and the answers given
and the markings of the Examin-
ers should afterwards be submitted
by the applicant or any person in-
terested to any Judge or to all the
Judges, for their approval, the Law
Society would have mno objection
whatever to such a proceeding,
That is not the object, however, of
this legislation.
As to the sucggestion or charge
that two applicants who had the
necessary qualifications and had
complied with the requirements of
the law were prevented by theLaw
Society from being admitted to
practise, the statement is quite in-
correct. The Law Society has ex-
cluded no one from practising who
holds the necessary qualifications.
The power to admit to practise is
a power of the Court, not of the
Law Soclety. The Law Society but
passes upon their qualifications,
The Law Soclety was asked by two
applicants to exempt  them from
any examination whatever as to
their qualifications or fitness, This
the Law Society declined to do.
All information submitted by the
applicants regardine their educat~
jonal and professiofal aualifications
was referred by the Society to its
Examining Committee. The Com-
mittee, after due consideration,
broucht in a report to the Society,
which recommended that a few
test examinations should be given

v sthieots, and recom-

Since then a Bill !
duced to the Iemslht,'lmxh enabl
the candidates to apply to a Judge
Oourt, so that they

state-

s

with any

pr duct of any mem-
ber of the Bar and flles such com=-
plaint in writing with the Councll,
it will be duly considered and wil
be dealt with,

8. Reference has also been made
in the Legislature to the position
taken with respect to the National
Park Act by the writers of the
present letter.

In this answer to such criticism
the present writers speak only for
themselves, and make 1o claim b0
speak for the Law Society or its
Council. .

The suggestion is made that our
attitude has been inconsistent in
that we have protested against the
method of procedure in connection,
with the expropriation of land for
a National Park and the denial
of a right of access to the Courts
in that matter, while objecting to
the amendment now before the
Legislature regarding the Legal
Profession Act.

There is no parallel whatever
between the two cases.

Owners, whose lands were taken
for a National Park, had their
natural and common-law rights
invaded. Their property was taken
from them. They had a right to
justice and to compensation for
their lands. They were denied any
right of access to a Court of Jus=
tice where the Court would hear
the evidence on both sides and
award such compensation as the
evidence showed was proper to be
paid. The dispossessed owners were
required tw take whatever arbitrary

11Sp 'S e -
islature, or the Government, might
allow. .

The persons who have appled
to the Council of the Law Society
for examination as to their fitness
to practise, or for exempfion from
such examination, have never had
the right to practise under any law
of this Province. No rights have
been taken away from them b;
any action of the Law Society.
They had no rights which were in-
vaded, as had the landowners of
the National Park.

When the Law Society saw fit to
adopt regulations - prescribing the
standard of educational fitness and
professional qualifications of those
persons who should be admitted to
the Bar, they adopted rules which
are binding upon every member of
the Law Soclety. They did not, as
did the Legislature in the case of

. prescribe rules
for others and not for themseslves.

Every member of the Law Soci-
fety, every member of the Bar, be
he practising or on the Bench, had
to submit to these Rules and show
hiz qualifications before' being ad-
mlmg. l:vmt h:‘he menibers %{1 the
Soclety have imposed upon them-
#olves, should they waive, when it
comes to ? Should others be
admitted who may not be qualified

acted in dis-|

TO MODERNIZE YOUR' PROPERTY

Wby not take advantage of the Home Imprbvement Plan?

Our nearest branch manager
ticulars of the unusually favorable terms to borrow money
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You need not be a customer of the Bunlg tosecure the service,;
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Mr. Tea Pott Says:

For a Delicious Cup of
Orange Pekoe Tea

Use BRAHMIN
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or be less qualified than they
themselves are?

The aim throughout Canada is
to elevate the standards of the
legal profession, not to lower them.

Regulati th

with those adopted in most
Provinces. The text-books
and curriculum are the same, Law
et 'ways duct their ex-
aminations. It is never done by
Judges, y legislation
ever passed in this Province to be
discovergd in any available printed
statutes can it be found that the
Judges themselves conducted exe
aminations of law students or ap-
plicants for admission to the Bar.
Is it the desire or intention of the
Legislature that that should now
be done? If it is, no redson has
been given for any such change. Is
it the intention of the Legislature
to saddle this burden upon the
Judiciary, in the absence of any
Just reason? ‘
The deprivation of National Park
landowners of their right of resort
to ayy Court where their property
has been destroyed and their nat-
ural rights invaded bears no relat-
ionship whatever to an effort of &
Society, which, watchful of the ine
terests of thm\ggéo. desires 0 see
that no unq person is per-
mitted to wear a cloak of legal
qualification. The Society has but
prescribed rules for evidencing the
ualification of its members. To
ese rules all its members have
submitted. Should the rules not

same qualifying test before admis-
| 'sion, the Soclety takes away no
right or privilege which any per=
son heretofore enjoyed or at pres-
ent enjoys.

It should be kept clearly in mind

laim is made upon the
examinations set by the Law Soci-
ety in a fair and impartial man-
ner. No request is made to have
such examinations and marks sub-
e g Togisiation
e purpose e \ legislation
neither  the Law Society mnor the
present writers would have any
objection whatever. The only ob=
jection which is made is that cer«
tain candidates for admission
should not be examined atall. The
so-called appeal is not therefore
an appeal from any examination
or test given by the Soclety. It is
a claim that in the cace of such
applicants the right of examinat-
jon should wholly and arbitrarily
e taken away from the Soclety
and that neither should the usual
examination or test of fitness be
given, but that the candidate should
not be given any test or examine
ation whatsoever.

The proposed leeislation {s thus
not an_appeal from the examin-
ation of the Siclety. It is a claim
that the Society shou!d give none,
and that there should be a com-
plete exemption from any and all
reauirements of the Society.

This is not reallv an appeal at
all, It is a oroh!bition, f
© We are, 8ir, ete,, !

D. L. MATHIESON,

W. E. BENTLEY,
Secretary-Treasurer,

THOSE CHANGING LAWS

8ir,—The citizen is compelled, by
law, to obey all laws, whether he

knows them or not. M{ tley
pointed to hasty, immature, con
solidations, A bl is passed
“repeal certain Acts therein men-
tioned”. Apj tly some hune
dreds of statutes have been am-
ended and- consolidated.
Whn&oest.ba greatn‘xu&ol‘::
e, those oommned h
Y of these statutes? No syn-
of changes has been publish.
in the , presumably o
extensive, and ly too come
%l‘ilca,bed for the limits of our
t how about the citizen who i
it get e rip when he least

engou it
taxation acts he will
learn when the increased tax
reaches him, for it is a safe gam-
ble that where revenue is concern-
ed the amendments will be schem-
ed to dip nearer the bottom of the
er's 3

] what & stupendous task
being heaped up. for the incoming
MacMillan Government to weads
those stacks of jumbled-wp
chaos of laws to restore them
usab) shape! And

ury may reap from convictions for
violations of laws, i o

amazed at
Write or
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