THE

SQUELCHING OF SQUINCH

BY WILLIAM ALFRED THOMSON,

Epbraim rested his elbows on the top
bar of the barnyard gate, and regarded
his collection of prosperous-looking fowls
with a. conténted countenance. . Mrs,
Lphraim scattéred corn among bobbing
heads and noisy wings, while belated

L of the feathered h hold
darted through the fences, cackling their
eAgerness tqb,e in tiwe for breakfast.

That's & purty nice lot,” said Ephraim,
reflectively . **We ought to git a hun-
dred easy fer them,”

‘‘and pay it all to that there Squinch!”
snapped Mrs, Ephraim. She tossed the
last handful of feed into the sca of
feathers and came over to the gate. “A
hundred and elghty dollars fer the hun:
dred aud forty he lent you three montls
back! Eph, when I think of it I git that
mad I ain't got no patience with you!”

Ephraim scratched his head and ele.
vated his brows with the resigned air of
the philosophical husband who has

d the difre b his own
and his wife's opinions.

“It don’t seem mltogether right”, he ad-
mitted; ‘bub borryin’ off Squinch saves
the bother'of dealin’ with lawyers, and
thie less I see of them thebetter. Besides,
we had luck with these here chickent,
and I didn't expect to get no hundred for
the flock this spring. With the eighty
we got in the house, and what I git for

these Lomorrow, I kin square off Squinch
and hev things straightened out till
summer,”

“That there note's due day after to-
morrow,” suggested Mrs, Ephraim, her
vindictive tone, changing to one of anx-
ety

“I know", replied her husbard; “but I
won't hev no trouble in gittin' the cash
for the pullets, Parker always pays that
way, und I'll drive up and see him in the
morning,"”

All Kutz County knew Squire Squinch,
and - mosy . of it knew him to its
sorrow. He was the rural Shylock; the

! n ready to d farm
owners who found themselves pressed
for funds, bnt who fought shy of the
technicalities of legitimate borrowing in
the ¢ity, with cash for a wholesome
consideration, He loaned n'man, say, one
hundred dollars for three months, and
took his note for one hundred and twen-
ty-flve. When the note fell due, if the
unlucky customer had the sum to ineet it,
Squinch  took the cash and called it
squave. On the suggestion of renewing
the loan, which often became- necessary
in th e country where money came in
only at such seasons when crops or live
stock cou'd be sold, the squire doubled
his rate of interest, took n new note for
one huundred and fifty dollars - and exact-
ed the payment of twenty five on the old
one, In thisrelentlers mill were ground
scores, who meekly submitted rather
than riskthe turmoil of the courts and
the sharp practices of lnwyera.

Added to-his faculty for driving  pro-
fitable bargains as. banker, Squinch
speculated in all sorts of odds and ends,
from a horse toan antiquated piano, at
the same time plying Listrade as justice
of the peace and auctioneer. With so

{beard with thie hundle of his knite and
smiling ruefully, “Ikin sell 'em all O,
K, but Parker don't want to pay for ten
days yet. He says he's overstocked,
and he don't really need the hens right
away, He ain't paying out fer no goods
in advance, and I don'y blame  him,
nuther,” 5

“Well, what about Squinch’s note to-
morrow "

*“That there’s just it. Makes it kind o
unconvenient, don't it 3

“Mebbe Squinch'll trust you till the
heus is sold.”

“Not him; it’s goin’ to cost us some
more money—there ain't no “other way.,
But T'll see what I kin do with him  in
the morning,"

Mrs, Ephraim dropped her knife with
an angry clatter as'she delivered her
final opinion, .

“Well, if that there Squinch wants to
charge you any more and youlet him go
ahead, you're more of a lomix than 1
thought. Eph, I'd sue itjthrough? court
first; and I'll tell him 80, t0o, when I see
him!” ¢ A

Ephraim called on the squire early next
day. The Kutz County usurer was short
and squat, with a round and not
unkindly countenance and a semblance of
heartiness in his manner which passed
for the real thing until you had borrowed
from him,

“‘Mornin,' Eph; you look like you had
meney,” he suggested, facetiously,
“‘Come to square oft?"

His visi tor explained his position
graphically as he could, and asked for a
renewal of the note at a “nominal 1ate
of interest until he should dispose of the
hens,

The squire listened carefully, and the
Jovial light died from his face, giving
place to a look of deepest gloom. He
appeared to be suffering as hé shook his
head sadly andl-said;

“There ain’t no one I'd oblige quicker'n
you, Eph, but collections is slow and I'm
takin' big chances on some of my loans.
‘Them hens of yourn’ll fetch the price, fer
they're as nice alotasever I seen; but
you can't count on nothin’ in this business
but the cash, You know my rule, and I
can't make no exception. Give mea new
note for two hundred and twenty and pay
the forty dollars' interest on the old one,
Then Tl renew it fer three months—no
less, I'm sorry, but that's the best I kin
do.” '
The protests, threats and plans which
Ephrain entered made no impression on
the adamant Squinch. The horror of
going to law confronted the unfortunate
farmer, and he surrendered.

The squire got back his sunnier air
when Ephraim finally drew forth a roll
ot bills and peeled off eight Bve-dollar
notes,

The papers were adjusted and the
banker stowed them away .carefully with
the money in a large wallet which he
dragged from the rear pocket of his
trousers. He patted the purse fondly
with a fat hand, remarking, as he did
80, by way of an attempt to end a painful
experience us cheerfully as possible: “This

as

many rakes aficld, he had 1
a fortune of comfortable dimensions,
and had become a wmun of consequence

here is my safe deposit vault,
Eph. Idon't have no use fer iron safes in
this office. Where I go, this wallet goes
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1UST HOW WE STAND,

"The following 15 an extract” from a

speech delivered by B. Hal. Brown, Man-.
ager of the London & Lancashire Life
Insurance Co. for Canada*

We regret the shameless conditions
which have been revealed through the
investigations now being carried on by
the committee of the legislature in the
State of New York. The great ew
York companies appear to have become
unwieldy. Resignations have been forced
n one company and high officials must go
in others. Their deeds are bare-faced
scandals and all high principled honest
insurance men blush to know that such
conditions could have been allowed to
grow and continue. Methinks there will
be a turning toward British institutions
wd I note that the principles upon
which they do business are favorably
commented upon by the press, and some
eading American Officials, who are now
n trouble. Who can say what the re-

along, and it sleeps with me, too. There
don’t no one git this, except they find me
dead from appleplexy first.”

Epbraim went home sadly and listened
to a lecture which did not serve to
heighten his opinion of the married state.
But he was a true philosopher and bore
his cross silently.

He awoke one morning three days
later, with a strange feeling that more
trouble was due on his gloomy horizon,
He explained to himself, as he was
dressing, that he had got out of bed on the
wrong side, until a shrill summons from
his wife, who had preceded him down-
stairs, brought him to his feet in the nct
of pulling on a boot.

“Eph! Eph?’ she cried, “Eph, the hens
is stole!"

The hens! His hundred dollar asset!
And he was to have taken them to town
next day!

and one to be feared.

Like many another successful finan
cier, however, his acknowledge! su-
premacy as u favorite of fortune was by
nomeans an indorsement of bis meth-
ods, and wany were the whispered ru-
mors concerning the fatc of horses that
were suddenly missing, fowls that
strayed away and cows that failed to
come home. But as specific chdrges
were wanting, and as rumor never be-
came outery, the squire. went on fatten-
ing his balance in the city and multiply-
ing his properties in the country,

Ephraim went up to town early next
day. His wife met him at the gate on
his return in the evening, and she read
in the weary lines of his face a hitch
in the program.

Sllently they put up the horse for the
night and came back to the kitchen for
She waited until Ephraim had

supper. W X sults ure to be ? One thing is certain, and
attacked his favorite dish of scrapple| They were stole”, surely and |} 4s John Bull will still continue to do
and fried eggs, and then inquired, im-:|completely, A few wretched ! (Y (lite 1 ab

overlooked by the thief, cackled their
loneliness to Ephraim as he stood in the
dim light of early morning regarding his
lund coop. Thoughts of Squinch the
Shylock, ' the new note and his vain pluns
for the summer tumbled through - his
brain. He would have shed, tears of
bi but for his wife, who sought
that solace first, and fled into the house.
Something drew his attention to the
hen-house door. It was a bit of gloth
sticking to a nail head along the jamb.
He pulled it off and examined it mechani-
cally. The thief in his hurry evidently
had caught his trousers, and a good-
sized plece had been ripped from the
garment, This was what the constable
would call a clew, he reflected. :

Then he started, stooped and picked up
n wallet lying just inside the threshold,

the same old stand, andin the same
sterling way. A golden opportunity is
ours, and it will be our own' fault if we
do not avail ourselves of it. Now justa
word about the position attained by jhe
company. Our new business in Canada
for the firet nine months of the current
year shows an increase of 207, compared
with that of 1904, The income has in-
creased $30,000 for the same period and
amounts to $354,630, while the assets
ave incrensed by $216,720, and stand at
$3,430,040,20 of solid first-class securities,
upon which not one dollar of interest
was over due and unpaid at the close of
the year, The income of the Company,
from all sources, amounted during the
car 1004 to $1,846,442, The. amount ‘add-
ed to the funds asthe result of the
year's operations amounted to $638,467,
1nising the funds in hand to  $10,002,380,
The Company occupies an enviable posi-
tion among sterling life offices and car
ries upon its books upwards of forty
million dollars sums assured. The ratio
of expense in Canada to total income is
15."%, indicating the conservatism exer-
cised by those who direct the affairs of
the Company. The policies of the Com-

patiently:

“Well? What's wrong now "

“ "Tain't much,” said the man, gulping
down amouthful, “but—"

“Why, cau't you sell the hens?’ she
Ioke in, eagerly.

“Oh, yes,” he replied, scratching his

Cured her Father’s
DrunKkenness by a
Simple Remedy.
Baves her father from a drunkard’s mﬂ

sample of Samaria Tasteless
s drinking and leads to a complete cure,
It seemed hopeless

" 10 keep father from
a drinking, and we
WA e hi
dme
1

There was something familiar about
that big, leather purse, and he opened it
eagerly, Within were some pupers—
promissory notes, receipts aud a
imposing assemblage of green and yellow
bank bills, The latter he counted hur-
riedly—eight fives, ten twenties and four
fifties—four hunired and forty dollars in

=

S been v
slnce: e ful ircatment,
‘which I gave lrim in his tea,
say he never

yo‘:n and 33':'.’»"'";!:'&'.."? “'llhle: all. pany are world-wide, free from. restrict-
m{f Shat h':"'w&v,d“ﬁ"' e ! | Halt a minute later he stood before | jons as to residence, travel or occupat
g his weeping wife in the kitchen. There | jon, and are incontestable and non-for

was a grim smile on his face as he said:
“Mom, we made a k the hens
ain't stole, after all, we sold "em.”

That was T y. Friday i
Squire Squinch got his wallet back.
Among the notes remaining fnsidé was
this one:

Dear Squire: |am very sorry I wasen't
around when you come to call Wedneuh'y
night, but generally spukln: i don't
sleap in my chicken coob. i didn’t expext
t6 sell my hens that soon and wasn’t look-
in’ fer such a good prise.Since you insist on
payin’ me so liberal i can't do nothin’ but
except your turms, Also much oblijed fer
returnin’ my new note fer two twenty.
it was rite naborly in you,

Yours,

EpuRAIM BLATZ,

nd ving f
particulars, testimoniuls

P pa feitable, The business affairs of th
lndgﬂannt in plain sealed envelope, Cor: G + ) Al Vs

dence sacredly confidential, Address

i
4 SAMARIA REMEDY CO., 69 jordan
Chambers, ordlnu.monw.c-hﬁn.
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are administered wholly in Canada, The
funds earned In Canada are invested and
ined in the country, affording Can-
adians all the advantages of a Home
Company with the further protectioh and
safe-guard of English connectlon.

Lewis H, Beer 'is the Manager of this
sterling company for this Province and
invites all intending insurers to call on
him before placing their risks elsewhere.
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Paton & Co's Clothing Department is

listed for to-day's -discount race. 25% to

4off all clothing. Jas. Paton & Co.
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Phone 73 Foot of Q
Steam and Hot

REPAIRS

Founders,

Charlottctown Foundry

NEW FOUNDRY

Machinists,

ueen Street Box 411
Water Heating

CASTINGS

Boilermea kers.

& Machine Co. Ltd.

Reduc_t_(i)g)_n_l Sale'

Boots and Shoes

We have on hand a lot of
broken lines of Men’s,
Women’s, Boy’s, Misses' and
Children’s Boots and Shoes
and Slippers which we will
clear out at cost to make rcom
for spring stock.

Aiso a job lot of Women’s
Laced and Button Boots in
sizes 3, 3% and 4 at half

All tor cash only.

J.H. Bell.

A Happy New Year
to Everybody.

We take this opportunity of thanking
you our patrons for your liberal patron-
age in the past year and we extend to
you our best wishes that you may enjoy
a happy and prosperbus New Vear.
May 1906 come to you laden with every
thing that goes to make life worth
living, and we sincerely hope to have a
contintiation of your patronage during
the year 1906.

McDONALD & PERRY,

The Nobby Tallors,
Great George Street,

NOTICE

The annual Ga*\mlMeeur:a of the share
holders of the Tsland Guardian Piblishivg
Company will be Mh‘ n the office of the Com-
#e Block, Charlot’ot wi, on

W!}X:.:lfa'.y. TArnLy 188 1001 8 0%k Ok e
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CARBON
PLATINO

Do you know what that
means ?  if not call and
see’ the rfample at our
stndio.

Gauvin, Gentzer & Co.

PHOTOGRAPHERS,

J. A. S. BAYIR, Prop.

Synopsis of Canadi:m
North-West Homestcad
Regulations.

Y even numbered section of Dominion
Lands in Manitoba or the North-west
Provinces, exceptin, and 26, not reserved
may be homestended by any person who is
the sole head of a family, orany male over 18
vears of %u, to the extent of one-quarter
asption of 160 ncres, more or less.

Enmz ma(v be made personall;
land office for the district in
is situate, or if tho hi
may. on ngnllm\uon to
Interior, Ottawa, the Commissioner of Im-
migration, Winnlpog, or the local agont, re-
coive authority ,for some ono to make entry
for him,

‘The homesteador is required to perform the
conditions connected therewith under one o
the following plans:

Il At least six months residence upon and
cultivation of the land in each year for three
years

(2) 1f the father (or mother, if the father is
doceased) of the homesteader resides upon a
farm in the vicinity of the land entered for
the requirements as esidence may be
satisfled by such person residing with™ the
father or mother,

If the settler has his permanent residence
upon farming land owned by him in the
vieil homestead, the requirements
ns to once may be satisfled by residence
upon the said land,

8ix months' notice in wrlunﬂ should bo
given to the Commissioner of Dominion s
at Ottawa of intention to apply for patent.
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GET A SKATE ON

Spring Skates.
Hockey Skates.

Hockey Sticks.
Shin Pads.
Pucks,

i
|
|

Wholesale and Retail.

FENNELL & CHANDLER,

ol VA Y

W. W CORY,
Depnty of the Minister of the Intecio
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CIVE VIM

and desire for work or play. Make a clear
brain, bright eyes and sweet breath,

MAKE LIFE WORTH WHILE

CIVE VICOR

liver, etomach and bowe

by macically correctin R
They induce the nutural sleep’ and appetite of you

QIVE VITALITY

all disosd
They curo Constipation, Indigestion, Biliousness, Head-
ache, Nervousness.
For Sale by all Druggists 10c and 26c a BOX
ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTES

s from tl

X K Sl

For sule by Johnson & Johnson
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