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The Transport Bill

If the effect of the King Government’s’ new
Trausport Bill is to interfere with water trans.
port rates from the Maritimes 1o Montreal and
Lake -ports in Centra] Canada, as stated by Mr,
R. E, Mutch at Monday night's meeting of the
Trade Board council, tne sooner emphatic pro-
test is registered at Gtiawa the better,  The Bil)
was given its firsg reading in the House. of Com-
mons on March 1, and it would seem that valu-
able time has already been lost in meeting this
impcnding threat of heavier shipping costs to
our prodicers.

This Bill, it will be recalled, was thrown out by
the Scnate at the jost parliameniary session.  Ip
introducing it this vear in the Commons, Trans-

given at Ottawa to every appeal made on behal

Ontario and ‘Quebec to their real position of de
done a good piece of work for Canada,
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transport rates.  The Act will not apply to
transport of goods in bulk or to ships engaged in
transport of goods betweens ports and places in
British Columbia or “between ports or places in
Hudson Bay, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Island and the Gulf of St. Law-
rence east of Father Point, or betweer any two or
more places therein,” or between “any such ports
or places and ports or places outside Canada.”

The fly in the ointment is the phrase “east of
Father Point” which permits the regulation of
water rates from these Provinces to Montreal
and the Lake ports, The grain shippers of the
West are protected hecause there will be no inter-
ference with transport of goods “in hulk.” But
there is no protection, apparently, against in-
creased water rates to the level of rail rates into
Central Canada from the Maritimes,

We in this Province are more directly depend-
nt upon cheap water rates than even New
;%rtu:i\\’ick m‘p Nova Scotia.  Whatever the  Bootleggers please fote: — “Mr, X"., has sent
Maritime Transportation Commission ‘may de-| his SQCO"dY annual contribution of $15 in income
cide upon. therefore, it hehooves our Boards of [taXes to Uncle Sam. . Mr. Walter ], Rothensies,
Trade in this Province to take the lead.  Our [Collector of International Revenue, accepted the
provincial and federal representatives must be’ money, malle(‘i by an anonymous Ph”adelpl"f}"’
prodded into action, The bill wil| shortly come up E?’f. ing he guessed it was mancy due on'a tax lias
for second reading and our representatives will |P1lity or on some illicit business the donor did' not

t 2 »
be expected to present a united fronmt, not poli- | €are to d'“k’se',

troubling the political waters by their newspaper
campaigns against his government,
. * x % x

In the House of Commons the other day,
Colonel Hunter took issue with the high cost of

45,000,000 people to govern,
* ok x X

King Government stumped the constituency of
Edmonton East in support of their candidate in
Monday's federal by-election,  The result was
victory for an Opposition  member  with a
plurality of nearly 2,000 votes over the Liberal

standard-bearer,
* ok ok X

* ok % %
ically i i heir constituents. ;

tically but in the interests of the 509 The Board of Trade, while somewhat non-

committal on increaseq freight rates as the re-

Who Pays The Taxes? sult of the new transport bill, is unanimous in

: .._lapproval of the new summer schedule for the

The Rowell Commission is now sitting in Brit- |Cop Ferry, which will include two round trips on
ish Columbia, One of the points made in the Sundays ‘from June 19th to September 11, This
Pattulle Government’s brief  was that  British | ;) overcome the hardship tourists were prev-

sifice 1917 totalled as much as the collections from and the States whep they had to wait at Sack-
Saskatchewan, Alberta and the three Maritime ville or Moncton over Sunday before getting to
Provinces together, “That only proves,” corrected the Island.  The additional early round trip
Chief Justice Rowell, *that British  Columbia daily except Sundays at 7 A, M, and 8.15 A. M,
makes more money than other Canadians.” The respectively will be found a great convenience,
government spokesman stubbornly refused to ad- L T 1
mit that (says “J. B, M.” in the Winnipeg Free Although there is not a Maritime clergyman in
Press), “thereby ruffling slightly the chairman’s the [ist of honorary D, D’ to be conferred by
usual quiet serenity.” : the Preshyterian College, McGill, Montreal, this
This is a very interesting point, for the same year, congratulations will be extended by a host
issue has already been raised by the Premiers of of Maritimers to Rev, Wm, Orr Mulligan, M.A,,
Ontario and Quebec, who contend that their LLB. of Melville Church, Westmount, and
provinces pay 73 per cent of the Dominion tax- formerly of St James Church, Charlottetown,
ation.  When they make this statement before 'who has been chosen for that distinction, Mr.
the Rowell Commission, we may expect the chair- Mulligan has a Canadian-wide reputation as a
man to give them the same reply he gave to thealogical and historical writer, and Melville
British Columbia, Church under his regime has just been enlarged
Editorially the Winnipeg Free Press (of which Jangq improved,  Last year Mr, Mulligan acted
Commissioner J. W. Dafoe is editor) takes the part timie as supply in his old church here during
Central Canadian premiers to task for their state- the absence abroad of the Rey, Dy,
ments.  Ontario and Quebec, it says, make no Moorhead Legate,
contributions whatever to Dominion revenue. The Rl S0, S5
public accounts of Canada are an open hook ; they { Tpe Young Men’s Conservative Association
can be searched from 1867 to the present time 8ot away to an excellent start at Monday night's
and no record of a single dollar in the way of organization meeting, The large number of
taxation levied by the Dominion government has young men present, and the able manner in
been paid by either of these provinces to the | which many of them participated, along with
Federal exchequer.  On  the contrary,  these {more seasoned speakers, in the discussions of the

vising."” : romp about with the dogs both in my town house
This is the gist of the matter, Since the rate Jand in the country, I am convinced that it is only
of taxation is uniform, what bearing has the ter- Iman who has made fox and hound enemies, If
vitorial. distribution of the taxpayers upon’the fany one says that ‘foxes must be kept down,’ [
question of its incidence or its justice? = Cer- should like it to be known that mire runs loose
tainly it is not an argument for the wealthy Cen- famong chickens which also run loose for months
x?l Proviuccsh;o Edvm,,Of the 245 members fon end, and we hnlve’ lost at l;:aost two, . F(:so
- of the Domin arliament, 147 reprec:at ¢ seise of m than any other ani-
stituencies within the: tetritorial boundarie ral 1 know, more sense of real fun, 1 am con-
tario bec, T ’ ¢ also strong= {vonced that when they into poults; runs it is

, -Jfrom a sense of mischief, and they get over.

loc- Jexcited by a lot of things flattering ‘round them,
At heart, T "’3,"" from my own experience, they
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businéﬁ and political interests is far greates than |
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Commission when they  stressed the concentra-
tion of head offices in the Central Provinces of | peti
Canada-wide business and financia] institutions. | p*'5:
The federal taxes paid on large incomes and
overhead expenses in connection with these head! i
offices should be credited to all the provinces, ' such
from which the revenue of these organizations js
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government in Canada, declaring that the Dom-
inion’ spent $500,000 more each year on govern-
ment than did Great Britain, with more than
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