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Wealthy Ontario, with a reported million-dollar
surplus this year, and even Nova Scotia, can do
many things which would be impossible for our
local legislators to attemipt. ~ Nevertheless, they
should find some means, in co-operation with the
Federal Department, of remedying present con-
ditions, which are anything but encouraging to
our farm producers. Doubtless this question will
be fully discussed at our farmers’ meetings today
and tomorrow. In view of the importance of
the subject, it is to be hoped that all our legis-
lative members, who can do so, will put in an ap-

pearance.
Relieving Cabinet Ministers

T~ Discussing the problem of relieving cabinet
ministers from their onerous routine duties, a
correspondent in a mainland exchange recalls that
during the Great War the Union Government had
the assistance of capable men who deputized for
she Ministers in the House of Commons when
purely routine business was under discussion and
took much of the load off them outside the House,

There was, for example, Mr, F. H. Keefer,
K.C, of Port Arthur, who was the Parliament-
ary Under-Secretary of State for External Af-
fairs, and relieved Sir Robert Borden of much
routine work. In the Department of Militia and
Defense, Lieut.-Col, Hugh Clark of Kincardine
was Parliamentary Secretary and deputized for
Hon. S. C. Mewburn, the Minister of Militia and
Defense. Mr. W. F. Nickle, K.C., of Kingston,
was a tower of strength to Hon. N. W. Rowell,
President of the Privy Council; and Sir Her-
bert Ames of Montreal did much as chairman of
the Banking and Commerce Committee of the
House of Commons to lighten the burdens of Sir
{Thomas White, the Minister of Finance.

The system of under-secretaries has been in
vogue for many years in the British House of
Commons, and could be well adopted in Canada
%0 ease the strain on Ministers who have no time
for relaxation and whose work and health must
necessarily suffer, If it is not considered desir-
able, for any rcason, to create under-secretaries,
the title can be avoided. The Prime Minister has
established a precedent by appointing Mr. Brock-
ington to his staif, although his duties probably
differ from those that would be assigned in other
departments.  Virtually every department hag
gone into the press liaison and publicity business.
What is needed more is relief from details, the
handling of which would be valuable experience
for competent members of Parliament who might
be willing to take on such responsibilities for the
sake of the cause, and without additional pay.

" The .Brilish Blockade

Obviously inspired by their Nazi masters is
the Vicliy Government's threat to employ what is
left of the French navy to convoy merchantmen
if Britain persists in ifs blockade of France. The
attitude of Britain is that the blockade must be
enfoirced against that section of France which
is occupied by the Germans, It is not opposed
to aiding unoccupied France, where there is some
measure of assurance that foodstuffs will reach
the French people.  In occupied France, as in

the course of a conference between the British
Ambassador, Lord Halifax, and the U, S. Sec-
retary of State, Lord Halifax is quoted as having
given a firm answer on this point. Nor is it like-
ly that there will be misunderstanding on the part
of the United States Government as to the reasons
dictating such a reply. In an official report of
the U. S, Department of Agriculture, recently
released, the blame for the food shortage in the
conquered Ifuropean countries was placed square-
ly upon Germany. The report revealed that in
an effort to make up for food shortages at home,
the Germans had drained the subjugated coun-
tries of supplies which would have provided
“somewhat better than minimum requirements.”
“Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium and
I'rance,” the report states, “would actually be able
to feed their people, despite the British blockade,
if Germany were not adjusting their agricultural
economics to its own food needs and their indus-
trial machinery and transport systems to its war
effort.”  Not only have available supplies been
drained to feed the Nazi war machine, but the
problem of farm.production has been intensified
because the Nazis are “drafting Danish, Norwe-
gian, Dutch, Belgian and French as well as
Czech and Polish prisoners and civilians, in an
attempt to overcome the shortage of farm labor
in Germany.”

This is not British “propaganda,” but the find-
ing of U. S. officials based on the most authori-

tative reports from American and European
sources, It explains why any relaxation of the
British blockade would only result in prolonging
the war and fastening the chains of slavery more
firmly than ever upon the unfortunate victims of
German aggression. It is a hard alternative, but
the only one which Britain can pursue in justice
to herself and the cause for which she is fighting.

EDITORIAL NOIES =

Some 58 judges are receiving pensions of $302,-
000, or an average of $434 each per month,
* ok ok %k

The Nazis have issued a State loan of 500,00,-
000 guilders (about $335,000,000) in the Nether-
lands with the intention that if it be not voluntar-
ily subscribed, a compulsory 40 year annual levy
at 2 1-2 per cent will be enforced,

* L .

The two- months tour of Gracie Fields through
Canada last August and September netted $99,306
of which $74,479 went to the Navy League of
Great Britain, Miss Fields, British stage and
screen star, toured more than 40 Canadian centres
to raise money for the Navy Leagues of Canada
and Great Britain,

* ok % %

Mr. Castleden, M.P., informed the House of

Commons that there came to his attention the case le

of a constable in the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police in Ottawa whose pay was so low, and the
cost of living so high, that his wife was compelled
to take in washing to maintain a decent standard
of living in the home. The House in Committee
endorsed a proposal by Mr. Lapointe to give the
Mounties an increase,
* % % X
Russian Revolution broke out this date, 1917.
Rodzianko, President of the Duma telegraphed to
the Tsar urging that immediate measures be taken
to cope with the situation; immediately after the
garrison in Petrograd rose in rebellion, and ‘seized
the Tsarist ministers; a council of Workmen'’s
and Soldier’s delegates (now known as Soviet)
was formed; and provisional government taken
over by the executive committee of the Duma,
with Prince Lvov as Prime Minister, followed by
the abdiction of Nicholas, his arrest and imprison-
ment at Tsarskoye Selo.
x %
Hon. Mr. Hanson told the House of Commons
this story. He was interested in a case where a
judge of a province was appointed sole arbitrator,
The case invovled extensive litigation and ulti-
mately went to the Privy Council. The judge
made his award and put the award in the bank,
Then he notified counsel that when they had paid
the bill they would get the award, The bill was
for $3,500, and against his (Mr. Hanson'’s) pro-
test the bill was paid, the award then being re-
leased. He asked the Minister of Justice what
he thought of such an action. Mr. Lapointe said
he “would hesitate to give an opinion,” For our
part we would venture the opinion that the judge
in question “knew his onions.”
* ox ¥ x

*

His Worship the Mayor is entitled to credit for
the splendid endeavour he has made to get gov-
ernment contracts for the City. Did he ever think
of the capability of Bruce Stewart & Co, to
manufacture Diesel engines for which there is an
enormous demand? Our information is that it
would take very little to fully equip that firm for
their production, and it would have the advant-
age of laying the foundation for a commercial
output when the war is over. A group of public
spirited citizens should get together and thor-
oughly explore the possibilities, There is nothing
in the suggestion that such a plant would de-
prive farms of help; there are not a few of our
boys seeking jobs on the mainland who would be
only too glad to come back home, besides the hun-
dreds of city youths growing up with little or no
prospects of learning a trade.

K % X v

A census monograph dealing with the fertility
of the population of Canada has been issued by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. While the
findings are by no means final, due to the short
period over which vital statistics series extend in
Canada, it brings out interesting conclusions on

each of the main aspects of the subject. Evid-
ence that the fifteen years covered by the avail-
able data are part of a long-term downward trend,
is revealed. Allowance, of course, must be made
for the fact that the period 1921-36 over which
the study is made ends in serious depression, and
further, that the age distribution of married moth-
ers within the child-bearing age range was be-
coming more unfavourable. But a more import-
ant concomitant of the decline was the tendency
to a reduction in the number of moderately large
families as shown by the order of birth figures.
It seems that the families of under 3 and over 10
children are tending to increase, and that this

trend is present in more or less modified form
in each of the different age groups of mothers,

other countrics under the Nazi heel, there is no| Gross and net reproduction rates are presented in

means of obtaining such assurance.

blockade will be continued, regardless of

action which the Vichy Government may take.
At Washington, where this question arose in

\

Hence the| the monograph and except in one province, Bri-
any  tish Columbia, the reproduction rates are high

enough to maintain a steady increase in popula-
tiony

NOTES BY THE WAY

The notion that an upswarming
Italian pecple m.ght depose Ii
Duce, jein tae Briti-h cause, and
start invading Germany through
the Brenner Pass is a p.pe dream,
It’s <kay to kid Mussouni — but
let’s not k.d curselves, — Minuie-
apolis Star-Journal.

Even the Danube river has risen
in protest against Nazism, and has
destroyed the Hungarian wheat
crop, sold in advance to Germany,
—St. Thomas T.mes-Journal,

Dire news comes from Scotland.
It seems that some witless Sassen-
ach in the British G-veinment has
proposed an increase in the tax on
oatmeal, Surely Auld Scot.a has
made sacrifices enough in allowing
the kilt to be abolished in Scctish
dighting units, A rise in the pr.ca
cf oatmeal would be ab.ut the last
straw—or flake. — Stratf.rd Beac-
on-Herald,

All that can be said for a couple
of pecple who have goi off wita
$10 fines for driving. trucks witn-
out brakcs is that they are m:re
lucky than they deserve to be. ‘1ney
have escaped a punishment wa.ca
fits the crime. It might be too
str.ng language to say that they
are potential killers, but they are,
at least, pecple who care vely L.t-
tle for the lives of othcrs. =~ Any
motor veh.cle without brakes is an
engine of death and destiuci.on,
and the payment of a paltry $10
selms to be a penalty wiich 1s al-
xsnost ludicrously light, — Winds.r

tar,

Colonel Josiah Wedgwood, the
well-known British Labor mumber,
tells in his recently published vol-
ume cf reminisccnees, “Memoirs of
a Fighting Life,” an interest.ng
story about Mr, Winst n Caurchili,
In 1934 he met Mr, Churchul just
atter he had returned frcm luncin-
ing with Ramsay MacDonaid's
Cabinet, who had had ven R.bp.ni-
trcp as their chief guest and taz
present Prime Minister gave tais
explanat.on of an inv.tation whica
had surprised h.m: “Well, I sup-
pose they asked me to saow han
that if wiey coulan’t bark them-
selves they kept a dog wn. cculd
bark and hite.” — T.ronto Giche
and Mail.

Lord Willingdon, head of the
Britich trade m.ss.on in South Am-
erica, and his staff have just left
Chile for Peru, Further.ng plans to
improve trade relations betwcen
Great Britain and Lat.n America,
the former G.verncr General of
Canada has conc.uded a draft
agreement with Chile. Under the
agreement Great Britain will buy
sheep's wool from Chile and, in
return, w.ll supply Chile with farm
machinery and manuiaciured wool-
ns and cottons, — Chilean Press
Service.

Having learned so many lessons
in the bleak and somb:e year of
1940, we pecple of the British Em-
pire will be fiols forever to be
damned if we do not profit from
them and put them to use in 1941,
Our people must be reaay to make
greater sacrifices, voluntarily, than
those made by the Germans at the
order of their master, Our mun.-
tion workers shou.d understand
that every strike that occurs, ev-
ery h.ur that passes without the
machine working to capacity is as
serious a crime as desertion in the
face of the enemy. Complacency
must be cast aside. — Toronto
Telegram,

A Yorkshire sweets manu-
facturer with a considerable ex.
port trade has shown me samples
of the kind of labels put .n his
goods when they arrive in Canaaa.
The labels are chosen by the im-
porters and illustrate how eager
the Canadians are to enciurage our
trade, Three samples are befcre me
as I write, Each is about 18 inchcs
broad by nine inches deep, and is
boldly colcred in red, white a..}
blue. The picture of a warship is
at one end and in the far corncr
is a Union Jack. The most striking
feature of the labels, hcowever, are
the slogans printed in large red
letters on a white background, One
of these is worded: “Buy Brit'sh to
Beat Barbarism;” ancther reads,
“Escaped the Submarines’, and
the third, “Convoyed by the Brit-
ish Navy.” — Leeds Yorkshire Pcst.

When we write or speak of the
war we usually deal with the sacri-
fice, hardship and loss that it en-
tails, We seldom speak of the bene-
fits—perhaps because we are not
proud of the fact that it scems to
have taken a war to bring them.
But in Canada, advantages the.e
are. The war has already cut Can-
adian uncmployment in §.meihing
like half, Plants and are
filled with men whose phys.ca] fit~
ness and morale are on definitely
improved standards. Industry is
humming, reaching new production
Iovels — breaking traits for new
conquests, The drives of natiocnal
effort that answer wat’s demands
show us how pretty a lot «f our
preblems have been. These things
are happening in wartane. But
they will inevitably have determin-
ing influences in peace, We have
seen what we can do when we have
to. — Vancouver News Hcrald,

A correspondent with the British
forces in Libya included in one of
his despatches recently the com-
ment that the Italiang are los.ng on
a spaghetti diet while the British
are winning <n a roast bcef diet.
There may be something to. that
idea, but another correspondent in
e current weckly magazine says
that the consostent Italian defeats
are due to Jlack of enthus.asm or
even interest in the cause for which
they are supposed to be ‘ighting, It
seems doubtful that a red meat diet
would make the ¢.mmon Italian
soldier any more blood-‘hirsty toe
ward the Greeks and the British,
Ethiopia, Spain, Albania and the
Nazi alliante were all Mussolni's
ideas, not Italy's, — Boston Post.

Canada, already a granary and
training ground for the Imp:re, is
fast beccming its armament w rks
also. Without the sinews of war,
victory cannot be gained. At the
moment, the pressing need is for
the war-time output Canada’s
factorics. That all efforts in this
direction have still not been proper-
1y ci-ordinatcd is a_matter for re-
gret and concern, The government
at Ottawa must give new leadership
and added impetus to this essential
undertaking. As Prime Minister
Churchill has said, the front line of
defence runs through the factorics.
Therefore no weakness in that line
can be pemitted, — Braatford Ex-
positor,

Burma has decreed that diamon 1§
cannot be taken from the couniiy
without governmaent permis,

Britain’s New Planes

How the Nazis lost the first Battle
for Britain through their own “effi-
clency” in planning it some years
ahead appears from a review of the
race for air supremacy given in an
interview by Major F. A. de V. Rob-
ertson,  the British aeronautical
authority. .

“in time of war,” he explains, “one
of the great diificulties of a belliger=
ent power is to mainiain tae .upply
of awcraft while at the same ume
arranging for the production in
quantity of new types. It is no sim-
p.e or quick macter to convert a
factory irom proauction of one type
to production of something quite
aifferent.  Ail through the eariy
months of the present war Ger-
many suifered from having arrang-
ed some five years ago for the
manuiacture in large quantities of
the Heinkel I1II bomber and the
Messerscnmitt 109 fighter, By 1939
both had been cutclassed by Britisn
types, and it was month, before the
Junkers 88 bomber and Messer=
schmitt 110 twin-engined fighter,
both improved types, appeared in
any numbers,

“But, wnatever the difficulties,”
he went on, “both siaes are obliged
to make arrangements for turnng
out new types, lor fear of being ut-
terly defeated in the air.  Senior
officers of the R.A.F. remembering
how, in the last war, the sudden
appearance of the Fokker mono-
plané with a machine gun firing
through the arc of the airscrew
without hitting the blades, then a
novelty, wrought great havoc among
the British aeroplanes. It was
presently defeated by the F.E.2d.
and the D.H.2, Then the Germans
got ahead again with an Albatros
lighter and the Fokker triplane,
which in turn were countered by the
Sopwith Camel and the S.E.5s.

Britain Has the World's Best
Bomber

“In the present war,” said Major
Robertson, the R.A.F, fighters, the
Hurricane and the Spitiire, with
their eight machine guns apiece,
have easily dominated the air.
They have forced the Germans to
put armour into their machines,
which calls for the use of shell-
firing guns on our side, The Well-
ington has been called the ‘best
bomber in the worla, while the
Whitley and Hampden have also
done grand  bombing work.  Nor
should we forget the medium pomb-
er, the Blenheim, nor that excelleat
{lying boat, the Sunder.and.

“Still, we must improve on past
performance, and for regular raid-
ing of targets in Eastern Germany
still longer range is desirable. The
spring will surely see new types in
action Recently, the Beaufort tor-
pedo-bomber ha; been at work, and
has sunk thousands of tons ot ene-
my shipping. An American journ=-
alist has published an article which
professed to give a lot of informa-
tion about coming R.A.F, machines,
but he was not right in all his par-
ticuiars, and it would not do to heip
the enemy by correcting him. How-
ever, the Minister of Aircraft Pro-
duction, Lord Beaverbrook, himself
metnioned the Whirlwind fighter in
a recent broadcast. . It is a fighter
of unu ual design, and it is safe to
forecast that its speed, gun power,
and other characteristics will nct
endear 1t to the Axis airmen.

:“The Blackburn Botha is a re-
connaissance machine which  has
come into use by the R.A.F, Most
modern  monoplanes  have their
wings placed on the sides of the
fuselage, but the Botha is of the
high-wing clas and therefore looks
unusual. . Of course, no figures of
its speed and range may be pub-
lished, but it may be said that the
importance of reconnaissance can-
not be exaggerated. The R.AF. has
to watch the coasts of Europe from
Norway to Bordeaux, and to patrol
far out into the Atlantic. More-
over, its reconnaitring machines
must be able to drop bombs, to
fight on occasions, and :ome of
them can launch torpedoes.

“The R.A.F, aims at even greater
range in its bombers and recon-
naissance machines, and, in its
fighters, at greater speed, greater
fighting power, and a high degree
of manoeuvrability. British design-
ers are we'l analified to comply with
these demands.”

PERSONAL LOANS

For Winter Needs or Any
Other Useful Purpose

ONE YEAR TO REPAY
APPLY TO NEAREST BRANCH OF

The Canadian Bank
0f Commerce

MONTHLY DEPOSITS PROVIDE
FOR REPAYMENT

YOU MAKE
IF YOU YOU 12 MONTHLY
BORROW RECEIVE DEPOSITS OF
$ 60
96
4

$

$ 14
; 192
300
$
$1.068

OTHER AMOUNTS AT
PROPORTIONATELY LOW RATES
YOUR ESTATE IS PROTECTED B
LIFE INSURANCE, WHICH TII;

SILVER THAW

Diamond lights twinkle

And fairy bells tinkle

Rainbow sparks glitter on crystal-
clad :

O'er ;u a silver gelll).en

Heard as a crys "

'rl.hkleu clear notes on the faint
misty breeze,

Shafts, amber and golden,

Of light now beholden,

Flash on the vision and change

once again,

With jacynth-work shining,

Of em'rad-hued lining,
’I‘reeltgend in crystalline loveliness

en,

Of ruby and “Jmh’"

Each shaft of t higher—

Colors iridescent glow in the night,

Lighting the elfin band

Thro' their white wonderland,

Trees weave enchantment of rain-
bow-hued light.

Topaz and amethyst,

Silvered and azure-kist,

Gl“mﬁ:hetep’ mysteriou; in the half-

Thus in sweet magic caught,

Beauty my soul is taught,
d neath enchantment lies all
0’ the nigh

—Ariel,

BIG MONEY FOR
FAMILY OF MILKERS

Melbourne, Australia. — A dairy
farmer near Melbourne has offer-
ed $3260 a year, with house, milk
and firewood thrown in, for a fam-
ily to assist in milking a big herd
of cows. Seven families which ap-
plied were unsuitable for the work.
The numbers of Australians en-
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COD LIV
Babies thrive

giving vitamins

COD LIVER

R INFANTS AND
G?OWING CHILDREN
There is nothing you can

who
ﬁ;’.a"hz‘:dr:: “Rickety” that

ER OIL
unshine to their bodies.
%5.2 :he Cod Liver Oil must
contain the right proportion
of vitamins. N
The proportion of the life

the label.
:lgll;‘ t:: kind that is scienti-

tested
:::‘l‘l‘vy reliable
VACUUM
BOTTLES
After one ‘look at these
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BABY'S NEEDS

—
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MACS BLOOD FOOD
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namble in the treatment of

is traceable, to an im-
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g Get a box now.

Mail Orders Given Prompé
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149 Great George Street
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NIPPLES TTLES
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BABY
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on our Baby Scales, Sxulirly

~—LOANED FREE-
——

best value in
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Vacuum 490
Kits (bottle
1.35
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where their

Phone 86 for your n,
gladly deliver promntlg'e.ds' ne

Reddin Bros, |

ion.

MACS

listed in the fighting forces and
engaged In munitions industries
has caused a shortage of agrciul-
tural labor.

ARMY KNITTERS
WORKS IN AUSTRALIA

Melbourne, Australia — Hitler
will have to move swiftly if he
wants to race Australia’s army of
knitters making comforts for the
troops. When a German raider
sank a vessel in the Indian Ocean,
3030 woollen pullovers and 16,000
mittens knitted by  Australian
women for their troops abroad
went down with her. Eighteen days
later, it was reported that in ad-
dition to routine commitments, the
loss had been made good.

HUNTING FOR MOON

SAN DIEGO, Calif. —(CP)—A
new treasure-rush to California- -
when heavy seas wash rocks up on
the shore, hundreds of people start
searching for m mnes, worth
about 50 cents a pound,

COFFEE GROUNDS
CHICAGO —(PP) —New grounds
for divorce- -a pretty brunette ask-
ed the court that her marriage
bonds be voided. Her husbang went
for cream for coffes four months
ago and never came back.

EXAMINATION

Fitting and San‘plylnl Glasses
Ete

H. J. MABON

OPTOMETRIST
Montague, P. E. I,
Office Hours: 10 to 12 A, M.
2to5 P. M.

Holidays etc., by appointment
Office Connected with
DRUGSTORE

A
DRUG STORE
AT
YOUR
ELBOW

Those who have tele-
phones have all the re-
sources of our store at
command at any time.
If a need arises, let us
know and we will send
you what you want at
once,

— PHONE 217 —

BY MAIL

All orders go by first
mail promptly. Send
money order to avoid
delay.

JAMIESON'S

DRUG STORE

BANK ARRANGES

144 Richmond St.

E. R. Brow &_gon

Fire, Auto, Life, Accident, Sickness
and Plate Glass Insurance
at Lowest Rate

Agent at Summerside, Lloyd Lewis

Chprlottetq_wn—J l

r

CHARLOTTETOWN

WHY THERE IS
NOBETTER BUY
than

. o 20
blue coal
THE co[-’oim
GUARANTEES THE -QUALITY
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A. PICKARD & CO.

TEL.

W, K.

WHO WOULD PAY YOUR
ADDITIONAL LIVING
— IN CASE OF FIRE —

THE LANDLORD ?
NOT LIKELY!!

BUT YOU CAN INSURE IT AT LOW COST

EXPENSE

ENQUIRE FROM....

ROGERS Agencies Ltd.

Queen St. Phone 540—541

Say to Your Grocer

I Want
IN ORANGE PEKOE TEA

You will enjoy its superior

quality

20000000004

NOT BLACK-OUTS

BUT

“BLACK TWIST”

Yes, thanks to men from all
paris of the Empire, in the
Army, Navy and Air Force
we can still enjoy the little
comforts of life including
Tobacco, which means that
Islanders can continue 10

take pleasure ir

HICKEY’S

BLACK TWIST

10c PER FIG

Manufactured by

HICKEY & NIQHUI.SON



