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The Plebiscite of '98

The coming Dominion plebiscite will be tna
second that a Liberal government has  foisted
upon the people of Canada.  The first one, as
our older readers will recall, was held in 1898 on

the issue of prohibition. When Hon, Sidney Fish-
er, Minister of Ag: ure in the Laurier admin-
istration, introduced the prohibition plebiscite bill
in 1808, it was gener. v wn  that the five
English-spealis rovi favored prohibition,
while Quebec was su * opposed. The pleb-
iscite, held a fow t iter, showed a major-
ity of 13.916 in favor of prohibition for the
whole country, Five of the provinces and the

ies had a favorable total maj-
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= EDITORIAL NOIELS

Ash Wednesday, Lent begins.
® % ¥ x

For the present, the appeal demanding sym
pathy and support is the Second Victory Bond
issue—the others can afford to wait.

* * %

“A Man of Sorrows, and Acquainted with
Grief” will be more in the minds and hearts of
Christians throughout the world from now till
Easter.

* % % =

Though he laid no claim to the credit, it was
Col. D. A. MacKinnon D. S. O. who was
primarily responsible for the unbounded success
of the first Beacon Fire of Freedom Ceremony
inaugurated here. ol

Four Provincial by-elections are to be held in
Quebec on March 23, one, St.’ James due to
the death of Dr. J. R. Tourpin, while the oth-
ers in  Westmount-St. George, St. Ann, and
Richelieu-Vercheres, are the consequence of the
sitting members having been. raised to the Coun-
cil.

* % % x

Hon. Mr. Gardiner who, up till last week,
vehemently opposed all-out service now declares
“that every available man of military age will be
required in the armed forces.” And what does
“available” mean?—‘“Capable of being of use,
value, or service.” What more does conscription
demand? it may be asked.

* * * %

Mr. G. M. Clemons, of Brantford, Ont,, Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the Holstein-Friesian As-
sociation of Canada, reported to the annual meet-
ing that sales of Holstein cattle in Canada were
15 per cent. higher than in any previous year of
the association’s history. The total sales amount-
ed to 35677 compared with a previous high of
30,060 in 1040, he reported, Dominion markets
absorbed more cattle than ever before and ex-
ports to United States, Puerto Rico, Colombia,
New Zealand and Jamaica were active.

Xk x

The Bill of Rights, passed this date 1688 de-
clared the right of all British subjects to carry
arms for their defence; also it was declared ne-
cessary to have the sanction of = TParliament for
the maintenance of a standing army, and the

following year the first standing army was
sanctioned ; a hundred years later an act was
passed providing for the maintenance of the

Army by a Secretary of State for War instead of
by contract with the colonels of regiments; and
in 1793 to 1815 impressment (conscription) was
resorted to owing to the French War,

x ok % %

We are some times inclined to plume our-
selves on being a long lived people, but a casual
reference to a recent issue of the Tidinburgh
Scotsman shows that we have nothing on the
Scotch in that respect. In a list of 23 ordinary
deaths recorded, ages ranged from 71 to 09, with
an average of 9o. On the other hand in the same
issue “deaths on active service” totalled 33, rang-
ing from 19 to 30, with an averagge of 22, “IlI
fares the land to hastening ills a prey, where
wealth accumulates and men decay.” Scotland
will never suffer such humiliation so long as she

has sons like these.
*

* %

Canada and South Africa still remain aloof
from the Pacific Council of which Britain, U.

S. A. Australia and New Zealand are partners
(Canada even rejected a place in the joint coun-
cils to allocate shipping, raw materials and
munitions) . But they cannot forever ignore so

portentous a change in the Empire system and ir.
due time will probably take War Cabinet scats.
In effect, and in the persons of President Roose-
velt and Winston Churchill, the U. S. and Bri-
tain already have scats in cach other’s war cab-
inets. I'f the Empire is changing, even more is the
English-speaking world, and every day seems to
show the pettiness and folly of the Mackenzie
King Isolahonist policy.

* Tk

* *

That the Federal Government is cognizant of
the seriousness of the war situation is evident
from the grim warning issued by their Director
of Public Information, Mr. G." H. Lash who
emphasizes the folly of indulging in  wishful
thinking and paints'a gloomy picture of the im-
mediate future which awaits the democracies on
the war fronts. Paying tribute to the armed
forces of the Soviet which, he says, were ‘doing
a swell job,” Mr. Lash declares that a great
deal of the optimism which has resulted in this
country from the Russian exploits was not justi-
fied. “I have no official information on which
to base this, but it seems to me that the best that
we can hope for in that advance (of the Rus-
sians) is that it will delay the German Spring
offensive. We should not depend too much on it
because of the possibility of future disappoint-
ment, We should not look for any quick victory
through ths Russian advance, No information
has come to me of any demoralization in the
German Army. The Russians are not taking
large groups of prisoners, Somehow, the Ger-
mans have managed to escape. We should keen
these facts in mind.” This, too, was issued before
the episode of the Dover Straits.

L ™

With reference to criticism by certain Quebec
politicians, a Washington correspondent writes

“It seems to me that those who accuse Britain
of selfishness in concentrating strength on her
islands are, wittingly or unwittingly, serving the
encmy. Besides, they have very short memories,
To those of us who have seen England under
fire the notion that she is seeking to protect her-
self to the neglect of her allies is nothing less
than ludicrous.-

“Iven to those not familiar with allied plans
and enemy strength, the importance of Britain's
home strength is obvious. The Isles constitute the
key to the whole European situation.

“Those who criticize her forget too easily that

upon Britain’s courage and her ability to suffer
and fight on against seemingly hopeless odds has
depended the fate of all of us everywhere in the
world. Few cities in all of the allied nations have
suffered as much as London, Liverpool. Coven-
try, Bristol and Manchester. Few nations had so
little with which to resist such overwhelming
strength as had Britain in the <umnier of 1040.
No nation has ever served the world more nobly
than did the British in their homes during 1940."

’

NOTES BY THE WAY

The Nipponese soldier carries a
5-25 ritle, 400 rounds of ammuni-
tion, five days of iron rations —

ice and e — & tin hat, a
:p:ie, first-aid kit, a fanatical
spirit and & bitter hatred of the

White Man, You can't fool with
that sort of guy.— London Free
Press.

The general request is made for
“parity” prices, and there is noth-
ing fundamentally unfair in this.
The farmers waal to be put on the
same basis, comparing prices with
cost of living, as are those in
other lines of business, and what
they are asking is, of course, the
ideal condition every:
WO like % see brought about.
The fact that this oondition does
not yet exist simply points t0 the
urgent need for complete investi-
gation of the whole agricultural
situation. — Windsor Star,

Two requests about Panzer reach
me from different quarters. One is
to say what it means; the other
to get the term dropped in favor
of good plain English. Well, Pan-
zer means armor, and since
German armored divisions have

the

Colonel Ralston And wwiananwanasaasasssmina
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A Thought
For A People

The Plebiscite

(Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph)
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A Day
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A Japanese Who Died
(Exchange)

like “solotmaten. Hots
Wwhose sudden death in Paris
Just been reported, that country
would not today be d in her
present desperate adventure as a

partner of the totalitarian FPower
Europe,

service, the plebiscite can serve no embered as one of the most inter-

pur , unless as

Minister of National Defense and

I 1 esting and attractive
"tlo leu:c hg;z‘n diplomats who have
L. Ralston, 1n our capital. A member of an aris-

of the foreign
been stationed

tocratic Japanese family, he had

» spent most of his service in London
as such, the natural adviser of the and Washingto,

Government as to Canada's man-
been more Uous any

other down to the invasion of Rus- Power , belleves—or, at any
sia, we have adopted the Gi 1 to

name for them, much as we habi-
tually speak of the Lutfwaffe in-
stead of the German air force or
U-boats (Unterseeboote) instead of
German submarines. As to getting
the word dropped, that seems to me
a matter of indifference. If Pan-
zer divisions are understood to be
German armored divisions — not
Russian or British, or any other—
the term bhas its utility. It enables
& two-word description to be used
instead of a three-ward, which is
all to the good. — Janus in Spec-
tator, Loxndon.

—_—

The news comes out of Wash-
ingwon thalt we are shipping ouly
Ou [xI' Cenl Ol OUl PrelNisea quOlas
ol war materal to Russia. ‘The
Spring ouensive against Russla
W start in abou; wo montns;
We must ship aumost ai once waat-
ever Americaln weapons art to' see
service In wat campaign, Tne
knglish have not 1cauced taeir
shupnents to Russia, except temup-
oraluy, where weather has inter-
lereqa; we have, In these few facts
there surges us for our attention
the molswous possibuity that the
AXIS Llas  won g greaier victory
silice Lycember 7 than any whicn
can be told in teums of sunaen
smps  and battered planes, ‘ine
cliel purpose of the attack upon
us was to ‘knock us out of the
war” as a supply agency for Russia
and England, It we let the 50 per
cent ligure stand, because we are
using our material puesy for the
dolensive, then the Axis punpose
will have been accomplished; we
shall be doing, in this war, precise-
ly what its strategists expected us
to do. We shall be playing the role
assigned for us in their books,
New York Sun.

It ought not to be necessary to
pouit out that in this war the
pecpie ol the British Isles have
done their snare — and then scne,
But some foiks have snort memor-
ies — or big ears for Axis propa-
gaada. To0 many Americans pe-
lieye that men trom the Domin-
ions or the Colonies have done
st of the British figuting. This
is one of the fallacies on which
vhey base suspicions wnich hamp-
er their own contribution to the
United Nations war effort ...1ne
pecpie of the Dominicns or Colon-
€5 know tnat the British Isles
have furnished more than their
snare of men and money. It is
Americans who seem t0 be 50 con-—
cerned about the outiying partners
in the British Comménwealib. It
15 the kind of American who boasts
ol America’s ro.e as the aisenal of
dealocracy and - forgets  that the
United States’ contribution is still
largely in the appropriation stage,
and lorgets that even as & supplier
of weapons Britain is still ahead.
Britain has produced more than 90
per cent of the weapons she is us-
itg and meanwhile has helped her
Allies. The British Isies with
roughly one-third the population
of the United States have speat
about $40,000,000,000 on the war.
Most of this is available now :in
war material, while despite vast
apptopriations, the United States
has furnished so far only about
$20,000,000,000 worthh of fighting
supplies.

Most Canadian Cabinet Minis-
ters and heads of departments
labour under the delusion that
newspaper men are merely con-
cerned with getting news for the
sake of news; concerned with
getting “items.” It is a pitiful de-
lusion. Canadien newspapers are
not concerned with getting mere

“handouts” or ‘“items” (they are
ccmpelled to throw away daily
much more matter than they

rint), but itiey are concerned as

their responsibility and duty,
with telllng their readers what is
behind the news. They understand
that the Canadian people éo not
merely want to know, but also
want to know why. For two years
of war in Canada we have had this
difficulty over war information,
Most, of It stems from the fact that
Ministers and others in charge of
war conduct have never taken time
to consider what the real difficulty
is about. — Ottawa Journal,

If the voluntary system of filling
the Army's ranks had n as suc-
cessful as the taxation system of
filling the nation's war-chest there
would be less need to talk of con-
scription today, though the volun-
tary system 1s not the most equit-
able either in raising men or rais-
ing momey. People who say that
they will agree to the more equit-
able method of raising an army
only when the same principle s
applied to wealth are either caught
by an empty catch. or are
knowingly attempting delude
others who don't stop to think that

consoripti

we already have jon
wealth, When flannel-mouths on
the hustings

talk about 8
tlon of wealth, it would be we!
ask them what they mean beyond
the taking from those who have it
all the money required to fight the

war to a suocessful conclusion.
That we already have. — Toronto
Telegram.

Divlomatie dence Is a
fearful and wot?%w Tt has
become bofth more fearful and more
wonderful ]slnoue, lm.’“'htke ﬂt:
German reply a series of nof
from South American countries
protesting that the wholesale and
randcem shooting of hostages 1s a
brutal and a barbarous thing. The
Nazi answer wes that it “does
ish to receive oral or written
obserVations of third states on this
question.” In short, there is no
answer, £0 there is nn use in try-
ing to make one. Mex!ico aad the
other protesters are told "Let’s not

not

of has to be raised

81 BCitraa e i
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point of a civilized liberal-minded

rate, profi — that %
all requirements for another year citizen of the world. Indeed he had

much Westernized in

become very
to come can be met by vuluntgy his outlook "and habits; he was an

enlistments. It is true that e
Minister qualifies his declaration
by a proviso; namely that the vol-
ume of recruiting can be kept up to
the average for the past

of the situation makes him reas-
onably sure that this will be done;
he exposes himself to the charge of
seeking to beguile public opinion.

As a matter of fact, Col. Ralston

has gone a s farther py inti- Who struggled ]
mating to hiswplellow-Oom.moneu course of tgelr country’s policy aleng

Our his wife,
months; but unless his knowledge ar,

omnivorous reader of the best Eng-
lish literature; he liked a game of
olf, and he was one of the best

dge players in Ottawa. He and
an excellent classical schol-
were generous in their hospitali-
ties, and they made no secret of

their preference for the society of
Eng

lish-speaking people,
Mr, Kalo was in cordial sympathy
with the liberal elements in Japan,
led in vain to keep the

that he will consider it his duty moderate lines; he believed in the

to let them know when the
bilities of voluntary
have been exhausted. This surely
ought to settle the matter with-
out need of plebiscite or any other
form of Government pussyfooting.

Either the people trust the Minist- 2

er of National Defense or they do
not and, in the absence of any ac-
tive or widespread protest,
Government is entitled to consider
that they do. If and when the
Minister decides that the time has
ccme for compulsory service, the
duty of the Government will he
plain whether there should be sub-
versive disturbances in any part of
the country or not.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister King
is not in a hurry about holding ais
plebiscite: we are teld that the
voters’ lists are to be revised and
that organization work must he
done that will take weeks to ccm-
plete. If, then, our Quislings and
Fifth Columnists are to be free to

stir up anti-consecriptionist feeling W

among the youth of the country in
the name of the Defense of Can-
ada—though actually they wish to
see war come to our shores, in-
sbead of being kept far-removed
from them — th> thuggery at
Montreal last evening gives an
inkling of the riots we may expect,
.;(;oxgd the situation get out of
nd.

So far as Quebec Is concerned,
to court trouble in this way dur-
ing the next two months or so will
be unfair not merely to the Muni-
cipal but also to the Provincial
authorities; and unfair to the
veaceable, law-abiding mass of the
population. Nobcdy  wants the
plebiscite except Mr. King and his
Acllowers, nobody believes that it
will settle or change anything.
Let us carry on, then, on the basis
of Col. Ralston’s assurance till he
tells us we must resort to com-
pulsory service! And when that
time comes both Goverrment and
people will have to face the facts
—not play with them!

Mr. Ilsley’s Appeal

(Globe and Mail)

Referring to an address to four
Montreal service clubs by Finance
Minister Ilsley, the Monfreal Gaz-
ette observed that “it combined
argument with eloquence to the
Teason as well as the emotions, to
the business and mathematical
sense as well as to pride of citizen-
ship and pride of race.” The Min-
ister ‘“rose to a height of oratovy
a8 unusual with im as it was
deeply affecting to his audience.”
He was applauded enthusiasticaily
and almost ceaselessly. =

We can well believe the descrip-
tlon is not exaggerated, for Mr.
Ilsley has shown a stature in his
present office which has stampe?
him with high qualities. In thig in.
stance he was speaking in behalf o
the pending Victory Loan, whic
gave an opportunity, readily seized,
to paint a picture of sacrifice and
necessity such as never before con-
fronted the people,

- gystien&é){] collez:uve1 secuﬂltmndhhe
1 eplo: apan’s selzure of nchu-
enlistment kuo and her resulting clash with the
League of Nations which led to her
withdrawal from it.

He watched
the growing ascendancy

not hesitate to warn successive Jap-
anese Governments of the perfl of
their courses, but, like'the faithful
public servant that he was, he con-
tinued to serve his country in var-
ious diplomatic posts, But” when he

visited Canada about’ two years ago

after finishing a special mission in
Brazil he had become very pessimis-

tic about the future of his country
and the whole world.

A message from Berlin reports
that he came to his death by falling
accidentally out of the window of
the Japanese Embassy, but many of
his Canadian friends 'will wonder
whether his death was really an ac-

cident. Such an ardent admirer of

the British race as Sotomatsu Kato

vas must have found life almost
unbearable after his country began
to wage war with the British Com-
monwealth of Nations.

Transfiguration

(Ottawa Journal)

And they put it under a small
heading! Here is one of the biggest,
strangest stories that has come into
a newspaper office since Doc Ccok
discovered. the North Pole—or said
that he discovered it. The news that
Prime Minister King is no longer
interested in politics, Hear him:

“I am trying to avoid political
controversy, . . . I have no inten-
tion of entering political contro-
versy.”

This is so sudden! Here we have
Mr, King at the head of a straight
party Government, with his whips
on in the House (though they’ve
been slipping a bit lately), and his
party ministers rurmmtg byelections,
and Mr, King himself talking to
party caucuses. and whispers coming
(not far from Mr. King's office
either) of a reopening of Libaral
party headquarters, and Mr, King
writing letiers to the electofs of
Welland and Quebec East, and right
in the middle of everything out
comes Mr, King in shining white
garments to say “All this I put be-
hind me! I'm no longer interested
in_politics.”

We should have had warning of
this! And. what's going to happen
now over those nine senatorships,
all heretofore marked out for the
deserving faithful?
will come if, as may wel pel
now, Mr. King absent mindedly sel-
ects a few Tories, perhaps offering
one of the jobs to “Mitch” Hepburn?

Yes, this is a story. Dana’s man
that bit the dog is knocked into a
cocked hat,

NEW ORLD

“Let me tell you,” he sald, “what B h._?v__

I think we should aim to do. I think Each flake that falls this Winter
we should aim to make a reputa- afternoon

tlon for Canadian achievement in Is like & note of music played far

this war that will be the talk of the o

world for generations, thw, will be And driiting by the window glass
the pride of ourselves, our cf:ildren,
and our children’s children. I wan’
our allies to ask themselves: ‘‘How
can eleven and a half million
people do so much and do it so inted grass
well? What Is there adout these gtill visible above the
Canadlang that make them at-
tempt and achieve the incredible?”

lass,
There is a light the color of the
moon
Over the garden, over this small
worl T
Bound by the crystal branch, the

el white.

Slowly, slowly the new world comes

A challenge like this driven home The Autumn leaf, the Summer

to all corners of the nation
action, It can

inspired

is
answerable only in one way—by
be taken for'granted
that the thousand men who were
by Mr. Ilsley’s eloquence
and reasoning concluded that {he
least to be done is to put the Minis-
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Pale Rﬂng'ﬂ recurring glimmer . ,
o

W
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That rheldg&m the earth to where

lean . . .
A sea within whose waves the lost
stars blow
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Three and one-half billion dollars proce i
during the coming i) gure ok givin
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ed, fewer implements and

no value unless this
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ETON HEAD IS DEAD
LINCOLN, England—(CP) —
Edward Lyttelton, 86, former head
master at Eton, died here.

talk about it; it's
business anyway.”

none of

Which s,

;uppo'-:, about l'ar lc‘ocl a way ):l
an answer inanswerable.
ZHienmins Daily

Lending money at a
interest is no
sacrifice, But, viewed against the
background of men, equipment and
finances, it has a sign-
*ificance far exceedng -other con-
siderations. It was this Mr. Ilsley

lers
munitions, Under existing war con-
ditions money doesn’t appear of
much accounts except as a medium
to stop the dictatws. It will be of
is done. The
meople have every reason for any-
Ilsley has every
reuo:u for confidence. Canada mus*

Dr.

name is snow.

—8ara Van Alstyne Allen in the
New York Herald Tribune,

GIVING AIRMEN A BREAK

LONDON—(CP) — The R. A. F.
hopes in future to revert to peace-
going
or thres months

embarkation leave. mbtho past
be fewer men trained and outfitt- men
leave.

possible to
two week's notice and 10

other is the self-interest

slrn:en
overseag from England two
notice and 28 dny‘:
ve
ays

SOLDIERS®

_ RUB OUT TIRED ACHES

your
we

)

_ %TIGHT

Quebec’s Attitude

right of veto over h
policies of which it
Worded thus bluntly, the assump-
tlons in the ver%:utunent
are proven to without

m':' i nt and even hon
cal argument ani t
gl?ed mbel;rgnx lxlnade the foundation
of politica cy.
e French-Ganadians
minority, a tan
ity, it true,
‘Th

ere were ,000
tthe time of the otnquest, There
are over 3,000,000 of them now, in
a population of 11,500,000,

Wh Great Britain
Canada it guaranteed the inhabi
ants certain rights: the ht to
their religion, the right to their lan-
guage. Some years later the French
civil law was added. The French-
Canadian at first filled practically
the whole picture in Canada, Then
pre-Lcyalist, alist,
tions, mostly
e American colonies and
states and the French-Canadian had
to take second place, He played an
important part in the ar of
1812 and gained prestige thereby.
But subsequent immigration and
the development of the West push-
ed him into a smaller corner—re-
latively, that is,

Two ciroumstances, in spite of
the growth of Canada's population,
have served to make and to keep
the French-Canadian a problen
child. One is his birth rate, which
is cbnsiderably higher than that
of the rest of the cuunt!;y, e
of politi-
cal partles which have, frcm the
beginning of self-government in
the country, sought political ad-
vantage for themselves by making
concessions to and cwrrying favor

with the French-Canadian minor-
ity. Repeatedly,

when Canada's
best interest—including the best in-
terest of the French-Canadians,
too, if they would only realize t—
demanded the adoption of certain
policies, there has been compromise
to satisfy the French-speaking
minority. So the progress of Cana-
da has been hindered, the forward
march of the country slowed down,-

It is easy to blame the French-
Canadian minority for this condi-
tion of affairs, but the blame does
not stop there They yielded to
coaxing and flattery and wholesale
bribery, But the greater sin must
be imputed to political parties that
were the fountain head of the
c axing and flatterv and brivery,
‘nd that exercised their wiles for
h 12t they conceived to be their
own advantage,

Since conscription was . enforced
in 1917, Quebec has been virtually a
Liberal camp. Concession after
concesslon has been made to keep
it so. We have an evervday re-
minder of those c:ncessions in the
nation’s dual language bank notes
which ymark the onward thrus® of
French-Canadian influence.

Refusal to be satisfied with con-
cesslons which the Fathers of Con-
federation never dreamed of has
its logical deve'opment in racial
arrigance that bids the other pro-
vinces dance to Quebec’s piping in
the determination of measures of
war,

For their own purposes the poli-
ticans made their Fraunkenstein,
confident they could fiandie it. Now
they are finding the thing they
made is too big and powerful
fcr them, It is threateni.g them It
is good enouzh for the parties that
played the ignoble game But it is
hard luck for Canada that must
turn, in the midst of a war for her
very existence, to fight a pelitical
malignancy that should never have
been permitted to develap,
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DORKING, Eng—(CP) —
Delisle Burns, 62, secretary
Organizing Committee of ‘thy ¥
gue of Nations Labor
died here. He was fo
turer at the London school of
nomics and University of Londg
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“COMPLETE
INSURANCE
SERVICE”

W. K. ROGERS
Agencies Ltd,

Phone 540-541

144 Richmond St.

E. R. Brow & Son

Fire, Auto, Life, Accident, Sickness
and Plate Glass Insurance

at Lowest Rate

Agent at Summerside, Lloyd Lewis
Charlottetown

This Is Old News,
Well-Known News

Not a Flash, or a bul
letin nor anything sen
sational, but it is true
and not to be denied. We
simply remind you that
our twist is as reliable
in flavor and purity as

I’s
ALWAYS
600D

Hickey'’s
Black Twist
10c ‘Per Fig
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