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NOTES

INDIAN FOOD PI/ANTS

John MacSwain, in his “Plants
of P, E. Island”, give the common
or Black Nightshade (Solanum
nigrum) as one of our native
plants. It must be relatively un-
common since I have not yet come
across it. It is known that the
Indians of California ate the ripe
berries of this piant, but consid-
ered the green berries poisonous.
about 1910 or 1611, I noticed a
plant of the Woody Nightshade (8.
Dulcamara) growing near the door
of a little shop in Charlottebown.
It had tempting red berries but
these were very poisonous indeed,
and on my informing the old lady
who kept the shop she destroyed
the “vine”. (In Newcastle the
newspapers of Aug. 26, 1898, told
of the death of a little girl, eight
years old, who had eaten ten of
the berries; she ate them on the
Monday night and died early on
the Wednesday morning), ‘This
plant may have been brought from
New Brunswick where it is found
in waste places or thickets.

And can you believe it? the
Jeaves of that troublesome lawn-
weed, the common Plantain (P.
major), were eaten by the Indians
of New Mexico!

Three members of the Honey-
suckle family — the Caprifoliaceae
—proved useful. The berries of
the “Cranberry-tree” or Pimbina
(V. opulus) were eaten fresh or
cooked. Not far away from my
dwelling is a place where the In-
dians of old deposited discarded
oyster shells and over it grows a
thicket of Pimbina and thorns.
Our Red-berried Elder furnished
berries which were eaten raw or
boiled, and a tea was made from
the roots of the plant. The Com-
mon or American Elder strongly
resembles the fragrant black-berri-
ed, Elder of England: it seems to
be scarce. ‘The berries were eaten
fresh or cooked; the fragrant
blossoms were steeped in - boiling
water to make a heverage.

(The Indians of the U.S.A, and
especially - those of the Southern
sections cultivated many species of
gourds (Cucurbits), which will
form the subject of a separate
article).

The serles closes with notices of
& few members of the Compositae.
The Canadian Goldenrod, one of
our . “Yellow-weeds”, = furnished
seeds which were eaten by some
tribes. The young and tender
leaves of the Large-leaved Aster
(A. macrophyllus) served others as
greens. ©Omne of the everlastings,
(Antennaria) furnished a kind of
chewing-gum from its stalks. The
ash from the Sweet Coltsfoot
(Petasites) was used as salt by
the Western Indians, Our trouble-
some weed the Burdock (Arctium)
was utilized in several ways; the
fresh leaves were eaten as greens,
and the roots boiled in soup, also
dried and stored for winter. The
Dandelion was made use of in
much the same fashion. The
fresh leaves of the Lettuce (Lac-
tuca sp.) and of the Sowthistle (8.
asper) were eaten by some Can-
adian Indians. The last item on
the list of our native plants is
the Hawkweed (Hieracium), from
the coagulated milky sap of which
a chewing gum was made.

Those botanical students who
have preserved the previous
“notes” on this subject, wil now
have a most valuable list of our
edible wild plants, and may re-
gard all not mentioned with sus-
picion,

A NATURALIST'S CALENDAR .
(Continued)

Late frost damages gardens, Ju.
18, 1920. A cold month so far,
Ju. 18, 1925,

June 20, 1917, inside tempera-~
ture (without fire) rises to 76 de-
grees, This is about the period
of the Summer Solstice' when the
sun enters the zodiacal sign of
Cancer, and Summer begins (As-
tronomically). . This happens on
June 21st of this year (1937). In
the Old Country, owing to  the
difference of climatp, June 24th
is known as Midsummer Day — a
heathen festival in old times, when
Beltane fires were lighted In
honor of Boal, but changed by the
Church to the feast of the Nativ-
ity of St. John the Baptist.

A most disastrous frost settled
on the Island on Ju. 21, 1918.
Tomatoes and beans hung black-
ened, and acres of potatoes suf-
fered. Readings from several
points showed 24 degrees. Ju. 21,
1924, Vegetation backward. Mos-
quitos  extraordinarily numerous
Ju. 21, 1927. White Castalla Wat-
er-llly in bloom, Winsloe North,
Ju. 21, 1931; temnerature 74 deg.
In shade at 11 am.

Wind. North, strong, cellar furn-
ace on, Ju. 22, 1919,

Fire-flies flying Ju. 23, 1927; a
warm day, 78 degrees at 3 pm.
This was followed by an electric
storm in the night. Ju, 23, 1918,
Lesser Bitter-cress (C. hinsuta) in
bloom,

Humid, with temperature 78 de-
grees at 3 pm. “Vegetation jump-
Ing!” Oreek dry early this year,
Ju. 24, 1930.

June 26, 1928, temperature 84 deg.

| ting throwing further light on the

weather,

p.m.  Falconwood Hospital struck
and main central tower gutted. No
lives lost, but $25,000 propert)y
damage, Ju. 28, 1926,

Local Time of Sunrise and Sun-
set for June, in Latitude 46 de-
grees: 1st, 411 am. 746 pm, —
5th, 409 am, 749 pm, — 15th,
4.08 am., 752 pm, — 20th, 4.09
a.m, 754 pm. — 25th, 410 a.m.,
7.55 pm. — 30th, 412 am., 7.5
p.n,

To reduee above to Standard
Time add 11 min. for Georgetown,
12 min, for Charlottetown and 16
min. for Tignish,

THE BABES IN THE WOOD,
AGAIN

I am indebted to a correspondent
who sends me a newspaper cut-

lold and famous Nursery Story.
The wicked uncle of the tale was
| one Robert de Grey who lived at
Griston Old Hall, at the little
| town of Norfolk. Poor Robert was
“framed up” in the ballad, in the
same way as Capt. Blight of the
Bounty was treated in the talkies;
and the story is that it was be-
cause he did not conform to the
prevailing ‘“religion”. The facts
were commonplace enough. Lord
Walsingham, head of the de Grey
family, lived in Marton Hall Wat-
ton, and not far from Griston Old

at 4 pm,; after a week of warn. | ’

Severe electric storm about 1 'k

Sold by leading merchants

as before. When the tap was open-
ed a syrup-like fluid ran out. Part
of the coal had turned to oil in the
presence of a catalyst—in this
case the added oll. At last the
scientist began to see his way.

Finally, Dr. Bergius mixed the
ground coal with tar. “Mechanjcal
stirres agitated the sooty paste in
hot tanks,” says the account of
this experiment; and as  before,
the hydrogen was pumped in.
When the valves were opened gas
and oil flowed out. Success at last!
But three more years were to pass
before the patient scientist got
rid of all his difficulties

afterwards he erected another, and
the two facfories now produce one
million barrels of gasoline
lubricant oil annually. The com-
bine got back their money * in a
few months.

Hall. When Lord Walsingham
died, Robert de Grey was entrust-
ed with his twe children, a boy
and a girl. Four years later the
boy (then aged eleven) paid a visit |
to his mother, who had married
again and lived at Baconsthorpe.
on the way back he died, Robert
de Grey was now entitled to all
the land beonging to his nephew,
but the boy (who had been a ward
of Queen Elizabeth) had been mar-
rledQ as an infant to one Elizabeth
Drury. On the strength of this, the
Drury family commenced a law-
suit which ended in Robert losing
much of his own rightful pro-
perty,

When the boy died whispers of
foul play were put into circula-
tion, and bit by bit the story grew.
Eefore Robert died’in 1601, the
ballad as outlineq in these Notes,
was pub'ished as a broadsheet.

The factory in County Durham
uses orude oil to mix with the
coal as a catalyst and has two
p:pe-‘ines running to the coast;
the one to receive the crude . oil
from the tanker, and the other to
deliver the gasoline for transport.

One can scarcely estimate the
value of such factories to Britain,
and it is hoped to extend both
their number and capacity.

JUST A FEW WORDS,

I have sometimes voiced an ob-

jection to the phrase - “off of,”
partly because of ils unpleasing
sound, and partly from its re-
dundancy, It is now . a sort of

dialectic usage in the country to
the South, but seems to have
persisted in literary circles in Eng-
land to the middle of the Eigh-

After the lawsuit was ended
Robert got into trouble with the
ecclesiastical authorities and was
heavly fined and often imprisoned.

A wood clos¢ to Watton is cal-
led the Wailing Wood, because,
said the legends, it used to be
haunted by the wailing spirits of
the babes; and the huge oak,
beneath which Thomas ang his
sister are said to have died, was
struck by lightning and destroyed
in 1879.

OIL FROM COAL

To make gasoline from coal! does
not-seem a feasible task, but this
is being done today. at one of the
collieries on the coast of Durham,
England; and it is reported that
another “factory” will soon be
established in South Wales, which
will revive the dying mining in-
dustry there, besides rendering
Britain  independent of foreign
oils to some extent. The method of
producing the oil, is a modifica-
tion -of that worked out by Dr.
Friedrick Bergius, a German, some
years ago. It is one thing to work
out a method, however, and quite
another thing to make it comerci-
ally practicab'e, but Dr. Bergius
did both—with thirteen years be-
tween! An admirable instance of
Teutonic perseverance.

Coal, as is well. known, is princip-
ally made up of Carbon, Hydrogen,
and Oxygen in various proportions.
Soft Coal is a compound of C. and
H. in the proportion of 16 to 1;
while oil is a hydrocarbon with
the proportions at 8 to 1. Berqius
task therefore was to find out how
to make coal accept a double load
of hydrogen and become oil,

In a nature used to seeking
“subctitues’ he did not lack back-
ers, and the members of a chemi-
cal combine furnished him with a
laboratory and money to carry out
his experiments. This was in 1911,
at Hanover and incidentally it
may bz mentioned that it cost the

combine $6,000,000 before success
crewned the work,
like awise man Dr.

Bergius first made him-
self master of the material he was
to work in; he sent for samples
of ccal from all over the world
and stud‘ed their composition,
Afterwards in his laboratory he
produced synthetic coal of various
kinds, for two years: and then he
was ready for his real task.

He first attempt was to heat
lumps of coa’ in a steel tank and

to force hydrogen into the . tank
under great pressure. The coa]
turned to coke under the heat
evolved, and didn't drink up the

hydrogen, Would grinding the coal
firet, improve the process? The
result was ready for his real

His next step was to mix the
ground coal with ofl to a kind of
fludge. Th's was heated in the
airticht steel tank for some hours
and then hydrogen was forced in

and Spring delivery,

LIME

IT BRINGS THE CLOVER”
Orders are now bein

Write for prices delivered your station

Brochiville Manufacturing Co., Ltd,

Brookville, St. John Co, M. B.

H. G. 8. ADAMS, Manager

g booked for immediate

| teenth Century. I have alluded to
its occurrence in  the works of
| Defee, and just lately T have come
[across it in the Second Part of
| Shakspeare’s” Henry, VI” Act 2,
|/Seene 1, where Simpcox says he
was crippled by “a fall off of a
tree.” An - English writer of the
present day would certainly omit
“of,” and most likely would change
the phrase tg “a fall from ga tree.”
On the other hand the practice
of leaving out “of” from  certain
phrases seems to be growing: we
read of “a couple years’ time,” “a
couple more eggs” and so on.
Couple, pair, and words of that

sart’y take “of” to connect them to

the noun they refer to. To omit

it is a slipshed way of writing.
Miany, times this past  winter,

over the air came those short vocal
efforts generally termed “Sailors’
Shanteys. Many music catalogues
adopt that spelling, - which is
obvicusly  wrong; the repetitive

sound of the music and  words
quite  naturally carries a re-
miniscence of the chanting of g
church choir, so the term 1s pro-
perly “Sailors’ Chantey.”  Such

Chanteys were sung by the crews
of the old sailing ships, to keep
the men in step at the capstan, or
in hauw'ing on ropes,

We call a she fox a vixen but
that is just a dialeet form of the
old word fixen or fyxen, which by
the way crnveys no idea of sex,
but does ¢* plurality,

T am told that the old North-
umbian dialect, familiar to my
boyhood days, is fast dyving out.
Only a few of the older folk use it
now, and the school children are
fald to speak “quite pretty!”

SCANDIA No. 6 for large fox farms.
SCANDIA No. 5 lighter than above
without hand lever for small fox
farms,
Procurable from-all-Dealers.
F. W. Lamplough & Co.

Limited
Montreal, Que.

A LARGE PGP CRO?

vigorous pups this year by feeding

ROYAL FOX FEED

Results during former seasons
shows that the use of Royal with a
good meat ration is the most posi-
tive way known for the rancher to
secure best breeding results,

Insist on Royal.
Ask your dealer today or write
direct to
mor

The St. John Klling
Company Ltd.

Saint John New Brunswick

HORSE MEMOIRS

By Mr. C. E. MacKenzie

GREAT BROOD MARES

Dex the dam of “Royal Harry,”
deserved a place in our great
brood-mare list, This mare, al-
though not Island breed, produc-
ed that noted prize winner  and
sire of carriage and roadster horses
Royal Harry, Dex was & daughter
of Hambiltonian 10, having been
imported to this province by the
late Dr. John T, Jenkins and the
result ‘of her mated to “Prince
Marry” was “Royal Harry.” Dex

son of Hambiltonian 10.

ful horse.

Dex, as her name indicates was
a sister of the noted Dexter 2.17,
fastest horse of his time in
America.

No doubt the dam of Jeff, would
be entitied to a place too but the
writer is unable to give her breed-
ing, “Lady Milton, the dam of
Neptune Lee and Dauntless, is also
worthy of a place in the rol of
honor. “Lady Milton was a daugh-
ter of “Sambo” thoroughbred said

mostly, |
minor, but still troublesome and |

erected his first factory. Not long | Lady's dam was

and | bred,)

fo have been the most cholcely
bred horse that ever came to this
Province, and at the time “Lady
Milten” was bred he was owned by
the late Moses Byrne, North River.
by a son of
“Neptune,” (imported thorough-
known as the “Hayes
Horse, the mother of Lady's dam
as well as the mother of the Hayes
Horse were both  daughters of
imported Rancavalles, thus we see
that we had four crosses of
thoroughbred. Lady Milton: had
nine colts, all but three of which
were sired by Clyde or cross-bred
horses and every colt she raised
was & real horse. Jennie Iee, by
Red Ciyde trotted miles in 2 42-
1-2 when this was considered
record time.

Neptune Lee, sired Hamlet 2.16;

Tivelight 2.22, Longfellow 2.26 1-2
and Dauntless only sired seven
colts among which was Snatcher
2.29, '
‘Gama, dam of Parkland, Park-
dale Rarkside Pr. and Ada Mack, is
another mare that has a right to
a position in this list, She was a
daughter of Hernando, her dam
being “Lill,” by A’l Right, grandam,
A daughter of Prince Edward. from
a danghter of *“Coachmans Glory”
and having a further backing of
Mcuntaineer Stag and Revenge
blood. That “Gama” added much
| to the glory of Parkside, no horse
| fan can deny, as the wonderful
performance of both Parkland and
| Parkdale as co't trotters brought
fame to this province, while many
of us still remember “Ada Mack's
splendid performances at Charlot-
tetown and e'sewhere,

“Lill” a daughter of Dean Swift,
produced Dot 2.18, Administyator’s
fastest, colt. She also was the dam
of ‘Natinus, the mother of
“Kickapoo’ 2.18. Both  these
horses were cons of Preceptor,

Among other  worthy = mares

kind, are substantives and neces-

Insure a large crop of healthy, |

might be mentioned the dams of

Stranger 2.25. saiq to have been
sired by French Lion, and Sijr.
John Dean 3225 1-2.

No deubt some of my readers
will be able to furnish their ex-
tended breeding.,

The dam of Ned Hanlan 2.25
was, I am. told, a daughter of
MacInnis Pony Ned, being a son
of “Kimble Morgan,” ga handsome
black horse imported to Prince
Edward Icland from Vermont and
a typical Morgan.

The dams of Minnie Warren, p
2.25, and  Will-o-the-Wisp, p.
2.29 1-2 both sired by Dean Swift,
should also be worthy of honor-
able mention in this list, but as
the writer has no knowledge - of
their breeding I am unable to
give this  information. Should
any reader know the particitars I
would be pleased to publish same
in a future'article.

Among other dams distinction
I would like to make mention of
the dams of Beau Prince 2.27,
Banker 2.29, Montrose and Rose-
mont, Money Maker 2.18, Hamlet,
216, a daughter of French Sporter
and whose dam of was MacInnis
Pony and Saladan breeding. = 'The
dam  of Twilight 222 was a
daughter of Harry Morgan out of a
mare sired by a Son of “The Gull”
which was one of the real trotters
of earlier days.

The dam of Orwell Belle, was
sired by Administrator Right. This
horse sired “Bye and Bye” 2.25,
Bob Mack’s 2.11  dam was a

daughter of Parkside and on his
mother's side was of Saladan
breeding.

CARTER'S
SEEDS

April is here and Sprlni is
just around the corner. It
will soon be time to start the
Hot Bed. We are all ready
with a good supply of

SEEDS

at our SEED STORE, QUEEN
STREET.

- We have a few copies of
our Sced Catalogue for dis-
tribution. Please send or
call for a copy.

Carter & Co.
Limited

SEEDSMEN

TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Silver Fox Farming

J

are abbreviating)

standard of the animals shown to

«hem for jfudging.

1. The standard of the champion-
ship prize winners w
also produced “Young Ham,” g son Particwarly in the fi
of Young Hambiltonian in twin, a | ‘hree-quarter silver classes. The

“Young champions and reserves in these

Ham" being in bred was a beauti- | Sections could hardly be improved

{ upon for color and quality, and the

adult dogs in the half silver sec-

tion were a considerable improve-

ment on anything that has been !
shown during the past few years.

upon.

portance as

tone.

color and
bring real
breeders.”

Quite a number
ranchers visjted

cited from its

increase their

on color with

stanced the fact

mitted as little

rain.”

which the

The Honorary Judges at the Brit-
ish Silver Fox Show heid in Lon-
don the latter part of December,
nave released a report (which we

2. The standard in the quarter
silver, black and slightly silver sec-
tions and in the half silver section,
epcept as mentioned above, was not
on quite such a high level. In these
sections density of silver and over-
hair could have been

3. In most of the large classes
there was very little to judge be-
tween the foxes occupying the prize
winning places, and it was usually
quality which was the deciding fac-
tor. In general, foxes which did
not take prizes lacked density of
underfur or density of guard hairs.
Foxes with good quality necks and
shoulders with strong guard hairs
were scarce, and we think breeders
should pay particular attention to
this point. Color in the classes from
half silver to black was not as ‘good
as in the more silvery sections,

4. There was much room for im-
provement in the tails of a large
percentage of the foxes exhibited.
Many tails were either thin, greyish
in color or with twisted over hairs.
Although from a trade point of
view tails are not of such high im-
formerly,
should be given to this point. Bel-
lies, too, were often sparsely or too
short furged. As a whole, however,
the foxes exhibited were good, clear,
sharp color and the prize winners
were of the much desired bluish

5, Fine color and good
have always been of great i
ance and now that the annual pro-
duction of pelts is becoming so en-
ormous it is only those of the best
quality that are likely to
remunerative prices to

of Winnipeg fox
Fromm Bros. sale
in February and came back all ex-
success. Some of
them are planning
Fromm’s by building large
wooden parts, believing that  will
improve the color of their foxes
(which are kept in open pens) and
size.

Discussing the influence of light
W. Chester 8. Mec-
Lure, he stated that it is only rea-
sonable to assume that dark sur-
roundings tend to produce clearer
and better colored pelts, He in-

sables come from th,
wooded parts of Ka:
and the best mink come from the
similarly wooded portions of Lab-
rador. “I am convinced,” said Mr.
McLure, “that foxes that are kept
for pelting purposes should be per-
light as possible
and kept free from the effects of

mchatka, Russia

Large wooded runs in this coun-
try would not be nearly as efficac-

so large they cover sixty to one
hundred acres.

Major T. B. Rogers, the well
known fox rancher, will be one of
the contingent representing this |
province at the Coronation of His
Majesty King George. VI on May
12th. The Major has made great
progress with his foxes the past
three years and has developed some
very beautiful animals,

Dr. Leo Frank reports excellent
success with his breeding operations
at Rosebank Fur Farms. He hopes
to have over 200 cross fox pups
from his matings of Alaska and
standard breds. This switch in
breeding has proved quite profit-
able to the Doctor on account of
his attractive cross pelts which
sold in New York at good averages,
and the demand for his Alaskan |
males as breeders. By the way,
some top prices were realized for
freak crosses at the Mbontrea! sale |
this Spring, over $200 being paid |
for some fancy specimens.

|
|
It seems to be the vogue to pay a f
high price for “freak” pelts. No |
doubt there are movie actresses and |
others who want something that
will startle others by being striking- |
ly different. This eiplains the high
price paid for a white nose, white-
ringed silver fox pelt and the £37
which a steel blue silver realized
in London at the January sale. It
might be, however, that the pro-
duction of these freaks on a large
scale would not be attended with
such desirable results and that in
the long run it would be better to
stick to accepted standards. How-
ever, if any of our rcaders have |
something that is different yet |
beautifu!, our advice would be to |
breed from it and endeavor to es-
tablish the strain.

Talking to many - representative
breeders within the past week I
have arrived at the conclusion that |
generally speaking, litlers are a
little laler. this season than last, In
our own ranch where we had 184
litters on the first of April last
year, this year we are dow
but we believe that the pri
will be equally as great as ]
year when the final litter arrives
on or about the 26th of May

This morning T was taking to |
Wallie McDonald, Covehead, and in
the course of discussion he said he
did not object to late pups; that
he raised a litter that was born in
mid-May last year and sold them
at highly profitable prices, and two
of the males purchased by neigh-
bors turned out to be.polygamous.

Ira Carr, whose magnificent male
was Grand Champion of the Char-
lottetown Fox Show in 1935, is
smiling these days bhecause he ex-
pects to have six litters from this
animal that he refused an offer of
$500. for from a party in Scotland.

| is beginning to stir.

| south; sap is rising in the maples

| steam at high noon. Soon

| average home surroundings,

| in plant food, to be found in the
| land, will be a lack of phosphate.

! Ga'lia_d‘ian Garden Service 1937

BY GORDON LINDSAY ‘' ©M17H

Once more the season approaches .
when every normal person begins to
yearn for spring and summer.
Winter sports, even for the young,
pall as snow gives place to rlush.
and slush to mud. But beneath
that slush and mud or it may yet
be frozen snow, nature once more

Birds are returning from the

and on the - southern clops of the
hill the earth is commencing to
it will
be time to sharpen spade and fork
and get out in the garden, either in
the bran dnew one that is going
to be developed this season, or to
make constant improvements in one
that may have been in the family |
for generations. Active operations
may not be possible yet for weeks
in some part; of Canada, but in the
meantime plans can be laid, seeds
and other stocks ordered, and early
plants started in sunny window or
hot bed.

Garden Plans

For the permanent sort of
gardening, that is the kind using
perennial flower:, shrubs, trees, |
grass and other things that grow |
for years, some pre]iminary plann-
ing is ab:olutely essential. True,
most Canadian garden authorities
advocate informal planting for the
but
even in simple informality some
previous notion of the final results
is desirable. Othewise there are
going to be tiny shrubs hidden by
large ones, grass is going to be too
shaded in one quarter and delicate |

flowers burnt-up in another, Even | i
in  the vegetable patch, it is a | i

splendid idea, so the horticulturist: |
state, to plot the whole patch
roughly to scale, and then lay out

 HUSBADRY

THE MAINTAINING OF SOIL
FERTILITY

“In most sections of our farm-
ing districts the first deficiency

We frequently grow legumes, by
which nitrogen is restored, - and
potash is not so quickly exhaust-
ed, so the rule is that our first |
depletion will be that of phos-
phate, |

An efficient farmer will pre-
bare a good seed bed before he
plants his seed. He will alto sow |
nothing but the best seed that !
can be had, knowing, as he does,
that good crops do not grow from |
inferior seed. His ultimate yield |
will then depend upon the fertil- |
ity of his soil, excepting, of

Mjyron McArthur was a visitor to
Charlottetown yesterday and re-
ports all well in his own and his
father's ranch at Kensington. W.B.
expects to have a big turn out and
with the great record he has made
in the show ring he has reason to
look forward to happy days this
fall. The McArthurs are ardent
horsemen and divide their love of
animals between these two dissim-
ilar types.

The Charlottetown Fox Club with
President Arthur Roper in com-
mand, is seeking to boost member-
ship and will welcome any of the
fraternity to the fold. An evening

lous as they are in Wisconsin, for
the reason that cold
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan
quite early—usually the latter part
of September or first week in Oc-
tober and they do not have the
rainv falls which we are subject
to. Fromm Bros.’ runs are located
among very large
lower branches
been removed. and the ground be-
tween the trees c'eared up. A visi-
tor who saw one of them told the
writer that they are as dark as
pitch and that some of them are

those earlier times.

mares being largely

bred breeding,

to the horse
delivery trade.

history of

As my readers will notice
large number of dams mentioned
only produced one fast colt. This
fact I feel does not give these
mares the credit they shoulq have
had if there had been a larger
number of better sires available in

Another reason why our earlier
breeders did not breed more trot-
ting stock, was the fact that their

turned horses when crossed with
draft sires and as the market in
the eartier history of horse breed-
ing demanded just such horses as
this oross produced they catered
car -and

No doubt the indulgent readers
of Horse Memoirs will find errors
and ommisions in these
nevertheless I trust this imperfect
our earlier

spent listening to discussions.there,
which follow papers or talks by
well known authorities, is an eve-
ning we’l spent. Meetings are held
every second Thursday.

Reports from Summerside are
that George Callbeck will have a
great turn out from his hundred
females. Litters looked at are said
to average six. The writer hopes
that this figure will carry on to
the finals. George will certainly be
‘tickled when he arrives back from
the Old Country to find such a
pleasant surprise awaiting him,

It looks definitely as though the |
threat of war for this year at lcast, |
is over. You will remember that I |
mentioned in these columns a few |
weeks ago that the Russians have
a better pursuit plane than the
Germans. This was demonstrated
in Spain, where a commission of
Germans have been thoroughly
studying the war there with a view
to gauging the effect of the new
weapons, A conclusion was reached
by eome that the Russian pursuit
planes were definitely superior to
the Cermans. Others ascribed it to
the superiority of the Russicn avi-
ators, The commitice is further o”
tiie opinion that .the Italian as a
soldier in a modern war is not the
best of martial material!

After all when you come to think
of it, little could be expected of the
Italians in that capacity because
if we trace the course of history
you will find that as a people they
have not been called upon to take

while

authentic data, the writer
be pleased’ to recelve all available
he'p in this work, !
I have just recently
the summaries
races run off on one of our rural ?
race courses, which I trust to be
able to put in shape in the near
future and I would be pleased to
receive any additional
any or all of our race tracks, that

were

days of horses racing from
earlier ninetys, on,

Your readers will notice that in
the brood-mare list I have confin-
ed myself to Island bred
with the exception of Dex, and in
a future artic'e T plan on making
mention to dams that have
duced trotters, born in this pro-
vince which will no doubt be in-
teresting especially to those breed-
ers who were progressive
to import well bred mares to this

it is difficult to procure

would

procured
of a number of

di——

(Continved on page 15)

activities may be of interest and ' part in any bitterly fought wars,

| Napoleon = made his
through Europe by his exploits in
Italy when he took a French force

ring

course, exceptional weather con-
ditions. If the soil is rich in
available plant food, the crops
will be an abundant one; if the |
land is deficient in the elements |
that promote growth, poor results
may follow. |

The question then becomes the |
very pertinent one of why a far-
mer will expend all the labor

necessary to produce a good crop | ,’°

if his soil is not rich enough to
give him a good yield. If the
soil is rich, the same labor will
produce a crop worth a good deal
more money. The answer, then,
is that we must see to it that the
land is enriched to yield a heavy
crop. |

We must first find out what the
soil lacks, that we can supply
that need. Increased yields mean
increased profits. We cannot af-
ford to be tilling impoverished
soil where the returns will no.
sufficiently compensate for the
labor expended.

People frequently speak of a
farm as being “run down”, The
same expression is often used
with reference to a person in pcor
health. The expression is a
significant one, meaning, as it does
exhausted vitality., When persons |
are in this physical condition, ‘
they must make an effort to buiid |
up their health again, to restore
their vitality, so they will be able
to perform their regular duties
No one can do a full virgorous
day’s work when in a run-down
condition. 1

Soil in a run-down condition
cannot meet the demands of a |
full crop. It lacks the vitality to !
sustain the growth necessary to a
heavy .yield of grain. Crop re- !
turns depend upon moisture, sun- |
shine and plant food in the land.
Without the plant food, however, |
the moisture and sunshine are
helpless. Growing crovs
greatly aided by careful prepura-
tion of the seed bed, and later
cultivation when necessary. but
no full yield can be secured un-
less the soil contains sufficient
quantities of available plant food
to promote rapid growth, early |
maturity and full heads of grain

It is, therefore, essential that
we keep our soil up to a high
state of production. In every agri-
cultural country in the world
where uniformly heavy vyields ot
grain are harvested, we find com-
mercial fertilizers are freely used.
The British farmer has been con-
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