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CNAUGHTON PREDICTS ACTION FOR CANUCKS

ritish Air Raid On

At Alexandria,

By JAMES F. KING
unciavion r'ress  Statf Writer)

NDON, Dec, 17—(AP)—Bri-
mval observers declared to-
wat formidanie French naval
at Dakar probably oould be
in fighting trim in & compar-
4 suort tume ‘but that the im-
French warships at Al-
ia cowd not be ready to jomn
fight against the Axis for sev-
months at the earliest.
observers were chary of of-
comment on Admiral Jean
5 declaration today that
Dakar, Al-
African ports

h war vessels at

ja and North

join the British and United

s fleets on the high seas. But
French headquarters h;x;te

the pact under which the
§-on battleship Lorraine, four
n and at least one submarine
ing demilitarized in  Alex-
ia, ‘They said the agreement
be scrapped at once by the
consent of the French and
Government.

Change Of Attitude,

er, the fighting French, who
consistently protested the
et o sald they
in Norf rica, sal ey
med Darlan’s statement that
more the Fremch forces were
ht - together the better it
be for everyone.
is was the first hint of & pos-
ange of attitude by the
ting French which might pos-
lad to an arrangement un-
ﬂal} Frenoh factions egaing
S..

jniral Parlan answered quest=
o the French fleet and other
bms alfecting the French in an
ive statement today to Wes
sher, Associated Press Cor-
pondent at Allled headquarters

rench Ships At Dakar
In Good Fighting Shape

uld take several months to outfit ships

Mussolini Victim
Of Stomach Cancer
In Advanced Stage

LONDON, Nov. 17 —(CP)—
Mussolini has cancer of the
it h in an d stage,
an unofficial but usually re-
liable London source with good

th on the tinent

said today.

The diagnosis was said to
have been made by Hitler's
specialists, who went to Italy

ter presistent rumors that
Mussolini was ill.

The informant said Il Duce’s
stomach ailment started four

Swiss Radio |
Goes Off Air
Suddenly

tries.
LONDON, Dec. 17— (OP) — Thy
Swiss

at 9:50 o'clock at the time
usual news bulletin.

tish planes are en route for raids

on Northern Italy.
Almost 8t the same time as the
Swiss radio shut-down, the Berlin
German trans-

purporting to report the arrival of
German anti-aircraft artillery in

ti-aircraft guns to but
only feeble resistance en-
countered from ground fire since

en.
The dispatch told of official visits
h d by the

TRURO. N.S. Dec. 17—(CP)—
An undetermined number of guests
were forced to flee, some in their
night clothes, when fire broke out
tonight in the Stanley House, one
{ Truro's two largest hotels. Be-
lieved to have orl&mnwd in a 8ec-
ond-floor closet, the flames spread
rapidly. The three-story wooden

_—— mand and I“asclgt:e rr:na&n 'rurh;
Truro Hotel Badly Sliy Oificials, e %
Damaged By Fire lorhe indicated T ¢ serial act-

) ivity elsewhere. British Mosquito

bombers attacked rallway targets in
German-occupled low countries
during the afternoon, scoring bursts
on engine sheds and freight yards,
the air ministry announced No

structure was extenstvcw.ﬂdamqﬁd
by smoke and water before the fire
was br t under control,

A number of the guests were
aroused by the hotel fire alarm
system and one man said he “just
managed to run down stairs ahead
of a wall of flame.” No one was
belleved to have been injured. At
least 12 of the guests were glven

tions at another hotel.

Continued on page 9, Col 4)

Grows

(]

roner Says
ntry Too Young

NDON, Dec. 17—(CP OABLE)
Coroner at an inguest in the
ihof a Britioh army Major shct
Pe Willlam o§nv£e, 16--year-
Canadian soldier on sentry
, declared the Canedian “was
tlogether to blame” but was
too young to be s sentry.
e, Ogilvie, of the Black Watch,
iid he challenged three times
ff car In which Maj. J. R.
ham of Lightwater, BSurrey,
}:‘pbaasenger. then fired from

¢ verdict was that Wareham
of gunshot Wounds.”
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""Talkies—Souris Monday,
12-17-21.

“Talkies—Montague Saturda;
Ta-T1-21,

Behool O t,
by, December 21st. 12-14-18

"Rice Poin 1
sber mt 8ohoo

o reh finld

Concert
12-18-11.

Party in Kelly's Oross
ight, 12-18-11

"Reserve Dec. 21st for Christ-
concert in Lot 66 Hall.
12-7-12-18

"Wildey No. 27, LO.OF.
ls tonight, %omlmm'm of of-

""Card
ton

1 12-18-11 | tod:

"Freelown School Qoncert, Birch
e Hall, Monday, December i
12-18-31-21.

“Chrismas ~ Conoert, Hartaville
gmturdly, December 19. If not
onday, | 12-14-18-19

*'Chrls'masCong
cert in Vernon
 Hall, Tuesday, December 22.
12-14-18

“Farmers  wish!
s advise Mccultm nm;‘ Bo.y!lnep
\ 12-16 to 30

Ol“]ennm.n—-—-—
School  Concert
%d to Monday, December 31st,
T 1241811,
”U”]L‘adh -

car Western No. 1

Oots,  Dillon & Spillett.
12-18-10-31,

s g
We are buying live and .dress
tlg!pckens and fowl daily, pay-
4 market value. We also re-

o ‘witte Toc "prices. Jsjand
rices. Islan
Storage, 12-16-t4

2

llied Air Drive

In Tunisia

ALLIED HBADQUARTERS IN
NORTH AFRICA, Dec, 11—(AP)—
United States bomcers ard figat-
ers spearheading the growing Aujed
aerial offensive in Tundisia scraad
flame and destruction today inthe
Axis-held ports of Tunis and Bi-
zerte, sinking one ship and shoob-
ing down five eremy plan:s acd
damaging three others, offictal
dispatches said late tonight.

Maj.-Gen. James H. Doolittle's
19th Alr Force put aloft one of its
strongest forces yet employed in
North Africa, and Axis effcrts to
block the Armada failed. Only one
United States fighter plane was
damaged in the operations which
extended from Bizerte on the north
Tunisian coast to Gabes in the

southeast,
Bizerte, Tunis, Gabes, and other
Axis strongholds in Tunisla were

attacked by a big force of Flying

Fortresses,

These assaults followed raids on
Tun's and Bizerte made Suaday,
Monday and Tuesday, and an-
nounced earlier today in an Allied
Headquarters communique.

AR S Y SO By A

Soviets Make
Fresh Gains

W, Dc. 18 — (Friday) —

(AP) — The Red killed 1,238
Germans and knocked out 12 tanks
'I‘hmndr:d'wln sharp fighting along
nikovski, 80 miles west of Stal-
gains on the

central fro consolidated its

nt and

m«: de?olmlde the Don River

".tho viets announced early
The heaviest fighting was report-
ed southwest of Stal where
the Russians
they broken a stubborn Ger-
man ence TNeAr ovaki
.mnwo-auymmmw
azi banks were d i

OIRFNCESTER,
Field Marshal Tord
commandei the Anzacs at
Gallipol, worked six hours dally

during the summer and autumn n
Gloucestershire harvest flelds.

ing damage to buildings &
fously injuring orie woman.

Starvation
Faces Japs

A U. 8 ARMY BASB IN THE
ANDREANOFF ISLANDS, Dec. 10
—(Delayed) — (AP) — Possible star-
vation and almost certain sciivus
ort because of lack of va-
rious essentials appear now % be
facing Japamese occupants of Kiska
Island in the Aleutians.

Air force and navy activities are
pelieved to have prevented enemy
supplies from reaching the
outpost in any appreciable quant-
ities since Sepb. 1.

The last ship was sighted Oct. 9.
No new planes have reached the
jed Island since

attempts — one by air and one by

surface ships — have pecn made %0

provide aerial reinforcement.
e —

P.E.l. To Help
Premier Promises

U

OTTAWA, Dee. 11 — OP) —
prime Minister Mackenzie King_to-
day received a message from Pre-

Campbe!

ward Island assuring him of that
Province's co-operation in efforts to
reduce e consumption al-
coholic liquor in wartime.
In a telegram CcO! atulating Mr.
King on his 68th irthday, Pre-
mier Campbell said:
“In response to your 8l for
co-operation of the vinces
in the wartime reduoction of the use
of alcoholic liquor, the Government
of Prince Edward Island assures
you that vlvgh will
every poss :
wmzvement ‘of that objective
The_telegram was sign: Y Pre;

oouncil.
PRSI

May Suspend
“p'" Gas Cards
In Eastern U.S.

WASHI

ipismat o Hapenson
re WO

night of line nt&\m
cards on

Newsmen had been
O.W.I, sevel
was generally un
midnight the
holders of “A”
ern

In -Atlanta,
statement.

to the future,

bvious that the
had been decided upon but
was abandoned for
Speculation turned

such a suspension would be
ered some time tOmOIrTOW.

MosquitoE;\bers At-
tack Railway Tar-
- gets In Low Coun- | sz

0
radio went off the air tonight
of the

This usually indicates that Bri-

0
%S Bdward Tand’s  Executive

Likely

Itzﬂl“ly Believed

War Situation Last Night

(By William T. Peacock, Associated Press War Analyst)

That the war is in “sort of a lull” except for the submarine menace
may serve-to remind that the most important present phase of the
campaign in Africa is the battle of supplies.

By all signs, the Allies are winning it despite the long, submarine-
infested sea lanes and the muddy highways over which weapons must
move fr:ll‘n I_!nlt.ed States ports to the British and American forces be-

e T pr tory.

. . M . . . L

Indeed, there are indications that the Axis, on iis rt, 1s havin,
conlid.e‘l:lbla difficulty, due to Allied sea and air nttwckz.l in lllpplyln:

to the relatively small forces it has in Tunisla.

London reports tell of complaints by captured Axis fighters that
they had not enough gasoline or ammunition and suggest that the
German and Italian planes based in Sicily are not more active because
tuel is lacking.

From London comes also a report that the Germans, impatient with
delays in movement of supplies intended for their Tunisian troops, have
assumed control over all Italian railroads and ports,

. . L] LJ L ] LJ N

Satisfaction over this Immediate situation and the punishment the
British 8th Army is meting out to Rommel's fleeing remnants must be
tempered, however, by the reflection that the battle of supply is just
beginning.

As men and weapons move in larger volume from this country to
Africa, the strain on the British and American mavies, which must pro-
tect them, will become increasingly greater.

It may be recalled that Prime Minister Churchill cautioned the
British people amid the jubilation over the entry of American troops
in Africa that the U-boat menace likely would become worse before it
got better.

New Potato
Ceiling Changes
Are Opportune

Growers Warned Not
To Be “Too Optim-
istic’ By Mr. J. W.
Boulter.

It is opportune that the celling
order for potatoes passed November
12 should be amended at & time
when the movement of potatoes is
at the lowest volume that will be
reached during the entire shipping
season, sa‘d Mr. Boulter,
manager of the P E.1. Potato
Growrs' Association, in commenting
on the new schedules announced b;
the Wartime Prices and Trade
Board.

The sresent order is to he com-
mended, Mr. Boulter said, inasmuch
as It makes definite the maximum
price which a retailer shall pay
the wholesaler. Formerly there was
some doubt about the maximum
price that could be obtained. With
a fixed maximum at some central
point the vrice to other points will
be this plus or minus the difference
in freight charges per sack.

Growers should not be too optim-

Mr. Churchill doubtless considered the advantages to U-boat oper-
ations arising from the necessity for Allied transports and supply ships
to enter in large numbers the limited waters about the West African,
Gibraltar and Mediterranean ports. Instead of ranging the seas in
search of game, the Axis submarines now can concentrate in a small
are:

a,

Furthermore, that area is close to operating bases. Little time is lost
when a U-boat returns to its base for torpedoes and fresh stores. The
mlmbe; of days it can aciually in attacks on shipping is In-
creased,

* L] L] . L L]

Winter, too, is an aid ‘to the U-M The rough water at that time
of year makes it difficult for a ship’s lookout or an airplane orew to
spot a submarine which is near the surface

The full fury of the ine ign inst the supply lines
to Africa probably is yet to come. The German U-boat fleet llkﬁly was
scattered over the North and South Atlantic when the surprise Amer-
jcan landings in Africa were made. Some may have required two or
three weeks to return to their bases and additional time for refitting.
Soon they will go to sea again. A T

‘ream Of Rommel’s
Army Said Trapped

CAIRO, Dec. 1T — (AP) — The
British 8th Ammy, throwing a
strong force across the line of Field
Marshal Rommel's retreat, has cut
his fleeing columns in two and
threatens to Infict another major
disaster upon them,

A swift and powerful thrust
which reached the Wadi (gully)
Matratin about 65 miles west of the!
abandoned Axis positions at Fl|
Aghella, and about 335 miles from |
Tripoll, then swung into the inter-
for and isolated large German
armored, infantry and artillery
units under a punishing fire.

“Fnmemy troons east of this avea
(the scene of the cut in Rommel's
line) include armored formations
which, In attempting to break out
have already suffered heavy cas-

Report Nazis
Control Italian
Ports, Railroads

LONDON, Dec, 17—(CP)—An
unofiicial but usually reliable
source with continental con-
nections said today the Ger-
mans have assumed full control
of alt Italian railreads and ports
without consulting the Italans.
The step was decided upon at
a meeting of German officers
called by Marshal Goering in
Rome last week-end and put
into immediate effect, said this
intormant.

He said the measure reflected ualtles and continue to be severely
Nazi irritation and impatience T:r;i;;g{c edghe British communique

over the failure of the Italians
to keep thei transportation
facilities functioning to rein-
force and supply the Axis’ hard-
pressed African armies.

Gorre;twi’—o_t;to

Price Figures

OTTAWA, Dec. 17 —(CP)— The
maximum delivered wholesale price
for Canada No. 1 potatoes in Mont-

‘“F'ghting continues.”

It thus appeared that a consid-
erable proportion of Rommel’s re-
treating force. which thiad been esti-
mated at 50,000 to 60,000 men, was
in the gravest peril.

(In London a British military
observer commented: “It looks as
though a good part of the African
Corps—the cream of Rommel's
army—Iis tranped.”

(It is sald ‘n London that In
cutting Romme”’s line Gen. Sir
Bernard Montgomery's forces had
reached the coast from the south-
east and then gwung southward to
close the trap.)

istlc that $1.70 Montreal indicates
any higher celling than before, a8
from this price must be taken the
wholesaleg’s charges for delivery
and his overhead, Mr. Boulter cau-
tioned. But this should leave the
relling slightly higher than it was.
The former cefling had not actually
been reached when the order was
amended.

Additional charges for heating
cars in.transit since the N

L. McNaughton indicated today the
initely think there is the glint of a
strength on this third anniversary

are going

A score of Canadian, British and
American war correspondents talk-
ed to Gen. McNaughton for an
hour in his office at Army head-
quarters. He answered a dozen
questions related to the present
lack of action for the Canadian
Army, the North African campalign,
war production, invasion of Britain,
reinforcements, Dieppe and gener-
al army policy and strategy.

The Canadian army has not seen
much action “due to chance circum-
stances of the war as they develop-
ed”, the Commander said.

Many Plans

“In the war against Germany
many plans are prepared. North
Africa was one of them. The ones
We. were studying just didn't ep-
pen to be North Africa.

(Continued on pam—sf—cgl‘ﬁ‘

12 orde+ was issued reduces the re-
turns the grower was recelving up
t1'l November 10.

The allowance for waste and
shrinkage is fa'r and wisely grad-
uated and is not likelv to result
in holding potatoes off the market,
Mr. Boulter believed.

“p fancv grade to my knowledge
s not packed in this Province,” he
added. “and the considerable spread
mav leave an open door for some
abuse at destination points, parti-
cularv when a buver recelves a
rar of potatnes running larger than
the average.”

U.S. Price
Administrator
Quits Post

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 —
(AP)— President Roosevelt ac-
cepted late today the resignat-
jon of Price Administrator
Leon Henderson without
revealing who would succeed
him, :

Saying he nccepted it with
“great reluctance,” Mr. Roose-
velt said the resignation would
be cffective “upon the appoint-
ment and qualification of your

' successor.”

Reports have been current
that the position would go to
Senator Prentiss Brown (Dem.-
Mich.), who was defeated for
re-election in the November
congressional elections.

Henderson submitted his re-
signation on grounds of “a re-
curient physical difficulty and
a rather bad impairment of my
eyesight” and said his physic-
fans had advised a long rest.

Soldiers To

real is $1.70 for a 75-pound

with Canada fancy grade at $2, the
Price Board sald today, gorrecting
one of its press releases issued last

Chile Likely To
Break With Axis

—
NGTON, Dec. 11— (AP)—
n for the Office of War
ight  that

wA»

eastern United States
summoned to
ral hours earlier and it
derstood that &t
sale of gasoline %o
poard mgumrd' B 0 ot

sen are:
be forbidden until urtherq notice.
ta, an official source

rvo newsmen much the same in-
ormation but later withdrew his

here declined shortly
ght to make any pre=

step
later
he time belng
upon whether &

ght.
The Montreal ﬁ:lcea are used as
a basig in the ritime Provinces,
c and Ontario east of and
including Fort Wiillam and Arm-
strong. Price adjustments for other
ints in the area will reflect
igher or lower freight rates com-
gnred with those from Charlotte-
to Montreal.
The Board said its press release
last night on maximum _potato
rices stated in error
ntreal price for %anada fancy
grade was $1.70 a T5-pound bag,
with No. 1 grade at $1.40.

BUENOS AIRES, Dec. 17 —(CP)
—A forelgn office source sald
night the Argentine government
had received information indicat-
ing that Chile was “extremely
likely” to break relatlons with the
Axls In the near future.

The source may not be Ident-
ified by name,.

A Chilean break would leave
Argentina the only natlon in the
western hemisphere maintaining
relations with Germany, Italy and
Japan.

LOsSOM

FLOUR
EXCELS IN THE KITCHEN

Get Badge

HALIFAX, Dec. 17—(CP)—>Sold-
fers in Canada’s Army qualifying
for the newly-anmounced piofi-
ciemcy pay of $1.50 a day instead
of the ocustomary $1.30 will also
win a special badge, Defence Min-
ister Ralston told & press confer-

ence here ay,
The insignia will be ocalled the
Mars Badge and will be & red cir-

badge will be
forearm of
arrow pointing
der,

1" All men, the minister said, whe-
ther on duty

the tundic, with
towards the shoul-

Asked where he had gotten the
Ralston  sald to look
book on astrology—the | yare
godiac sign of Mars is a c'rele in- y

design, Col.
up a good

tersected by an arrow,

PRAISE FOR CANADA
GLASGOW

Co-onerative
home from a tour of North

most, incredible” and sald
Canadlan kinsfolk are

this war aj]l the way.”

Canucks Observe
3rd Anniversary
In-British Isles

By ROSS MUNRO

Canadian Press War Correspondent

SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND,
Dec. 17 —(CP Cable) — Canada’s
overseas army today marked the
third enniversary of the landing of
its first contingent with the most
lmgreulvu demonstration of its
fighting strength yet staged in the
British Isles.

In a great parade that took 3
1-2 hours to roll past, the army ex-
hibited for a distinguished gather-
ing its vehicles, tanks, guns and
troops. It was a striking example
of the development of the overseas
army which has grown in three
years from one division to & potent
formation of five divisions.

Visitors who watched oolumn
after column of the modern army
rumble past included Russian

Ambassador Ivan Maisky, Domin-
fon Secretary Sir James Grigg,
Maj.-Gen. Russell Hartie, Com-

mander of the American expedit-
jonary force in Britain, Rt. Hon.
Vincent Massey, Canadian High
Commissioner to the United King-
dom, the Maharaja of Nawanaga
and Lt-Gen. E K, Smart of the
Australian army.
Lt.-Gen. A G L. McNaughton,
commander of the Canadian over-
seas Army, was there with Lt.-Gen.
H.D.G. Crerar, commander of a
Canadian Corps, and with division-
al commanders and senior officers
from practically every formation.

Russian Furs On

in Canada or in Bri-
tain, will have equal right to he | igrge fur business to New York.
Last year Hudson Bay Company,
whose furs formerly had been dis-
posed of at London, sent its stocks

— (CP) — Neil 8
Beaton, president of the Scottish
Wholesale Society just
Am-
erica, says Canada's war effort has
to be “seen to be believed” H
found industrial development “al-
‘our
with us in|mons today. He

New York Auction

NEW YORK, Dec. 17 —(AP)—
For the first time in more than 12
years, Russian furs will be auction-
ed in New York.

Announcement was made that
Amtorg Trading Corp, Russian
government agency, hag competed
arrangements with Lampson, Fru-i
er and Huth for the disposal of |
Russian Sables, Persian lambs,
squirrels, white and Red Fox skins
beginning Jan. 11.

Some years ago the TLampson
firm’'s London offices handled an
amount of Russian furs but in re-
cent years the skins have been dis-
posed of at annual auctions at
leningrad and  through private
sales,

The change, attributed to war
conditions, was the second shift of

Hess Not One Of
Prisoners Shackled

German prisoners
recent retaliatory
jers, Arthur Henderson,
secretary, told the

a question.

OO "N, Nast who, has
b, 2 ess, No, 3 Nazi who has DAY)
been @ prisoner of war in Brita'n (EXCEPT SUNDA

since May, 1941, was not one of the
shackled in the
bindingyof sold-
war under=
House of Com-
was replying to

Commander

Says Many
Pla_r_t_s Ready

Newsmen Ask Canadian Army Head

Questions Following Demonstrationy

(By Ross Munro, Canadian Press
SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND, Dec. 17—(CP Cable)—Lt.-Gen. A. G

War Correspondent)

Canadian Army may sec action bes

fore long and, discussing- the general progress of the war, said: “I deds

dawn on the horizon.”

In an interview following a demonstration of the Canadian Army’s

of the landing of the first contin-

gent in Britain, the army commander was asked: “Do you think youw
to get your chance soon.”
«f don’t think it is likely to be long delayed,” he replied.

Silver Fox
Prices Advance
At Mt_)_n_trea!

Great interest has heen manifest
throughout the Province in t

Canadian Fur Auction OCompany

sale of silver foxes which  to

place yesterday at Montreal. The
market had been weak all fail but
a slight strengthaning had takex
place recently in New York. It was
felt here that yesterday's sala
would give s line on the trend of
Prince Edward Island’s popular exs
port, silver fox. It will be remems
bered that in September last the
canadian fur auctlon was a distinct
disappointment with the average
price_ of the offering $18.39. 1B
will therefore bs news of the mos§
gratifying kind to thousands of
fox ranchers hers to that
the markets, both in Montreal end
New York are strong as will be
noted by the telegram whioh foi-

lows:

“Col. D.A. Maoiinnon, Ohesr-
lottetown.

“Canadian Fur Auction Comps
offered 11,843 silver fox pelts
day. There was & good attendance
and spirited bidding. 68 per cend
were sold at an average of $22.
compared to an average of $23
for the same sale one year 8#go.

“Selected one-half to t.h:ee-quanq
or silvers advanced four per cent;
regular wne-half to three-quarber
silvers declined four per cent; sel=
ected fulls advanced nine per centy
regular fulls declined five per cent.
Inferior types declined 10 per cenbdy
low grades advanced 20 per cent.

(The above comparisons are wit
the December, 1941 auction.)

“Nice quality skins were In strong
demapd with large numbers selling.
Over 50 palr white marked silvers
averaged $84 a pair,

~“In the ocoliection there Were
6,600 inferiors and low grades.

“Reports from New York stade
this week’s auction there strong
with prices sama as January and,
February of this year. “George A
Callbeck, manager Osnadlan Nar
tional Fox Breeders Assosiatiom,
fur marketing departoaent.”

1HE \NNENTOR OF

1E RAD\Q \S }
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High tide this morning at 8.
and tonight at 8.42.

Sun sets this afternoon at 5.26
and rises tomorrow morning at 838,
Ful] moon, Dec. 22, 11.03 a.m.
Summerside tide 18 minutes 1atew

than Charlottetown.
CAR FERRY SERVICE
DAILY EXCEPT SUNUAY
From Borden—Leave 9.05 am.
1140 a.m. 200 p.an, 430 p.m. 7.00

pm.

Leave Cape Tormentine — 1030
am, 1.15 pm. 3.05 pan, 5.45 pm.
8.15 p.m.

NDAY SERVICE
(MnysgJ to D'nein" gml:'-:;e:'
Borden 9.00 a.m. 5. .|

m;: Tormentine 10.15 a.m. 8.

pm.

DAILY SERVICE 4

AIR

Charlottetown- Summerside=-
Moncton

Leave Charlottetown 830 a. My

12,30 p. m,, 430 p. m.
Arrive Charlottetown 1 o.M

5.45 p. m,, 7.05 p. m.
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