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'Terrilic Otfen

OW AN INFERNO

sive Launched by Aus-
trians pul They are Held Back
by Italians who have Dislodged

i Them from Positions.

(spdclll to the Guardian.)

ROME, May 22.—Austrian artillery
of all_sizes and ranges with monster

+ 300 millimetre guns predominating has

tranferred the battle front between
Adigeand and Brents rivers into an in-
ferno. = Notwithstanding snow capped’
mountain barriers Austrian infantry
i beéing launched in waves which mi-
litary observers say will break against
the formidable front of the Italians.
Italian troops have now formed their
lines of defence and are holding firm-

A A N NG b i e

BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S AC

CONDEMNED BY LONDON DAILY TIMES

ly all the passes and peaks from whic!
the Italian officers say the forwar
movement of  Austrians has not onl
been arrested but that the Austrian

have beén dislodged from several stra-
tegic positions taken in the first rush

of the offensive.

The Austrians for their offensive ac-
cording to Rome advices, have been
heavily reinforced in men and guns.
Since the beginning of the offensive,

Vienna asserts, over 24,000 men hav

been made prisoners, and 172 cannon
have been captured by the Austrians.

T1ON STRONGLY

LONDON, May 22—The action of; dustries are without dyes with which
Great Britain in consenting to relax ' competing industries of another nation
her blockade order and permit the safe are about to be supplied. British text-
passage of fifteen thousand tons of . iles must go without, but American
dyestuffs from Germany to the United ! textiles are to be supplied by the cour-
in a tesy of the British navy. Germany
lengthy editorial in the Morning Post thus accomplishes two ends:—She pre-
today, because such action “gives an vents the American-dye industry from

advantage to manufacturers of central ' establishing itself and she strikes a
English textile

States, is strongly condemned

powers over our own manufacturers.”
“Thanks to our laisses-faire policy,”
the Morntg Post continues, “our in-

heavy blow at the

trade.”
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s PARIS, May 22.—The battle of Ver-

dun, the longest and most bitterly
contested individual struggle of the
war, enters on its fourth month to-day
The Germans, with characteristic
stubborness and patience, are ham-
mering at Dead Man’s Hill where the
most furious and bloody fighting of
of three months conflict has taken
place. Clinging desperately to the
trenches that they have wrested from
the French on the lower slopes of the
hillthe Teutons have hurled 60,000
men, backed by sixty batteries of guns
of all calibres, forward along a seven
mile front from Avocourt Wood to the
Meuse, in a desperate effort to seize
the coveted summit.

As has been usual in this war, when
either side launches a well prepared
and strongly delivered offensive, the
attacking forces have won initial ad-
vantages. The Germans have succeed-
ed in gaining a footing in the French
first line at a cost of severe losses

(]

However  judging from = the Ex-
perience of the past, it
will not be a difficult task

for the French to dislodge them before
they are able to follow up their ad-
vantage. Both sides will then return
to their former positions to await an-
other offensive.

That the Germans must continue
their tremendous onslaught on Dead

Pdpé_’s Appeal
! May Succeed

!

ROME, May 22—From a diplomatic
source it is learned that the Pope's ap-
peal to the Kaiser to discontinue sub-
marine attacks on unarmed ships is
likely to he succz:sful if the Allies
apsee to us2 submarines exclustyvely
in regular naval warfare. Vatican
circles are optimistic as the Austrian
Empire is said to be seconding the
Pope's efforts to overcome the Kal-
ger’s opposition. The latter insisted
that the Allies lift blockade but now
it is reported they are less exacting.

LONDON, May 22—The Dalily Mail's
Athens - correspondent computes the
total Turkish forces at 860,000.

SONDENSED ADS.
TOO LATE FOR
OLASSIFICATION

ONE CENT per word each inser-
tion for advertising . in &hls column.
Cash must accompany orders. Mini-
um charges twenty-five cents,
GIRL WANTED AT 99 FITZROYmng.

WANTED—MAID FOR GENERAL
horaework in small family. Apply
b

King St. 9897-5-23-M3i.
W%NTED GIRL FOR GENERAL

a large attendance.
enlisted, namely, Clarence McKenzie
William McDonald and
senault,

At Kensington the speakers were
Rev. Dr. Bennett, Mr, F'. J. Nash, Mr.
J. A. Messervey and Dr. Gillis who
Soloists, Miss Lowe, Miss
Stewart, Miss McNally, Accompanist,
Miss Earle.
| Hooper.
‘more, enlisted.

At Long River the speakers were
Rev. L.
Prowse, Major Leigh, Musicians, Miss
K. Stanley, pianist, Miss Peal Hunter
and Gr. Proctor, soloists. No recruits.
At French River the speakers were
Rev. Mr. Fulton, Rev. Mr. Irvine, Lt.
A. E. B. Murphy; Musicians, Prof.

companist Miss
crufits.

Recruiting Meetiugs
- Held Last Night

Five recruiting meetings were held
At Malpeque,
speakers, Rev. G. C. Taylor, and Rev.
Musical programme
solos by Miss Katie Murchison, Miss

last night as follows:
John Murchison.

Sutherland, Gunner Messervey, accom
panist, Miss Mamie Ross.

Ar

presided.
Reading by Mrs. Parker

Mr. Littlejohns, Lieut G.

Hinton, Miss H. Smith, Miss M. Smith

No recruits.

At Freetown the speakers were Ca:

non Simpson, Mr. Alex McDonld, Lt.
Col. Peake, Musicians Gr. Doyle, Miss

Large Gr. Bryne, Gr. Dingwell, Ac
McEwen. No re

At Bedeque the speakers were Rev.
Dr. Fullerton, Rev. Mr. Calder, Gr
S. Bonnell, Musiclans, Sergt. Bruce

housework. Apply Guardian Office. | Mr. L. Mclnnis, Miss Campbell. No
1 8276-4-16Mtt. | recruits.
WANTED—AT ONCE, MAID FOR
general housework. Apply Dunn
Hotel. 0889-5-23-M3i. .
smMART, inTELLIGENT vouTH | THE WEATHER
gnnted to l?m;:\l the Iﬁlno'.type.A(;c;Sg TEMPERATURE,
ages to suitable applicant,
uardian Office. TIDE MOON ETC

ANYONE DESIRING NICELY FUR-
nished double. Office at moderate
rental should apply to 88 Great Geo-
rge Street. 9868-6-22M 21

TO0 LET— RESIDENCE NO. 220

yeen Street, elght rooms,  with
‘modern convenlenc;;b Can be seen
n application to 2 ueen.
9880:5-23M 31,
T0 LET—A LARGE BEDROOM ON
aln floor, .in private family. All
modern cunvenlence;’.l ) Ag:tl! 84
treet, or Phone 234L.
l;!@llsboro's;.o t, or k ’”1‘.-%??“

HIPMENT .OF

The old 're:
tly filled, Mrs.

'9666-5-10M1wpd.
J %K-
oung man preferred. P
g references and expe-
{n‘ g y & Co., Ken-
9328-4-19MtL.

JUST_ REGEIVED 8

Terrells Sheep dip.

1iable, orders promp

T. Bell, Southport
{ 4

Al
A,
l’-l‘c’ii%o’ to Jas. Kenned

"

(] {
[ i ining School for Nurses.
r particdlars, address Dr- Arthur
V. Goss, Supt., Taunton State Hos-
pital, Taunton, Mass. _8191_-4-11&:;
FOR SALE— CARRIAGES. | OFFER
for sale a number ' of high grade
carriages purchased direct from the
Factory all 1916 models no “held
over stock,” road wagons, bugeies,
and classy bike runabouts, bou ‘ht

8, — AN
wanted at the Taunton State
s

t and will be sold right. = Sx-

a "5‘:]‘&0& -ndd ga%v p;'tlec:aubelf:r:
. Wal { :

l‘lc your order Ty

(Speclil to the Guardian.)

fair with local showers more especial
ly at night
Then"ndo
at 2.38 and tomorrow at 3.60; it wil

Thursday at 6521.

4.17 and Thursday at 4.17.
‘The moon sets this
10.43.

day, May 17th at 10,11 a. m-.

hours and geventeen minutes.
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Minard’s Liniment oures Diphtheria.

Minard's Liniment cures Diphthe

i

There was
Three young men

One young man Robert Wig-

TORONTO, May 23.—Maritime mo-
derate to fresh southerly winds partly
" will be high this afternoon
be high tomorrow morning at 4.27 and

The sun sets this evening at 7.36 and
tomorrow at 7.36; it rises tomorrow at

morning at
‘| "Phere was a full moon on Wednes:

""The last quarter of the moon will
be on Wednesday, May 24th at 1.16 a.

m. i
The length of today will be fifteen

i

Man's Hill, or adandon the idea of

ANOTHER FURIOUS ATTACK
"ON DEAD MAN'S HILL
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taking Verdun, seems obvious. This
blood-soaked summit and its sister

eminence, Hill 304, from the key of
the whole system of Verdun's de-
fences. g

The fire from their batteries flanks
the Douaumont plateau, across the
river. Without the undisputed pos-
session of this plateau, military crit-;
ics agree that np attack on Verdun hag
any chance of Buccess.

In the region of Verdun both French
and Germans claim successes for their
arms at various/'points. An interest-
ing point in the latest French official
is the statement that  the positions
they stormed and captured on Feb.
25, four days afer the commencement
of the assault of Verdun they still hold
and from which all attempts made
to drive them out, proved fruitless.

(Special to the Guardian.)

Hard fighting is still in progress
between the Austrians and Italians
in Tyrol, the Frénch and Germans in
the region of ?erdun,‘ and Germans
and British arohnd ‘Labassee. = The
great offensive of the Austrians
against the Italians in the southern
Tryol continues unabted and at seve-
ral points the Austrians seem to be
gradually throwing back the Italians
toward their own territory. To south-
east of Trent on the Lavarone Pla-

|

[

60,000 Germans Hurled Against Verdun Fortresses
Along a Seven Mile Front.
are Terrible and Verdun Still Remains in Hands
of the French.

The German Losses

P 0 R NCLTH IR N |
teau, Vienna, says, the Italians have
been disloged from all positions and
adds that the Austrians have captured
Firma Mandriolo and the heights im-
mediately west of the frontier from
the summit as far as (Astico) Valley
——&

LONDON, May 22—The Germans,
still hold the northern part of fort
Douaumont. A violent attack also has
netted the French the German po-
sitios on a front of about a mile and a
quarter east of the village of Doaum-
ont. To the uorthwest of Verdun the
French have forced out the German
from positiong  south of Hill 287
west of Le Mort Homme.

Berlin on the other hand says the
Germans to nonthwest of Verdun
stormed the eastern spurs of Hill 304
and held them against repeated coun-
ter attacks. In this fighting the French
are declared to have lost heavily in
men killed or wounded. The admission
is'made in Berlin that the report of
the capture by French of the quarry
south of Hautremont. Northeast of
Verdun is correct. Heavy losses in
men were suffered by the British when
the Germans took trenches when the
over a front of about a mile and a
quarter near Givenchy. En-cohelle,
and, in counter attacks to regain them
according to Berlin. The situation gen-
erally on the Russian front remains
unchanged.

3ucéesslnl Sludenls

Word is received from the Associa-
ed Roard of the Royal Academy and
Royal College of Music, London, Eng..
that in the Theoretical Examinations
which took place on April 29th, the
following Island Students have pass-
ed successfully, retaining even more
than their usual reputation in  this
line. In the Local Centre “Advanced
Theory” Miss Belle McKenzie heads
the list with a competent paper on
“Rudiments of Music” In the “Divis-
jonal Exams,”’ the following candidat-
es made over 90 per cent— Mary Ad-
ams, (Port Hill); Lena Barrett, Ruth
Dickieson, Annie McDonald, Marie
McDonald, Fannie McLeod, Florence
Martin, Margaret Robertson, Elaine
Woodman, The names are published
alphabetically but special merit . is
perhaps due Miss Adam and Miss
Elaine Woodman who made the maxi:
mum marks in third and first “Divi-
gions” (99). The above are pupilg of
Miss Ella Palmer.

CITY WIPED OUT, NINE KILLED
IN TEXAS TORNADO.

y

DENNISON, Texas, May . 22—Nine
persons were killed and 38 injured and
Kempt City, Oklahma, eight miles east
of Dennison, was wiped off the map
by a tornado which Saturday night
swept a patch three-quarters of a mile
.| wide and five miles long in the Kemp
.| Gity section. Only three small dwell-
ing remain standing at Kemp City.

NEW YORK, May 22—A London
cable says that the British casualties
last ‘week on all fronts were 79 officers
killed 227 wounded and 1547 men
killed, 7244 wounded.

——————————————

STRATEGIC POINT WRESTED
FROM HUNS BL LANCASHIRES.

British headquarters in France May
18, via London, May 19—It develops
that the action ‘of the battalion of the
loyal North Lancashires and the Lan-
cashires Fusiliers on the 15th  was
a singularly brilllant attack, and gain-
ed a strategic point, the crest of the
redoubt about Vimy ridge, the posses-
alon of which means the command of
the plan of Lens, 4 :
Since the British took over this sec-
tion from the French in the early
stage of the battle of Verdum, : the
Germans had been holding:stubbornly
the vantage of the higher ground, and
inflicting guvy casualties on ‘the Brit-
i8h, After a.successful explosion of
nines, just after dark, the Lancashir:
‘a8, who are made up largely of cotton
 operatives from . Manchester rushed
from their. trenches to the lips of the
el

Hvery detail in the programme - of
| the operation, from the putting  of
machine guns out of action, bringing
up, sand with which to buid new
 breastworks, and defending the posi-
‘tion by means of bombs, was carried
. guccessfuly. Morning found the
cashires thoroughly entrenched
nst a retaliatory German bombard-
‘ment and had connected their old line
by communications  six feet deep.
Slight casualties were the cost of the

: ' stccess, The yalue of the
is not to be judged by
' of front taken, but b;
the Lancashires are n

ASKED FOR TRODPS
BUT WAS REFUSED

LONDON, May 20.—Late in March,
Augustine Birrell, former Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland, asked Lord Kitche-
ner and Sir John French, commander-
in-chief of the home forces, to send
more troops to Ireland because he was
“nervous” about the situation in Du-
blin. They refused on the ground that
they had no troops to spare.

This was Mr. Birrell’s own answer
today to the charge that his laxity
was rtesponsible for the cutbreaks in
the Irish capital. He was testifying
beforo  the: Royal Commission ap-
pointed to investigate the outbreaks.

Mr. Birrell said he always felt very
iznorant of what was going on in Du-
blin cellars. For that reason he had
asked for more troops, beleiving their
nresence would act as a beterrent to
the Sinn I'einers. A

Mr. Birrell, who resigned his post
as Chief Secretary for Ireland, followl
ing the Dublin rebellion, was the first
witness to-day when the Royal Com
migsion resumed its investigation. At
the outset he said he did not wish to
modify the lenghtly statement of the
Under Secretary, Sir Matthew Nathan
yesterday in ‘which Sir Matthew admit-
ted that the Government knew in ad-
vance of the plans of the rebels but
did not disarm them, fearing blood-
shed. He did not deny Sir Matthew's
assertions that he (Birrell) was fully
informed of the fact that the rebels
held sham battles at which they re-
hearsed the taking of Dublin Castle
before the trouble broke out.

Mr. Birrell then read a statement
of his own, dealing chiefly with the
growth of the Sinn Fein movement.

Mr. Birrell continued: 1

“If the Home Rule Bill had not been
placed on the statute books there
would have been a great explosion of
rage and disappointment, both in
Ireland and in the United States,,
which when war came would have as-
sumed alarming proportions. The
events in Ulster and the gun-rumning
at Larne by the Ulsterites in 1914 un-
doubtedly had a great effect on dis-
loyalistg elsewhere.

“The defiant attitude of the Ulster-
ites undoubtedly encouraged the rest
of Ireland to revolt. The Ulster pro-
visional Government encouraged gun-
running and made plans ‘for warfare
{n Belfast with all the pomp and cere-
mony of a rebellion. !

“This affected those inclined to be
digloyal elsewhere. Catholic Ireland
contended that what the Ulsterites
were allowed to do they could do. If
Home Rule had not ,passed, there
would have been a revolt at the begin-
ning of the war,

Naval Battle
Reponle;d In Baltic

LONDON, May 22—Reports from
Kalmar, in Sweden, on the Baltic, as
forwarded from Copenhagen to the Hx-
change Telegraph Company, state
that a violent cannonading was heard
last night, and that it was said a bat-
tle is in progress between Cerman and
Russian warships. i

Minard’s Liniment owres Distemper.

Holland 1!_0!_ Satisfied

LONDON, May 22—Dutch Govern-
ment is to send a strong note to Ber-
lin stating that the German version
of the torpedoing of the steamer Tt-
danda cannot be accepted and holding
Germans responsible.

PRICES WENT UP 3
POINTS LAST MONTH

OTTAWA, May 19.— The index
number of the Labor Department
showing the average price level for
the Dominion is up nearly three points
more for the past month and now
stands at 179.1 as against 136 for
April, 1914, before the outbreak of
war. The cost of living, however, has
not increased to that extent. The
average increase of 29 articles of food
for the same period has been only
eleven per cent. 7

The increases have been  more
those on chemicals, mentals, textiles,
etc.

The report for the last month shows
dairy products lower but iron and
steel and certain other metals are
still advancing. Grain and fodder
a.e slightly higher, also animals and
meats, while hogs are considerably
higher. There was a steep rise in
sugar, ‘¢ flour is lower. There were
slight aavances also in beef, milk,
bread, floi® gnd rolled oats are the
only articleg @hat do not show some
advance since §® months ago.

UNIVERSAL PEACE PLAN

WASHINGTON, May 22.— The
House Committee on Naval Affairs vo-
ted unanimously today to include in
the annual naval appropriation hill an
unusual rider in the Interest of univer-
sal peace and disarmament following
the end of the European war. The res-
olution was offered by Representative
Walter Hensley, a Missouri Democrat,
one of the pacifists members of the
committee. In some quarters‘the adop-
tion of the resolution was - egarded as
a concession to the ‘“Small Navy” De-
mocrats of the committee who had
voted for a building programme cost-
ing $160,000,000. Representative Hen-
sley’s resolution reads:

“Upon conclusion of the war in Eu-
rope, or as soon thereafter as it may
be done, the President of the United
States is authorized to invite all great

presentatives to a conference, wiich
shall be charged with the duty of sug-
gesting an organization, court of arbi:
tration or other body, to ‘which dis-
puted questions between nations shall
be referred for adjudication and peace
ful settlement and to consider the
question of disarmament and submit
their recommendation to their respec-
tive governments for approval; that
the President is hereby authorized to
appoint nine citizens of the United
States, who shall be qualified for the
mission by eminence in the law and
by devotion to the cause of peace, to
be representatives of the United Sta-
tes in such conference; that the Pres-
ident shall fix the compensation of the
said representatives and such other
employees as may be needed dre here-
by authorized ; and $200,000,0rs0 much
thereof as may be needed, {s hereby
appropriated for that purpose and
placed at his disposal.”

Minard’s Liniment Cure Neuralgia
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Turks have L

tamia Almost C

BRITISH ARE NOW
AT KUTELAMARA

been I)r'iv'eii" 011; lrdiii
Environs but are Still in Posses-
sion of Sunnay Yat.

Mesopo-
lgar of Turks.

LONDON, May 22.—A despatch
from Lt. General Sir Percy Lake, com-
mander of the British forces in Meso-
potamia shows that the forces of Lt.
Gen Sir George Corringe operating on
the south bank of the Tigris have now
virtually reached Kut-El-Amara, this
region being now virtually clear of
Turks up to the junction of Shattel
Hai river with the Tigris at Kut on

Kut-El-Amara, however, the Turks still
occupy Sannay Yat.

the north bank of the Tigris east of ;

The British now operating
against the Turks in Meésopotamia ai
gradually drawing nearer Kutw!
amara, where a large number of theix
officers and men who have .been re
inforced by the Russian cavalry have
now reached the region  immed
iately south of Kut-el-amara with the
intervening territory between them
and their objective clear of Turks ex-
cept for small rear guards nea:
Sannayyot. N

To Take Lincoln
Back to England

NEW YORK, N. Y., May 22—Chief
Inspector Alfred Ward, and an assist-
ant from Scotland Yard, arrived from
England to-day, on board the Anchor
Line steamer Cameronia, 'Liverpool
to take back to England, the self-
confested German spy and former
member of the British parliament, Ig-
natius T, T. Lincoln. Lincoln is wanted
in England to answer to a charge of
forgery. His extradiction was ordered
by the Supreme Court of the United
States after 1 iincoln, appealed to
that court on a writ of habeas corpus
allegiing that the real purpose of his
extradition was to try him as spy in
England.

STEEL SHIP BUILDING
IN CANADA DISCUSSED

(From our own Correspondent.)

OTTAWA, May 17, The third read-
ing was given by the Commons yes-
terday to the bill providing for the
acquisition by the Government of what
i3 generally known as the Quebec and
Saguenay Railway System. There was
10 vote on the hill itse:f but an amend-
ment moved by Sir Wilfred Laurier
to have the letting of contracts under
the legislation made subject to the
authority of Parliament was declared
lost on division. Although not very
much real opposition to the bill devel-
oped there was discussion of a some-
what spirited character in which the
assertion was made that French stock-
holders in the road had been frozen
out by a group of Montreal and Quebec
financiers who had induced them to
sell their bonds at a low figure and
would now reap a harvest therefrom,
as a consequence of the Governments
acquirement of the road. ,
Sir Wilfred Laurier, however, favor-
ed the principle of the bill.
It was pointed out, by Government
speakers, including Sir Robert Borden,
that to adopt Mr. Lemieux’'s suggestion
would involve paying much more than

Premier Briand
Expresses Confidence

PARIS, May 22—In address of wel
come to-day to visiting Russian offi
cial Premier Briand said the Franco:
Russian alliance never had had an)
purpose other than the maintenancc
of peace and the stability of thc
European equilibrium. The Premie:
asserted that France and Russia had
made a supreme effort to avert thc
European war and said.the futurc
could be regarded with confidence.
The peace which the allies would de-
mand, Mr. Briand continued, would
be without intrigue and it would come
only after a decisive victory “which
would ensure the world against a
similar catastrophe in future. He re-
fered to the manner in which the de
fence of Verdun, has been conducted
and expressed renewed faith in a fi-
nal victory for France and her Allfes.

LETTER FROM TRENCHIS

The following letter was received
by Mrs, Thos. Wigmore Grahams Road
and L. E. McKay, The writer was for-
merally of Found's Mills,P, E, 1. and
enlisted at the early outbreak of the
war (from Calgary, Alta.): f

France, April 22nd 1916

Dear Friend:- I havo today received
a parcel from you mailed to mc
through the Grahams Road Woman's
Institute, and it affords me much plea-
sure to drop you a few lines in answer
to same, and also to thank you and the
Institute for your kind gifts at "this
glad Easter tide. I assure you that 1
am very grateful for those gifts and
only do not know how to thank you en
ough for same,as the. articles werc
very useful and well solicted.

We boys out here are all very grate-
ful for the gifts sent to us by the la-
dies of Canada, and I assure you we
are doing our best for our country.

Your kind gifis and messages re-
ceived from tirne to time are alway=
welcomed by us all and they tend tu
kecp up our spinns for at times ther:
ara much to try cur patience.

We. have many hardships to contend
with, but we seem to live through them

the road was worth since the money
given for the road would have to go
first to. the present holders of the
bonds.

Sir Rodolphe Forget made a state-
ment in the course of which he assert l
ed that the French bondholders had?®
received their money back with inter-{
est, that they had not been induced
to sell out by the company and that
it would be impossible now that they
had disposed of their bonds to recoup
them. A
In motion to go into supply last
night Mr. E. M. MacDonald of Pictou
brought up the question of ship build-
ing in Canada. He referred to the
statement of Sir Robert Borden at the
launching on Monday of the new giant
icebreaker at the Vickers Maxim Yards
in Montreal, that the Canadian Gov-
ernment favored subsidizing the ship
building industry, The Pictou member
did not favor assisting the construct-
fon of wooden vessels.

In « conclusion he pointed
to ’ the present scarcity
of tonnage a8 reason for the

immediate eéncouragement of ship.
building and said he had no doubt the
scarcity would still exist after the war
was over.

Sir Robert Borden replied that a
country with Canada’s resources must
ultimately engageé in the construction
of steel ships, Mr. McDonald had ap-
peared to confuse the development of
a Canadian shipbuilding industry with
the present scarcity of tonnage due
to the war. Sir Robert said that he had
found no one in Canada prepared to
construct steel ships within a period
which would render them useful in the
present condition of vessel scarcity.
He doubted whether it would be any
advantage to begin the construction
of steel vessels now when the cost
was at 'its peak, in view of the fact
that they would not be available when
tonnage was most needed. After the
war was over the Prime Minister
thought there would be less cargo for
vessels to carry and owing to tho re-
lease of vessels now interned there

all, and all seem to be happy most o’
the time. i
‘We have lots of hard work to do and
have to do it in wet weather, for I do
not think there has been a whole
month’s fine weather since I came ou'
here, with the exception of the month
of March it has rained about five daya
out of every seven. Some claim it iz
due to so much firing causing lots o.
smoke. The first few days in April
were fair but it has rained every day
for the last two weeks, and its raining
heavy this evening but the fightin;
goes on just the same. The fighting ha:
been fierce at times and has been rn
ther severe since the middle of Febru
ary, and as time goes on it become
more and more severe. The greates'
battle in history was fought just recen
tly and such gallantry was mevér be
fore shown as was shown at. that bat
tle. The enemy came on and on only
to bé mown down but as soon a8 one
batt. fell another .stepped into. thei:
places ‘and hurled. themselves against
the Allied lines only to be torn to
shreds by the most terrible machin~
gun and aftillery fire ever known. For
instafice In eight hours there wele ona
hundred thousand shells fired, but the
:nerlﬂ,;; ;tl'l'{mntruxncled fo;nrd. The
arrible a re was up
after day, mwu ‘ tho.ﬁwutyo
ghreds, but stili' ‘they 'struggled on
This battle will go down in history as
the most bloody battle ever fought up
to the present time. 1 took part in a
couple of heavy bombardments, In onc
they were hungrods of guns going, but
I have no idea how many bat. were
in action. In another occasion I ‘wi
told there were sixty batteries in our
little district alone in’ 11
area all in action at once. The noise
was something ‘terrible, Just ne
240 guns being fired at the one timo
with many more or | sides of us.
We sure handed a fuw piils out to Fritz
that day. For a five sec-

would be many more ships to carry it.
Sir Robert said he had been informed
that the cost of building steel ships
in England and Canada would in twen-'

ty years he approximately the um’e.m



