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STBIFE AND SORIIDW GBIET
KING CULMINATING IN WORLD
WAR

[  CHAPTER 13

] —_—

New sovereign does all in his power
to avert terrible disaster, but when
Beligian' King appeals, he says to
American  Ambassador, “My Geod,
what else can we do but go in?”.

Inthis chapter of the life of King
George V, Malor Kipling bells of the
ver darkemng shadows leullng up to
the War—of the trouble in India and
[reland and how the sovereign tra-
veled to both countres in a vain
effort to quieten disturbance.

By Major . C. F. L. Kipling
(Copyright 1930)

King George had ascended the
throne in the middle of one of the
greatest constitutional crises of mod-
ern times, brought about by the re-
jection in the House of Lords of Mr.
Lloyd George’s Budget, which for the
first time, imposed direct taxes on
land.

. The outcome of this was the ‘Par-
lifament Bill’ to limit the power of
Lords, hy decreeing that Money Bills
which failed to pass them should re-
ceive the Royal Assent at the end of

he session in  which they ‘were
brought in, and that all other Bills on
their third rejection by the Lords,
should rezelve the Royal Assent and
become Jaw.

King Edward had been told by Mr.

Asquith the Prime Minister, that this
government  would stand or fall by
the Parliament Bill, but that, before
going to the country on this question,
they acked for a guaranteée from the
King that if the electors - returned
-them, the Royzl prerogative would be
cxercised to create a sufficlent num-
ber of peers to pass the Bill through
the Lords, The King answered, as
we know on’ the authority of Lord
Haldane, that he would be prepared
to accept the verdict of the people,
but inithe meantime, he tried in every
way to bring the party leaders to-
gether, although with no success.

It was at this stage of the crisis
that King FEdward died, and i was
left to the new King to mcet the per-

to" ‘meét it constitutionally and 1m-

partially as has been h!.s way always, |

It cannot have %teen anything but
exceedingly difficult for him to. come
to the conclusion which was ann-

ounced on the eve of the General

Election of November 1910 that the
King “felt he had no alternative but

ment which had met in the precedlnz
Feruary—an intention which had
startled some people by 'its very un-
expectedness.

It was ninety years since a British
soverelgn had visited any part of his
Dominions overseas—and then it hld
only been a question of a th

Klngonboudthe "Mednu and the
King returned the visit to- the Khed-
ive's state yacht, whilé he wasiable
to meet and consult Lérd Kitchener,
who had just become Agent-General
in Egypt, and learn how qﬂ’n.lrn went
there.

to assent to the advice of the Cabi- ,tour to Hanover. King Geprge now
net” and that he would “be ready to purposed to “celebrate in his Indian

exercise his constitutional

powers Domlnlom the solemnity of the Cor-

which may Involve the prerogative of onation,” to be proclaimed in person,

to the decision of the country.”

The mnecessity did not arise.

and in full Durbar, Emperor of India
and to receive personally the homage

When the Bill was again sent back to of his Indian Subjeots. King George
the Lords, when Lord Morley, for the  has , Sometimes been acoused of &
Ministry, warned the House that, if  certain lack of imagination, of that

the BIill was not passed, the - King |

would definitely assent to the cre. |

atlon of a huge number of peers, the
Unionist leaders, Lord Curzon and
Lord Landsdowne, advised their

sense, of the - dramatic which his
father displayed so strongly. In
planning himself this great Staté
visit to IIndia, he showed that he
could imagine as vlvidly an any other

party to submit to ‘force majeure* |the immense effect’ which such &

and the Bill was passed by a small
majority -

" For the first time, tnternal tension
was less acute, but, almost simultan-
eously, the King and this Ministers

political danger ~6n the Continent.
That summer of 1911 was abnorm-
ally hot, a time of trade strikes and
of a low :(u.mblng of the distant
thunder of war. How near war with
Germany was at that time, the peo-
ple did not fully realize until the
danger was  for the moment
averted; But there were rum-
ors more or less definite; the cancell-
ing of ‘the Army Manouvres, unusual
fleet movements, following on the
unwarranted’ despatch of the German

warship “Panther” to Agadir in
M , which ted a very
stern warning from  England—a

warning that if France was willfully
attacked, England must be reckoned
with, The warning served its pur-
pose; Germany hastened to explain
away the “Panther” incident and to
declare that she had meant nothing
aggressive, but the incident had left
an increased feeling of insecurity, an
increased sense among those who
were farseeing that the strain was
only temporarily relaxed.

And now the time was apprbach-
ing for that voyage which was to be
the eulmination ¢ the Gormation

ceremondes, The King had ann-

plexing and dangerous situation, and ounced his intentions to the Parlia-

visit would have in consolidating the
loyalty Of that vast overseas Empire.

The King and Queen could not
leave the country together without

iproviding ‘fully for its government,
had to face the possibility of serious '

especially &s the Prince of Wales was
not yet of age. This was done by
appointing Counsellors of State, in
the persons of Prince Arthur of Con-
naught, the °Archbishop of Canter-
bury and the‘Lord Chancellor with
the Lord - President of  the Council,
these last being Lord Loreburn and
Lord Morley. They were given power
to do anything which seemed to them
necessary, on King George's behalf,
for the safety and for the good of
the realm, except that they might not
create peers or dissolve Parliament.
But, 'as & matter of fact, the minist-
ers were in dajly communication with
the King by telegraph, and he was
consulted on all important matters,

On November '11th, 1911—a date
which was to become even more
momentous later in the relgn of King
George—the King and Queen set out
from Portemouth in the P. and O.
steamer, “Medina”, manned, as the
“Ophir” had been, by the naval offic-
ers and scamen. There was an es-
cort of battleships, the “Cochrane”,
“Defence”, “Argyll”, and “Natal”, all
under Rear-Admiral Sir Colin Kep-
pel. :

T was a woncersal voyage, the pre-
lude to & wonderful tour. At Port
Said the Khedive came fo visit the
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On December md, the “Medina”
arrived at - Bombay, tobe met by
Lord Hardinge, the Vloeroy, and es-
corted ashore later in the day to a
city gorgeously decorated with all the
brilliant colorings of the East. That
Eastern splendor accompahied the
Royal party all through the tour, but
iv reached its culmination in the
great Durbar at-Delhi, prosabbly one
of the most, magnificent spectacles in
the history of the world, when all the
ruling Princes ‘'and Chieftains of
India, vying with each other in the
splendor of thelr persons and their
suites, came to do homage to the
King Fmperor and his consort, sitting
crowned and in Royal robes on the
thrones of the dals.

It was a wonderfu] -moment when
the Proclamation was made by the
Chief Herald, when the thunder of
guns and the silver voices of trumpets
and the cheers of countless people,
white and brown, saluted the Sove-
reign. And in another way, a still
more striking moment, followed, when
the King ' himself read loudly and
clearly the < words il which were ex-
pressed a decision which had, up till
then, been a completé secret, even
from such officials as Lord Curzon,
the ex-Viceroy. The capital of
India was to be transferred from
Calcutta to Delhi—from the new town
Bengal to the ancien city, which had
always held historically the highest
place in Indian tradition. It was a
change im.mgnsely popular in India,
although in England it caused &
certain amount of dissatisfaction,
The foundation-stones of the new
Delhi, the new capital, were laid dur-
ing the Royal visit, and other magni-
ficent ceremonies took place, especi-
ally a great review of troops, British
and Indian, one of the most impress-
ive sights imaginable, At an investi-
ture which was held that evening
when several thousand people were
agsembled in a great tent, in the
centre of the vast Imperial camp, an
incident occurred which might have
led to terrible consequences. Those
to be invested were passing before the
King whilst the Queén, wearing the
pale blue of the Star of India Order,
was seated beside him, when suddenly

for itself. Xt is the personal
which King George
American Army on. the latter’s entry
into the war. In the blography of the’

“Tsar’s intense desire that wmethlng
of the kind might be concluded. “The
Triple Alliance was . regarded as a
threat to the peace of Europe on the
part of Germany, Austria, and Italy A
Triple Entente might ease the strain.
The King, approached on the matter,
said frankly that he  thought: some
kind of naval understanding would
be-a very good thing—and referred
the President and the Russian Am-
bassador- to Sir Edward Grey for
further discussion,

Foreign politics, Indeed, at the
moment, were less in ‘the King's
thoughts most likely than domestic
matters., It had. been noticed that
even during the gaieties of Paris,
King Georege was depressed and
preoccupled to some extent;® the
problem of -Ireland, the threat of
clvil strife . was. pressing.. upon him
more and more heavily—the sense of
impotence which the state of Ireland
has so often imposed upon her rulers.
President Poincare tells in his dlary
how the King secmed oppressed by

|
|

KING GEORGE'S
The facs:mile shown above speaks

' ANSWER TO U.S.

King which is appearing exclusively
in the Guardian the biographer teils '
of the relief and joy of the Royal
Family when United States Joined
the side of the Allies.

note
sent  to the

berland. - King George and the Tsar
were both invited and both accepted
the {nvitation,
strain and stress of foreign relations
might be lessened—a result which
certainly, for the moment, seemed to
be attained. There was an  atmos-
. |Iphere of kindliness and peaceable-
ness over the whole of the proceed-
ings, which gave many people hope
for the future, even although they
mlght see in it only one of the
Kalser's impul.s!vely emotionnl moods.
A very successful State visit of

President Poincare to England foll-
owed during the summer, and in the
spring of 1914 this visit was returned
by the King and Queen—a visit which
was brilllant ‘in  the extreme, and '
roused great enthusiasm amongst!
the Parisians. Yet under the sun-
shine of those April days there was a
growing uneasiness and disquite.
The Russlan Ambassador had peen !

in the Thope that the

to further the idea of a mnaval alli-

and his own country, ‘explaining the

lthe powers which
raccused- him of, failing to exercise,

these things, how he exclaimed for-

i cibly that he  would not allow ¢fvil

war to break out, and that he had not
the Conscrvatives

‘It is evident that increasing press-.

‘ure was being brought to hzar upcn

the King, for. now the moment was
approaching when Asquth’s Home
Rule Bill, by passing throuzh the
Commons three times, had reached
the po'nt when the King's' assent to
it might be demanded, irrespective of
the intense opposition in the House
of Lords. This Bill ‘created a s'ngle
Parliament for Ireland, although with
no authority over the Army, Navy,
peace or war—far less power, of
course, than the post-war treaty
gave the new Ddminion. But at the
same time, it called out the bitterest
opposition; and in spite of the fact
that Ulster was to be allowed to cut

to go . to the country on a question

would see their inevitable defeat
But the King decided, that he could
only / dissolve Parliament on ' th¢
advice of his Min'sters, who had' n¢
intention of councelling anything of
the kind. ;

Prcbably the action upon which
King George decided was the very
possible in the ecircumstances, even
though it may seem to have falled.
He tried to lessen the bitterness of
the party war by acting as a medi-
‘labor and peacemaker, and he summ-
oned the" leaders of both sides to a
confergnce at Buckingham Palace on
{July. 22nd, Asqulth Lloyd George,
Loxrd Lﬁnsdov.ne and Bonar Law,
Johq Requn;i 'and Dillon, Sir Ed-
ward Carson and Cralg—these rep-
resented -all the different parties,
and -Mr, Lowther, the Speaker of the
House of Commons, was to attend as
an jmpartial chairman.

‘The King opened the conference
with a speech which was to cause
much - djscussion and dissension, but
for which Mr. Asquith took the re-
sponsibility since he said that it had
been sent to h‘m for revision in the
usual way. Yet the words, in their
grave dignity, ring truly like those of
the King himself, and there seems no
reason to suppose that they did nob
express his feelings.

(Continued on page 3)
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The healthy ¢hild sleeps well £2d

during its waking hours is never cr s8
but always happy and laughing. I% i§

only the sickly ghild that is cross ¢ nd
peevish, Mothexs, if your children dg
not-sleep well; if they are cross znd
cry a great deal, give them B:Dy's

herself off, for a period,, from the new| own Tablets and they will soo be

arrangzment, Ulster was dztermined |

! well-and happy again. The Te)lets

on nothing less than civil war, whilst | 1 are & mild' but' thorough laxative

both parties ' in Ireland were gun-
running and drilling almost openly.
It was a most serious position, and, |
for the King, . a, very tragic one.
According to th2 constitutional law of
the country, he ' was undoubtedly
bound to act cn tha edvico ¢f Ris
minmbers,

the BIH.

ment and thus force the Government

the Liberal Government |
urgently begging President Poincare | who were bent on carrying through | the Tablets:through any incilcine
‘According to ‘the: Censerv-,
ance between Great Britain, France |ative view. he might dissolve Parlia- | post, paid,

'wmch regulate the bowels, sw:zten

{ the ~ stomach, : banish ' constip:tion,
{ colic and indigestion and prcmote
healthful sleep. They are absciutely
guaranteed free from opiates and

]may be' given to th: new-born babe

l\vlth perfect safety. You can chtaln

dealer at 26 cents a box, or by mall
from the Dr, Willlame
Medicine Co.,-Brockville, Ont.

there was s cry of: “Fire!”

Always horrifying, such , an alarm
is intensified when a camp 18 in!
question, with the inflamability of the
tents "and  marquees. ' There ‘was'
something very | like a panic’ amongst
a certain section of the .close-
pressed crowd—but the King and
Queen remaineq absolutely unmoved,
showing as always = that unshakable
personal courage which we have
come to expect of our Royal Family
as a matter of oourse. It was no
false alarm: & tent only @ hundred
yards or so away had caught fire, and"
except for the promptitude of the
action taken, it might .well have
'spread !un.har

It was ucrowded week of pmzim:.
and State functions, and at the con-
clusion of one of them the people of
Bengal showed pathetically and
beautifully, the spirit which the visit
of their ruler had waked. in them,
It was after ‘the King had left pav-
ilion at & great historioal display that,
the crowd broke off, sweeping past
aolddm and; police, surrounding the

4 plwe where the King-Emperor had

been standing, and catching . up the,
dust and the earth which his feet had
trodden to lay it in homage on their
foreheads, |

The reétwrn’to England was sadd-’
ened- by thé news of the death of the
Duke of Fife, and at once the King
was immersed in the tangle of forelgn

‘| politics, complicated at the moment

by the troubles in the Balkans, where
Serbia and Bulgaria were just about
to sign an alllance, which made the
great Powers of Europe uneasy. One
of the King’s first acts on his .eturn
was fo bestow the Order of the
Garter on Sir Edward Grey in recog-
nition of his services during the dan-
gerous orisis of the year before, and
during this spring the bonds of the
Entents with France, - which King

were drawn closer by his son, ¥l
There were great reviews of the
Fleet and the Army that summer of
1921,” and Manouvres which wpre
especially important, if only for the
fact that it was the occasion on
which, the King first met intimaately
that great figure of the future, Gen
eral Ferdinand - Foch, who came to
England as the military represent-
ative of France on this occasion and

delighted the King by his praise of
- | English

soldiers, ' Bdtweén  the Hng-

-mmmam French

soldlef, who, together, were to share
later such Appalling responsibilities, a
Mﬁﬁwmmtm-

mmu:m.umm&nun:
at Berlin on the orcasion

of the wedding of the Kalt¢r's daugh-

tar {0 the #on of the Duke of Qum- .

Edward had so largely brought abous, |
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When announced in the summer
of 1929, Dominion Royals took the
automobile world by storm. They
were new. New in principle, con-
struction, tread, Today, they are

standard equipment on many of
Canada’s finest cars.

With massive carcass, deep-cut
tread blocks, sidewalls buttressed
Jgainst rut and curb wear, Dominion Royals
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of modern motoring. Drivers who put them
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which, according to the Conservafives




