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THE HOG SITUATION 4
The hog situation in Canada today is not sat-
isfactory. Prices have been declining for some time
ast and the prices of feed have been so high that
Ey the time a hog is fitted for market there is iit-
tle left for the farmer. : 5
Chicago, it is well known, sets the price of hogs
and hog products and it is to the credit both of Can-
adian packers and Canadian pork that prices here
have, all through this slack period, been higher than
in Chicago. This is due partly_to our somewhat ex-
tensive home market. and partly also to the good
reputaton of Canadian bacon in the Old Country. It
will not be forgotten that we are up against very un
equal competition with cheap American pork. fiven
with the rate of exchange as at present the Ameri-

can dealer can pay.the Canadian duty of $4.00 per

barrel on his pork and still undersell our perk in
our own markets. Had the Hon. Mr. Lea, Commis-
sioner of Agriculture whose duty it is to safeguard
the Canadian and especially the Prince Edward Is-
land farmer, devoted a little more attention to the
need of adequate protection for our Canadian meats
and a little less attention to theoretical and absurd
free trade talk before the Tariff Commission, !
would have done at least something to show where,
the free trade policy of his party would land our
farmers if carried out.

Hogs are scarcé not only in Canada but in the
United States and prices are bound to come up in
the very near future or just as soon as the present;
phase of the situation has passed. The cause of the!

- recent decline is easily traceable.

At the close of thé war the British Food Min-
istry found itself burdened with millions of pounds
of American fat pork, for which it had previously
contracted. It was then up against the problem of
sellng this vast amount of pork, which was far from;

palatable to the average Englishman. Tradesmen adopted this_method of declar 3 T'he Conservatives of Ontario,
prefen'ed to purcha‘s‘e' Can‘adian bacon which ing their approval of the tarifi” po!- ‘or the first time in sixteen years,
) A 5 o1 : atag % jcy enunciated to them by Premier|have met in convention ,with the
though of higher quality, had to be retailed at the€ i, on me occasion of his ro-|enormous attendanca of 2500 on

same price as the American pork. The fact that Can’
adian bacon was used as a bait to get rid of the fat’
pork clearly shows the preference of the English
nablic for Canadian goods. These rigid conditions
have recent.y relaxed slightly and the Food Ministry
:s finding it increasingly difficult to force the Am-
erican article down the throats of the Engish pub-’
lie, because, in addition, to the importation of the,
Canadian article, Danish bacon is beginning to come
on the English market/in increasing quanuities |

Canadian” farmers, however, must do their|
share to hold that trade, The hog industry has ex-.
perienced a dull year, but with the gradual fall in'
the price of feeds, the brightness of the outlook in-
creases. There is evrey reason for confidence in the
industry if farmers are prepared w raise the hogs
and be ready to step in and hold the trade they se-'
cured during the war, but which has temporarily
slackened because of British control. What is need-,
ed now is that those men who sald off their breed-
ing stock, get back into the business, because there

his grain to market--in spite of the continued con-
trol by the British Food Ministry. .

eI PES . which, if they monkey with it,

THE ROADS. / will mean the destruction of their

‘business and wiping out the most

; i . s ; profitable rural industry in the pro

In the long list of administrative casualties|vince. Senator E. D. Smith, one

that have emanated from the Bell government and
have fallen back upon it with crushing effect, the
unfortunate aggregation has still sufficient politi---
cal breath to exclaim “Look at our work on the
roads!”’ To this work what there is of it, they point
with a pathetic and disparing claim that they should
be forgiven for everything else they did, for every-
thing else which they themelves admit they do not
expect any merey or forgiveness for. And some sec-
tions of the roads are really good; the piece ofroad
between North River and Bonshaw is excellent as
no doubt are a few other sections, but as “ one
swallow does not make a summer,” neither does a
section of good road here and there throughout the
province afford sufficient material for the proposed
moinument to Premier Bell. The whole road will be
the monument if the memorial to Mr. Bell and his
government is to be confined to roads, and taking
the bad spots with the good, it will make but a sorry
monument. What interests the people today is what
use the Bell government is making of the federal
grant which is being expended on our roads. The
monument, if monument it is going to be, will be
one to the memory of Sir Robert Borden and the
government he I=d. it was he who made.it possible
for Mr. Bell and his party to inaugurate road im-
provements and if these are not too costly, it is
possible that our tiréd people may erect a tablet
somewhere to the memory. of the Bell government
with the non-committal inscription, “Blessed are
the dead.” In any case whatever-of credit may ac-
crue in the way of good roads the larger part will
go to the man who made it possible, who placed a
Iarge proportion of the money at the disposal of
the province. When, in the course of years and under
“.ther premiers. and Premicr Beil is laid aside from
usefulness or uselessness as the case may be, our
roads throughout the: provincé will have become
something to be proud of, they will form a grateful
monument, not to Mr. Bell but to Premier Borden
who inaugurated the fedéral road grant which made
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The provincial elections in Brit-
ish Columbia elections, headiined
ed in the Patriot as another glor-
ious Liberal viicory, another
strong evidence of that LESSEN
ING POWER OF LIBERALISM"
ot which -their leader the Hon.
MacKenzie King, complained so bit
terly. The Oliver Governmen:
went to the ocuntry wiih a back:
ing of thirty seven agains! tlen,
Conservatives, Socialists and In !
dependents. They carried the last |
election by large and sweeping ma-
jorities, but in the present insiance
(Conservatives ran them so closa;
that even yet there is danger that
a few votes in some constituencies
may spell for them disaster. Al
the best when they select a s peak
er it will leave them 23 to 23 on
.the floor of the House and, as in
Ontario, New Brunswick and Mani
tcha, dependent upon the mercy
of one of their opposing forces for
I libety to live. Considering that
]lhere was not the usual record of
s2andal and wrong doing conjured
Up by opponents and that the Gov
evnment's history was a fairly good
one, the result of this contest from
.he standpoint. of Conservatives,
who almost doubled their follow-
ing besides vastly increasing thedr
popular vote, must he mMost encour
aging, while to the Liberals it is

is

another of those fatal finger posts
that points to their destruction.

A significant feature of the el
ection - was in the total failure of
the Crerar so called United Farm-
ers party to carry a single.seal
in the province and more singular
still that the rural or Farmer’ con
stituencies were principally award

10 Conservatives. The one on-
Sy conciusion from this is that ihe
great mass of the Tarmers and
fruit. growers of that rvich agricul
tural country are not in sympathy
with the Grain Growers combine,

cent visit to the province, Last sum
mer the United Farmers of B. (.,

held a conference 1o consider
the strong difference of cpinion

bhetween the policy of their organ-
ization and that which
‘more popular in the country, and
at that convention théy openly ac-
cepted the Fruit Growor:.s tariff
views; they went even further and

appeared

published the finest series of reso-|é
lutions upon political economy and § (i

fiscal policy that we have ever read
The views taken by them in this
respéct would be a credit to any
po'itical party, and yet with ull
this the Farmers of British Colum-
bia:- gave their full strength again-
st the Crerar movement and prin-
cipally in favor of Conservative
candidates,

What is true of the fruit grow-

1 i ing interest of British Columbia
is no doubt whatever that the man who feeds his is also true of southern Ontario

grain is going to make more profit than he who hauls where the Taxift Commission are
applica-

literally Dbeseiged
tions

with
and protests against inter-

‘of the largest fruit growers and

preserve makers on the continent

sion declared that,—“Not

‘had to accept one and a half cents

ference -with the tariff on fruits

in his evidence before the Commis
only
would the jam industry be wiped|
onut and the Niagara fruit grow-

would be dealt a severe blow and
the glass industries would be ser-
iously affected.” J. A. Livingstone | \
another fruit grower declared that
“unless, the present tariff was main
tained the fruit market would be
annhilated, ‘American pears were
new coming in at the rate of 450
bushels a day. Instead of six cents
per pound for good pears grocers

this year.” 1t might well be asked
why we haggle over a few trifling
dollars in the matter of an agri-
cultural implement when  as in
these cases the saving could only
be effected by the .sacrifice of the
greatest and most. important of our
agricultural as well as industrial in .
terests? Y

A new turn is, apparently to he )
made in connection with the farm-
ers movement. The veceni disclos
ure that the Grain Growers, led on
by their $32,000 a year chieftain
Hon. (. A: Crerar, is after all a
“hig interest” has suggested 10
them a claim upon urban commun-
ities, where big interesis are sup-
posed to thrive, and their latest
proposal is to put candidates in the
field in ,cities as well as in farm
ing districts. Speaking at East E! > 2
gin, Hon. Mr. Crerar declarved that
there was nothing in. the policy
of the party which applies alone
to the farming community, but that
it is a doctrine to which all may
subscribe who believe in the low
ering of the tariff and other plan=
of the platform.” This is the mei-
hod of“escape from the isolation of
a group- or special class, but of a
nature too transparent to deceive
any one. It is true enough that “an,
one may subseribe to the plans o
their platform.” but it is as stron
ly true that in doing so he is sup
norting a huge intending monopoly
whose operations threaten to stran
z'e the life of Canadian prosperity.

the copening day and much larger
crowd the day following. Early in
the proceedings an intimation came

A Cross-Arm Brace---

And Your Telephone !

7
“WELL." you may say, “What is a cross-arm brace?”
«\What has it to do with me? What do I care if—"
A cross-arm brace is an uninteresting-looking piece of iron,
One end is fastened to the telephone pole, the other end to the
cross-arm to hold it securely at right angles to the pole.
At least two are used on every pole, and they havein- |
creased in price 249 p. c. since 1913.
A small item. But only one of scores of the vital parts
of a telephone system the costs of which have advanced ir a
like manner.
Here are a few other items : :
Batteries { 121 p.c. !
Pole line brackets 276 p. c. ;
Insulators 359 p. c.
Poles 136 p. c.
Transmitters 267 p. c.
Top Pins 204 p. c.
Cross-arms 151 p. c.
- Ground T'ine 247 pc.

Galvd Iron Wire 400p. e.

This is but another reason why telephone rates must be -
increased. -

The Telephone Cempany of P. E. Island

from the body of the hall that the
vank and ‘file were going to tuke
an active part in tie proceedings
wihich implies that cut and dried
programmes were o be cut out,
The small' souls ,’ul‘ the Liberal
press thought that in this they had
orsel to gloat over, and, as in
Patriot, Introduced it with big
black headlines. In point of fact no
better indication of party health,
and nothing that party leaders
more gladly welcome could have
taken place than this. The great
difficulty in all p:l'rl,v conventions is|:
to get the body of the people to I
tuke this active 3
the difficuity
come,

interest but here
is fortunarely over-

Three Civilians ._
Killed in Cork

(Special ‘to the Guardian.)

LONDON, Dec. 4—Three civil-
ians _are reported 1o have bheen
shot dead this afternoon near Ban-
don, County Cork, following am-
bushing of a |mr|y'n|’ police  says
the Cetral News Dublin «.)rn-'spmm
ent. The police escaped without
casualties, he adds.

Daily Selections
Guardian Readers

Furnished by W. 8 Louson.
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(By John D. Wells, in “Rhymes

of Our Home Folks" published by

Hanper's.)

A little bit o’“frouble and a litile

something wrong,
A litle mother kiss to smooth it
all,

A little flash of ribbon and a
glint of gingham gown;

A little smile of
eyes of blue,

A little bit o' cheerfulness,
tle bit of frown:

« 'hrough.

A liftle curtained window and a
happy little face,

door,

A little throne of wicker by a lit-
tle chimney place,

Nor all the kings of ages hoasted

mor'e.
ki b adb il bag L 41 ¢ |
A little place of longing where a
father’'s mid-day dreams,
Will lead him from
. busy way-—
little-~unpretentious!
rich reward it seems
For, thlm". bit of tolling in the
ay :

So Such a

|

A liftle bit o' romping and a lit-

tle bit o' song.
A little bit o’ laughter through
the hall,

from roguish l iy
a lit-

A litle flash of tears for smiling

A storm of happy greetings at the

the sordit,
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Santa Claus Headquarters

S‘ANTz’\ CLAUS has again made his Headquart-
ers at‘ Carter’s Big Book, Toy, Dolls, Games and Christ-
mas Stores, The old reliable stand.

le-STAIR'S—An imn[lense display of Dolls of ev-
ery size and price, Toys -in endless variety. Games to

amuse young and old. Christmas Decorations, ete., efc,
on first floor.

CHRISTMAS STATIONERY

. See ourbig stock of Xmas Seals, Tags, Cards, Greet
ing Cards, beautiful boxed stationery.
) BOOKS, BOOKS for old and young, “Boys Own,’

Girls Own,”. “Chums,” ‘Young Canada,” and other An-
nuals, Toy Picture Books for the little tots. Beatiful
boxes of Stationery for Xmas Gifts, 25 cents to $5. each.

The latest Books by popular Authors, Books of
Pqems, Bibles, Prayer Books, Hymn Books, etc., Foun-
tain Pens, (Waterman’s,), “Eversharp” and other Gift
Penciis in silver and nickel mountings, etc. Shop early.
Goods selected will be put aside till Xmas if desired.

CARTER & CO. LTD.

-

GET A POLICY NOW

' ﬁe uncertainty of fire jg well known to you. All your
possessions may be wiped out in an hour. You can laugh at
misfortune of this kind if you are protected by a Policy in
a strong rellable Company. pon’t put it off—act before it is
too late. It will give us Breat pelasure (o furnish you with
rates and particulars for the agking.

|

HYNDMAN' & CO. LTD,

61 Queen 8t. . . e - Charlottetown
The Oldest Insurance Agency In P. E, |
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GOFF’S Prices are Lowest.
~ Always Up-to-date
Always ahead of Competition
We have marked down our whole stock. A

- AND ALSO

. L aing prisd
New Goods which are arriving every day in many cases being Pric®
Cost. W& have an immense stock of Hockey's all marked down.

SEE OURS BEFORE YOU BUY.

~ GOFF BROS LTD.




