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ECENTLY
Senate passed a
bill opposing the
acceptance of such
assistance and co-
operation  as has
been given by the
jeneral Education
Board to the Unit-
ed States govern-
ment on the ground
that such a con-
nection might con-

* fer too much influ-
ence on a private

citizen. Mr, John D. Rockefeller is the

fourder of the fund which the General

Education Board has administered, and

that the action of the Senate was di-

rected chiefly toward him was freely

stated during the debate on tha subject.

Some Senators who felt that theve had
been no impropricty in the activities
of the General Education Board st an-
other time were apprehensive that under
similar conditions undue power might
be exercised by private citizens, and
therefore they voted in favor of the bill,
although they had no animus against
the Rockefellers.

Wherever the new education has been
carried in the South, strengthening the
State universities and offering oppor-
tunities in the remote rural communities,
the name of Dr. Wallace Butirick, of
the General Education Board, is well
known, Dr. Buttrick has been secretary
of the Board since its establishment in
1902, The I}onrd was liberallly endowed
by Mr. John D. Rockefeller for the pur-
pose of promuting educational endeavor
in all directions and in all sections of
the country. In pursuance of this pur-
pose Dr. Buttrick has spent much of his
time in the field, seeking things to do
and observing work in progress. While
the Board has given generously to col-
leges and universities it may be said to
be especially interested in agricultural,
vocational and domestic education. On
his recent tour of inspection Dr. But-
trick was accompanied by Mr. Abraham
Flexner, who has recently become his
associate in the offices of the Board.

€ Board's Work Is Unique.

Tho work of the General Education
Board is unique. It secks to co-operate
with the local centres of education al-
ready established and with the federal
Department of Agriculture, largely by
financial support, which makes it pos-
sible to develop the resources of neg-
lected districts and to train boys and
girls for economic independence. It has
given millions of dollars wherever it has
been shown that they would increase the
efficiency of a community, and it is pre-
pared to continue and extend support
upon the recommendation and advice of
authorities, elther loeal or national.

Tor the first three years of its existence
the Board's activities consisted chiefly
in sending representatives to make a
thorough study of the status of educa-
tion in the South. As a result of this
study the members of the Poard decided
that the greatest need of that section of
the country was to intreduce more ef-
feetive methods of farming. Eighty per
cent of the people of the South live in
the country and depend upon agricuiture
for their support.

The very best wey of helping the
South to help itself, tiacrefore, was to
enable the farmers, cspecially the boys
and girls, to work the iand anc to handle
its products more intelligertly and more
effectively, In the course of its investi-
gation the representatives of the Board
learned of the work that had been done
by Dr. Seaman A. Knapp in fighting
the boll weevil for the government, and
proposed that if his work of showing
the farmors how to fight this pest could
be 50 extended &8 to demonstrate oie:
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farming the Bomed would pay the ex-
penses entailed. The Seeretary of Agri-
culture agreed that Dr, Knapp should
take charge of the work in other States
than Texas and Louisiana, in which he
had been carrying on the campaign
against the boll weevil, and the General
Board of Education paid the bills, the
appropriations for that purpose since
1906 amounting to about $1,000,000.
The results of this work are extremely
interesting, What tbe investment has
meant in doilars and cents in incalcu-
lable, but of far greater importance is
the effect that it has had on-the popu-
lation in stimulating them to make n
better use of their opportunities and
facilities and in raising the tone of the
communities in which they live.

Two hundred and sisteen men are now
gupervising farm work in the South and
ghowing the farmer how he may make
his acres more productive with less work

add to the comfort of the home and find
greater zest and variety in their lives.
At present about twenty thousand farm-
ors are following the improved methods
to which they have been introduced by
the demonstrators.

The work has been so wisely done that
there is no resentment againat the stran-
gor who comes in to show a man who
has farmed in the old fashioned way
how to better his methods. Indeed. the
agent is not a stranger in the land.  Usu-
ally he is connected with the State uni-
versity or some other college, or with the
local experiment station,

Influence Widespread.

The influence of these distributive
agencies does not stop with the direct
lossons given to the 20,000 farmers.
These in turn pass it on to their neigh-
bors, and it is estimated that there are
now in the South almost 200,000 farm-
ers who have felt the influence of this
new agricultaral doctrine and practice
and are applying it on their farms,

So evident is the effeet of the props-
ganda that it has come to the attention
of the Farmers' Union of the Southern
States and been commended by them and
by the press generally in that part of the
conntry.

€ [t is not only in the South that thene
instructions are needed.  In sueh North-

methods of conservation and of good
i bR RO TR i
il Kt

PR

fil

ern States as Meine and New

Hamp-

and how the women of the family may.

OR

shire, where the farmers have failed to
keep pace with the agricultural develop-
ment of the day and in consequence find
it difficult to wrest a lving from the
goil, the General Idueation Doard has
come to the rescue and is paying for the
services of sxperts to carry the gospel ot
bettor ereps &) a more gencrous stand-
ard of living thro the raral dJistricts,
This home missionary ek of
most practical sort,
¢ « Boys’ Corn Clubs.

Waatever may be done to introduce
new methods among the farmers who
have long becone aceustomed to the un-
profitable ways of tilling the soil and
raising live stock, and amongz the women
who are prone to follow the traditions
of their family and neighborhood, is set
down as a guin to be thankful for, but
the groat hope of those who Lihor uider
the direetion of the Bonrd is in the boys
and girls who arve eager for the new
things that their elders often aceept
with  reluctance,  The - demonstration
work among the boys of the public
scliools has met with tremendous re-
sponge.  The Boys' Corn Clubs have
made themselves famous,  The report of
the General Edueation Board states that
approximately 91,000 boys of twelve
years old and upward are learn-
ing by doing. Instead of studying out
agriculture in text books they are per-
forming practical work on their fathers'
farms, these experiments being made the
basis of their work in the schools. Not
only is this a far more effective way, but
the personal element of getting results
contributes an interest that no ordinary
cluss room work can exert.

Corn was selected for demonstration
beeaupe it is a plant that can be prof-
itably produced in all parts of the United
States.  Ifurther, almost all boys who
live in the country have a knowledge of
it and so do not find it a difficult sub-
ject. The social end also appeals strong:
Iy to boys who have féw opportunities
in that line, Rallies are held in court
houses. at country fairs dand in other
plices eonvenient of necess for the seat-
tered corn growers, and the interchange
of idens I.u us helpful to the boys ns to
older farmers. In arder to promote s
friendly rivalry prizes of trips to Wash
ington, where it sometimes hnppens they
may scé the President; gold watehos, o
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buggy, a good strong plough, ecash, a colt,
a registered ealf, books on agriculture
tand horticulture and other things worthy
of any Loy's best efforts are of fered.
The names of the boys belonging to
these clubs ave sent to the authorities
shington, who will see that they

rece
cireulars of instruetion in re
seleetion, the preparation
fertilization and cultivation.

The General Edueation Bonrd recog-
nizes that it is as important to educate
i the girls of the South along practical
| housckewping und economic lives as it is
to make good farmers of their brothers,
The orgunization of girls' cinls began in
Virginin and South Carolina in 10,
the ayowetl objects being “to stimulate
interest and  wholesome  co-operation
among members of the family in the
Lome; to provide some means by which
the girls may earn money at home, and
at the same time get the education and
viewpoint necessary for the ideal farm
life ; to encourage rural families to pro-
vide purer and better food at a lower
cost and to utilize the surplus aud other-
wise waste products of the garden and
orchards: to furnish teachers with a
device for helping their pupils and their
communities.”” Iu the first year that the
clubs were organized there were 325
gitls enrolled.  Now there are more than
thirty-three thousand in the fourteen
Southern States.

Girls Cultivate the Tomato.

Just as the boys had made corn the
staple end of their agricultural eefforts,
g0 the tomate was taken as the most
promising vegetable on which the girls
could concentriite thefr attention, al-
though they were encouraged to plant
other vegetables in their gardens. A
teuth of un acre was decided upon as a
good average size for the gardens, As
the boys ave advised to foed the corn
thit they grow on the farm wherever it
is practicable, so the girls are urged to
can he fruit and vegetaliles that they
raise so that their families aeed oot
by wny cauned goods in the course of
the year. Agents employed by the Gen-

rd to seed
the soil,

of

I
k
x
|

!

I
|
|

eral Edueation Boawd instroct the gi
in the best way to prepaee the vogetables
and froit and sl tham o
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rwise mak

in addition

ing their work attracdve

to supplymng the home girls find that
they ean soll enongh every year to make
a good addition to their small incomes.
The eans always bear the label, *T'o

club.
Sometimes

the work is

from fime to time bulletins and | with the same sort of primitive outfit

that was used in the dayz of our grand- ‘
methers, The boiling and  stewing is '
¢one in a big kettle hung over a fire out |
of doors, the stirring with a long handled |
homemade implement. Under the tre |
the girls prepare the fruit and vegata- |
Lles, and when they arve ready put them
into the cans and jars waiting on long
homemade tables. Of course, it is posei-
ble to have the products thus prepared
quite as good as those put up in modern
ways, but very soon the girls becomea
cager to obtain the up to date, labor
soving' devices and they make enough
to pay for them,
Clubs Develop Personality.

The effect of these clubs upon the per-
sonality of the girls is remarkable. The
pictures in the possession of th® General
Eduocation Boayd ‘would show it, even if
they did not have the reports from the
workers in the field to verify it. New
ambitions, new interests wake up the
shiggish and curb the reckless. ILocked
away in the archives of the Board is the
report of a bad girl whom the other
menbers of the club looked at askance
when she joined it. The girl, finding a
useful outlet for her energy, won many
prizes and to-day, attractive and useful,
ie one of the best examples of what the
canning clubs do for girls in the South,
Her latest picture is hung conspicuonsly
where visitors may see the vegetablos she
has raised and the prize winning cans
that she has put up.

It must be understood that the activi-
ties of the cannipg and pouliry clubs are
by no means linmited to manual labor,
Aside from the fact that ehemistry and
exactness and all sorts of seientific
Knowledge ave learned in the application
of their principles, the members of the
clubs keep nce ords of their ex-
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te compositions abont what th
have learned. aid thus eombine literaey
training  with that of sclenti study

and analysis,  Sometimes their ~enthu-

mitke the best butter,” the motto of the ,
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wasm finds expression in verse.
to the Womato Club Kong, su
the Wilkinson County (Miss.
be sung to the tune of “Diixie' i—
Tomato Club Gong.
Tomato seed and loamy bottom
Make you wealthy, if you've got 'em,
Plant away, plant away, plant away,
tomato girvls!
Cateh the worms and wateh the weather,
Working one and ali together.
I'lant away, plant away, plant away,
tomato girls!

{ Chorus.
For the canning clubs of Dixie,
Hooray! Hooray!
in Dixie land we'll take sur stand
To live and can in ixte,
Away, away, away down South in Disie.

Now piek yoar fruit and quit your plan-
" nin'y
Aprons on and srart to canunin’,
Can awsy, (an away, can away, to-
mato el !
Ther stack 'wem on the shelf, O Honey
Faeh can raeans some r
Can away, can away,
mato givis!

can away, to-

y customer, step up and try ‘em, ¢ i
e ‘em ouce, you've got to buy ‘em.
Secll away, sell away, sell away, tomato
givls!
The canning girl; you'll not forget hey;

¢ money, Fi

l

Makes the best a little better.
Sell away, sell away, sell awny,
girlg!
Another phase of the wors ¢one by the
General Edueation Board s, escap'tiea

tomato
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ville, Tenu,, which is to be opored this
ginmer 1 which D fauttrick oad Mre
IMlexner visited on their recont tiip, " nie

1 ooffer to students who wish to
make teaching their professien
portunitios for wiich they now
go to the
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ew York city
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feature of the eollege

will be the Scaman A, Knapp Sehiool
and Farm, » ¢ for Dr. Knopp. whose

is hed for his farm dem
tration in the South.  ‘The
hnot s a8 o memorinl 1o

hine and his work. Tt will deliberately
sct itsell the task of helpinz the jresent
and foture dwellers fa the country to
mnke wore money, to become more ofs
ficient  producezs nnd  wnte  economie
citizens,




