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‘n almost  superstitious
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Are you sure—?"
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ves narrowed reflects

t the two stared at
pped sil e

yone when

r head. “Not
; was locke
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and the whole force working over-
time, would be
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From Ner brown curls and spark-
ling ¢ to her slim ankles
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and genuine, Be-
posed she’- wa b

That may

“It's Spirits, Miss Bradon!”
Adams Gasped

Juley's girlhood chum.
he boy was always good to me
isited his mother,” Aunt

uld cost unbelie-
Aunt Juley hadn't provided
r that, and Laura was saving eve-

a total stranger, the most ex-
presenet she had ever even
of buying.

“Wwith my first of December che-
que I'm going to send it to the
clockmakers,” she told Bertha and
Bob, her two best friends.

But one morning just before that

“Once upon a time, Tommy, there
waos a little boy who ate too much
pudding and he burst.”

“There’'s no such thing as too
much pudding, mother.”

“Then, why did the
burst?’

“Not enough boy! mother,
me ancther helping, please.”

little  boy

Give

Laura had missed the old clock! It
was an awiul feeling. She couldn't
believe ib, Neither could Mrs, Ad-
ams, the caretaker's wife,

“It's spirits, Miss Bradon!” Mrs.
Adams gasped. “Your dead ain't
ganna see that clock leave the fam-
ily! Past week I've had a feelin—"

Laura dldn't listen to Mrs. Ad-
ams’ sincere but terrifying theories

It must have been stolen. But,
by whom? A stranger couldn't slip
unnoticed into Culver where every-
body knows everybody else.

“And”, Bob reasoned as he and
Laura talked it aver the next day,
“Culyer people don't go in for anti-
ques.”

“Then, too," Laura added, “there

“40, Rtobert Howard! Yoeu!—A Com-
mon  Thicfl”

y of hreak

d known the Adam-
1o be certain they
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o't you worry,” he ad-
ying to trace this

“don't worry.”

had ar-
She

ething so strange

a’'s nerves tight-

to find out about
t she det ed.

When Bob waited, as he always
did to stroll the seven blocks to her
cormer, he exclaimed: “Laura, you
are pale! You ought to gat more
help during Christmas week. Id
help free of charge—"

“It's ‘a'gin the law,’ Bob. Thanks
v." Laura smiled into " his
eyes.
Bobh was

anyw

tall and gtraight and
good-looking. He'd been practising
law in Culvér for almost a year and
Culver people were saying, “At last
there’s a fellow good  enough for

T it's funny he'd settle

r's got to start in a very
small place,” Bob explained to Lau-
ra,

But Bob never intimated to her
that che was more to him than a
very good friend. And Laura tried
to make herself regard him in as

Three nights, without telling eith
er Bob or Bertha, Laura had hid-
den in her office.

Then it had happened. The light
burning over the safe had thrown
everything into grotesque shadow.
Great heaps of Christmas packages
became vague ghe Into that si«
lence, a sound! Laura drew back,
The door had opened!

Slowly a circle of light advanced
Behind it g shadow, 16 reached her
desk. Laura suppressed a scream,
She switched on & light.

In horror and amazement, the
two faced each other—-speechless,
He dropped his flashlight,

Laura’s lips trembled from &
sudden deep hurt,

“So, Robert Howard! Youl—A
common thief!"”

"Laura--1"

“Tell me, now, about my clock,,
You'rs the only person—" A2
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when ' Cyrenius
Syria.

one into his own city.

David.

for themn in the inn.

8 And there were in the

by night.

and they were sore af ratd,

“A]l right.® The man before her
tightened his jaw.

“How did you get in?”

“hat night you left your purse
in my car. 1 had keys copied after
yours—I—I'm really Ernest Ham-
ilten,"

Laura gasped.
it—2"

“after you'd told me
were saving, and I saw how deter:
mined you were to kecp your pro-
mise, I thought I'd get it restored,
pay the bill, and return it without
your. ever knowing who'd done i,
I couldn’t bear to have you spend
your money that way—"

“But—!"

“You said, once, the old des
ion of the clock was in ¥
It's all done now but one d

ed over

“Then why steal
how . you
year or

He nc

Laura

ND it came to pass in those
A days, that there went out a

decree from Caesar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed.

2 And this taxing was first nade
was governor

3 And all went to be taxed, every

4 And Joseph also went up from
Galilee out of the City of Nazareth,
into Judea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because
he was of the house and lineage of

5 To be taxed with Mary his
espoused wife being great with child,,

6 And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered,

7 And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid him in a
"manger; hecause there was no room

country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their

9 And lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them; and the glovy of
the Lord shone round about them :

ver as—"

ed into his

your Aunt's will.”
“No. The lawyer said

that it be shown to no one for a

of it. Sh

Hamilton will marry m

14 Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward
men.

15 And it came to pass, as the
angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one
to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which
has come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us.

same

flock

The First Christmas

10 And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day,
of in the city of David, a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto
you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.

13 And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host, praising God, and saying.

16 And they came with haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the
babe lying in a manger.

77 And when they had scen it,
they made know abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this

child.

Lawra's© face.
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read,
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wondered

18 And all they that heard it
at those things
were told them by the shepherds.

was trying to find it for the man.
Utibelief and relicved hope play-
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Ernest Hamilton, why come to Cul-

Resolutely the young man reach-
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‘eves, “I couldn’t even ask you un=
til that year was up. I wanted you
to know that I didn't—"

Again Laura's heart sang. The
radlance which retwins to youth so
easily 1'tvrleciccl in her eyes. -

“Bob!” her heart spoke the name,
“11l be busy Christmas, but what
plans have you for the Sunday be=
fore New Year's?”

“Why, none———T1—"

She threw back her head and
smiled a happy cager smile. Neith«
er have I!"

t Hamilton stood bewilder-
noment. Then over his
come facz moved the
groat  happi-

. “Laural

s his own

heart, too, whicl
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' memoration of

Child who came to

the spirit of & little
earth many centur-

jes ago and received homage and gifts
from wise men. For this season the
complexities and perplexities of life are
dropped as if they were the old coats of
oldyeus,mdallotusglndshmlnt
and glad and young in the presence of
a New Year. For this season we join,
therefore, in the spirit of children, if we
are wise, and share with them the sim-
ple Joys of gifis and give the homage
that s due to their young purity.

MANY RIVALS
OF HOLLY

ey

Australia Has None of the Real

Plant But Plenty of Sl!bﬂlhlm
Abound

Even in England they have more

- at least than a dozen different va-

rloties of holly, and the world ab
farge has no fewer than 145 specles
of this tree.

Australia is the only inhabited
continent which has no holly—no
true holly, that is to say. Yet Aus-
tralia has a substitute, & shrub cal-
ted “native holly” which grows in
Victoria and New South Wales. It
is not an ilex, but its leaves are hol-
ly like, and it is used very exten-
sively for Christmas decorations.

Ivy is another plant which does
not flourish in Australia as it does
in England, though in the hills you
find a kind of ivy with odd, wing-
shaped leaves. But the housewife
preparing for her vuletide show
has no true holly or ivy-to hang on
the walls, ,

wet there is no lack of greenstuff
for Christmas decoration in the
Australian ~ Commonwealth. #The
favorite plant is the she-oak, the
tops of which are uesful for feed-
ing cattle in times of drought, and

there is also “celery-top” with  its

big, handsome leaves, and the var-
jous pines such as the Huon and
King William ‘pine, and Acacia is
also popular.

New Zealand has an ivy trce, .a
real tree with a good stiff trunk of
its own, stout branches and large
evergreen leaves. - If you want its
botanical name, this is Panax Co-
lensof, and it is found in both the
North and South Islands. 7

A favorite plant for Christmas
decorations in Australia is the Mac-
quarie Harbor Vine, which is a na-
tive of Tasmania, but is grown in
Australia and New Zealand. It has
a currant like fruit, with a delicate
acid flavor, which is used for mak-
ing tarts, puddings and preserves.
The long, graceful branches make
beautiful and distinctive decora-
tions.

The Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree is supposed

by great numbers of people to have

originated in Germany, but the
Christmas tree came in the first in-
stance from Egypt, ahd its origin
datas from a period much ~earlier
than the Christian era, The palm
tree is known to put forth a branch
every month, and a spray of this
tree with 12 shoots on it was used
in Egypt at the time of the winter
solstice as a symbol of the comple-
ted year.

The Christmas Wreath

With holly and ivy
So green and so gay
We deck up our houses
As fresh as the day.

With bays and rosemary
And laurel complete,
And everyone now
Is a king in conceit.
—Old Carol, 1695,

' rite is as follows:

CHRISTMAS
CANDLES

Symbolic Of The Star Seen by Wise
Men In the East

The candle is the true symbol ot
Christmas. Its flickering- taper
shinjng on the sill of the city house
or the country cottage sends out
the message of “peace on earth”
quite as much as the chime of Chr-
{stmas bells, No Christmas tree i8
complete until the candles, whether
of wax or of electric lights, have
been fastened to its boughs.

A charming elderly lady gives
each child in the neighborhood eve=
ry. year a “Twelfth Night” candle.
This is a very large cathedral can-
dle, whieh is to be lighted on Christ
mas night cwe and placed on the
window sill set in a wreath of holly
and so placed that its flame burns
at the —center of & Christmas made
wreath hanging in the window. It
is then kept burning every evening
until the eve of Twelfth Night, Jan-
uary 5th. The Twelfth Night eve,
the unburned portion of the candle
and all the Christmas greens are
placed in the open fireplace and
consumed, this ending the Christ-
mas season.

The signiticance of this pretty
The candle is
symbolic of the star which the Wise
Men saw in the East, and it is kept
shining through the 12 days during
which the Wise Men were following
the star on their - journey to the
manger where the young Child lay.

Children especlally love this beau
tiful custom of having a lighted
candle represent the Christmas
star, and in some of the homes, ete.
where the Twelith Night candle is
kept burning, each child cares for
the candle for an evening, all taking
tums. The candle is lighted, the
wreath lowered to encircle its flame
and when the child goes to bed it
is his duty to blow the candle out.

Santa is Up-to-Date

Some Day May Use Radio Energy
to Distribute His Gifts

Santa Claus is a decidedly - pro~
gressive old chap. He keeps strict-
ly abreast of the times, and in his
work employs only modern-day me-
thods. Once he went ploddln§ ov=
er the fields in a sleigh no faster
than reindeers could gallop. It took
him a long time, but he managed

. to make the rounds.

Then came the putomobile. SBanta
got a big red one and hitched his
trailers on behind. He could get
around “faster. He carried bigger
loads, got to more homes and made
more children happy. When air-
planes flew over 'the North' Pole
Santa got another idea. He believed
that planes would be better for his
long trips and for skipping from’
housetop to housetop., He is hardly
bullt for an air pilot but nobody
flies faster nor farther than plump
old Santa.

He does not fancy zeppelins, but
he s sure that in another year or
two he may 'he able to broadcast
Christmas to children by radio
As goon as carriers are invented to
{ly through the air, directed and

A Christmas Wish

*“Puddings steaming, candles glea=
ming,
Branches weighted down.
Christmas on the farms and rane-
ches!
Christmas in the town!
Christmas on the mountain rid-
ges!
Christmas on the sea!
May your Christmas Day be mer«
Ty
‘Wheresoe'er you be!”

ded by radio energy, old Santa
will sit on his mountain of north<
ern ice and broadcast an up-to-date
Christmas to all the world,

When are three clubs impossible?
When one heart gives way to dia-
monds, ’




