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stroyed at one blow the contract made with the
John Inglis Company. In addition, it is now
known (and it is so stated in the Royal Commis-
sion report) that the Departrient of Defense
used every weapon at its command to enforce
the cooperation of the British Government in
that coniract Yet, in the face of that report,
the Minister of Defense sets forth his apologia
to the House ot Commons that the exact con-
trary is the case. How can this be defended?”

some facts have been made known regarding a
contract for 18-pounder and 4.5 inch howitzer
shells, granted by the Department of Defense to
the Montreal Construction Supply and Equip-
mcr;t Co'mpag‘y. The contract was, apparently, a
trial order. The compat, was to set up what “ Py »

might be called “a pilot plant. Some :i the lowed “the bad tradition of the Hapsburgs.” It
equipment was supplied by the Government and
the contract was made on a cost-plus basis and
Dr. Manion very properly asked why this com-
pany was chosen to do the work when other
¢ompanies, with actual experience in shell-mak-
ing, were left out in the cold. It then appeared
that the company was chosen—not by the inter-
departmental committee which was set up to
provide all the proper safeguards—but by the
Department of Defense. Why? Nobody knows.
It looks like the Bren gun case all over again,”

satisfactorily, the Free Press concludes, “it is
certain that public discussion of the whole ques-
tion will continue unabated.”

fon in the
Premier King doffed his customary mantle of
modesty and made this interesting observation:
“May I say that since the war I have been be-
fore the Canadian people five times, and four ing with the finer Australian types, or for use |Not even a first
out of the five times 1 have been returned as Trenches? Ca

Prime Minister.”

Record, boasted with rhetorical disregard for
the record. In the five
which he has led the Liberal party, he emerg-
ed twice with'a majority, and three times in a
minority. In one of those elections, that of 1025,
he suffered personal defeat in his own con-
stituency.

ficial réturns, one finds that in 1921 the Lib-
erals were in a minority of one; that they lack-

ed 22 of a majority and were 15 behind “the | pared with 1937, evidently due to the re-
Conservatives in 1925; that they had a  clear

abnormal majority over all in 1935,
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Peace With Honour

other party to the transaction has
solemn pact, is it reason, asks a contemporary,

*The Strongest Memory is Weaker than|to condemn him if the best laid plans go astray

the Weakest Ink.”
THURSDAY, MARCH, 23, 1939

through no fault of his own? If he has kept
the faith himself—and who dare deny he has?
—that honour, which he brought, is still intact

Defense Policy Denounced

Recently an article appeared in the Winnipeg
Free Press, leading Liberal newspaper, written
by a staff member with special knowledge of
aviation problems. In it was set forth, in guard-
ed language, the extreme dissatisfaction felt in
aviation circles with the conduct of the Depart-
ment of Defense. It was also stated that this
dissatisfaction had reached such a pitch that it
was generally believed that the honorary ad-
visory committee on air defense had urged upon
the-Prime Minister the need of replacing his
Minister of Defense.

“Mr. King's denial that such a communication
had reached him will be at once accepted,” says
the Free Press, “but Mr. King must surely
still feel the need of taking the action that
seems most fitting to him in order to re-establish
the confidence in the Department which is now
fast disappearing. His statement unfortunately
did not do that. Public confidence has been
badly shaken and it has been shaken at the very
point at which, in the light of the con-
tinuing crisis in Europe, it is most needed.”

According to the Free Press article, the ap-
parent decision of the Department of Defense
is to purchase only planes of British design,
when even the British themselves are buying
planes of U. S. design from sources of supply
much nearer us and more available than those
actually selected. The result is that we hdve not

yet got the machines. In addition there is the
apparent determination of the department to buy
only British Bristol engines (which are being
delivered at a higher cost per unit than similar
engines built in Canada or the United States)
through an agency headed by a close personal
friend of the Minister.,

“When these facts are set side by side by
the inability of the Minister to explain his policy
in terms other than those of personal abuse of
his questioners,” says our Winnipeg Liberal
contemporary, “the various conclusions boil
themselves down to a very general feeling that
there should be a shake-up of a drastic kind in
the administration. of our whole Defense De-
partment.”

Returning to the Bren gun inquiry, the Free
Press says: “It is abundantly clear, looking
back at the record, that in that case the House
of Commons was denied, by every form of
parliamentary subterfuge, access to information
which, had it been made public, would have de-

Again: “Since these revelations were made,

Until these and other questions are answered

/

Mr. King’s Record

In the course of a verbal clash with Dr, Man-
House of Commons

Mr. King, comments the Sydnéy Post
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} duction in_the supply of bacon hogs, especially in
ad over all in 1926 that they fell 49 below | western Canada, following a shortage of feed
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are the main difficulty facing importers of Can-
adian bacon in Scotland,” states Mr. Johnson. |pain
King becarmie the leader of a Goveriment | “T
. Indepenident House support following | months, then sunslies get scarce, and traders are
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in his possession. The victim of a fraud is cer-
tainly no partner to the crime.
Those who sneer to-day that “Britain has lost
her honour” might inwardly digest the sig-
nificance of one sonnet Wordsworth wrote,
whose words endure, because they are truth:

“Say what is Honour? 'Tis the finest sense
Of Justice which the human mind can frame,
Intent each lurking frailty to disclaim,

And guard the way of life from all offence
Suffered or done. When lawless violence
Invades a realm, so pressed that, in the scale
Of perilous war, her mightiest armies fail,
Honour is hopeful elevation—whence

Glory and triumph. With politic skill
Endangered states may yleld to terms unjust;
Stoap their proud heads, but not unto the dust—
A Foe’s most favourite purpose to fulfill;
Happy occasions oft by self-mistrust

Are forfeited; but infamy doth kill.”

Does this not apply to-day, when battles are
won without clash of arms, and conquests made
by ruthless threat of might?
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The annual St. Patrick’s snow storm has tied

of this we have a Truck at your disposal. When your
load reaches the edge of the town kindly telephone:
the office No. 212 and we will arrange to meet you.
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Nomination is euly half the battle. Afterwards
the public speaks its mind, Popularity based on
quality nominated our tobacco long ago as a

@ candidate for tobacco honors. Be-

cause it fulfills all promises of
flavor and purity it continues to
lead all chewing tobaccos in all
Island polls. ;
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