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Proposed Highway Conference

It has been announced by Rt. Hon. C. D.
Howe that a Dominion-Provincial conference will
be called to discuss the construction of a trans-
Canada highway. .The date of this important
meeting was not indicated, but the Minister
stated that such data and information as is es-
sential to the conference has been gathered, and
that the Government is “seized with the econom-
ic importance” of this long-promised project.

In Prince Edward Island the proposed high-
way is expected to run from Borden through
what is known as the Bradford and Big Clear
roads to the Tryon road. According to Hon. Mr
Barbour, Provincial Minister of Public Works and
Highways, this project would greatly facilitate
traffic between Albany and Victoria, Tryon and
adjoiring centres and would have special advan-
tages in the matter of winter snow clearance. It
will involve acquiring a section of land between
Borden and the Cape Traverse road on the south-
ern side of the railway.

The trans-Canada highway should also in-
clude construction of the Brighton Bridge. As
intimated by Mr. Barbour two years ago, plans
for this bridge have been prepared and some
borings taken. Nothing has since been done in
the matter, but it is to be hoped that at the
forthcoming Dominion-Provincial conference this
project will be strongly pressed by our Island rep-
resentatives. It is one which already has the
support of the Conservative Party, and the Gov-
ernment need fear no Opposition criticism on
this point.

Frank Walker

New Defense Plans

That a serious view of the world sifual_*ion
is taken at Ottawa is evidenced by the appoint-
ment of a “co-ordinator of civil defense plan-
ning” in the person of General F. F. Wor!:hing-
ton. The main task of the co-ordinator will be
to supervise the creation of plans for civil de-
fense which could be placed in operation if war
became imminent. It was indicated that he will
travel extensively, checking on vulnerable spots
and advising local authorities on what to ex-
pect if the international situation grows tense.
The announcement said that the first step
would be to plan for co-ordination of Federal
departments that would be involved in civil defense
—Defense, Health and Justice. The next step
would be to decide and arrange the part pro-
vincial and municipal authorities would play in
on emergency. Government sources emphasize
that these are precautionary measures merely,
taken “partly for morale, partly for strategic
reasons.”

Certainly no one will accuse the Government
of being unduly extravagant in initiating meas-
ures of this kind. Should the defense plans
prove unnecessary, the expenditures can be
written off as an insurance premium. The ap-
pointment of General Worthington to  head
these activities is also to be commended. His
career indicates that he is not only an ex-
perienced soldier, but a very capable and bril-
liant one. Canadian Press refers to him as
“one of the pre-war officers whose ideas about
tanks first seemed unorthodox and then became
the essence of orthodoxy in the last war” That
is as good a recommendation as one could wish
for a defense co-ordinator.

Vox Popull!

One of the reasons advanced by a member
of the Provincial Government for supporting
the abolition of Latin in the public schools was
that Latin was an unpopular subject, and the
Government should not go against public opin-
ion. By the same token, it is proposed that the
study of Shakespeare be abolished in the public
schools of Toronto. This has been suggested as
an oftermath to the disgraceful behaviour of
secondary year students at special performan-
ces of Macbeth and Hamlet given for their bene-
fit. A member of the Advisory Vocational Com-
mittee of the Board of Education argues that
as the students evidently do not like Shakespeare,
it would be a waste of time to teach them to
appreciate his plays.

This inspires the following ironic comment
from the Globe and Mail:

“There is something in the suggestion, as
everybody . will agree. Some of us did not like
algebra, and we could never understand the de-
termination of our elders that we should wade
through it and even pass an examination ot
the end of the year. There are not a few to
whom history is an abomination, and others
find grammar insufferable. If there is any chance
of the suggestion being taken up, it should not
be limited to Shakespeare alone. Why not take
a poll of the students to find out what other
subjects might be dropped because of their un-
popularity?

"It is easy to see how much could be saved
if this policy were put into effect. The salaries
of the teachers concerned could either be saved,
or divided among the others who were unlucky
enough to have populor subjects, like football. In
fact, if a large enough number of subjects were
unpopular, we migth be able to close the schools
altogether. That would be a great relief to the
Property Owners’ Association, because then there
would be no more nonsense about school taxes,
or pampering the pupils with too much equip-

is just around the corner —all because of = a

Why Canada Imports Butter

One reason why Canada has been forced
to afrange for large imports of butter—aside
from the fact that the manufacture and sale
of a healthful and palatable substitute is still
forbidden—may be simply ascertained, says the
Kingston Whig-Standard. Before arrangements
were made for importing approximately 15,000,-
000 pounds of butter, discussion of reasons for
the shortage were heard everywhere. There were
complaints about the high price, arguments
about the predicted shortage. There would have
been even more complaints if the commodity
were not still under a ceiling, and the reason
the ceiling remains may be found in some figures
recently made public. They show the approxi-
mate average return to a farmer for one hun-
dred pounds of milk, when used for various pur-
poses, as follows:

Fluid milk . ieriieiiaiieens $4.02
lce cream 2000000000000 veee.. 307
Condensories, €tc. ........coeeneinn 297
Fluid cream .... 2.95

Cheese
Butter .....
The answer may be, and probably is, that
milk as a beverage has become more popular
than ever before in the history of its sale. We
do not know whether the various campaigns ex-
tolling the hecithfulness of milk as a beverage
and food are responsible, but it seems obvious |
that millions of gallons are now being drunk
which hitherto were diverted to other purposes.
It was once exceptional to hear a person call for
milk to accompany breaktast, lunch, dinner or
snack; today it is commonplace. And since Can-
ada’s cows have apparently failed to keep up
with this change in habits, the nation must
import butter.

EDITORIAL NOTES

The S.S. Prince Edward !sland is in Mon-
treal being overhauled.
* * * L
Sunshine and shower still in evidence here
while smow falls elsewhere.
» * *

There are prospects of a trade in canned
meat for Israeli being developed here at Summer-
side.
L] * * *
A nice daily trade of 50 gallons of oysters
for Montreal has been developed through the
enterprise of Charlottetonians.
* * " *

Candidates are being sought for the forth-
coming Federal election, though it be still fun-
certain whether it ““be this year, next year, or
sometime later.”

L] L .

Everyone in the newspaper business and
elsewhere must be wondering what was the secret
Lord Beaverorook learned on how to stop wor-

rying.

L

Trade is being predicted by the Business
Agents Association, Toronto, to continue good
for at least-nine years. By that time the pros-
pects of war -will have disappeared or—realized.

" * * *

Rolling troop convoys on New Brunswick

roads are reminiscent of wartime, but the state

of preparedness which they indicate is the best

guarantee that we will not again drift into war.
L ] * * *

Nova' Scotia ts taking another step fore-
ward with the establishment of a plant at East-
ern Passage to service and later build Fairley
aircraft for the Royal Canadian Navy.

L * * *

Finance Minister Abbot told an audience
that taxes will be reduced by the Federal Gov-
ernment as soon as circumstances justify a re-
duction. As the financial situation has long
justified greatly reduced toxation the Minister
must have been referring to political circum-

stances.
D A

There will be much sympathy for the Trades
and Labour Congress in its aims to improve the
lot of seamen in Canadian vessels, but its con-
demnation of the shipping laws is another mat-
ter. For the safety of crews as well as ships so.|
called "“anti-democratic” are just and neces-
sary.
- L] L] -

It is strange in what different light people
JIcok at the various activities of government. No
one expects highways to pay their way as long
as they are of service to the community. Rail-
ways, on the other hand, however essential, are
regarded as unsuccessful unless they can show
a profit.

- - L] -

Lord Palmerston, British statesman, born
this date 1784; one of the most compromising
politicians in British parliomentary history; he
blundered in both home and foreign policy; was
censured by the House of Lords, and dismissed
by the Queen, but returned to office, and ulti-
mately became Prime Minister. He was not an
impressive personality, but was skilful and very
popular: “Die my dear doctor! That's the last
thing | shall do.”

- * *

The further embargo on steel is going to
handicap business considerably. The Canadian
Press was up agginst the steel shortage in build-
ing their new offices in Toronto, but overcame
it by using cement wherever steel would ordin-
arily be necessary. The building was straight quo-,
tation priced—no cost plus—with- a specified
date for handing over, and the contractors lived
up in both mpect: to rh’eir'updertoking..

*

Mr. Fred T. Parker, manager of the traffic
ond customs department of Canadian Industries
Limited predicts that freight rates in the East
may be increased and in the West reduced. This
is another warning that the Island needs some-
one responsible for watching our interests in
this field. Left to their own devices the railways
keep rates low where they have to meet competi-

simple suggestion from o member of the Ad-

tion and make up the loss where they have the
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This column is open to the
i i y correspondent
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
ily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.
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NEGLECTED TIGNISH

Sir,—What is wrong with the
present Government? Tignish pro-
per and surrounding country have
at least two thousand citizens.
They have neither a medical doc-
tor nor a dentist. If the unfin-
ished project, the paved highway
connecting Tignish and Alberton,
was complete, the snow-plough
cculd keep the road open during
the winter months and then anx-
ious people would be able to get
to the Western Hospital in Alber-
ton.

The people are engaged in the
lobster industry, seed potatoes and
moss, which makes it one of the
most prosperous sections of the
Island. They have numerous cars
end it seems a great injustice that
these people have not a paved
road which is only a distance of
six miles. The Tignish people are
now in a precarious position, es-
pecially when the roads begin to
break up in the spring. Should
an emergency operation arise they
are helpless martyrs.

I am, Sir, etec.,
A SYMPATHIZER.

DUCK SHOOTING EASTP
Sir,—I noted with particular in-
terest the reference in “Hunter's
Corner” to the bright prospects
for duck shooting in the coming
season. From personal ,observat-
fons at the numerous haunts in
Eastern King's I am happy to
agree with your columnist that
the wild duck population appears
to be increasing mmost satisfactor-
ily. However, for the duck hunter
in Eastern Kings the matter of
this increase will contribute little,
if any, to his enjoyment of this
sport. After the first salvo on
opening day few birds are to be
found outside the confines of
Black Pond sanctuary. The mass
flight of wild ducks to this safety
zone causes one to marvel at their
instinet of self-preservation.

I recall that when the duck
population was dwindling rapidly
all hunters felt something should
be done to ald in their conservat-
fon and it was at that time the
sanctuary at Black Pond was es-
tablished. Since then, the Eastern
hunters have been content to sac-
rifice thelr season’s sport. The use
o! the lakes and ponds in this
area as duck hatcheries and the

t safe bly of the
grown birds at Black Pond for
their annual migration to the
South has, no doubt, been a gen-
erous response from the Fastern
gunners.

They now feel that over a per-
fod of years their contribution to
this cause has been out of pro-
portion to that asked of sports-
men in other parts of the Island.
In view of the above facts T am
far from satisfled as to the jus-
tice of continuing this sanctuary
in our midst, After many lean

their former visiting companions
long for the day when they will
have the opportunity to enjoy
fhis great out-door, sport in a som-

I be-
will

hunters of the Province.
leve the “Hunter’s Corner”
agree, that if sanctuaries,
from the National Park, must be
maintained to ensure a reasonable
margin of increase, in all fairness
another section of the Province
should be selected and the pres-
ent one at Black Pond dlscontin-
ued. Otherwise we of the East
might as well auction our guns

field to themselves.

years the Bastern hunters and

mon privilege with their fellow

apart

She Wasn’t Hanged

(The New York Herald Tribune)

The Ilse Koch case generates
some rather sober thoughts. When
the news came out that the lifc
sentence of §'se Koch, the world

celebrated “iitch of Buchenwald”,
had been commuted to four yeais
by the American military authorit-
ies, a storm of indignation went up
from six continents. Everybody
“knew” that Ilse Koch was the ver-
verted woman who had made lamp
shades out of the skins of Buchen-
wald prisoners whom she had sel
ected for destruction because of the
tattooing they bore. That the sent-
ence of this fiend should be com-
muted instantly took on a political
significance, and columns have been
poured out implying that the Am-
erican authorities in Germany who
were responsible for the reduction
of this sentence were putting theii
political sympathies for Nazi react-
ion above the claims of justice.

. L] .

Yet in all the uproar (and it has
consumed many more newspaper
columns than were ever given orig-
inally to the facts of the Koch
case) almost nowhere could one
find a serious statement of the
evidence on which the Amerlcan
reviewing authorities acted.
Our correspondent, Edwin C.
Hartrich, endeavored to supply this
important deficiency. He went tu
the record. His report may not be
complete or final, but it is distuib-
ing. In essence it is that the rec-
ord contains no reputable evidence
that Ilse Koch committed the crime
attributed to her; there was a col-
lection of tattooed human skins, bui
Ilse Koch was never reliably con-
nected with it; one chief witness
admitted that he had never been
in the Koch house where he was
supposed to have seen these skins;
the very fact that another chief
witness, a Buchenwald prisoner,
was alive in 1947, and able to wive
testimony threw doubt, at least, on
the accuracy of the picture of sadis-
tic perversion which the prosecu-
tion sought to establish.
The American chief prosecutor at
the Buchenwald trial and at least
one of his aides have both publish-
ed articles, since the commuting of
the sentence, arguing that Ilse
Koch was even worse than she was
depicted at the trial, but admitting
that they only introduced a smail
part of the total weight of evidence
which they had accumulated
against her.
But, under any decent system of
justice, a court of review can look
only at the actual record, not at
what might have been introduced
if the prosecution had had more
time or had used more diligence.
What crimes Ilse Koch may in fact
have been guilty of, there is no
way of telling. On the record it
appears that what everybody
“knows” about her is actually a
misty compound of fact and large
amounts of legend, a sensational
concentration of passion and hatred
on one woman about whom no sne
really knows anything.

. . .

On this showing, the reviewing
authorities commuted the sentencc.
Perhaps the action was question-
able. Undoubtedly it tended to
blur with the allegation of “atrocity
story” all the only too well estab-
lished facts as to Nazl brutality.
That was a real risk, and one not
too lightly to be taken.

On the other hand, would it have
been wise to endorse an unproved
legend merely in order to sustain
uncontrovertible fact? One can
also argue that a commutation in
case where so much doubt actually
existed is a stronger evidence to
the essential truth and justice ot
the Allied prosecutions of Nazi
Criminals than could have beea
provided by any effort to sustain
the clearly. legendary material
which has gathered around the
case of Ilse Koch, even grant'ng
that Koch was guilty of everything
alleged against her.

such a sport as duck shooting ever
existed.
I am, Sir, ete.,

and equipment and forget that

Isle Koch And Why '

WHILE THESE REMAIN
Ngw in this precarious peace we
are gaining a little time
Against the tide of destruction.
The crash landing of one plane
may make a headline,

The burning of one building a news
item.

The dead are buried singly and
not by the hundred.

There are no sign-posts in the sky
To mark the places
Where smoke and
screaming terror
Desecrated the starlight;

No crosses on the sea

To mark the going down of men
and ships.

And the earth is covering her scars
with buttercups.

flame and

The comradeship of men-in-arms
Is fading into the unacknowledged
creG.

Of every man for himself.

We are returning to the old joys,
the old sorrows,

The old, small hates.

Where are they who dreamed of a
fair world brimming with
plenty

And people with brothers?

Some are bewlldered and silent,
Some are bitterly loud

But there are others who say:
“The fault is ours. Our dream was
not great enough,

And we forgot to pay.”.

While these remain, there is hope.

—Verna Loveday Harden in Tor-
onto Saturday night.

SWHE VA VN0

| Old Charlottetown
(And P. E. L)

SLAVERY ABOLISHED

“It seems curious,” wrote the late
Judge Warburton in his History of
Prince Edward Island, “that the
‘Act declaring that Baptism of.
Slaves shall not exempt them from
Bondage,” passed in 1781, was not
repealed until 1825, having re-
mained a blot on our statute books
for forty-four years.”
The repeal legislation, passcd
27th October, 1825, reads as follows:

“An Act to repeal an Act made
and passed in the twenty-first year
of his late Majesty’s reign, in-
tituled ‘An Act declaring that Bap-
tism of Slaves shall not exempt
them from Bondage':

“Whereas by the aforesaid act,
Slavery is sanctioned and permit-
ted within this Island, and'it i§

-

- Notes By

A brute is a man who leaves his
wife home all day long—without a
cigaret. — Kitchener-Waterloo Rec-
ord.

—

Horse sense is probably a fine
thing but it doesn't seem to have
done very much for the horses.—
Galt Reporter.

Only forty-one of 114 law stu-
dents, it's announced, passed sup-
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$180 one way). But tourist bertis
to England and France next year
are booked full through May, June
and July on most lines. Even
cabin class bunks, providing more
fresh air and a gentler ride, al.
ready are pretty well filled up. Ca.
bin fares run from $180 to $225
There's still plenty of time to Luy
first-class de luxe space,~ however,
—St. Thomas Times-Journal,

Architact

plemental inations at Osgood
Hall. What do the seventy-thrce
losers do now—launch an appeal?—

Windsor Star.

Since we have got our mew car
we do not have to walk to thc
bank to make deposits. We just
do not make any. — Brandon
Sun.

Busy boys stay out of mischief.
They are laying a good foundation
for later years. A good many of
today’s carrier boys will be among
the city’s leading citizens tomor-
row—just as many of today's lead-
ers once had newspaper routes of
their own.—Vancouver News-Her-
ald.

“Not too much sleep at night,” is
the latest recipe for longevity given
by a centenarian, The sharp dJif-
ferences of opinion on formulas for
long life have convinced us that
the only reliable guidance was giv-
en by a gentleman not long ago
who said, when asked how he man-
aged to attain such a ripe old age:
“By being born so long ago.” —
Sault Ste. Marie Star.

The story is told and fully vouch-
ed for of a Canadian lady, having
business with a senior officlal of
a leading Boston trust company,
who found this otherwise educated
man displaying an almost pathetic
lack of knowledge of Canada. To
him it was inconceivable that Can-
ada could produce peaches and
other tropical fruits and that this
nation had natural resources in
abundance which the United States
lacked almost entirely. — Sher-
brooke Record.

In our part of the province the
level of our lakes and streams und
ergoes marked fluctuation; some
of the latter almost run dry and so
do wells and cisterns. Drought is
becoming almost an annual occur-
rence and many a stream which
used to support a mill, or a series
of mills, periodically becomes dry
land. Everything points to the
extreme need or return of large
areas of this country to the forest
cover that once conserved moistu.c¢
and doled it out during the year in-
stead of allowing it to run off in
one fell swoop which also extracts
the nutriment from the soil. The
longer we delay putting such a pro-
gram into effect, we can scarcely
avoid repetition of some of the
difficulties which we are today en-
during because of our earliér folly.
—Belleville Recorder and Times.

The fear expressed a few days
ago that trans-Atlantic-—air travsl
would put the ocean liners out of
business has long since been ban-
ished—and with good reason. The
steamship lines cannot accommo-
date all those who want to go
abroad. Reservations for next sum-
mer are filling up fast. Mean-
time, next summer's airline seats
are begging. Travel agents agree
that the first round in the shipa-
vs-airplanes battle for the brisk
European trade have gone to the
steamships. Most of those desiring
to .go by ship want tourist cluss
accommodations — the minimum
price way to cross the ocean ($160-

reported that {(he
White House was the “worst fire-
trap in the country,” particularly
the second floor, which shimmies
and cracks as though haunted. The
President and his family live on
that second floor, which is bullt o
pine installed in 1816 after (the
British had burned the White
House. Other parts of the build-
ing have been shored up with steel
and concrete. If the new Congrese
appropriates the necessary million
dollars, the renovations will take
at least six months of 1949, Who-
ever is elected to the White House
won’t get to live in it for some
time. Presumably the next Pres).
dent will camp out in the Blair
House, where the State Depart-
ment now houses visiting foreign
dignitaries. The State Department,
eyeing Washington’s housing short.
age, is wondering whether to ack
distinguished visitors to bring
their own tents. — New York Her-
ald Tribune.

One is moved to marvel at the
low point to which “entertalnment”
can come when reading of the
Chicago night club proprietor who
belleves it would make “a very
wonderful act” to bring together on
the same stage a girl who is short.
ly to be pardoned for the murder
of a man, and the widow who was
thereby bereaved. The widow, it
appears, already dances for the
club patrons. The other artiste,
upon her release from prison, would
be billed as a strip tease perform-
er. Adulation of criminals as
heroes is not an unknown publie
attitude in the Chicago area — at
least it was not in the heyday ot
the mobsters who made the local
ity notorious. But it is hoped that
the macabre project envisioned by
the night club owner will run inte
a veto imposed by public opinion.
There are some things a decent
public will not condone. — Vic-
toria Times.

Unlversity students this year are
faced with increased costs. The
situation at Toronto University Is
cited as an example, There tuition
fees were increased by $50, bring-
ing a year of arts courses to $180
and englneering to $341., Text.
books cost an average of $30 for
first year students, more for stu-
dents in higher years and still
more for medical students, who pay
$20 and up_ for many of their texts.
Living costs are up, too. Those in
residence pay $300 to $400 for the
session. Single rooms average $6
a week. Then there are the meals.
The average first year student in
arts or science from out-of-town
pays out from $1,000 to $1,300, with
only a slight portion of this for re-
creation and the odd new bit of
wearing apparel. Despite this, there
is no dearth of students at Toronto
where about 15,000 are enrolled or
at other universities for that mat-
ter. The only consolation for the
Varsity student lies in the knowi-
edge that tuition at McGill is about
$100 higher in every course, and in
the United States it is even more
expensive. It costs about $2,000 a
year to send a girl to Bryn Mawr,
and about $5,000 to send a boy to
Yale or Harvard. — St. Thomas

Times-Journal.
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highly necessary that an act so
entirely at variance with the Laws
of England, and the Freedom ¢f
the country, §hould be forthwith re-
pealed, and Slavery for ever hero
after abolished in this Colony:

“Be it therefore enacted, by the
Lieutenant Governor, Council, and
Ass®mbly, that from and after the
passing hereof, the said act in-
tituled ‘An Act declaring that Bap-
tism of Slaves shall not exempt
them from Bondage,’ and eveiy
clause, matter and thing therein
contained, be, and the same |s,
hereby repealed.

“Provided always, that nothing
herein contained shall have any
effect until his Majesty's pleasure
shall be known."”

The Age-0ld Story |

The Lord is my light and my
salvation, whom shall I fear? The
Lord is the strength of my lifes of

EASTERN HUNTER.

whom shall T be afrald?
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