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“The Strongest Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest Ink.”

CHARLOTTETOWN, WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24, 1947

Christmas 1947

In the words of an old hymn, “If Christ o
thousand times in Bethlehem be born, yet till He's
born in me my soul is all forlorn.” Could this
truth but be realized in the field of national and
international affairs all the problems of rebuild-
ing our post-war civilization would simplify them-
selves. It is the essence of the Christmas mess-
age, that it is personal and individual. Men are
not saved by mass production methods.

“There is no expeditious road
To pack and label men for God,
And save them by the barrel-load.”

Hoppily Christmas Day leads us to the cen-
Wl fact of faith in terms of life, and men, in
response to it, declare that they found in Him
wnose birth they commemorate a revelation of
God. The Day, and Christianity with it, would
long ago have passed into the limbo of oblivion
if men hed only seen in the Babe of Bethlehem
one who shared our manhood and our experience
of life in this world, ond hod not also believed
that He was one with God. Men end nations
have tried to live as if the Christ had never been
born. Today we see the fruits of the world-wide
repudiation of His life and teaching. :

The timeless story of Christmas is not mere-
ly beautiful poetry. It is that, and it is the
loveliest tale that ever man has told given in
words whose simplicity is more eloquent than
anything spoken or written by the wisest of men.
But the wonder of the words, the charm of the
picture may blind us to the truth that they are
pointing us to a practical policy, to the only
way that will work in the world of men. No one
has expressed this truth more beautifully than
the poet Milton in his Ode on the Morning of
Christ's Nativity: p

- For # such holy song
Inwrap our fancy long,
‘Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold;
And speckled Vanity
Will sicken soon and die,
And leprous Sin will melt from earthly mould;
And Hell itself will pass away,
And leave her dolorous mansions to the peer-
ing day,

Yes, Truth and Justiee then

Will down return to men,

Orbed in a rainbow; and, like glories wearing,

Mercy will sit between,

Throned in celestial sheen,

With radiant feet the tissued clouds down
steering;

And heaven, as at some festival

Will open wide the gates of her high palace
hall,

It remains only to wish all our readers,
young and old, ot home and abroad, a very
Merry Christmas. == :

Livestock And Feed Grain

The third estimate of 1947 crops, issued by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics on Novem-
ber 15th, indicates that this year’s crop is less
than that of 1946 by the following amounts, by
bushels: Wheat, 70,000,000; oats, 88,500,000;
barley, 7,500,000, mixed grain, 17,331,000; corn,
4,000,000.

Western Canada’s harvest was disappoint-
ing and important areas of Ontario and Que-
bec harvested poor crops on a materially re-
duced acreage.

The Bureau’s estimate of livestock and
poultry on farms, June 1, 1947 shows increases in
cattle, hogs and poultry and decreased num-
bers of horses and sheep, Whether feed sup-
plies will be sufficient to care for this livestock
is o question which has been giving livestock
men, particularly in Eastern Canada, some con-
cern.

From a statistical comparison, it would seem
that grain for livestock feeding this year may
be about 14 per cent less than last year in re-
lation to livestock on farms, but will be about
equol . to supplies for the 1935-39 period. The
apparent supply of wheat is- down 28 per cent
from last year and 9 per cent from the earlier
period; oats are less by 17 per cént this year from
last and 8 per cent less than in the 1935-39
period. The barley situation is reversed, with
11 per cent larger supplies than last year and
111 per cent larger stocks than in the average
period.

The price relationship between livestock
and feeds has an important bearing on the
amount of grain which will be used for feed. On
October 22, 1947, price controls on oats and bar-
ley were removed and at the same time the
Government. subsidies paid on these grains when
used os feed, were discontinued. Since October
23rd, prices on the Winnipeg Grain Exchange
showed substantial increases for both oats and
barley.

On the basis of feed consuming units rep-
resented, the increase in poultry numbers in the
lost few years is an important factor in the
competition for_available feed grains. Com-
pared to the five year average horses, cattle
other than milch .cows, and sheep all show de-
creased numbers on June 1, 1947. “Other”
cottle had increased by 25 per cent, hogs by 40
per cent. Poultry numbers had risen by 50 per
cent, and to the point where they now require

 more total feed than any other stock but hogs.

Convinced by early experience, commerciai poul-
try producers have learned to use properly bal-
anced rations to a for greater extent than the
average hog producer. Additional use of pro-
teins in the hog ration would undoubtedly con-
serve consideroble amounts of high priced and
scarce .n.h this'year,

— EDITORIAL NOTES —

Tomorrow, the Day of Days, may we be in
the spirit of Christmas.
* » - -

The abolition of the excess profits tax at
the end of this year, will be the first step to-
wards restoring business to normalcy.

»* * * »

It may be said that the Stork airplane prac-
tizaily breught a child to widowed Mrs. (Canon)
Turner on her return to England by air from
the Arctic.

* * * *

Families in chimneyless homes on this
Christmas Eve had better make alternative ar-
rangements for the entry of St. Nick.

» * » *

There has been little sign of “austerity”
this Christmas except, perhaps, in the condition
of father's pocket-book.

" »

There is a tendency to regard the Marshall

flan aos a sort of Christmas present. It is not

that but an aid to self-help. To take advant-

age of it European countries must put their shoul-

der to the wheel ugd get back into production.
w - L]

Epicures in ‘many states and provinces are
paying fancy prices for Island delicacies. We
hnve at hand in our local products the furnish-
ings of banquets fit for kings.

L

One minor industry has been rather depres-
sed this year. The small fry who count on earn-
ing pocket money by shovelling sidewalks have
spent a good deal of time unemployed.

L L] | ] -

A proyer kneeling on entering a place of
worship: “Endew us with Thy Holy Spirit, O Lond,
that this service may be protitable unto us, and
to Thy honour and glory. For Christ's sake,
Amen."”

L] L ] L L]
The many hundreds of parcels sent through
charitabls agencies by steamer to hunger strick-
en Europe relieved considerably the work of the
Post Office, though the tratfic thers has been
immense, .

L 2 L] - *
The King's message will be broadcast to-
morrow from 11 a.m. to 12 noon—an awkward
hour for those attending forenoon church sery-
ices here, though it suits Montrealers and others
West,

* L ] L] *
The various newspapers pay their list boys
for delivery, but at this season the boys are not
averse to receiving a gratuity from those hay-
ing the means and inclination to express their
gratitude in kind.

- - - L
The finding of a Nova Scotian court in Cap-
tain Angus Walters’ libel case seems to be that
it is actionable to say of a sea captain that he
blasphemed and was living ashore delivering
milk. Reports do not indicate which of the al-
legations was considered most damaging to the
doughty coptain’s reputation.
* * * *

The Christmas “shopping rush continued to
gain momentum during the week, .as last min-
ute shoppers strove eagerly to obtain merchan-
dise suitable for gift purposes or for personal
needs. As a rule interest centred mainly on
ivems suitable for gifts but staple lines also at-
tracted attention. Clothing, lingerie, gloves,
footwear and sportswear moved freely. Toys,
luggage, cosmetics and jewellery were in de-
mand, and house furnishings, hardware and elec-
trical appliances were readily bought. Estimates
obtainable indicated that total volume of sales
exceeded that of the corresponding 1946 period,
but the apinion is expressed that this may be at-
tributed to the general increase in prices rath-
er than to an increase in the number of unit
sales.
g L] ~ - w
William Makepeace Thackeray, British nov-
elist and humourist, died this date 1863; aband-
oned law for journalism, studied painting in
Paris, and was an all-round success in these lat-
ter professions, going on later to novel writing,
his cutstanding work being Vanity Fair, though he
has a long list of other successes. As a novelist he
combines humour and pathos with a streak of
cynicism, due probably to his sensitive tempera-
ment; in oll his writings his style is cultured and
his craftsmanship is masterly: “What money is
better bestowed than that of a schoolboys tip?”
"“At last the bell struck, a peculiar sweet
smilz shone over his face, and he lifted up his
head a little, and quickly said, ‘Adsum! and fell
back. It was the word we used at school, when
nomes wese called; and lo, he whose heart was
as that of a little child, had answered to his
name, and stood in the presence of The Master.”
Christmas Eve, the great occasion of Ex-
pectancy.
' No wonder Prohibitionists are discouraged
though parhaps not dismayed. That long list
of cold, black figures tabled in the House of
Commons says Canadian Press—totalling $370,-
945,005—is another way of saying Canada had
a pretty expensive alcoholic thirst in the fiscal
year ended in 1946. . The $370,945,005 repre-
sents gross sales of spirits, beer and wines by
provincial liquor boards or their agents. It was
a jump of $83,414,641 over the Dominion’s
drinking bill of $287,530,364 for the previous 12
months. Prince Edward Island, where- the
alcoholic beverages is prohibited except for
medicinal purposes, recorded a tidy sum of its
own—$1,188,855 in 1945-46, the last fiscal year
for which statistics were available to the Do-
minion Government. That was a hike of $475,-
782 abova the previous year's gross sales of
$713,073. Arnd it worked out to $12.65 per cop-
ita—for medicinal purposes only—compared to
$7.75 per capita in 1944-45. Sales per capita in
the other eight provinces ranged in 1945-46 from
$38.63 in British Columbia to $24.31 in Quebec.
The Dominion's Westernmost Province had o
$30.94 per. copita figure in 1944-45, topping all

provinces that year, too. Saskatchewsa had the
lowent—$16.12,
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The other day we noticed an ad-
vertisement offering an opportun-
ity to a woman to play second fid-
dle in an orchestra. Our experience
may be limited, but we find the
idea of a woman actually appiy
ing to play second fiddle rather
fanciful, — Kingston Whig-Stand-
ard.

The advantages of some parts of
the austerity program, in stimulac-
ing our economy, seem to be in-
creasingly doubtful. But if tne
program is going to have the di-
rect result of reducing the flow
of U. 8. tourists to Canada 1n. 1948
it will be a blow to the very “iol-
lar-saving” it was designed, by
the Ottawa experts, to promote.

Feminine reactions to political
rumor are sometimes a little start
ling. “Is it true that Cripps is go-
ing to take over from Attlee?” 1
was asked by a falr friend. I told
her I had no corroboration but
that there had been some talk o

that effect. “It gave me such a
shock when I heard the report
that 1 went straight away and

bought —new corsets!” was her as-
tonishing reply, recounts The Lon
don Letter in The Ottawa Journal.

Loss of an amethyst, beryl and
chrysolite necklace was reported re-
cently by a Hollywood screen ac-
tress. The silly girl should know
she would never make the head-
Unes by losing a bauble like that.
It takes at least a rope of dia-
monds to get into the big typs —-
and even then editors look suspic
iously at reports of Hollywood jew-
el losses. — Kingston Whig-Stand-
ard.

Because he walked into a rest-
aurant, and ordered a steak, with
the trimmings, when he had no
money to pay for the meal, a man
has been sentenced to six days in
Jail by & Windsor magistrate. Well
if the man suspected he was to be
Jailed for getting a free meal un-
der false pretences, can he oe
blamed much for having a good
one?—Windsor Star.

Farm Ife has its drawbacks
and also its compensations. Not the
least of the latter is the fine spicte
of friendship that is so apparent in
most rural communities whiere
there is interest in the welfare of
each and every household, and
where sympathy goes far beyond
mere lip-service. It might not be
a bad idea if urban residents could
capture some of the neighbourhood
spirit that is so frequently display-
ed along the concession lines, mak-
ing farm life much more pleas-
ant and much more agreeable than
it is sometimes pictured. —Guelpix
Mercury.

Racfalism has no part in a nation
whose soldiers came from every
race and from every continent.
ent. Barriers of class and creed_ in
tolerable anywhere, are doubly so
in canada where every class and
creed made its contribution to tu-
tal war. Inequality of opportunity
should not be allowed to ex!:
when war called for the complete
equality,. — Winnipeg Free. Press.

Requirements of the Social Reg-
ister published in New York seem
to be rather flexible. The namec
of one woman is dropped from th2
list of the elite because she carried
a gun, while another has her name
continued in spite of having run
down the street lightly garbed only
in brassiere and scanties. It is a
debatable issue which of the two
females is the more dangerous.
What we would like to read is a
volume containing the names of
those dropped from the Socia] Reg-
ister, and why. That would be
much more interesting than the
Register itself. — Windsor Star.

The publicity given to the cen-
tenary of the hymn *“Abide With
Me” is so unusual an event in the
history of hymuology that it s:g-
gests the question whether popu-
lar hymns owe their popularity
generally to their words or to the
familiar tunes. In some cases spe«-
fal associations may creep in, as
with the case of that hymn whica
contains a couplet, “When comes
the promised time, when war shail
be no more?” reputed to have been
a great favorite with Eton boys
during the headmastership of Dr.
Warre. It would be difficult pro
bably to find out in how many
households the popuiarity of “Rock
of Ages” rose (in happier days:
from the reputed usefulness of
that hymn in the kitchen whice
made a bishop, coming down tn
breakfast at a local parsonage, re-
mark how pleasant it was to hear
the strains of that beautiful hyma
rising from the lower regions. The
awful child of the family produc-
ed the information that the coox
always “uses the hymn to boil the
eggs, three verszes for soft boted,
five for hard.” It was in a London
parsonage that another cook, ask-
ed to choose a hymn for morn-
ing prayers, obliged at once. “Wha'
a nice hymn you chose,” said the
vicar's wife, and was a little stag-
gered by the reply: “Yes M'm,
fsn't it? It's the number of . my
policeman.”” — From Manchester
Guardian,

interest. The Charlottetown o}
Guardian does not necessar *
Uy endorse the opinion o .
> correspondents, .~

e e e e e
THE MAIL COURIERS

8ir, — It is fine to publish how
much mail goes through the Post
Office, but does any person thin
of our mail men at this time o
year, especially our rural mai
couriers? They have to conten.
with bad roads, and with worn
out car or sleigh or wagon. They
work 300 days of the year, and at
half pay. No big social stuff for
them, but if they do not appear
on the job every day the whole
community misses them. These are
the men who deserve especially to
be remembered at this Christmas
season,
I zm, 8ir, etc.,
ONLOOKER
Canoe Cove.

OLD ¥FRIEND DEFENDED

Sir,—In your issue of Decemker
18 an old friend of mine was severe-
ly criticized by two different lctter
writers in your columns. To my
way of thinking the letters Iost
their value by going too far. I have
criticized this old friend at times
but always found I had to go back
to ask further favors—I refer to
the Railway,

Now we all must adndt that the
surest way of getting anywhere is
by rallvay—in fact the only sure
way of getting to the mainland is
by C.N.R. {rain and Car Ferry. It
would be almost unprecedented if
someone phoned wus, after we had
made reservations, to say: “The
trains will not move today.” Yet
such a message is mot unusual with
the forms of transportation which
compete with the railway.

T have travelled much by airand
bus but the most tragio thing I
could think of would he for the
railway to hand over thelr re-
sponsibilities to the Alr Lines and
Bus companies by ceasing to oper-
ate.

Proof that the Rallway is the
most popular way of tra:
freight Is evidenced by the cry that
goes up If there happens to be a
shortage of freight cars when the
demand exceeds the normal.

For tnany years the Railway has
been a great boon to Prince Ed-
ward Island and annually distribe
utes close to one million dollars in
wages and salarles to our Railway
employees. The Rallway enables an
important section of our citizenry
to enjoy a high standard of living.
We have in this Province a small
army of Railway officlals—one of
the fipest in the whole CN.R.
system—and they deserve our high
appreciation.

May I take this

K G

opportunity of

CHRISTMAS EVE

“It is night,” said the Voice. “Thick
darkness covers the Earth,
Yet kings shall come to the bright-
ness of this rising.

Lift your eyes!” it said. “I say this
thing shall be

Vhere snow under stars is iwhite,
where the stir of the North-
ern tree

Moans like your desolate sea.

Let your heart enlarge, and fear
not for this birth,

Nor find this hour surprising!”

Then I dreamed that beneath the

fir tree, under the piné

Beneath  snow-burdened  spruce

- bough's brushing low,

Through all that diamond-dust of
gusty snow, ,

Under a star as bright as a spear,
or a tear,

Came strangely in long line

The camels out of Midian footing

slow
And Sheba's drcmedaries on desert
ways,
Swaying across the pasture out of
starbright haze,
Bringing the gold, the incense, and
the praise . ..
On the long slope,
busHes moved
Like flocks of Kedar, gathered all
together 0
With rams of Nebaioth, against the
weather
Drifted and driven as the night
wind moved.
Glamour was scattered of a ghastly

the mounded

story.
And the Voice said: “Lo, I bring my
sons frem far.
Their silver and gcld upon them.
Where they are
They come with acceptance into the
house of my glory!”

And T saw, as thouzh they-bowed,
the pine and fir

Draw back—the ancient glory of
Lebanon?!

The humble stable, as in days that

were,
How simbly with breathing cattle
it flowed and shone
(Where violence and destructién
are no more!)

Undernéath fragrant branches!
And the Voice
Echolrg in my soul, said, as my

head was bowed,

“Despair not, Mortal! O rejolice, re-
Joice!

As the doves o their windows, sce
who fly like cloud!

For a little one has beccine as &
thousand strong;

A small one a great nation, on this
night , . ,

T the Lord will hasten 1t in his

thime!”

Then it waned on e wintsr wind,
like’ the sound of song.

Yet the light on the snow seemed
an everlasting lght,

And the wind changed, And T heard
the bells in chine.

.THE LABOR

The Privilege of serbing pou

has been a pleasure

May your Christmas be bright
and the Netv Pear one of

prospetity,

Henderson & Cudmore

saying “thank you” to them and
also to wish them g very Merry
Christmas—even those who magy
have to work on t day o that

N | the pleasure of Mw‘ fellow citisens

may be enhanoced.

I am, Sir, elc,
ONE WHO TRAVELS
Summerside, o
Deceinber 22/47. °

UNION
8ir,—In the evolution of indus-
trialism labor unions have played
an important part. In improving
working conditidhs, ia reducing
hours of labor, and in increasing
wages they have met with a reas-
onable measure of success. Yet in
the matter of wages and working
conditions there is still work to
be done.

Just what is the ideal number
of working hours a day in any
lne of endeavor has never been
discovered. Just what is reason-
able remuneration for an hour’s
work has not yet been agreed
upon, but whatever it-is labor-is
cetermined to have it,

That labor is entitled to fair
remuneration under satisfactory
working conditions everyone is
agreed. How these conditions are
to be cmet is the unsolved prob-
lem.

In the production and the dis-
tribution of world commodities two
important factors are involved:
labor and capital. Neither can
exist for long without the other,
and both have their rights and
responsibilities. It was primarily
to correct unfair practices on the
part of capital that labor unions
were evolved. The third factor in
the equation is the consuming
public. To so adjust these differ-
ent elements that friction is elim-
inated, harmony restored and the
rights of the public are guaran-
teed, is the pressing problem of
the hour,

The over.all picture of human
relations on the industrial front
at the present moment is shock-
ing. To appreclate the demands
of labor everywhere for higher
wages, for shorter  working hours,
and for longer holidays with pay
and sick benefits, one would have
to imagine that money was a
super-abundant and non-shrink-

DILEMMA

Old Charlottetown
(And P. K. 1)

—

A TERRIBLE ACCIDENT

At 10 . m, last Tuesday a ter-
rible accident occurred at the
store of Messrs. Wright and Mc-
Nutt, corner of Prince and Kent
Streets, which resulled 1n the death
of Mr, Patrick Trainor, a well-to~
do farmer, of Johnston’s River, and
the injury of Messrs. Patrick Train-

able commodity, and hours were
of no account. When one consid-
ers that for five years the democ-
1acies of the world' were engaged
in & struggle for survival such as

was never known before; that
wages had reached an all-time
high and that hours were adjust-
ed to falrly meet the demands for
work and the necessity for rest
and recreation it would not have
been unreasonable to assume and
expect a scaling down of wages
and an increase in the number of
working hours a week after the
victory was won and the survival
of democracy assured.

When we remember that -there
are two world wars to bs paid for
and another to be prepared for,
and that all the nations, large
and small, U they had to face
their creditors, are bankrupt, the
clamoring for a dollar an hour pay
and a six-hour day seems to be
about as far as it is humanly pos.
sible to go in endeavor to es-
cape from real

If governments at_the end. of
the war, instead of playing party
politics, had faced the issue and
had dealt firmly and sympathet-
ically with both labor and capital,
how different the situation might
have been! The government that
cannot or will not regulate wages
has no right to meddle with pric-
es. In a wel-balanced economy
wages and prices rise and fall to-

and let the other run wild s eco-
nomic suicide, although ft may be
for the moment good party poli-
tics.

The capitalist through the im-
pact of an exorbitant taxation
system on the one hand and un-
reasonable and at times ruthless
demands of labor on the other, is
slowly but surely being eliminated
from the scens. ’

Labor, conscious of its numeri.
cal and ever-increasing strength,
and Intoxicated by past successes.
threatens to uproot and destroy
our democratic and capitalistic
social order and to put in itsplace
& dictatorship of the working
masses,

Powerful as the labor union is,
to dissolve it as has been done in
several countrles, is not the rem-
edy. The solution of the difficul-
tieg is reform from within, Of all
the" paraphernalia in the reper-
toire of the labor unlon the gen-
eral strike is the most spectacu-
lar, That weapon must go. In
an Industrial system organized on
a world basis for productive pur-
poses, it is too crude, too inhu-
:\bm and too costly for the resultg

The general strike is hitting
below the belt, It is undemocratic,
unpatriotic #nd indefensible. It is
the dog in the manger attitude
cndeavoring  to . function in a
world of unlimited resources. “I
will not work enyself and T will
not let anyone else work”, To say

gether, To hold the one in check:

that the strike accomplishes 0w
thing is nousense. To the liwia
coterie of promoters at the .

and the hops of some day becers,
ing President or Prime

For all its faults the labor
under competent leadership

has useful work o Ppecform,
incompetens leaders ghould b
quarantined.

Picketing is another malignang
srowth on the body
needs to be lopped off. It is sus
an unreasonable and such an eb.
Jectionable deformity that only ¢
social order suffering from sloep-
ing sickness would tolerate i

The one thing that stands o
clearly in this clash of interests
is that the labor union has be-
come t0o strong numerioally, teo
important-politically and tos eon
etous in a emonetary sense. o
conserve its legitimate funetioms
it must be reduced to manageable
proportions. The Canadian Cone
gress of Labor is about the larg-
est group of workers that the Do
minion Government can assimil,
ate successfully. The uniom must
be enclosed within national boun-
darles. Reinforcements from with.
out only confuse the issue and
make satisfactory adjustments
doubly difficult. In a world based
or founded on a system of nat.
lonal and independent states, the
international union is a disturbing
element, Until nations in thelr
domestic relations free themselves
from foreign interference there
can be no soclal security, no free-
dom from fear, no even-handed
Justice in the soclal order,

I am, Sir, ete.,
VERNON CROCKETY.
York, P. E. 1.
STARTED BY AMERICAN

QGeorge . Francls Train, Amerls
can  business man, introduced
trolleys into England, Swilzer-
land and Denmark.

THE ALBERT MEDAL

The Albert Medal, instituted by
Queen Victorla in 1 in com-
memoration of her late consort,
}Tf given for gallantry. in saving

e.

For Foot Ailments
CONSULT

H. J. A. BROWN, B.P.
Orthopedic

Chiropodist

143 Great George Street
CHARLOTTETOWN, P.EL

)

or (nept of the d d), also
of Johnston’s River, and Francis
McNutt and James Gillan, of this
city. The men named were all In
the store when they heard a loud
noise above their heads. They rush
ed to the door, but were overtaken
by falling timber and brick which
inflicted fata] and serious injuries
The inquest into the death of
Mr. Trainor was conducted by
Coroner Frank D, Beer, M. D, arsi
the following jurors: Alexander
MacKison, foreman, Lemue; Phil-
lips, Paul McPhall, Edward Davey.
James Egan, James McLeod ana
Capt. Power. Their verdict was (o
theeffect that ‘“the building was
unwittingly overloaded, and that
the material used in its construction
was inefficlent.” The jury strong-
ly urged on the proper authorities
“the necessity, of taking cognizance
of all buildings being. erected on
public thoroughfares, as there ap-
pears to be a tendency at the pres
ent time to erect bulldings with-
out regard to safety— their chie
merit being thelr cheapness.”

~willlam Rose Benet.
\

~The Examiner, Dec, 34, 1600,
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