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Interest Is Noted
In Movement

rking another forward step
th;o provincial Drama’ Featival
movement Which, was inaugurated
here three years 8go York Wo-
men's Institute Players prw?:uun:
thelr drama “From 5 to 530" and
representing Queen’s County meet
Cape Traverse Young People's Un-
jon players at the Empire Theatre
tomorrow night in finals of this
year'’s festival to decide the win-
hers of the Women's Institute
Trophy. The Cape Traverse group
present their play “All Cars to the
Rescue”, & drama that was good
enough and scted well enough to
win the Prince County title.
“.he Queen’s County winners
proved %o be the best of five en-
tries winning over Graham's Road
wl in the finals while Cape :l'rav-
erse were defeating the Kelvin
Grove representatives in the Prince
County finals. Altogether fourteen
oups entered in the festival with
eight participating, others l;elng
forced to withdraw due to iliness
in the areas. In King’s County Kil-
muir Institute was the only entry.
However, due to the fact it was
their first venture into the drama
festival field it was decided not to
participate in the finals this year,
put providing they can win out
next year, hope to enter into the
race for top honors.
Mr. Donald Whetmore of Hall-
fax, N. 8., has been named Ad-
cator. Mr, Whetmore, who 13
ernment organizer for Dra-
maties in Nova Scotia will arrive
the clty on Tuesday. In January
t Mr, Whetmore was in the
ovince supervising the short

yowse in Dramatics. Du‘rlnc ﬁll;

he

¢ramatics at Dalhousls University
and in the winter months is en-
gaged in a full program of theatri-
jal activity backed by s library in
Malitax of more than 3,000 plays.

Adjudicators during the season’s
elimination contests were Mrs,
Ruby Houls, C.D.A., Mrs. Roy
Smsllman, Mrs, Wallace Scantle-
bury, Mr. Morton Dew, Hon. F. A
Lstge, Attorney General, Mr, Barry
Bugden, Mr. Bramwell Chandler,
all of Oharlottetown and Rev. S.
J. Davies, Kensington, Mr. Norman
MacDonald, Summerside. '

First Festival in 148
The first Drama Festival'- was

sld in the Spring of 1945 being
ht about after Mrs, Frances

Holl Trainor, on invitation had ad-
dressed a Women's Institute Dis-
trict C ti at . Kensingt
the previous fall. A local Drama
Festival was organized with six
out of the nine Institutes entered
presenting plays, three withdraw-
ing because- of unforseen circum-
stances, Irishtown, Long River,
Spring Brook, Margate, 8pring-
field and Kelvin Grove were those
taking part. Interest was very
keen with three of the perform-
ances being attended by larger-
than-capacity houses, Mrs. Trainor
and Rev. Archdeacon Hasrison of
Summerside were Adjudicators at
the finals held at Kensington. As
a result of the success attending
the initial effort the Provincial
Executive of the Women’s Insti-
tute organized the Island Women's
Institute Drama Festival, open to
any rural group sponsored by 8
Women's Ins'itute. .

The inteicst in the movement
was shown by the large number of
requests for plays that had been
selected by Mrs. Trainor for con-
sideralion and the/number of en-
tries received. Due to the prev-
alence of sickness In rura] areas
during the late winter several
groups were unable to perform but
York, North Milton, Meadowbank
and two from Cornwall competed
in the playoifs with the finals be-
ing held in Cornwall. Mrs, Trainor
and Mr. Barry Budgen were the
adjudicators and their constructive
criticisms were most helpful. e
quality: of the plays were excellént
and the movement was warmly
commended by the Honourable
Mr. Stewart, Minister of “Agricul-
ture. Mrs. Trainor does not now
live in the Province and her wise
lgd generous help is greatly miss-
ed.

Work Broadensd

Last year Festival work was con-
siderably ‘broadened. One of §the
important: changes made was that
any rural organization, society or
drama group could participate and
need . not ily be d
by a Women's Institute.

Further, and also of great im-
portance was the co-operation re-
cefved from the P. E. I. Libraries,
the Little Theatre Guild of Char-
lottetown, the Adult Educatlon
Council;  the press and radio. In
addition Mr. Chandler of the

P! ed

has issued a catalogue of one-act
plays, free on request, suitable for
Festival work, w! the Ldttle
Theatre consented to send
directors to interested communities
who wished to discuss dramatics.

Festivals such as this one .should
not be regarded as a competition
only. Rather think of it as a Fes-
tival in which all strive for quality
in play production and develop-
ment in cultural appreciation.’ The
reward will be worthwhile, First
of all there is fun—for Dramatics
is fun, Everyone is interestd, not
in one hobby but in several: stage-
craft, lighing, costuming, make-up,
directing, each in itselt is fascin-
ating. New Friends will be made,
diction, team-work and self-con-
fidence will be acquired together
with a just pride in doing some-
thing well, ’

In January of this year a Short
Course of Dramatics, supervised by
Mr. Whetmore was held from Jan-
uary 19th. to 24th. It was well at-
tended and proved helpful to all
taking advantage of it.

The Little Theatre Movements,
Summer Theatres, Dramatic Cour-
ses in schools and the Dominion
Drama Festivals have played their
part in making this Canada of
ours “play” consclous.

Aside from the Anglican Drama
Festival, and participation in the
Dominion Drama Festival prior to
the war, there is little organized
drama work on the Island. Never-
theless, if we scan the daily news-
papers in the spring of the year, we
cannot but be consclous of the
fact that Prince Edward Island,
too, is in some measure ‘“‘play”
conscious.

But plays and players are wide-
ly scattered throughout the Prov-
ince. We have had no organized ef-
fort or incentive to improve and
broaden our dramatics from year
to year. Our Women's Institutes
haye sensed this need and this

local |-

interest and knit our eommuni-
ties more closely ' together.

A Social Activity
Many of us are interested in
ple have sought to express life and

plays of the medieval age were en-
acted.

It is a soclal activity, The flour-
ishing dramatic soclety of a cer-
tain High School had its beginning:
when a fifteen year old sent around
& written notice from desk to
desk in history class, “I'm going to
put on a play. If you'd like to try
for a part, be in the lunch' room

this afternoon.” In less than four
months there were 50 members
and they were preparing ambitious

scenes from Shakespeare to be
produced in the Auditorium of a
neighboring High School by special
request,

It is one of the cultural
which will teach us poise, manners,
good diction. It is broader than
that. Historical plays and adapt-
ations from the classics can fur-
ther our love for history and lit-
erature. “Elizabeth Refuses’, based
on “Pride and Prejudice”, shows
us the delightful mannerisms of
Jane Austin’s time. “The Bishop's
Candelsticks” (a play in the An-
napolis Valley Drama Festival this
year) should intrigue us into read-
ing more of the life of the unfor-
tunate Jean Val Jean. “The Room
in the Tower” inspires us to dip
more deeply into the oft-time
tragic lives of our English kings
and queens.

. All over the world people are
finding out the importance of the
dramatic arts in all fields,—educa-
tion, cultural, social and artistic,—
and the United Nations, realizing
the great role the drama can play
in bringing about an understand-

Province-wide “ Women's  Institut
Drama Festival will, we hope, do
much to stimulate our interest and
further our progress in drama.

Rural young people as well as
the older, welcome the opportunity
to share in one of the cuitural
arts. We learn an art by working
at it. When we study drama we
learn poise, mannérs, good diction,
—qualities which combine to make
charm or personality. We learn
through the constructive criticism
of the Adjudicatprs that our en-
unciation can improved: that
“g” i{s sounded in such words as
“walking”, “singing”, laughing”,
that “you” i{s never “yuh”; that
carriage depicts character: a crook
slinks, a discouraged person sags,
a soldier treads; we ledrn that
team work counts.

Drama quickens community
terest and social contact. It wil,

in-

Prince Edward Island Librariesthrough Festival work, widen our

t are organ-
izing & drama group. -

What is Canada doing about
drama,

There is a resurgence of the
arts in every Province, The Domin-
jon Drama Festival which was
dropped during the war has been
revived. British Columbia is being
acclaimed across Csnada and in
the ‘United States as the Province
leading in the field of drama. Their
Provincial Government is foster-
ing this interest in drama In rural
communities by forming the School
and Community Drama Branch ol
the Dramatic ’rts at the Univer-
sity of British Columblia.

Miss Marjorie Jarvis of the On-
tario' Provincial Dramatic Library
reports’ that Drams Festivals are
r;nlng re-organized . in that Prov-
fince after having been dropped
during the war.

Actually, the movement is sweep-
ing ‘across Canada.

drama. It is one way in which peo- |’

its. meaning aince the old mystery|.

behind the Gym at five after four |

arts |

May Day means fishing time to thousands of rod and reel special-

ists throughout Ontario as the ld
dawn they trek to favorite streams

is- lifted off the trout season. At
with their flies and also the lowly

worm.

anched Thres Years g

These girls are proving that the sport is not just for the mem

and that any kind of equipment zerves the purpose.

What are we doing in Prince
Edward Island?

The Little Theatre Guild in
Charlottetown has been revived.
There is the Anglican Drama Fes-
tival. And now, the Women's In-
stitute Drama Festival.

We have always had the talent
and ability to prepare and present
plays; we have the desire to par-
ticipate in a social activity, and
the ambition to practice a cultural
art. Nevertheless, we have for the
most part, gone on year after year
preparing and presenting plays,
and all the while unconscious of
tie mistakes we were making. This
is where a Drama Festival justi-
fies its organization. Through it,
the Adjudicators analyze each play
they are called on to adjudicate in
the Festival. They commend our

-casting and directing, Read

good points and give constructive

are receptive to what they say, 1t
we have the sportsmanship and the
wisdom to take ecriticism in the
spirit in which it is given, drama in
rural Prince Edward Island is go-
ing to improve immeasurably. Let
us, then, when we take part in a
Drama Festival, be prepared to
take our Adjudicator’s criticism as
a very necessary training in the
art of drama.

Our Women's Institutes can give
leadership in . their communities to
this movement, Get your young
peopls interested, your church
group. Any group formed to pre-
sent a play can enter, Not every-
one in a community may be able
to act, but they can help with
lighting, make-up, stage-setting,
and
study and learn; get all the in-
formation you can, and your orig-

criticism on our bad ones. If weinal interest in acting and drama

will develop into an accomplish-
ment. U

Ipcidentally, drama is a lot of
fun, and let us work so hard at it,
that not British Columbia, not On-
tario, not Nova Scotia, but Prince
Edward Island will bs acclaimed
across Canada for her interest and
leadership and ability in the field
of drama.

THRIVED ON LIQUIDS

, Cheghire, Eng-
land — (CP) — To “prove” that
even on today’s rations Britons

|

are over-eating, Bernard St. John'

Doherty, 85, and osteopath, lived
32 days on two glasses of orange
juice and one cup of tea a day.
He weighed 210 pounds be-
fore the test, lost 20 pounds dur-

ing it, and felt “as fit as a fiddle” | frocen meats, butter,

atterwards.

ABETTING CUPID \
LONDON — (CP) — They are
trying out a new idea in London
parks to aid cupid — two-seater
benches for couples. Mrs. Strauss,
supply minister's wife, who sug-
gested 1it, said: “It must be very
awkward when a young couple
want a private talk or gossip if
others are sitting on the same

seat, -

FOOD SHIPMENTS INCREASE!

AUCKLAND, NZ — (CP) —
For the first five months of the
present export season = official
figures revealed that New  Zea<«
land's foed ships to Britain are
higher than the corresponding
period lagt year. All classes of

cheese, tale
Jow and apples are up. ;

“FROM 5

| Doors ,0|‘nn. At 7.45 p.ain.
Ths Ad Spensorsd fn the [ntorsst of the Droma Fostival Movomest by

DeBlois Bros. Ltd.

SUMMERSIDE  —

TO 5.30”
" ADJUDICATOR —~ Mpr. Donald Whetmore, Halifax, N.S.

Presontod under the phtronagi of His Honour, Lt.-Govermor J. A. Bernard and Mrs. Bernard; Premier the Hon. J. Walter Jones and Mrs.
Jones; His Worship Mayor B. Earle MacDonald and Mrs. MacDonald.

DRAMA FESTIVA ]
~ EMPIRE THEATRE, Tuesday, June 1st--815 PM. |

ueen’s County Winners
YORK WOMEN'S INSTITUTE ~

"~

VS.

>0 00 o< Wmmm@ww 004

L FINALS .

Prince County Winners

Please Be On Time

M. F. Schurman Co. Ltd.

K’NSINGTON - CHARLOTTETOWN

— IN o
“ALL CARS TO THE RESCUE"

IT'S INTERESTING ... EDUCATIONAL... ENTERTAINING

CAPE TRAVERSE Y.P.U.

k See the winners of County playoffs \compete for final honors, trophies and individual prizes.

ADMISSION 50¢

“ Kennedy’s Ladies’ Wear
~ Clarke Produce Association Ltd.
- George H. Brookins

Growers and Exporters of Foundation Certified Seed and Table Stock Potatoes—

" Dealers In Mides, Feeds and Fertilizer — Phone 24, Kensington.




