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Mr. King's Retirement

Prime Minister King has qnnounced that his
long-anticipated retirement will take place on
Monday, when he will formally tender .hls resig-
pation to the Governor General un.d his succes-
sor, Rt. Hon. Louis St. Laurent, v{lll take over.
Thus terminates a public career In many ways
unprecedented in British parliamentary .hlsroryf.
Since his appointment as Deputy Minister o
Labor in 1900, Mr. King has been glmosr con-
stantly in the public eye. Hls selection ns"sufbI
cessor to the late Sir Wilfrid Lguner as Libera
leader in 1919, and his election in 1921 as Prime

inister, marked the y 1€
:;‘urkuble political career. 'His uncanny skill i
sensing the trend of public opinion, and‘ th‘e
fortuitous opportunities whic)} fate threw in his
pathway — even in defeat in 1930. on the eve
of the worst depression in world history, whgch
paved the way to his return to office
tive years later — contributed in large measure
to his success. )

Perhaps the secret of his long continuance
in office was the fact that he never soughr to
mould public opinion, or to give @ lead in any
crisis, but to follow, and finally act. An |llu§-
traticn of this was the contrast between  Sir
Robert Borden as Prime Minister in 1914, and
Mr. King in 1939. On Britain's dgclcrution of
war in August, 1914, Borden immediately declf:rz
ed that Canada would stand unreservedly beside
Britain. He then called Parlioment and asked
that the stand of his Government be ratitied.
Had Parlioment refused, the Government would
have been out. In 1939, under precisely the same
circumstances, Mr. King gave no hint of where
he and his Government stood; he simply called
Parliament, and ten days passed before the G_ov-
ernment’s policy was known. In the meantime
the public had given voice to its determination
to back Britain, and Mr. King then exercised
his leadership with no danger of a parliamen-
tary upset.

In private life Mr. King is an exemplary
citizen, and despite the glare of publicity in
which he has lived, has retained the old-fash-
joned virtues of modesty, simplicity, and courtesy
which are the hallmarks of a cultured gentle-
man. As he passes from the stage on which he
has ployed a stehiar part for so many years, he
will take with him many treasured memories and
also the best wishes of all our citizens for his
restoration to full health and strength, and fer
long afd serene enjoyment of his well-earned
leisure.

Government By Directives

On October 20th. the Ministers of Finance
and National Revenue issued a joint statement
announcing the cancellation of a directive issx.xed
by the Taxation Divisien on September 9 which
cencelled o prior directive of October 1, 1947,
which itself cancelled a then existing depart-
mental ruling to the effect that ‘the rental vuluc'
of a manse occupied rent-free by an ordained
clergyman should be included in the computa-
tion of his income tor taxation purposes.

This sequence of cancellations of adminis-
trative rulings, comments the Canadian Char-
tered Accountant, is not an edifying picture.
The situation as described has developed, and
developed inevitably because of the lack of ade-
quate provision in the income tax law for re-
course to the Courts for construction of its pro-
visions. Until the amendment of 1946 establish-
ing an inexpensive mode of appeal to a Tax
Appeal Board (still un-appointed), the expense
and delays incident to an appeal from an in-
ccme tax assessment were so burdensome as to
confine appeals to issues involving large sums
of money. The vast majority of taxpayers had
their recourse only to the officers of the Na-
tional Revenue Department, the self-same per-
sons who assessed the tax. In effect this is
violation of the most fundamental principle of
justice, namely, that a party to a dispute can-
not be judge in his own cause.

In this matter of the chargeability to tax
of a clergyman’s rent-free manse, the lega' is-
sues involved would szem to be simple enough.
There are dzcisions by the English Court of Ap-
peal which have held that the occupation of a
rent-free manse by a clergyman as an obligation
imposed on him by the terms of his appoint-
ment is not an emolument of office but a con-
dition of his employment. The Canadian Act
does not seem to be essentially different from
the British Act on this matter. However that
may be, surely this is the very type of question
which the Courts are established to pass upon;
and under the Canadian law such has been the
{imitation upon recourse to the Courts that wa
are faced now with the not pretty spectacle of
a series of administrative pronouncements each
cancelling the onc before.

With the establishment of a new Tax Court,
to which access will be both easy and inexpen-
sive, the rule of law in tax matters should soon
be re-established on the high pedestal which is
its proper seat in this country. There need then
be no special directives dealing with such mat-
ters as the assessability of clergymen’s rent-
free manses or with the expenses of members
of the medical ond dental professions in at-
tending any cne of certain specified Conven-
tions. Under the former system of minimum re-
course to the Courts the Department has willy-
nilly had to express its view on a thousand and
one aspects of the statue which it is required to
enforce. That it should err this way or that is
inevitable ‘'under the circumstances, and the
soondr that situation is terminated the better
for everyone concerned.

beginning of a truly re- |

EDITORIAL NOITES

Christmas next Statutory holiday.

.
Tomorrow 25th. Sunday after Trinity, 26 af-
ter Pentecost.

» ¥ » » . . .
Are we drifting towards totalitarianism, be-
ginning with the medical service?

» ¥ ¥ * .
Boy Scout Apple Day —an opportunity to
do a Good Turn for our boys.
> »* * -

With one civil servant to every 470 of our
population Prince Edward Island has the lowes:
ratio of public employees of any Province in
Canada. Perhaps we are not so over governed
os we sometimes think.

" ok W

Ontario is trying to develop its own certi-
fied seed potato industry. That Province is again
paying half the freight on . shipments trom
Northern Ontario for use by southern growers.
To meet that competition our Island seed reolly
has to be good—and boosted.

» ¥ * ¥

The Quebec legislature is to convene on
Jan. 19, 1949. Our own House could well follow
the example. Present sittings are timed for the
old financial year. Since accounts have been
based on a year ending March 31st. reports are
at least a year old before they can be consider-
ed by our legislators.

“ v

It is unfortunu‘te that Professor August Pic-
card has been forced to abandon his attempt
to make a 2 1-2 mile deep sea dive. The Belg-
ian-French expedition had planned to investigate
life on the ocean bed off the Cape Verde Islands.
Readers of National Geographic will remember
some of the Professor’s pre-war deep sea dives.

. v owow

The Hon. Tom Williams, British Minister
of Agriculture and Fisheries now visiting th's
country and the United States, points out that
the value of agricultural products in Greot
Britain is still higher than that of all Canada
and it is hoped to increase it a further fifty
per cent. The figures are anything but discourag-
ing for Canadians as they indicate the enormous
development that is still possible here.

»* * * »

Robert Louis Stevenson, known as “R.L.S.”,
British novelist and poet born this date 1850.
As a novelist he combined tinished style with
powerful imagination and remarkable narrative
faculty; as a poet and essayist he displayed
unique originality of thought and charm of style.
His most read novels are Treasure Island, Kid-
napped, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; his essays Men
and Books, Virginibus Puerisque; his poems, A
Child's Garden of Verse: "Politics is perhaps
the only profession for which no preparation is
thought necessary.”

* * * -

In Quebec consumers complain that im-
ported Danish butter tastes queer. This is due
to a special culture caused by the sweet cream,
they add. Danish creameries used very little
salt. The Federal Government has bought 11,000,-
000 pounds of Danish butter, of which 5,500,600
have been delivered to Canadian distributors.
Most of the latter quantity is still in storage,
and wholesalers believe, with grocers, that “once
the Danish butter taste is explained to the peo-
ple of Canada, cll will be well.”

L T

Decdline dates for the overseas Christmas
surface mails have been set as follows: Novem-
ber 15 — The United Kingdom — Parcels. No-
vember 29 — The United Kingdom — Letters.
Muails to more distunt overzeas destinations should
be posted now! The Post Otfice once caain calls
public attention to the fact that mailings too
long delayed may result in late deliveries, because
the practice, if general, might render it impes-
sible for the Post Office to find the necessary
cargo space on the last ships leaving in time
to ensure Christmas delivery.

* % wom

Nine years ago November 15, Canadian Mili-
tary Headquarters wes organized and opened
"for business” in London, England . . . Scven
years ago, November 16, 1941, two Canadian bat-
talicns and auxiliary trocps arrived at Hong Kong
aboard the troopship “Awatea” . . . Five years
were fighting heroically as part of the British
ago this month, as winter set in, Canadian troops
Eighth Army in Italy. On November 20, the
Eighth secured control of the lower Sangro River
after a fierce battle. At that time too, we were
pasting Europe with everything we had and on
the 21st, 775 Allied bombers paid a visit to Ber-
lin . . . Four years ago this month Canadian
troops battling alongside thair allies in North-
west Europe were closing in on Germany. On
the 28th. November the Chaudiere Regiment
crossed the borders of that country —. the first
Canadian troops into Germany since the Great
War 1914-18.

* * * -

The chief lethal conditions causing the
death of older people, says Dr. I. M. Rabinowitch,
director of the Institute for Special Research and
Cell Metabolism, Montreal General Hospital,
were cancer, diabetes, and degenerative diseases
in the heart, arteries and kidneys. He adds that
such progress had been made in the treatment
of diabetes that a Canadian life assurance. com-
pany in 1940 began accepting diabetics as pol-
icy holders, and so successful had the venture
been that other companies had followed. - He
warned about the taking of vitomin E for dig-
betes without one’s being advised to by a doc-
tor. “In fact, in the cases | have seen, the evi-
dence points to it being useless for this con-
dition rather than of any benefit, and there is
no proof that large amounts of vitamin E, if
used over long periods of time, might not-prove
harmful,” he says. Cancer differed from dis-
ease in being. a regenerative condition. The
cancer cell continued to grow finally causing
death by exhausting the body of energy. Dis-
eases of the heart, arteries and kidneys caused
more deaths than did cancer, diabetics and tub-

erculosis combined, he claims.
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ABEGWEIT HARVEST

The harvest of the tubers is at
hand,

And labourers, backs bent, retrieve
the yleld.

The Autwmn sun in splendour
bathes the land

With light, and reaches every
lonely field.

Across the hills . the school is
enpty now,

The children too are reapers of the
crop.

Thelr pldstic growing bodies rightly

. know, .

Of aching muscles, but they do not
stop.

For oldsters too, the harvest is a
chore

That must be done—the season
comes around

So quickly, that it seemed a week
before

They ‘cut the sets’ and laid them
in the ground.

The One Great Husbandman- hath
shown his love,
By giving us of goecd things as of
yore.
The fruitage of the
Heaven above,
needs from His
boundless store.
—“Plumbline’.
Charlottetown, P. E. L

earth from

Our Creation's

" Canadian Farm
Marketing Prospects

This year, for the first time since
the war ended, the extreme pres-
sure on world food supplies shows
sizns of easing says the Bank of
Nova Scotia in its current Monthly
Review. World supplies of bread-
grains and coarse grains are both
larger and better distrivuted 1n
1948 than they were in 1947, Al-
though dmport needs are still large
and urgent, the acute balance of
payments difficulties in which most
importing  countries find them-
selves will -certainly work to limit
their purchases. This year emay, in-
deed, mark the turning point in the
demand and supply situation for
grains.

One symptom of the closer ba.
ance be‘ween demand and supplv
is the drcp in U.S. grain price s
since last January, which by Auz-
ust had brought wheat. oats, and
barley down to US.
support levels. Canadian coarse
grain prices have also declined sub-
the high points
reached last winter. and the Can-
adlan commercial export price of
wheat, which follows the U.S. price.
is at present about a dollar below
its January peak. Ausiralia and
Argentina have also reduced thelr
commercial export prices for wheat,
though these remain well above
Canadian and U. S. prices.

The truth is, observes the Review
that, though! the world food
shortage is still acute, the marZket
outlook is clouded by the dollar-
payment problems of overseas im-
porting countries. The system of
selling our major agricultural prod-
ucts through long-term
with Britain, which was built up in
wartime, is obviously under con-
siderable pressure. Even the wheat
contract, though it has proved the
most stable part of the long-term
contract policy and the most de.
sired by Britain, has been plac-d
under serious strain by the deval-

Government | ¢

contracts |

products, it is probable that ex-
ports to her, even after 1952, will
not be on the scale of recent years.
Nor can the very high postwar lev-
el of Canadian farm-products to
Europe, which was financed to a
considerable extent out of export
credits, be malntained. Thus Can-
ada is faced with problems of read-
justment—of finding other mar-

ural structure to meet the changed
demand situation.
~ . . L]

The Review points out that the
Unied States is already providing
an alternative market for some
commodities. It mentions particu-
larly the large volume of poultry
shipments across the border and
the heavy movement of beef cattle
since the embargo was lifted in
August. As a market for Canadian
grains, however, the United States
naturally offers much more limited
prospects. Attention is also drawn
to the fact that the existence of
large exportable surpluses of grain
in that country is proving a serious
restrictive influence .on sales of
Canadian grains and grain prod-
ucts to continental Europe.

The Review states that Canadian
agriculture has had a good year.
Crops were substantially larger
than last year and conslderably
more grain will be avallable for
export. Output of most of the prin-
cipal animal products though
much below the wartime peaks, re-
mains well above pre-war levels.
The 'most disturbing development
for livestock and dairy producers—
the sharp rise in feed prices fol-
lowing decontrol—has been eased
by the recent decline in feed grain
prices. This, together with the more
ample and petter-distributed sup-
plies of feeds, has improved the
outlook for livestock and dairy
production.

In contrast to the situation for
grains., prices of livestock products
are all much higher than a year
go, and the general farm-product in-
dex is up by about 22 per cent—
more than keeping pace with the
fn~rease shown hy the index of
orices of rommodities and. services
used bv farmers.

Fann income in the first half of
the vear was a third larger than
in the first half of 1947, all prov-
Inces varticipatine in the <ain. In-

creases in the Prairle Provinces
were dve principallv to large war-
tie'nation vavments on  wheat

hrinaip~ the total payment on the
three previcus erans up to ‘he new
initial price of $155 a bu. For the
full ve~r income wi'l undovbtedly
evee~d bv a substantial margin the
47 hillion record established last
year.

| The Age-OldStory
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The righteousness of the per-
fect shall direct His way.

GRIMSBY, England — (CP) —
Scenes of Grimsby fish docks will
figure in the new east window of
Grimsby parish  church. Trawler
owners raised  £2,100 ($8,400) to
instal it as a memorial to fisher-
men lost in the Second World War.

kets, and of adjusting her agricult- "G

g
W0.0QOO
Old Charlottetown
(And P. E. 1)

SKYE PIONEERS' SONG

Shortly after the arrival of the
“Polly” in Orwell Bay in 1803, a
aelic song, “Oran Imrich”, was
composed by one of the immigrants
and was popular with the Selkirk
settlers for many years afterwards.
It was first published in “Mac
Talla” in 1895, and republished In
the Oban (Scotland) Times the
same year, and again in “Mac
Talla” in 1902 with the following
introductory notes: .

“This song was composed by Mal-
colm Ban Buchannan, one of the
immigrants on the famous ship
‘Polly’, that sailed from Portree,
Isle of Skye, in the beginning of
the summer of 1803, and cast anch-
or in Orwell Bay on the 18th day

of the first month of Autumn
(August), the same year, with
about eight hundred emigrants.

The song begins with an account
of their departure from Portiee
Harbor,. and their dangerous saii-
ing among the rocks and islands
to the east and north of Skye, un-
til they got to the open sea, It is
to be understood from the song
that the piloting of the ship was
entrusted to the most skillful and
experienced among the passengers
when there was need of them. The
poem reflects strongly upon the re-
lentless cruelty of the ‘bailie’, and
advises the people to flee from the
tyranny of the landlords. It con-
cludes by recommending Prince
Edward Island to intending emi-
grants.

“For a long time the poem was
supposed to have been lost, but on
the 29th of March, 1893, it was
taken down from the mouth of an
old man (Roderick MacLeod, Port-
age), aged 85, who in ims boyhood
learned it from the author. It is
most likely that the air is the com-
position of one of the McCrimmons.
The song is a true specimen of the
vernacular Gaelic, as it was spok-
en in Skye a century ago—as the
author could neither read nor
write,

“The song was written by Ewen
Lamont and sent to ‘Mac Talla’ in
the Spring of 1895, by Murdhadh
Cain (the late Murdoch Lamont, of
Springhill, P.E.I)  We reprint it
now at the request of some of our
readers from Prince Edward Isl-
and.”

A further reference appears in
the Prince Edward Island Maga-
zine, January, 1903, to the following
effect: Comparing the song and
footnote with extracts (rom Benj.
Chappell's diary,” it seems very
probable that of Selkirk's three
ships the "“Polly” alone sailed from
Portree, and that she alone anch-
ored at Belfast. As the colonists
hailed from different parts of the
Highlands they did not necessarily
all sail from the same port on the
same day. There elapsed twenty
days between the dates of the ar-
rival of the first and last ships;
this would account for the poel's
sllence regarding the other vessels,
and for the fact that some people
claim that there was only one ship
in all. As for the date of the ar-
rival of the “Polly” at Belfast,
Chappell has August 8 and the

above note August 18. Possibly

opments of the postwar period.

As for the animal-product con.
tracts. it is. now well known that
the British last winter _extende¢
some of them with reluctance and
as a condition of continuing toget
wheat at the moderate contract
price. Again this fall the qyestion
of payment is a serious one, and
the size of the bacon and egg con-
tracts now being negotiated will
depend on what financial arrange-
ments can be made.

Under present circumstances.
Britain 15 of necessity - turning
more and more to countries of
supply where payment can be more
easily arranged. Though she will

no doubt continue to take o large
volume of Canadian agricultural
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Chrl ducatt will alway
seek to link freedom wilh responsi
bility, and to dispel fear by the in
culcation of love. It will also seek
to relate its teachings to thc out-
side world. It will major or the
subjects which deal with the hu

conditions which will bring.apout a
closer relation between education
and the life of the commurtity. —
Moose Jaw Times-Herald.

When Trudeau, a young doctor
practicing in New York City, dis-
covered that he had tuberculosis,
he decided to spend the vest of h.s
“short life” in his beioved Adiron-
dack mountains. But far from de-
cliningt he found the fresh air, rest
and careful routine of living were
restoring his health (he lived un-
til 1915). His sanatorium at Sar-
anac Lake, first established in 1855
for indigent patients, proved the
value of the ‘“open air’ treatment
for tuberculosis. Today it stands

as a living memorial to his len-

acity in combatting his disease
which once held such a dread [for
man, — From Freedom And Union.

1t seems fairly certain that (or
some reason the freckle 1s on a de-
cline, both in city and country.
There was a time when freckles
registered as high as seventy to
the square inch on a youthful brow
or cheek. In the Texas Centen-
nial Exposition in 1936, Betty Ann
Wilson won the freckles race with
an official count of 7,641 assorted
sunspots. It was in huge quan-
tities llke these that freckles were
once produced on juvenile counten-
ances. As many as 305 once nestled
on one tilted young nose in Illinois.
The decline in freckles, we believe,
seems to bear some relation to &
decline in red hair. The pleasant
epithet of “carrot-top”, it can be
noted, is now comparatively un-
heard in youthful circles. — New
York Herald Tribune.

Our sutumn trees are like the
phoenix which  kindles its own
death-fire, sings its glorious re-
quiem and then falls in death, lat-
er to rise verdant from its own
ashes. Two short weeks ago the
hills and valleys and streets were
gorgeous*in color, triumphant even.
But the beauty had a melancholy
hue, for soon, soon the leaves would
become sere and drop to tne ground
as cerements. Now the wind and
rain and frost have wrought their
havoc, .the trees are bearing and
soon will be gaunt and wintry.
Underneath our feet is the sad
cushion of faded glory. The cycle
has been fulfilled of -which Lamp-
man wrote:
Sly frosts shall take the creepers
by surprise,
And through the wind-touched red-
dening woods shall rise
October with the rain of ruined
leaves.

—Peterborough Examiner.

A vice-president of the American
Fisheries Society chose the budding
days of the school season to say
that a boy who plays nooky to go
fishing once or twice a year will
be better prepared for the baltle
of life than if he had learned the
date of the Battle of Hastings or
how to spell “arthritis.” He went
on to say, even more' positively,
that a boy who developed an in-
terest in fishing would never be-
come a juvenile delinquent. These
words came late; in many a com-
munity the boy who would play
hooky would have to plan a _long
trip to the nearest body of water
where he could drop a line. The
number of fishermen may not de-
cline because of these tendencies,
for there are always wtek-ends and
school vacations for the cultivation
of this hobby. Wives in whose
families the love of fishing runs
strong will add that nobody has
ever said that it promoles juvenile
delinquency. The real complaint
is that it promotes adult delin-
quency, particularly at meal times
at camp.—New York Sun.

the superfluous figure may be an
error of pen or press. The song
and its air were once very popular
on Prince Edward Island, and de-
tached verses, are still sung in
Belfast and in other parts of the
Provimce, and even in far  distant
lands. The author composed many
songs, but this appears to
have been the only one that found
its way into print.

manities, and will seek to create]

The Way -~

There will econtinue to
ket for horses for sport,
West especially,
on ranches.
this kind of stock

bodn mar
and in
for saddle hur'n‘::
Rnlslng1 and training
5 a

that has not become comx;‘:fh“y
Since the horse is still almost 1“'
dispensable for some Jobs, the e ’1|
likely to be a’continuing marnet ml
good, medium animals, well hroke:
and handy rather than heayy amj
powerful. The huge draft hors
that once was the pride of e\'ere
farm seems likely to disappea:, W{
must not overlook the sentimentg)
side ot the question, though. Man,
a farmer will stick to horses l'ori
generation yet, and cast aside econ
omic considerations in favor of {he
regard he has for them. — Copp.
wall Standard-Freeholder,

During n visit to the woo
in the shires of Nairn, Im'lélr::‘::
and Ross the Forestry Commissiop
inspected the Cawdor lands Where
Earl Cawdor has promised to plant
3,500,000 trees in 12 years (o e
place those felled in the two worlg
wars, when about 4,700 acres were
cleared providing 12,000,000 cubig
feet of timber. The 2,000 acres
cleared in the 1914-18 War have 4.
ready been replanted as well g
about 200 acres of thc more recer
fellings. To accomplish the task
it will be necessaty to coniiny
plantings at the rate of 300,%0 5
year. The Cawdor cstates includs
a nursery where 500,000 trees arp
being prepared for planting out an¢
the equipment includes a specia;
kiln for extracting seed from cones
—London Dally Mail. )

Mr. Ramkrishna Dalmia, as re
vealed at a reception given in hig
honor, is a remarkable figure. Lit.
tle known so far outside India, he
is one of the richest men in the .
country, owning a chain of cem-
ent factories, an air-line, all sorts
of other companies, and what
far more important from the polnt
of view of influence, The Times of
India and a whole series of as
sociated papers. With all this in
dustrial enterprise he combines g
studied simplicity of life and the
pursuit of one dominating ideal—
world-government. ‘That is what
he is here for. That 1s what he
is going to America for. Clad
completely In white, with white
Gandhi forage-cap, he slightly dis
concerted guests who were propos-
ing to shake hands with him by
bowing profoundly at each arrival
with hands pressed together a
though in prayer. Never, I think,
have I met so remarkable a com:
bination of business flalr with un.
inhibited idealism. “I am not a
politician,” sald Mr. Dalmia more
than once in the course of a speech
which was still flowing copiousiy
when I had to leave.—London
Spectator.

An  English headmistiess, Minu
Grace Nicholls, of Biidgewater
Grammar School for Girls, has had
something to say about the "black
market mentality.” Shke notes &
pronounced increase in lying and
concealment, This menlality has
come about, she believed, as the re
sult of the way the black market
has become part of Britain's daily
life. Similar reports have coms
from those in charge of schools in
other countries in which the black
market flourishes. It s a tangled
problem. For the conirolied mar-
ket inevitably creates the black
market. And the black market i§
notoriously difficult to uproot be
cause it generally comes to come
mand a large measure of public
support, The result is that respect
for the law is undermined. Lawe
breaking, by buying from the black
market, becomes ordinary and
widespread, and lose any serious
opprobrium. The whispered word,
the secret visit, the satisfaction of
boasting over the extra goods ob-
tained are all built into the pattern
of daily thought. This English
schoolmistress says that the black
market has become *“an acknowl
edged part” of the country's lite.
The phrase may not be too strong.
For when law-breaking becomes ais
most normal and naturai, the sens¢
of guilt years very thin. The peo-
ple who were always on the side
of the law find themselves more or
Jess regularly engaged in breaking
the. law. The “black markct men-
tality” that is engendered is N0
more heavily for the elders than
it is for their children. — Mont

real Gazette.
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