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! IDER ON THE PALE
; THE RID ORSE

ocalypse off st. Jgn rs?
a piclure of Four Horse-
ureef},}fg‘fsnedprespecnvely on white,
;’:d‘ plack, and pale horses. This,
J "is an allegory signifying
u:e woes that are to come swiftly
the earth from war, famine,
uponpesmence. Reports from several
eountries, and especially from Po-
Jand, show increasing perturbation
ver the spread of typhug fever. The
) Pale Horse is abroad,

n the AD!

in the days when the

nd
gover & in British prisons were

conditions

nandy, having conquered 8icil

from the Arabs, landed at Mnlci
and exacted tribute. There is an in-
scribed stone over. the gateway to
St. Angelo, perpetuating the Nor-
man -victory. Several beautiful Nor-
man buildings stil] exist. The
Arabs still held the island till 12,50,
when they finally withdrew. For the
next three centuries the island his-
tory was uneventful, though the
Turks (then newcomers to‘Europe)
made peroldic ralds and dragged the
unfortunate Maltese away to a life
of slavery.

In 1530 Malta was granted to the
Ktnﬂxut: f! the om{n:t St. John
0! alem, by peror Char-
lﬂ V of Spain, who seems to have

d of the island in

it was t;mm P
the old name of “gaol ever.”
&I}gf:bes were unknown in those
s and the malady was generally
ntrlbuted to over-crowding,
destitution, haraship, and oyer-
fatigue. An old book, written by an
obscure author, who nevertheless
displays more power of observation
than we usually credit to old writers
on such subjects, says it is the pest
of famine districts and beleaguered
clties, He thought, however, that it
might be carried, by the infection
of persons or clothes, into any
neighborhood and to any person.
This suspicion was not far astray,
for modern science has definitely
connected typhus fever with the
culus vestimentt — the common
use —as carrler.

The old writer noted too that the
fever might not show itself for a
{ortnight after contact with an af-
fected person, Then the symptoms
were “a feeling of utter-good-for=-
nothingness,” headache, nausea, and
irtense chilliness, and the stricken

rson takes to bed. As the disease
progresses the headache increases
(hence “Brain” fever), the tongue
{s dry and brown, the thirst great,
the pulse high, and the bodily heat
great, Sleep—at first, restless —
turns to stupor with violent or mut-

deploml)le g

tering delirium, the face and parts g

of the body turn a livid dusky color.
on the fourteenth to the sixteenth
day after the first attack comes the
witical stage, when the patlent may
collapse; or on the other hand sink
to & deep sleep, whence he awakes
very weak, but, as our author says
¢, new man.” In those times, when
medica] practice was in its infancy,
it was seldom that the patient
awoke feeling A new man!

Readers may tecall the prophecy
of St. Odile, which appeared in this
clumn a few months ago. That
prophecy (which first appeared .in
print 25 years ago) told of a terrible
German warrior who at first was
10 beat down all opposition, and en-
tlave Europe. But he was to endure
mly for a time; he would become
distrustful of his own men: and
moreover an unknown disease would
break out to help his downfall, Are
we witnessing the fulfilment of this?

THE ISLAND OF MALTA (5)

The modern history of Malta may
be said to commence with the Roman
wle at “Mel'ta,” The Roman cov-
emor of the island had a residence
at Notabile, and this was excavated
about 25 years ago, when many in-
teresting relics were found. Perhaps
this was the home of that Publius,
“the chief man of the island” who
received St. Paul after the ship-
¥reck (A, D, 60) mentions?  ‘he
Acts of the Apostles. S. Paulo and
§. Publio are still prominent names
in Malta.,

After the coilapse of the Roman
Empire, the Arabs, who were then
oldding for the mastery of the
known world, took possession of the
island and built the fortress which
still guards the entrance to the
Grand Harbor, The fortress (now
called St. Angelo) was bullt on the
site of a temple to Juno. In the
year 1090 Count Roger of Nor-

MUHOLSON'S POULTRY HEALTE
(Tonic and F.“— lator)

some unexplained fashion. As the
Order of St. John was an inter-
national one each nation built its
own head-guarters in Malta, and

_many of these beautiful specimens

of architecture are still in use as
government offices.

In the year 1565 a powsrful Turk-
ish fleet made an attack on Malta
but was finally driven off by the
Grand Master of the Order, His
name was La Vallette, and he bullt
the city of Valletta to commemor-
ate his victory. As the site of the
city is on a steep hill many of the
principal streets consist of flights
of stone stairs thus meriting Byron's
description — “a place of cursed
Kl .” A modern visitor has called
Valletta” & place of bells, yells and
smells,” but that is perhaps an ex-
treme view. The Cathedral of St.
John, in Valletta, was commenced
at this time also, as a burial place
for the Grand MMasters. When com-
pleted this Catnedral had a Sacra-
mental Chapel whose heavy but
ornamental gates were of pure sil-
ver,

The Knights of sSt. John were
cordially hated by the Maltese, per-
haps as much for their foreign na-
tionality as for their laxity and
luxurioug living, The French Re-
volution caused an uprising which
tripped the Knights of their power
and possessions.  (The Order still
¢xists in England, however, and
works in conjunction with the St.
John's Ambulance Society and the
British Red Cross).

Malta came to the front again in
1798, Napoleon, finding that the
British fleet had left the Medi-
terranean for a time, seized the is-
land on his way to Egypt. He ex-
pelled everybody connected with the
Knights, confiscated what remain-
ed of their property, and took over
that of the Ohurch. It is sald that
the solid silver gates of the Chapel
were hastily camouflaged by a coat
of paint, but to no purpose. They
together with the twelve silver
statues of the Apostles, were how-
ever, redeemed for “a great price.”
The Bishop’s historic crozier which
nad been brought from Rhodes, es-
caped Napoleon's attention, by be-
ing thrown into a well by the ver-
ger. The clergy accused him of
stealing it, and refused to believe
history; but he persisted in it even in
als deathbed, so the well was drain-
ed and there was the crozier!!

The Maltese of the Middle Ages
had something of a macabre taste
in the way of decorating their
churches and mortuaries, For ex-
ample there is a Chapel where the
bones of the IKKaights of St. John
have been worked into a most orna-
mental mural design. The chancel
arch is outlined by a semicircle of
skulls, under these are thousands
of small leg-bones worked into a
network pattern. The capitals of
the plers whereon the arch rests is
a double row of skulls, and the piers
themseles are marked by upright
cows of skulls separated b
yones wrought into a cordage
fect. The spandrels are filled with
big ‘“roses” made of shouldler.-
plades, Round the walls runs a dado
of elght rows of skulls one above
the other. The “Skull and Cross-
pones” emblem s employed lavish-
iy. There Is bhut one complete
skeleton but it looks quite natty, all
by itself in a little decorated alcove:
on its head a surt of colf, and robed
in an abbreviated shroud, it seems
to be beginning a shuffle-dance!
Really the decorations are so well
designed that one forgets their
gruesome origin (To be concluded).

Some Fishes of Malpeque Bay

Looking over = some bulletins I
came across the Proceedings of the
N. S. Institute of Science for 1939-
40 which contains a “Preliminary
List of the Fishes of Malpeque Bay”
by Dr. A, W. H. Needler, who was
at that time head of the P, E. I.

iological Station at Ellerslie, Be-
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Biolog
sides the list of fishes there are |

other observations which make the
paper delightful read'ng to the Na-
ture Student, and it is not less in-
teresting to the fisherman. I was
not aware that anything in this line
had been written since Francis Bain
gave us his Natural History of P.
E. 1., but Dr. Needler cites the list
Cornish and &tafford, both pub-
lished in 1912. Cornish gave a list
of the fishes of Tignish, and Staf-
frod's list is “so brief that it does
not pretend to any degree of com-
})lewueas." Here are a few notes
rom Dr, Needler's paper,

M ue Bay, like m others
on our shores, is shallow, 1tered,
and has a great seasonal range in
temperature, It comprises an area
of about 40,000 acres and since the
drdnaﬁ area is so small the salin-

is high.

e Lamprey, an eel-Vke-fish,
ttaches itself to kerel, “and as
the latter is common in the Bay,
the Lamprey may be expected to
occur with it.” Bain does not men-
tlon the Lamprey in his list of fish-
es.

The Prickly Skate, known to Bain

as the Thornfish, Is Raja scabrata
Garman, A singie specimen, about
6 inches Jong was seined in the Bay.
A specimen about four times that
length was taken at the mouth of
smelt O , Lob 33.
_Another species, the Raja diap-
hanes Mitchill, was more in_evid-
cnce at Malpeque. It is the Big, or
Eyveéd, Skate. 15 is repotted common
n_'l"iﬂnhh. Skate is generally eaten
i Britain, but being cheap, Is not
held In esteem,

The Kill'fish (Fundulus hetero-
clitus L) is a'so knwon as the
Mummichug. it is one of the most
abundant fishes of the Bay. The
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TWIG TIME

We are very prone to think that
with the falling of the gorgecusly-
colored autumn leaves we are left
to look upon barren wocds with
uninteresting Lwlgs all mono-
tonously the same, But even a cas-
ual glance at the winter wocds
shows the trees themselves to be
different in shape, size, and even
in color, and when we examine the
twigs of the various species of trees
we find, as with all studies, that
observation reveals differences un-
noticed hitherto. For no two kinds
of trees have twigs exactly alike,
and many of them have twigs as
different as their leaves.

Naturally these differences are
not s> obvious when trees are in
fu™ leaf. It is not until the foliage
falls away that we have an oppor-
tunity to really study the twigs.
It Is as though Nature draws aside
her great green curtain and bids
us commence our study of a new
phase of forestry. And, as in all
Nature, we are impressed with
the endless variety of twigs.

The many different sizes of twigs
at once attracts our notice, The
hickorles, butternuts and walnuts
are not what could be called great
trees, and the sumach is little more
than a large-sized bush, and yet
all these carry stout, heavy twigs,
much larger than those of the
stately elm or the tall graceful
crack willow. The size of the tree
has nothing to do with the size of
ts twigs

i i
Appearances also differ widely.
In gget a good forestry expert cayn
identify a single twig as readily as
most of us can name the ccm-
moner trees on sight. The beech
is a smooth, slender, shiny,
graceful spray with long, sharply-
pointed buds, bright brewn in col-
or. The sumach is a short, stout
vexg halry stick with more knobs
of buds. The ashes and maples are
unique in having smooth, slender,
ds

<

’hlsga’ pollsheit'ie twigs. u:dth bus
n opposite each other on th
twig Even the Manitoba marpk:

whose leaves differe so from the
others, being divided into leaflets,
still retains the family character-
istic of pairs of buds. Most twigs
are straight, but a few, like the
elm, sycamore, wild plum, birch-
es, an e basswood are zig-zag
with buds at each angle,

And, quite apart from size and
appearance, some have their own
geraonauties, 50 to speak. The
alsam popular, as spring ap-

oaches, unfolds its brown sficky
ud and gives off a delightful odor
which reminds those who know it
of the woodlands. And many of
us can recall outdoor rambles of
former days by chewing a sprig of
sassafras and revelling in its spicy
flavor, or by the sweet gelatinous
taste of basswood buds.

But these are all more or less
superficial  observations,  which
should lead us on, mnot only to be
able to know the trees by their
twigs, but to learn the secret
which lies within the bud. It is
one of the miracles of Nature, that
within that tight little package on
the twig there is the germ of
abundant life. Month after month,
through the coldest of weather,
when the temperature drops far
below zero and when one would
wonder what could withstand such
frost, that germ still survives, un-
til the milder days of spring bid
all dormant life awake. And then.
be it the buds of the gnarled hcme-
ly walnut or the slim gracefu’
beech, the stout hairy sumach, or

the shiny fragrant poplar, the
rigidly stiff oaﬁm or the swaying
strands of the willows and the

birches, all unfold and develop into
the leaves we know so well, Nor
is this all. Wrant uo in that bud,
in its Innermost parts, is that sys-
terious scmething which in time
becomes the blossom, ffie aut, the
berry, the winged seed, the catkin
or the gourd, according to the
species of tree.

During the fourth quarter of 19-
41, under the quota provisims of
the Canada-U. S, Trade Agree-
ment, Canada has shipped t> ‘*he
United States 24,135 ead of cattle
weighing 700 pounds or more,
other than hairy cows. This 15 40.-
6 per cent of the quarterly allot-
ment of 51,720 head.

largest taken was just over 5 inches
ong.

In 1931 there was an incursion of
Needlefish or Billfish into our
waters, This is the Scomberesox
saurus of Walbuum, and has a long
“pill” for mouth A single specimen
found its way to the Bay. It was
about, 16 inches long. Fishermen
could not recollect having seen these
fish before.

A single specimen of the Tuna
(Thunnus thynnus L) was found
stranded on the mud flats near the
mouth of the Buy; and was record-
2d by Stafford.

Altogether  thirty-two distinct
spec'es of fish have been taken in
Malpeque Bay.
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A WEEELY COLUMN OF PRACTICAL OPINIONS OF THE
VITAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE USES AND ABUSES Of
NATURAL RESOURCES BY MR. LUDLOW JENKINS
MARSHFIELD.

CLEVE WILLIAMS
In Qur Dumb Anmals

Eery year the United States gov-
ernment sends out many of its
Coast Guard cutters to protect the
young seals. These pug-nosed in-
fants swim with their mothers
down from their summer resory on
the cold, rocky Pribilof Islands of
Alagka, to bask In the warm waters
of the coast of California,

The little seals have to swim
many lundreds of miles, and nat-
urally they and their m “hers tra-
vel very slowly, That is why the
government sends 1its cuiters to
guard them. For if the seais had no
protection, cruel pelagic sealers
might hunt them down with motor-
boats and rifles, and kill them for
their fur, whith is very valuable.
It is against the laws of ceveral na-
tions for hunters to follow the
mothers and capture thcm or to
catch and kill their young.

Long ago the seal hunters slew
their prey relentlessly, until there
was danger that all the seals wouid
be gone. But the seals never
changed the custom of swimming
up to Alaska and back down to
warmer waters—just as though
they trusted in some greater pow=
re to come to their help eveniual-
ly .Finally help came. The na‘‘ons
held a conference, and the United
States was charged with *hu cuty
of protecting the seals.

Beginning in January, and
even earller, mother-seals and
father-seals start swimming from
the warm Southern wate:s as far
down as Mexico and back, to Prib-
ilof where government officers se-
lect the seals to be used ior tur—a
relatively small numbe. Coast
Guard cutters then keep hunters
away from all the other seals, which
are free to frolic about the rocks,

often

At that time the bleax islands
are a queer sight, with big seals
weighing a ton or more “woofing”
majestically, and tiny seals bark-
ing shrilly, trying their fliopers as
they wriggle around, and diving in-
to the sea to catch fish. Then, too,
the mother-seals are teaching their
pups to stay close to the maternal
flippers, lest lurking polar bears
catch some of them.

Because of old treatles with the
Indians, the red men are still al-
lowed to hunt seal with bow and
arrow. The joke is that they may
use only canoes. It is hard to catch
a seal in a canoe, and navder stili
to shoot one with an arrow, so the
seals are not in much danger. For
rare is the Indian who can boast
of having harmed one of Uncle
Sam’s charges.

Since the government stacied pro-
tecting seals, their number has in-
creaced until now there are ap-
proximately two millons,

The armadillo, commonly found
in southern Texas, Mexico, and
Central Armerica always has four
young and the four are eitner all
males or all females. This iy the
only animal in the world known to
produce its litter of young of only
one sex. They make nice pets and
are easy to care for. They root in
the ground like pigs, hunting for
insects and roots. They are pretect-
ed by a hard shell which covers
t{\; entire body except the under-
side

Turtles are rather sluggish ani-
mals and do not use up much en-
ergy. Treir hard shells prevent
moisture from escaping from thelr
bodies. They readily store up fat
which serves them well in times of
famine. When necessary they cap
go without food for a year.

Too Many Low
Out%ht Hogs

Following many protests that are
being received by the Bacon Board
regarding increased discounts <mn
low-grade hogs, _particularly in
Weste:n Canada, Hon, J. G. Tagg-
art, Chalrman of the Board states
that there has been no cut in prices
of A and Bl grade hogs, He said
that on November 4th and 1lth
last the Board issued a statement
to the effect that unless something
could be done by hoi producers
themselves to reduce the number
of outweight or the low-grade hogs
it might be necessary

drastic reductions on hogs market-
ed in these lowe:r grades, or even
refuse to buy them at all except
on the public market,

Feeding Operations
For 1941-42 Season

Cattle feeding operations for all
Ccanada for the 1941-1942 feeding
season will on about the same
scale as in 1940-41 steies the
Dominion Department of Agri-
culture, However, there is likely
to be a difference in the distribut-
fon of feeders as compared with
past years, due to shortage of
roughage in many feeding areasin
Eastern Canada on the one hand
and an abundance of feed m many
districts in Western Canada on the
other, Usually more feeder cattle
are fattened in Fastern feed-lots
than in the West.

Two factors have contributed to
brln;i about this condition. First,
the feed situation, and second, a

[potwithstanding this warning, g engthening of ‘the mavket for

the cituation has not improved as
the following figures show. For ihe
week ended November 29th, 101,
821 hogs, nct inclufing sows end
stags, were marketed in the three
Prairle Provinces. The domestic
allo’ynent, or the number cf hogs
which may be distributed for home
consumption in these provinces, is
8216 hogs per week. Accordingly
03.605 of 92 per cent must be of
the quality stipulated in the agree-
ment with the British Ministry of
Focd, Under this agreement Can-
ada has undertaken to supply not
less than 600,000,000 1b, of bacon
by Octcber, 1942. Of the 101,821
hogs marketed in the week under
review, 10.674 were graded C, D, E,
lights and extra heavies, none of
wnish is sultable for export.
Sl | Of 9.402 or 9 per cent was B-

¢-2, D-2, and lights or car-
E weighing  below 135 1b.
Among those accepted in the tip
grades, were some that were not
suitab'e for export Lecause of |
bruises and other defects.

There are now more hogs bein%
marketed unsuitable for —expor
than can be absorbed in the do-
mestic market, states the Board,
If the number of these oﬂ-_gradg

feeders to fairl

men

feede~s early in the shipping sesson
which helped to raise the price for
high le"els.

In Western Canada the Depart-
looks for an increase in the
r of cattle fattened this
winter, The feed supply appears to

be ample in most sections. In Al-

berta cattloynen were nct able to
make full use of cover crops be-
cause of the backwa:d 'veather at
harvest time, This will like'y he a
factor in the raling of votal gains,

In view of the recenrly conclud-
ed agreement hetween Canada and
Bcuador, Canadiun gods enter-
ing that couniry are accorced
most-favoured-nation treatment,
including the benefit, of prefer-
ential rates on certain articles.

Experiments car:ied out in the
Dominion Laborat:ry of Plang
Pathology, Edmonton, Dominion
Department of Agriculture, on
methods of ctntrol of bacterial
ring rot of potatoes, have con-
firmed the fact that a knife con-
taminated by cutting through a
diseased tuber is an effactive
cause in transferring the disease

hcgs s not substantially 1
this surplus product, which can
only be sold on the domestic
market will ultynately force all
heg prices to lower levels, unless
something is dcne immediately to
correct the situation, The Bacon
Board believes the farmer who Is
raising hogs ¢f a grade and qu:lit s
that wil' meet Great Britain's
war requirements should not suffe.
because his neighbour is loariny
the market with an inferior pro-
duct, and the individual farmer
who is marketing off-grace hogs
should be the one who would in-
cur any loss involved. The Board
will do everything within its pcwers
to see that the highest possible
price is paid for hogs of a quality
suitable for export, kut no pro-
tection can be given to producers
who persist in marketing hogs of
a type and weight that cannot be
exvorted,

H:g producers in Western Can-
ada have responded splendidly to
the apeal to produce more bacon
fcr Britain, but with 90 per cent
of all hogs produced in the Prairie
Provinces 1equired for export
should be clear'y understood that
every hog marketed not suitable
fcr © export is  bandicapping the
war effort and creating a most un-
satistactory condition cn  the
domestic market.

Protects Farmers

In a recent radio address dealin:
with t-» fixing of the cei'ing o
p.ices :nd the relation of such to
inflati-n, Donald Gordcn, ~Chair-
man, Wartime Prices and Trade
Board, said the farmer can play his
part by preducing as much as he
quired, Inflation may seem to
benefit farmers by Taising the
prices of their i)roducts. but in the
end. when deflation fcllows, the
fayner faces rain, he explained
Under the price ceiling, the farmer
is protected for the first time a-
gainst a rise in ‘he price of the
goods he must buy end he has a

Howse 'vital conce n in making the price

ceiling work.

Mr, Gordon said “One of the

can of the fcod oriducts most re- |

to healthy potatoes. e

dangers of iInflation is the fac
that it is disguised in fancy terms
which make it hard {o under-
stand, Don't bother about the
fancy terms, There arz just two
plain things we must kneow, First
—what inflation does, so we can
realize why we must defeat it
Seccnd, how inflation happens so
we can know how to tight it. First
then, what does inflation do? Why
is it bad? Why must we dafeat it
at all costs?

“This is what inflation does. Tt

ts prices and costs into a spiral
that climbs _faster and faster.
Wages and salaries never catch un
Fixed incomes are left iar behind,
The cost of living clinbs higher
and higher, beyond yonr income.
The dollar in your pocket becomes
worth less and less, Your savings
shrink away

“Inlation begins as a nation’s
war effort, In times of peace, this
tremendous prduction would mean
prosperity because we would be
producing goods for our own use
and enjoyment, But the things
we are p:oducing to-day are mainly
for war and we have less and less
of the goods and commodities
that we want for ordinary use.
What happens is simple enough.
On the one hand, in the form of
our Government, we begin to bid
up to buy the commoditles we
must have for war, On the other
hand, as idividual citizens, we
bid against cur Government to buy
things for our ordinary use We
thus get into a process of bidding
against ourselves, and up goO
prices and costs to start the in-
flation spiral. There is only one
wnf' to fight 1t It Is the price
ceiling.

L)verpool’s First sir%ptmher. Just phone, or
Dwelling Burned | charles E. Worth, 142 Great
?ehulr° Str&e.t. l‘;))hnlotkwwn
C on 3
JUST IN CASE J. Harry Gm:i f)entnl Bedeque;
" m _—-—;‘S‘P} The wﬂazi’s l-‘r;ll:c‘::. Gardiner, Launching
n C! ystems in
oecupied gom"mgg- e o enting | O%C: Johnson, Churchill Farm,
worthy” tory wo.kers s Carrie,
special guards with autherity t> W{;‘-‘ L P c R RS

take contiol ©f plants “in the
event of police being confined to
barracks”

TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Eighty per cent of the catalogue
of approximately 4,000 silver fox
pelts was sold at an increase of 10%
in price over the December levels
at the New York Auction Company
sale, Denver, Colorado, January
26th, The attendance was good and
bidding active with most of the buy=
ing being done by manufactureis.
Full silvers reached a top price of
$100 with an average of $33, Three-
quarters had a top cf $34 and an
average of $25. Halves were 80%
sold at an average of $18.50, Dark-
er phases sold at an average of
$21.03. The average price of the en-
tire collection was $29.00. No figures
were issued on mink, only a limit=
ed quantity being sold. ,

The Canadian Fur Auction Salcs,
Montreal, which had some 23,000 sil-
ver fox pelts listed, opened at 10.00
o'clock last Monday mcrning at the
Mount Royal Hotel, From private
acvices we learn that selected full
silvers averaged $41.00; ordinary and
clear silvers averaged $31.40; in-
ferfor fulls, $21.29; fine selected
halves and three quarters averaged
$26. Eighty-five per cent of the of-
fering was sold at an average of
$26.80. Observers considered that the
prices were up 10% from the pre-
vious December sale and about 10%
under the January sale of 1941. We
urderstand that the room was full
of buyers, many of them represen.=
ing firms in South America, The
announcement of a possibility of a
‘uniform currency for the United
States and the remainder of the
Americas has had a strengthening
effect on the market. If this really
goes through the silver fox crop of
the United States and Canada
should be easily disposable of at fair
prices.

c—_—

Comparing the above auction sale
with those recently held in New
York and the Denver sale, we would
say that the average is only between
two or three dollars lower in Mon-
treal, It shows really surprising
strength compared with the past
and must mean that the buyers are
not contemplating shipping their
purchases to the 1J. S, A, or if so
it must be with the idea that the
market there will considerably im-
prove. As our readers are aware
there is a 35% duty levied on silver
fox pelts entering the United States
and considerable difficulties are
thrown in the way of importers by
customs officials adding expenses to
the duty, so that 40% would be a
conservative estimate of costs of
placing silver fox on the New York
auctions, Then there is a 5% charge
for selling. Again these charges
must be credited 10% exchange in
our favor on American money com-
ing into Canada, leaving a net of
about 35% against us

The catch and exports of Russlian
furs will be greatly limited this
year. The Ukraine, White Russia
and part of European Russia. all
important fur producing areas, are
now occupied by the Germans or
are battle flelds over which the two
nations are fighting. Bessarabia. the
Crimea and the Ukraine were im-
portant producers of Persian lamb
skins and fur production for the
balance of the Soviet Union will be
away below normal, owing to mob-
ilization of its people for other pur=
poses such as army and defence
industries.

Then again, it will not be feas-
ible to ship goods through waters
where the Japanese are active or
in control and this will cut out
shipments of furs from Siberia and
Manchuria. All in all there is a
strong probability that the raw fur
market of the United States and
Canada will be depleted by a full
one-third of its regular available
stock of furs through the effects
of war. This has meant a strong
tendency now evidencing itself in
furs such as muskrat. Mink has not
felt the advantages of the new sit-
uation yet, because it is considered
that the prices for mink coats made
up at anything like last year's fig=-
wres is too high to tempt a large
scale sale of them, It is being real-
ized that mink ranchers must take
at least 25% under last year's pric-
es to sell their product.

Women's Wear Daily, New York,
for January 26th, has the following
to say regarding the recent Mont=
real Fur Sales. (Canada) Limited
sale of 4,500 silver fox at Montreal,
Friday, January 23rd, “All export-
able goods went well and local buy=-
ers purchased a heavy percentage of
the non-exportable grades. Report-
ed selected full silvers 100% so'd at
an advance of 30%. Regular fuil
silvers 75% sold, up 12%; selcc.ed
one-half to three-quarter silver 60%

No writing. No money orders.

Merrill Murphy, Vernon River;
or Elmer Waugh, Wilmot Valley

sold, up 109

portable 65% sold, unchanged; one-

silvers ' il 2=
sold, up 10%%; | ek
5%; low

quarter to thr
non-exportable, 75
inferiors 90% sold, up
grades 100% sold, up 5%. All com-
parisons are with the last Comp-
any's sale in December.

quarters

Dr, LaForest of Quebec, s now
experimenting with a ¢ between
his LaForest platinums and red
foxes., He claims to have produced
some pups with reddish goldin
shade top color which shades to blue
on legs, paws and tail.

Reproduction in Foxes s the title
of a timely article in Canadian Sil=
ver Fox and Fur for January, from
the pen of Dr. C. K. Guun. We
quote:— “Large litter size is of very
great economic impcrtance and the
time of mating is found to effect
production. So far the indicatiors
show that greater production results
from early matings. It is shown that
the greatest production is cbtained
when mating takes place on the first
day.” The article then gives illu=-
strations of the effects of times of
mating which seem to prove that
the conclusion arrived at by Dr.
Gunn is the correct one. It would be
a good idea for ranchers who have
the facilities to check up on these
findings to communicate results to
the Doctor, who we are sure would
be very grateful to have his expcTie
ments more fully tested out by other
ranchers,

Dr. W. A, Young, well knesin to
many ranchers here and now a re=
presentative of Fromm Bros, Wis-
consin, believes that fur buying will
improve later on, That young wom=
en going into industry to take the
place of men called to the army and
heavier work will buy furs with anv
surplus cash they may have to
spend. He looks forward to a greatly
strengthening of the market and
does not believe there is any justi-
fiable reason for ranchers to lose
their heads and get excited over
present conditions, There shoui be
plenty of feed, meat, cereals, etc,
in the United States to keep the
American rancher going without
curtailing his feeding program too
much, 1t may be necessary for each
rancher to cut his own personal
costs in some way through a modi-
fying living program to keep his
ranch out of the red.

Mr, McNamara of the New York
Auction Company, says this is no

time to be worried or frightened ov- =

er the market. There was quite
heavy buying during the month of

September and early November in g
order to beat the price rises that ;

were predicted. A drop then came
in the selling of this merchandke
and naturally caused the fur mer-
chant to stop and reconsider before
making any more purchases, Num-
erous other authorities in the Unit-
ed States could be quoted, all of
whom expect a sironger market fcr
silver fox in the future, although
none of them are perdicting high
prices. It would be contrary to the
trend of the times to expect high
prices, It would be centrary to the
trend of the times to expect high
prices for our product, as it would
then be out of line with other arti-
cles which are affected by price
control.

Although it is early in the season
we hear from quite a number of
ranches that they have had a lot
of matings, though most of the
ranches figure on matings com=-
mencing around the first of Febru-

ary. It does not really make much j

difference from a pelt standpoint.
Data compiled by the Bureau c¢f An=
imal Industry in the United States
showed that pelts of foxes born
around the first and second weeks
in April hrought the best average
price out of Fromm'’s large cons
ment of two or three years, Tt

1ese

were pups, we believe, In our ex- |

perience we find it a bit harder to
hold color on very early pups until
pelting time, which is usually the

latter part of November or early Keep Minard's in the lmn_u-.
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