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The Sales Tax

Gazette predicts that at the coming session of

tion-eve gesture, may reduce the sales tax to 4
per cent. This notwithstanding the unbalanced

extra liabilities incurred in pegging the price of
western wheat. If the Government acts in ac-
cord with this prediction it will be running true
to form. It will be recalled that the first King
Government, after increasing the sales tax from
3 to 6 per cent, and collecting $612,000,000 rev-
enue from this source in the succeeding seven
years, sliced the rate to 1 per cent before going
to the electors, Liberal efforts to capitalize on
this piece of “generosity” in the following
election campaign proved a sorry failure. The
incoming Censervatives were forced, in 1931,
to raise the tax to 4 per cent and in the fol-
lowing year to the former Liberal rate of 6 per
cent, the country at that time being in the
trough of the world’s worst depression, with
millions of revenue required to meet unemploy-
ment and other emergency problems.

A great hullabaloo was raised by Liberal
opposition members at restoration of the 6 per
cent rate, It was made a major issue in the sub-
sequent federal campaign of 1935, when the
promise was given that this tax would be
abolished altogether if the King Government
was returned.

We all know the sequel. Mr. King and his
followers were victorious, and at the next ses-
sion of Parliament the sales tax was increased
to the all-time high level of 8 per cent, where
it has since remained. In the last fiscal year
alone, $142,000,000 was collected by the King
Government from this source.

Now, according to the Gazette correspondent,
We are to see a repetition of the Liberal trick
of sales tax reduction before facing the elec-
tors, with no guarantee, of course, that the ex-
nt rate will not be restored in the
event of another Liberal victory. It reminds one
of the old adage:

“The devil was sick, the devil a saint would be;

The devil was well, the devil & saint was he.”

A Stern Warning

1t s a far cry from the traditional isolation-
ist policy of the United States of a few months
ago to the speech which President Roosevelt
delivered this week before the session of Con-
gress. No nation, the President declared, can
be safe today in its “will to peace” so long as
any other single powerful nation refuses to
settle its grievances at the council table, “We
have learned that survival can not be guaran-
teed by arming after the attack begins . . . We
have learned that long before any overt mil-
itary act, aggression begins with preliminaries
of propaganda, subsidized penetration, the
loosening of ties of good will, the stirring of
prejudice and the incitement to disunion.”

No better summing up has been made of the
activities of Germany under Nazi rule, The
fact that the German ambassador was present
during the President’s speech to Congress add-
ed emphasis to this pointed warning. Moreover,
said Mr. Roosevelt, “we have learned that God-
fearing democracies of the world which observe
the sancitity of treaties and good faith in their
dealings with other nations can not safely be
indifferent to international lawlessness “any-
where. They can not forever let pass, without
effective protest, acts of aggression  against
sister nations—acts which automatically under-
mine ‘all of us.”

It is impossible, of course, to estimate the
effect of the President'’s speech in the totalitar-
ian countries where independent expression of
opinion is prohibited. In France and England,
however, it has been construed as indicating a
marked change in United States foreign policy,
bringing  Washington into closer alignment
with European democracies,

Quebec’s Example

Publicity was recently given through the
Canadian Press to the Quebec Government’s
farm colonization scheme, based, it is stated, on
the Government’s “firm. conviction that the pro-
vince will not prosper if agriculture, its basic
industry, does not.” -

Started in 1936, when the Duplessis Govern-
tent came into power, the scheme is primarily

« for the purpose of colonizing rich but undevelop-
ed sections in the northern counties of Temis-
kaming and Abitibi, but it also includes the re-
habilitation of abandoned farm properties in old
parishes. Already more than 20,000 persons, in-
eluding unemployed and their = families, debt-
burdened farmers and their sons, have been set-
tled in groups of 20 to 50, Roads, churches and
: schools were built immediately a new commun-
3 ity was formed. If the colonists are new to
. fawming and land-cleating, specially organized
schools teach them how it i§" done, ;
In this. Province we have o virgin areas to.
¢!
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tor and economics must always be a “blend,”
and, as the vital force in advancing civilization
must have to do with motives rather than the
mere mechanics of the economic order, the func-
tion of the Church lies in changing men and wo-
men and not in advocating schemes of changed
society.

* x % x
The value of the living animals exported in
November was $1,358,427 compared with $1,-
039,332 in October and $781,471 a year ago.
Most of the exports went to the United States,
there being 854 cattle for the improvement of
stock sent to that country, along with three to
New Zealand and eight to Newfoundland. Im-
ports amounted to $391,087 as against $101,385
in the previous month and $398,013 in Novem-
ber, 1937.

* x ox
The accoustics in both Chambers of Parlia-
ment at Ottawa are defective, and endeavours
to rectify it by introducing wires and loudspeak-
ers have been frustrated by the “Elder Statesmen”
and a section of the newspapermen. The objec-
tion on the part of the Elder Statesmen has not
been explained, but in the opinion of the Parlia~
mentary Press gallery “improvement” would
mean merely that a lot of speeches not worth de-
livering or hearing would be thrust upon un-
willing ears. “The political reporters,” we are
told, “would appreciate such a thing when good
speeches are being made but, unfortunately, a
great deal of chaff is mixed with the straw.”

* ok ok %

The British Columbia Government has agreed
to make a grant of $3,000 toward holding the
Imperial Press Conference in Canada in 1940.
The conference will sit in various parts of the
Dominion, delegates visiting all the provinces.
The federal Government and other provincial
governments have been approached for grants,.
Mr. Pattullo said. A total of $75,000 is being
sought for the conference, with the Dominion
providing $50,000, It is to be hoped our awn
Provincial Government will make substantial
contribution, for a visit from the Empire Press
will be the biggest boost the Province is ever
likely to get.
* o k%

Some people have all the luck. Oil was dis-
covered the other day on the 100 acre farm of
Mr. Edward Smith, St. Elmo, I, and he sold
a lease of it to an oil company for $50,000 and
a better-than-average royalty on the oil that
it produces. Immediately Mr, Smith bought six
cars as Christmas presents for each of six child-
ren and a seventh car for Mrs. Smith and him-
self. The only member of the family left with-
out a car was a minor child, who received a
bank account providing enough to buy a car
when he reaches the age of 18, ,

* K X %
The November export of Canadian cheese
amounted to 125,357 cwt. valued at $1,801,104
compared with 121,653 worth $1,779,844 in the
previous month and 147,612 at $2,158,655 in
the corresponding month last year. The total to
the United Kingdom was 120,332 cwt. The im-
ports of cheese in November totalled 180,774
cwt. at $45,575 against 146,442 worth $34,139
in October and 223,806 at $54,847 in. Novem-
ber, 1937. The amount from France was §4,-
365 cwt, Italy 39,251, Switzerland 39,120,
Denmark 14,664 and *the‘ United States 13,846.

* *

According to Rev. Geor
retary of the Lord’s Day
vincial Government is te
cognition of professional Sunday sports, Pro-
vincial Attorney-General Gordon Conant said
there should be modification of Sunday “Blue
Laws.” “There is nothing in the Lord’s Day
Act of 1906 to forbid personal recreation,” Mr,
Webber said. “Amy ban on personal recreation
to which objection is taken, is wholl due to the
act of 1845. The 1906 Federal act oes not for-
bid Sunday recreation ; it forbids the business of
sport on Sundays. There is nothing in the act
that 1 know of to stop people from playing base-
ball or like games, so long as they are not com-
mercial in any way.” In supporting the attor-
ney-general Mr. Hepburn said: “Certain games
and shows are permitted in other provinces and
states ‘on Sundays and I cannot .see that On-
tario’s morals are t;ery much superior.”
* %k K
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Mussolini would like, no doubt, to follow Hit-
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ing medical schadls are directed by Jewish scien~
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Exports of farm implements and machinery
$425,012 compared with
$890,806 last year,
$723,446 compared
nd $925,426 in No-

Miami Beach is one of the few major cities | of
of the United States which has no industries,
The one exception, if it could be called that, is

turing plants with-

Christian ethics can never be reduced to a
legal system, according to Lord Stamp, British
economist, who in a lecture a few days ago at
London University held that the religious fac-

“blood brothet” in Ger- ?n' the
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tanks, but the eman must foot
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Montreal Gazette, } -
T By James W. Barion, MD, .
Protesting the folly of hemis-
pherical isolation, Sir  Geo INSULIN AN ADVANCE IN
Parish warns W n . that TREATMENT OF MENTAL
Uncle 8am may yet n the help PATIENTS
of Great Britain to fight off the

wl!“x;da stomes of Germany.
Unc would certainly need
somebody——and ter
to give it than old
Windsor Daily Star,
Pegple living In the neighbor-
hood of wﬂllggeﬂes establisaed here-
abouts know how
with the residents ville,
Ont.,, who are protesting against
the establishment there of a sec-
ond piggery making use of gar-
bage on the ground that they
need ks in order to sleep
in the vicinity of the
lant. -—Brockville Re-
Tim,

D!
corder and

Self-Discipline, voluntarily prac-
tised by the individual, and self-
discipline imposed thro those
whom we freely elect to high office
of government, are essential if
the Democracies are to meet suc-
cessfully the challenge of the new-
er forms of political theory which
are all making a bid for the sup-
port of youth. —Napanee Beaver.

Canada produced 110 air liners
in 1937. That is the beginning of
a huge output of planes for com-
mercial and military use, Only
Russia surpasses Canada in its use
of airplanes for essential freight
services, but Canadian air pro-
ess has been made almost en-
irely as a commercial enterprise
without government aid to date.
—Brantford Expositor.

Commenting on the advice that
Canadians eat more butter to use
up the surplus, the New York
Herald Tribune  says: “Field
Mashall General Hermann Wilhelm
Goering, Adolf Hitler's aide, has
told Germans, who have to stand
in queues and buy butter on
rations, that it is more important
to have cannon than hutter, ex-
plaining that cannon make a aa-

tlon strong, but butter only makes
it fat” — st. omas Times-
Journal.

Some people have a tendency to
drink the country out of deb:, and
themseives into the grave, but
from figures in the Financial Post
this week there are a lot of Can-
adians smoking the country out
of the red. The Dominion Govern-
ment takes §40,000000 a year in
excise and sales tax on tobacco
products and it would take the
great Lake Shore Mine nearly 2
1-2-years to produce that much
gold. Nearly 7,000,000,000 cigar-
ettes are marketed in Canada aur-
ing the year. -—St. Catharines
Standard.

Agriculturists in Ontario send
more children to the University
of Western Ontario than any
other group of parents following
Ohe occupation, according to a re-
port of the president of the uni-
versity presented to the board of
governors recently. The farmers
lead all other occupations, with
534 students at “Western,” which
speaks well for the agriculturists
of the finest farming area in the
world. —Stratford Beacon-Herald,

Since his retirement from office
Captain Eden has shown praise-
worthy sportsmanship and res-
traint. In reply to a query by a
New York reporter, he deciared,
for instance, that he had said ali
he had to say about Munich in
the British House of Commons.
And he has by no means hurt his
bersonal prestige by that attitude.
‘'nere are a e and
number of Englishmen who are
to believe that his foreign
policy is the on
after all

one possinle
, — Chronicle -
Telegraph.

Robert Robertson,
has been a member e
Arm municipai council for 21 years
without a break. He has been reeve
since 192/ and has just been re-
elected to that post, He has yet to
miss & council meeting and he has
attended hundreds of them. Since
1917 he has travelled 30,000 miles
on municipal business, Big Arm
municipality has no honded in-
dwwdnm‘and bﬁenl.y any indeb-
teaness of any d, suggesung
that Reeve Ropertson has been a
careful pilot of the municipal ship.
Regina Leader~Post,

we zgnthu,

The greatest war of words the
worid has ever known s being
fought today by anb‘asgomthlc news-

in which event 5 when (o
nt in the
le | Watch

John Bull? —

to sympathize
of Cooks

One of the stories we used to
hear when in our beens was of the
mental hospital who
ed workmen digging in some
hard clay, He questioned one of
the workmen as to the amount of
wages he received, how many hours
he worked, and as to the quantity
and quality of the food he ate.
After learping this and comparing
it with his own life in the institu-
tion, he laughed and said, “And I
am supposed to be crazy.”
It is these “satisfied”

patients that form the largest
single group of patlents in our
mental hospitals. They are called
schizophrenics or dementia prae-
cox patients, who live in a ‘persist-
ent dream state’ in which they be-
lieve or have made themselves be-
lieve that they are important in-
dividuals—kings, emperors, wealthy
business men. Naturally, this is &
more satisfying life than being out

mental

position or huge wealth means
nothing and they have to work and
obey like other men.
What is the result? :
Because of their contentment
with the protected life in the men-
tal institution they live a long
time. And because they do live a
long time it is estimated that not
less than 25 to 50 percent of all
the inmates of mental hospitals
belong to this class—dementia
Praecox.

Fortunately it is in this very
large percentage of mental pat-
)ex‘x%s that the new treatment of
Insulin shock has given briliant
results. Just why this treatment
gives results is as yet unknown.
Some research workers think that
the deep sleep or unconsciousness
enables the patient to forget or get
completely away from the cause
which disturbed his mental bal-
ance.

Before the insulin treatment was
known, a large number of these
dementia praecox patients re-
covered under the usual methods
of treatment, so the question aris-
es as to whether the insulin treat-
ment is really a better method.
Dr, Norman L. Easton, Director
of Research, Ontario Hospital, New
Toronto, Canada, compared two
groups  who recefved the same
food, same amount of rest, same
medical attention except that &ne
group received insulin and the
other did not. The results show-
ed that while 65 percent of ’those
taking insulin were able to leave
hospital, just 40 percent of those
not taking the insulin recovered.
Dr. Easton states that he is firm-
Iy convinced that more can be
done for schizophrenics with in-
sulin than without it.

Needn’t Pity The
Oyster

(Australian Press Bureau)
Sympathy for cysters eaten alive

Is wasted sympa iy, according to
T. Ireland,” F.R.ZS, Australian
Mugeum Conchologist,

e laughed at a statement of the
esident of the New South Wales
un Club (Captain J. R. Patrick)
that “sticking forks in live oysters
and eating them was the cruellest
thing he knew.”

Ireland spends his life among fish

and shells,
“You can cut an gglster into 50

bites, and it will no pain,”
sald Mr, Ireland joyfully.

“It's about as sensitive as the
sole of my hoot.”

ocls Covnen.

Some belleve the slumber

Of trees is in T

When timber's naked under sky
And squirrel keeps his chamber,
But I believe their fibres
Awake twue and labo
When ence comes roaring
The oud Ocf o

And plunders woods ahd sunders
And sends the leaves to wander,
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