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‘Another important. milestone in pro-
gress toward the goal of universal good
\ roads in America will'be reached at Cleve-
jind, September 21-23, when the National
(Good Roads Convention will be held, This
great. gathering in behalf of highway im-
provement throughout the republic will

tial bodies 1n the country that arc es-
pecir\lly interested in this commendable
ause—organizations. and institutions such
u the American Automobile Association,
the National Grange, the United States
| government office of public roads and the
_American Roadmalkers’ Association. The
wnventions which have been held in re-
«nt years Im furtherance of the crusade
for good roads have shown a steady and
npid increase in scope, attendance -and
enthusiasm aroused, and there is every
reason to anticipate that the big gather-
ing at Cleveland will prove the most no-
table of all such assemblages and the
most influential in results attained.
Up to this time America has been far
pehind Europe in the maintenance of good
rads, as might be expected in the case
of a younger nation, but with the tre-
mendous awakening of the past few years
to the necessity of highway improvement
there is reason to hope that the United
Btates will ere long be within hailing dis-
tance of the nations of the old world in
the matter of its arteries of travel and
‘wmmerce. Unquestionably the greatest
new factor that has appeared in aid of
road improvement has been the automo
dle. With the tremendous 'vogue of mo-
tor fouring as a popular pastime has come
‘m emphatic chorus for better roads-—u
‘damor so loud and widespregd_.t.lmt there
has been an arousal of ifany interests that
formerly paid scant heed to the needs of
L our euburban and rural highways.' Other
' wmparatitvely recent influences have
«proven nearly -as potent, conspicuously the
juvelopmcnt of rural free delivery, which
means- 50 much to all farming communi-
' #w. The United States post office depart-
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tain rural mail routes where the roads t:
be traversed are not kept in good cond
tion, and, stirred to action by this obligu
tion, the farmers generally are exertin
themselves to an extent heretofore un
known in furtherance of the country-wid
movement.”

is of comparatively recent origin,the evolu
tion of America’s road system has been g

habitants of the continent.
American road . constructors

still in existence.
who showed a disposition to

buffalo and which usually extended alon
the ridges. The first road built by whit

ment has taken a firm stand to the effect
that Uncle Sam cannot establish or main-
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‘While the present movement for the cre-
ation of good roads that are really good

1-
0-

ing on since the days of-the earliest in-
The pioneer

were the
mound builders, a few ,of whose trails are
Then came the Indians,
utilize as
trails wherever possible the paths made by
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men in America was at Jamestown, Va,

e
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first road law was passed by the General
Assembly in the year 1632. Public roads
were first constructed from plantation to
plantation; then from plantation to
church, and, finally, a crude system of
county highways was developed somewhat
on the plan of roads in England.

George Washington was one of the ear-
liest conspicuous advocates of good roads.
As early as 1753, when he returned from
his mission to the I'rench forts, the fu-
ture I'ather of His Country inaugurated
the project for uniting the east and west
by means of public highways. He con-
tinued his interest and activity  in this
field when: he later attained to positions ef
power and influence in the new republic,
and it was largely as the result of his re-
commendations that the early congresses
passed road legislation notably the act of
1805 /providing for a road from Cumber-
land, Md., to the State of Ohio. The de-
sire for improved means of communfcation

which made itself manifest early in the

nineteenth century brought about the era
of turnpike roads, operated for profit by
individuals or corporations. The reign of
such road companies was widespread when,
about the year 1834 'the plank road made
its appearance and soon found much favor.
For these roads three stringers, cach six
inches in width, were used. One was laid
in the centre, the two others being on the
sides. All joints were broken. Not only
were these roads very satisfactory for the
time being, but they paid a very high
rate of interest on the investment.

road improvement and inaintemance is
very properly a subject for the jurisdiction
and administration of the national; state,
county and municipal governments, and
various schemes have been devised * for
making the highways a public charge and
for contributing the financial ald essential
for their care. The national government
has alveady snpropriated more than $14,-

000.00° [or the construction’ of national

Latterly it has come to be realized that
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being very pretentious and.contemplating
the construction of one or more national
pikes extending entirely across the contin-
ent. Congress is also being urged to give
some of its memorials to the nation’s
heroes the form of commemorative: high-
ways instead of statues or monuments,
the foremost suggestion along this new line
being the proposal for the'constructiton of
the great Lincoln Memorial Highway from
the national capital to the battlefield of
Gettysburg—the two localities most prom-
inently identified with the career of the
martyr President,

About half of the states of the Unjon
that have set "out to improve the public
roads are mow proceceding under county
and  township gystem, a few states have
provided merely for investigation on the
part of the state, and have not yet done
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highways, and there are now dozens of
bills before congress looking to the exten-
sion of such activities, some of the projects
made apropriations to aid in the building
of hard roads early ir the nineteenth
century. State aid, i@ the modern sense
however, does not recognize toll roads,
nor does it assume the entire burden of
the improvement as was at first done in
a part of New England. Rather is the
present approved plan the one of appor-
tioning the cost between the state and its
local subdivisions. This schemg was first
introduced by the State of N’ew Jersey
less than a score of years agq, and her
example was quickly K)Howed %y Massa-
chusetts and Vermont, :

There are three different and distinct
methods of carrying out good roads op-
erations under state direction, each prac-
ticq having its adherents among the sis-
teehipod of states. Most popular of the
various forms of procedure is that known
as the "centrnli;eg,” which is'in use by
such states as ifornia, Colorado, Mas-
sachusetts, New York, Ohio, Pannsyivaniu,
Rhode Island and Washington—states
within the borders of which are to be
found m of the flnest roads in Am-
erica.” Under the centralised system all
the plans, specifications and estimates for
road work are made by state authorities.
These latter also award all the contracts,
no matter in what part of the state the
work is to be done, aud they likewise in-
spect and superintend the work of con:
struction as {t progresses,

The second system-has some of the fea-
tures of the plan just described, but the|
duties and responsibilities of road ixwl
provement rest to. a greater extent with

anything wvery'tangible in the way of ac-
tual road work; yet others have provided
for a state highway commission, while a
larger number have appropriated money
to be allotted to the various counties, pro-
viding they spend it under state supervis-
ion. New Hampshire has been active jn

officials.

states as Connecticut,
Jersey and Virginia. “Local’” systems, the
general scope of which is indicated by|one just like it.

the local authorities than with the state
This plan, known as the “co-
operative” system, is in vogue in such
Muaryland, New

W D the name, are in use in the states of Dela-
road building since 1800 and Kentucky | ware, Illinois,
ki : Kttt plitmgy A ok AL VAU Vil e KW

Iowa, Maine,

Michigan,

apartmeént got a new hat yesterd:

eight, dollars.,

Minnesota, Missourfi and Vermons,
some of these states road material is fup
nished by the state and in some of th
states it is the policy of the state to
a small appropriation to each county
road building, provided the country
in each instance, do its work in accor
ance with state specifications, &
That the movement for good roads &
yet in its infancy insofar as practical
sults achieved are concerned is attestegd|
by the fact that there are upwards of 2
225,000 miles of public roads in the United§
Btates.. Up to date ogly about 176,
miles of these roads, or little more than R
per cent. of the total have been improved}
Such roads as have been improved ha
for the most pgart, been surfaced Wil
gravel, bub there is' an increasing disposf
tion' to use stone and special materi
for surfacing. It is claimed-that with th
people of tge United BStates sp (7]
much as £80,000,000. a year for road oon~
struction the country has not been gebe|
ting its money’s worth in the way o
highway improvement. This is one thad
objects of the present good roads erms.
sade—to not only secure liberal aypmpﬂn"
tions for road betterment, but to |

on systematic direction ‘and sup g
by ex)oris that will insure full valne fom
every “dollar expended upor the ‘pul .

roads,

[T WAS COMI?

. Henderson—Here's where J
: !ve just rung your doorbelly X
do woyiting else for you?

M, ||..<n!, (londnd)AYesh—W?

M

ving for the—hie—ambulance,

i
HIGHER. 3

thig Mt

Mrs. Hixon—The woman in

Mr, Hixon—Yes; and of course yoli<wanb

Mrs. Hixon—No, indeed. It onlp-

Mingles from .a Tree 1,100 Years Old.
A lumber company - at Buckley,
Wash.. recéntly sent out a number of
wvenir shingles that were cut from
ttree 1,100 years old.

The free from which the shingles
¥re cut iod 2%) rings, which fact
denotes 1) vears
when it fe stuiip of a tree
which grow « has 750 rings, and
# this cou'! aetarted to grow
mill scie .

Nag )

coyvtain that the original
f g in A 1. 800, which

s 700 before th» diseovery of

America.~I'cpular Mechanics.

Ui Two Evils, the Lesser, :
There are other destructive forces
lnmature, and even earthquakes have
fivals, This happened at the time of
e trembler at ' Charlestéh,
Groling, several years ago. A resident
tlihe shaken city, while he felt that
bis duties ‘equire¢ . him to remain
there to do what he 1ight for the suf-
lerers, sont his six-year-old son out of
fie danger and  confusion to  the
Tingste

7,

after the boy's arvival the

cston iman recelved this telegram
fom his fathor; “Send¥is vour et
1 take back your boy.”

taking of II
correct s)
wry accoinplishment,
tion to R, L.
old | ne
myzell bound .to reproduce all the au-
thor's minor eccentricities of spelling
and the
ofter the first fell, it | 4w

conncetion with the sudden death of
the
blacksmith,
South | dans
doctor in a. neighboring village, went
to her misiress on the day of her fa-
ther's' death, stating that she had a
foeling that she must go home.®As the
wirl seemed anxious, her mistress
lowed her to go, and she arrived home
S - Y taw Vol in
ETANABLUPRIN G YOLE ather, 20 minutes after he had been
working at his forge.

Stevenson Bad Speller.
Oneof the most polished and pains-
ish authorg regarded
as “a totally unneces-
In his introduc-
nson's letters, Sid-

have not held

il

Ste

y Colvin writes:g

like. As all his friends are

arve, {o spell in a quite accurate and

witup manner was a thing which
v of Knglish Jetlers was

able to learn,”

Warned of Father's Death.

There was a peculiar coincidence in

m

Alkbam (Kent, England) village
M¢, (James Pay. His
rhter, who was in service' with a

al-

time to witness the death of her

There is nothing so good
as Lifebuoy Soap for keep-
ing the body healthy and
¢ree from contagion. Forthe
home, too, it is unrivalled.

As you us: the soap you
administer its antiseptic,
properties, for it cleans and
disinfects at the same time.

Price ¥c. per cake
To be had at all Grocer’s

Lever Brothers Limited
Toronto, Ont. [ 7}
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¢ “Ladies Fhome Jofirnal”’ Jan-|

.i.‘";” January  No.j
s JANUATY now . in stock
( S12-21d1w.

'r's Bookstore,

P '8 m- splendid a f
; 3 NG HQ"‘;;eS:ea- ‘tgimblen. You will think
at |you see them.

e have a
“Our customers tell us Wi

of steriing silver

gsortment sy $ ik

Prices 25c up at Wel-

lener's Jewelry store, 12-21d3i,

(THAT WAS
fLRASCALLY
ZTRICK: SHOVIN

| THAT.BAD
HALF-00MLAR [
-ON ME- GUE 95}
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WE AINT
GOIM'TO
QPEM
THE

BANK

T
FULL

N
$0 OL
PUT IN A HALF-

THAT'S TO0 MUCH

FOR A B2y~
PAPA NLEDS

HIS [SON-
NEVER KNO

BAD 'HALF

WELL HE'LL

WHERE. YHE
CAME FROM-
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A BAD HALF'
THE OLD
SKINFLINT ¢
¥LL PASS
It OFF ONYTHE
CONDUCTOR "

ALLRICHT -
).

] “Fudge,”
! draws, but there are better magnets,

"~ When It's.a Nude,

1 ‘“The Bather” was the title of the

‘}ymmg painter's picture, the first that

| he had ever shown, It hnng, unnoticed,
on the line.

‘“But,” sald his friend, ‘“you have
done nothing to draw a crowd!”

| “I've done my best work,” said the

young painter.
was the retort. “Work
At the Paris exhibitions every artist,
until he makes a name, uses some de-
vice to keep a crowd about his daubs.
“A painting like ‘The Bather’ always,
in Paris, has the model, very beautiful-
ly dressed, strolling idly back and
forth near it. The resemblance be-
tween her and it is at once perceived.
And the result is the greatest curiosity
—an immense crowd—a trememdous
hit.”

To Save Horses from Fire,

stall during a fire, says a technical
paper, he will not leave the stable, for
the stall is the only place in which he
belleves himself to be safe. A new

| outside of the stable, is designed to
cure this. In case of fire a turn of a
handle brings a hose nozzle into posi-
tion and tream of water pours over
the head ard shoulders of the horse,
which drives him into the gangway,
from which it becomes a comparative-
ly easy matter to lead him into the
street,

-—

At One Shot.
~ A Sportsman of great imaginative
gifts and fond of telling his exploits,
related that at one shot he had brought
down two partridges and a hare. His
explanation was that although he had
only hit one partridge the bird in fall-
ing had clutched at another partridge
and brought that to earth entangled
in its claws. “But how about the
hare?” he was asked. “Oh!” was the
calm reply, “my gun  kicked and
knocked me backward and 1 feld on
the hare as it ran past.”—The Sketch.

-

Forgot.
Ryer—Why so sad, old man?
Dyer—Somebody promised to loan
me $10 to-day and I've forgotten who
it was.

— et

‘'We have just received from the
makers, the newest and nattiest line
of Coat Sweatcrs to be seem in the
City. All ‘the popular combinations

and some new oncs. See the mew
Military  eollar Sweater.
dandy, and sure to be a seller. $1.40,
$2.50 to $5,00, D. A, Bruce, 12-7dtf.

When a horse is released from his :

patented device, which consists of a
pipe running through the stall to the '

Its a

UMBRELLAS.

: ;
|+ Unbrellas—that's the idea you're
vaftf'r. Every man and every woman
(wants a particular nice one as ‘‘pri-
vate property’’ as well as a common-
place .one td lend ‘now and hen.' We
,havd  them in all grades both men's
and woman’s sizes in the finé natural
wood, mothe f-pear!, horn, gum-
metal, silver, gold, carved ivory and

nd Dresden handles the strongest and
‘hest Umbrellas made and the closest
 rolling—from § 1.00 to $5.00 at Pat-

;’nn'& 12-18dtf.
|

XMAS GOODS. EVERYTHING
IN THIS LINE MUST GO REGARD-
LIBSS OF COST. A. W. REDDIN,
PHEM B. SUNNYSIDE.  12:20d3i#
| AU

! “Another supply of ‘‘Alexander’s

Gospel Songs'’ just received at Car-
| ter’s Bookstore—cloth houna edition
| with music 30c¢, paper jhound edition
! with music 15c. 12—21d1w.

“You can’'t buy early, but 3o
can buy now, from our large stock o
| Xmas goods., One of our hand sat
chels will be sure to please your lady

friend. Prices ranging from 60c 5
| §6.00. Geo K. Hughes, 12—21d42
| SEE OUR ONE PRICly COON
. COAT FOR MEN—FIFTY FIVE DOL
LARS—COMPARE IT WITH THB
BEST USUAL $75.00 LINE—DO NOT
BUY OURS UNLESS COMPARISON
PROVES ITS MERIT. MOORE &
McLLEOD. 12—20dtf.

| ““Now is the time to rememier your
friends abroad by sending them a
| beautitul Calendar, or a copy of the
!Christmas Number of the Toronto
Globe, a nice Book, some Christmas"
(Cards, New Year Cards, a nicely
bound Pocket or Office Diary. Any of
the above cau be bought at Carter's
Bookstore at right prices, and done
up ready for mailing at no extra
‘lclmrge. Shop early. 2—-16d1w.

| ISABELLA FOX SET‘ (BROWN)
WORTH §$73.00. MAGNIFICENT CA-
PERINE, VERY LARGE, TRIMME

WITH FOX BRUSHES MUFF BN-
{ TRA LARGE. PILLOW SHAPE
TRIMMED WITH HEAD AND PAWS
TAKEN ALTOGETHER PERHAP§

THE COSIEST SET IN THE STOR!
YOURS AT CHRISTMAS MUF
SALE. $60.00 NET AT PATON'S.
12—18dbt, 4 |
RSN o8
GREAT SALE OF CLOTH COATS
AND FUR-LINED COATS COMMBEN«
CED TO-DAY-SEE OUR  BIG
ADS FOR PARTICULARS. CLO
COATS WORTH TO $9.00 ARH  ON
SALE AT $5.00—COATS
TO $12.50 ON SALE FOR '$7.50
COATS WORTH TO 18.00 ON SAL®
FOR $12.50. AND THE FUR LINED
COATS ARE SELLING AT $26:00 »
$30.00, $35.00 AND $49.00. MOOR®
& McLEOD, 12—18dtf,

WORTH




