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Dr. Talmage’s Welcome

Conlerence.

kto Me'thodiSt : General

THE SECRET OF

IS INFLUENCE

Rise and Growth of \i’he Methodist Church an the Re-
‘and Generous Tribute .

ligious World—Just

From a Preacher Who is Not
Especial Fold of Christ's Kingdom —
Wesley Everywhere Respecte . ;

of That

Bal mnrun 0 Act of Parllament of Can-
by William

PRt eties by Willam Bally o Ko
Los Angeles, Cal.,, May 1.—On the
gocasion of the assembling of the
Methodist General Conference of-
1904 the preacher welcomes the dele-
tes and points out the rise and
growth of Methodism and the secret
of its far reaching influence upon the
religious world to-day. The text is
ol xvi, 7, “‘I have caused thee

to multiply as the bud of the field,”
Lord Macaulay, in one of his es-
says, declares that John Wesley had
a greater matural genius for Govern-
ment than had Richelieu, The great
historian believed that in these
words he was giving the eminent
divine the highest praise. The
whole Christian world is in accord in
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that estimate, and as it recognies
the achievements of the church which
John Wesley founded it thanks and
praises God for' that beneficent life.

The name of John Wesley is every-
where respected by the good and the
true. Therefore is it to be wondered
at that our people, no matter to
what Protestant chureh they belong-
.ed, hailed with joyful acclaim the
mows that the Methodist General
Conference of 1904 was to asscmble
in the City of the Angels? This con-
lgrence opens its session during the
coming weck. We, as a people, look
forward to ite sessions with interest
and hope. We believe that by close
touch this® conference will bless all
Protestant = churches, no matter to
what denomination they belong. It
is appropriate on this Sabbath day
to bid the incoming delegates wel-
come. It is also appropriate to
state some of the reasons why the
little band of followers with which
John Wesley surroundéd himself has’
grown in numbers until to-day it
out-numbers in membership every
individual Protestant church
in America and in the world.

First, her genedis. In order to
study the . marvelous multiplying
power of Methodism let us ‘analyze
the conditions attendant upen her
birth, We must find upon . what
troublous waters - her cradle was

| stir the souls of his people that they

| nation at the time of the birth eof

rocked and search out the place of
her infancy, even as the ¥gyptian
princess found the future emanci-
pator of the Hebrew race sleeping in
& willow basket among the bulrushes
,of the River Nile, ‘Every great
movement, in * history 'has been the
product of the condition "of the time
{ of its birth. God in his providence
has ordained that the prevalence of
unrighteousness in a nation shall so

will gather in his name around the
standard of some leader whom he
raises up to witness for him.

What were the conditions of the

' the Methodist church? Did she come
into the world as a preotest to the
gins of a corrupt English court? Oh,
yes, In no time of English history
have bribery and debauchery, run
more riot than during Robert Wal-
| pole’s occupancy of the English
premiership. He was the author of
the famous and hateful sentence in
| reference to the House of Commons,
“All these’men have their price."”’
{ What Robert Walpole in statecraft
' could not win by fair means he won

‘formalism and rites and cerem

Awakening,'*  “‘calis the church of
this period ‘a fair carcass,’ '’ and
Blackstone says that he went to
hear every preacher of note in Lon-
don and that there was not one
whose discourse indicated whether he
was a follower of Confucius or
Mohammed ‘or of Christ. The KEs-
tablished church of that time ' be-
lieved in carrying the phylacteries
upon the forchead, but not in. prac-
ticing  Christ’s .spiritual lessons in
the life. It was so given over:  to
onies
that it had no 'warning to give even
to men in its pulpits who, like the
Pharisees of old, werc whited sepul-
chers, fair to the eye, but within
harboring decaying = corpses and
whosé private lives were a repulsive
stench. “It is the inward witness,
gon, thé inward witness,’’ spake the
dying father, Samuel Wesley, to his
son John—''this is the strongest {,
proof of Christianity.””  So John
Wesley and his followers resolutely
‘ot their faces against the prevalent
gins of that day. They vehemently
declared that- the Christian church
should not only have a pure creed,
‘but that its members ‘should be men
of pure private tves. In the high
spiritual standard set Before the in-
dividual church members we find the
‘chief cause of the marvelous develop-
ment of the Methodist church.

My ‘brother, it is of vital import-
ance that all- Protestant churches
realize -that they are making a fatal
error when they in ‘any way com-

promise their high spiritual stand- be preserved and that no Chinese troops

The Chinese Wall is the great barrier which separates China Proper from Manchuria.

CHINESE WALL

Now,that the Chinese are

manifesting active sympathy with the Japanese, Russia is laying added emphasis on her demand that neutrality shall

shall be allowed north of fthe GreatjWall. .

ards by alliance with sin. The high-

er the standardof  the Christian

church’ the greater will be.its suc- RPN
cess. We do not need to-day ehurch- ) Pljlde in the
es that honor winebibbing ministers. damtmcss _of
We do wnot need churches which, their. white
when they have a church sociable, dresses is  ex-
tell their young people the may cusable in the
dance and play cards. We do not de- little folks, and

in the big folks,
too, for ' the
white, glossy
stifiness that
Celluloid Starch
gives is truly
delightful. Itis
so easy to use, too,—
makes ironing a pleas-
ure, satisfactory re-
sults certain. We can
all be excellentironers
if we only use

eWulond Starch

Never Sticks. Requires no Cooking
The Brantford Starch Works, Limited, Brantford; Canada 6|

sire churches whose members in their
every day actions are nowise differ-
ent from the people of the world
One of the reasons why the Chris-
tian Endeavor Society, of which
Francis B, Clark is the president,
is numbering its members by the
nundreds of thousands and the mil-
lions is because of its ironclad
pledge. John Willis Baer, who for
50 many years was sccretary of that
young people’s Christian organiza~
tion, was right when in my presence
| some years ago he declared, ‘“The
high standard of tho character of
the Endeavorers is due to the high
standard of the society’s pledge.’’

HEMLOCK  OIL

_“The hemlock of the forest was for the healing &
of the nations.”
Hemlock Oil is the Grea.test Cure on Earth for

HEADACHE SORE THROAT
TOOTHACHE BRONCHITIS -
EARACHE NEURALGIA
CRAMPS RHEUMATISM

Last year the sale of Hemlock Oil was un paraileled, and

many of the cures it made were almost miraculous.

This fact alone does not tell all

the story of its marvelous multiply-

ing power. There are¢ many other
reasons for the growth of Methodism,
One of the chief of these is the fact | {
that John Wesley was the emanci- ||
pator of the laymen, as Martin Luth=
er was the emancipator of the Bible,
The English ecclesiastic opened the
dumb lips of the pew. The German
reformer broke the iren clasps hold-
.| ing together the lids of the word of
God, which barred to all but ordain-
ed priests access.to the life giving
message that God sent for the de-
liverance of all his sinful children.
John Wesley said to the blacksmith
at the forge and the cobbler on his
bench and the wife in her kitchen:
“Go forth and be my evangelists.
You may net be graduates of theolo-
gical seminaries, but you can testify

Perhaps your last cloth did not
wear very well—it may have
contained shoddy—of course
it would not wear.

Try Hewson Tweeds next.

of Christ’s love. Martin TLuther
said: “‘Thére, laymen, is the open Tthey are made of home
‘| Bible. Read it. Ponder it, Study

it., Read it with your own eyes and grown wool, well twisted and

kiss it with your own lips.” Do
you wonder that when John Wesley
built the Methodist church upon an
open Bible and then in public meet-
ing set all his people testifying of
God's word and love he hecame one
of the 'greatest gospel reformers of
the ages?

John Wesley because he sent forth

beaten up hard in the loom.

‘T hey stand hard usage. 5

by foul, But Methodism came into

the better and had only taken two ' the world ta do a greater work than
was able to do "’{. house- | merely to protest against Govern-

{ mental depravity. -~ It came, as
Josiah Strong has said,
test against an Established church,
which believed at that time more in

as a pro-

the common people preaching and
praying everywhere was in derision
called & ‘‘“Methodist,’” He was sneer- &
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ed at becausc in his day custom
dictated that no man should pray in
public unless he read his prayer out
of a printed prayer book or speak

THE DOAN KIDNEY: PILL (V'] outward ceremonies than in spirit- >
v TORONTO, ORY. ual truths. ‘TIsaac Taylor,” so re- for Christ unless he was entitled. to
— 2 cords the author of ‘‘The Next Great Wwear a cassock and bands of an or-
- o - dained priest. But John Wesley re-

moved these restrictions for the Me-
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Makes the bread

thodists and sent the laymen forth
that makes us strong

preaching and praying, as in the lat-
ter years Archibald Tait, archbishop
of Canterbury, enlisted the services
of unordained workers in various
branches of ‘church activity and
earned for himself the title given
him in scorn by a jealous clergy of
*the  archhishop of the laity.”
fhere, upon his monument in  old
Canterbury, is chiseled in the most
beautiful of epitaphs, ‘‘The one de-
sire of his life was to make the
 Church of England the church of
the people.’’ Oh, my friends, let us
hold fast this liberty of service. The
work of propagating the gospel 1is
not committetd exclusively to - any
one class or profession. The labor-
ors sent forth by Wesley in the
eighteenth century, like  the laymen
enlisted by Archbishop: Tait in the
nineteenth, had.a work to do, and
right earnestly and successfully they
did it. Let us never allow the pew
to again be shackled and its lips
sealed with the silence of - death.
What we need more and more in the

Wherever there are child-
ren there must be pleoty of
good bread.
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makes the lightest, most whole-
, some and most nutritious bread.
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inning of this twentieth century
:):"not u‘ better educated ministry,
but one which will start forth =&
speaking and a tostilying pew.
Another great cause for the mul-
tiplying power of Methodism is th'o
“iclass system.’’ This “‘class system,”’ |
so-called, dates its historic birth to
the 15th day of February, 1742, Like .
the life ®f the Wandering Jew, may
it never have a doathl May this
system live on and on until at last
carthly time shall cease and the -
struggles against sin shall be swal-
lowed up in the eternal conquests of
heaven! FEEA gl .
This [ Was how the famous ‘‘class
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