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CHURCHILL SPEECH MAY

British Build

Formida

ble New

ank Divisions

[t;lians E.Iaim
Supplies taken
To Africa

. Dec, 23—(AP)—Ttalian
trg'ogi\dfnd supplies, the newspaper
La Tribuna claimed today, are bg-
ing convoyed 8across the Mediter-
ranean to reinforce Fascist leg-
jons against the British desert of-
fensive,

1taly's
poasted, 18 *

navy, @& corresponden..‘:
guaranteeing passage
of men and materlals “to ports of
the fourth shore” the fourth
shore” is & common Itallan ex-
pression for Libya.

(British sources did mot com-
ment on this claim, although 1t
was indicated an occasional ship
might find a way through the
naval blockade  which Marshal
Grazlani, Italian commander in
Libya, has indicated prevented
armored cars and other equipment
fiom reaching his forces.)

Mussolini's high comxennd
claimed the situation was “"un-
changed” in the 15-day-old battle
of North Africa, where the be-
sieged Italian garrison at Bardia,
Libya, was officially described as
yowing to_fight to the end.

(Cairo despatches said the Bri~
tish command was pouring rein-
forcements into the Bardia sector
preparatory to an assault on the

ort.)

pFnr-mng\ng British  bombers
altackedin the Venice area for
the first time in the war in a

pre-dawn raid Sunday, the high
command acknowledged, but claim=
ed the bombs splashed hx}rmlvssly
in a lagoon. Fiume, 130 miles east,

near the Yugoslav border, was also
raided.
Coming Events
—O—
~Talkies Christmas night at
Montague. L-721-12-23-2i
**Talkies Christmas night at
Souris, L-721-12-23-24
*‘Special skate Bedeque Rink
Christmas night, Admission only
20 cents, =760,

“*New Glasgow Christian Church
Christmas pageant tonight at 8
o'clock, If not fine, Sunday Elghi

747, |

*‘Brackley Point Driving Club
intends holding their flrst race
Thursday 26th. 1.-736-12-24-11.

*‘Loading Live Hogs Hunter Riv-
g‘ lF‘rida_v‘ Decomger b

ulman ay Bagnall,
Ad Y 1.-737-12-24-26.

27th. Merven |

By Drew Middleton

Associated Press Staff Writer

WITH THE BRITISH ROYAL
ARMORED CORP8 SOMEWHERE
IN ENGLAND, Dec. 23 —(AP) —
Thousands of tanks in an amazing-
ly large number of armored divis-
ions are Britain'’s answer to Ger-
many's panzer divisions,

British officers confidently ex-
pect these tanks —many of new
and secret design to smash a Nazl
invasion attempt or deal a decisive
stroke on the European continent
at some future “day of revenge.”

The British expeditionary force
left 471 tanks and machine-gun
carriers in France; but now, start-
ing from scratch since the with-
drawal from Dunkerque last spring,
British designers have built up an
entire new group of armored di-
visions.

“Fear naught,” the motte of the
Royal Tanks Corps, has been bal-
anced in thenew construction with
“get there fastest with the mostest
men,” with the new tanks emphasiz-
ing speed and fire power as never
before. %

Army tanks are divided into two]
categories—the “I" tunk for infan-
try, which operates exclusively with
foot soldiers, and the cruiser tanks
which foren the spearhead of the
armored divisions.

Neither the small, puddle- jump-
ing Whippet tanks nor the lumber-
ing 50 and 60-ton monsters belov-
ed of newsreels are in evidence.
Both types are out of favor in Brit-
ain’s modern army: the light tank
because they can't carry enough
armor and can’t handle rough coun-
try, and the big tanks because they
are too slow.

The “I” tank is & formidable
weapon. Its armor is so heavy that
in the TFlanders campaign it took
direct hits frem German 77-milli-
metre fleld pieces with mo effect
save the denting of its armor.

The “I" tank’s armament includes
a small gun which can throw a
12-pound shell 2,000 yards to plerce
the armor of most tanks, and it
has a secondary weapon in the new
Besa machine gun which fires at
the rate of 750 rounds a minute.

Speed is not essential to the “I”
tank, which precedes infantry in
attacks and only occasionally fights
independently, but it can swing a-
long at close to 20 m. p. h, Its
crew of four gunners. wireless op-
erator, driver and ccenmander are
interchangeable.

Cruiser tanks are the darlings of
the Royal Tank Corps. As large as
lthc- “I"” tanks, they weigh much
less and are more than twice as
fast, They can turn on a dime, and
| the one I rode in climbed hills,
| went crashing through underbrush
| and knocked down trees a foct and
! a half thick with a terrible non=
‘ chalance,

Their armament is almost identi-
the “I" tanks, but the
depend more on speed and
euvrability to resist enemy
fire. As the general tendency to-
wards tanks of this slze becomes
more promounced, the British army
is developing newer, faster models
which literally can drive circles a-
round the po ue old-timers that
first made t} appearance on the
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Every step of retreat taken by Italian troops across Libyan sands means increased power and prestige
‘for Great Britain Map

spots possibilities that may result from a partial or complete defeat of Italy
+ by Britain in Africa and in the Mediterranean.
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Retreat putswv
Italians in
Grave danger

ATHENS, Dec. 23—(AP)—The
Gueek army, headed northward
along the Albanian coast toward
the port of Valona, has captured
the Fascist supply base of Chim-
ara and is pressing home its ad-
vantage against retreating Ital-
fans, it was announced tonight.

Premier John Metaxas made
| known the victory in the week long
!pattle for Chimara, less than 30
miles south of Valona, at a cab-
inet meeting. He added -that fur-
ther operations were dqvelopinr;
satisfactorily and new decisive re-
| sults could be expected soon.
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END SMASHING

Italian People

Advised

Rid of Mussolini

British Prime Minister
tells them only in first

stages of strugg

Italy’s Empire to shreds.

By Hugh Wagnon
Associated Press Staff Writer
LONDON, Dec. 23 —(AP) —Prime
Minister Churchill appealed direct-

ly to the Italian people tonight
to cast off Benito Mussolini, “the
criminal” who ‘“after 18 years of

unbridled power has led your coun-
try to the horrid verge of ruin.”

Using blunt words in his broad-
cast address, Mr. Churchill said:—

“We are only at the beginning of
this somber tale .., presently we
shall be forced to come to much
closer grips, Surely the time has
come when the Italian monarchy
and the people who guard the sac-
red centre of Christendom should
have a word to say upon these awe- |
inspiring issues.”

LONDON, Dec. 23.—(AP) — The
text of Prime Minister Churchil's
broadcast tonight follows:

Tonight I speak to the Italian |
people. and I speak to you from
London, the heart -of the isk
Islands, and of the British
monwealth and Empire, I sp
vou what the dip'omatists call w
of great truth and respect. |

We are at war — thal is a_ very
strange and terrible thought. Who-
ever imagined until the last few
melancholy years that the British |
and_Italian nations would be trying |
to_destroy one another? |

We have alwayvs been friends. We
were the champions of the Italian
Risorgimento, We were the parti-
sans of Garibaldi, the admirers of |
Mazzini and Cavour. All that
great movement towards the unity
of the Italian nation which lighted |
the 19th centurv was aided. and.was |
hailed bv the British parliament |
and publie. |

Our fathers and our grandfathers
longed to see Italy freed from the
Austrian yoke and to see all minor

barriers in Ttalv swept awav so thgf,“
1

British {

to
Is

(Continued on page 12, Col 6)

Could bring revision
0f Bacon agreement

OTTAWA, Dec. 23—(CP)—A |
substantial rise in the Unised States
market for pork products could
bring about a revision of the Can-
adian bac.n agreement with the |
United Kingdom, Agriculture Min- |
ister Gardiner said today. |

Provision for such rcvision in the
event of important price changes |
is written

British Army

To Get

le; Will rip

24— (Tuesday)
cireles  said

LONDON, Dec.
(CP)—Bip.omatic
today  lbat  Prime  lwinister
Chuichil's speech to Italy, and
in particuiar his threat that
Wikl tear “vour African

re to shreds ana tatters,”
was one of Lhe gravest ever ut-
tered over the radio by one na-
tion o another,
His message was broadcast re-
peatediy to italy in English and
Italian in the hope that italians
might  hear and heed him,
)‘,z,x' uing to enemy broaacastis is
forbidden in itaiy,

The speech was seen by in-
forined circles here as a portent
of smashing evenis to come in
the two theatres of war—Africa
and Albania—where the Italians
are playing a losing role,

4y guificance of the Prime

bid to Italians to
ssolini overboard was
I, these civeles said,
possibility that  Mr.
Churchill might have taken the
microphone “before the rnews
breaks” of Britain’s war effort
being thrown into a faster
gear,

Some sources expressed belief
that the speech, coupled with
broad hints in London that
Britain  has been “pulling
punches” recently against the
Italians, was an unmistakeable
indication that Britain is ready
to crush Italy with the vast
weight of her military force-if
Italians fail to take advantage
of Mr, Churchill’s dramatically-
timed invitation to quit follow-
ing Mussolini,

Bomb scores
Direct hit on
Raid shelter

A NORTHW ERN BRI’{‘ISH‘
CllY, Deo, 2¢—(Tuesday)—(CP)—

A direct bomb hit on a public shel-
ter caused undeternined casualties |
as German warplanes subjeced vhis

city to anotner heavy assault last

night and eariy today. e
‘There were a number 0f other |

dealns ana several persons = were |

wrapped in-celdls when thelr houses |
welre daemousned. i

wave aier wave of raiders drop-
ped neavy explosives, ald an ob- |
server i the ne ghooring civy _l'("‘
portea: Uiaere errific |
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Santa finds
Rirplane izas
Drawhacks

Dec. 23 (AP)
1S, 10s¢ work went
when he stuck to h

dzer,
to combine

found tonight that he'd have
two days’ work in one

fomorrow 15t because he's bee
come an 4
Infay weather, coupled
1 4 / in the arrival of bis

supplies, kept Edward Rowe Snow,
Boston's  “Flying Santa” from
rounding out the second leg of his
three-day scheduled flight over
New England lighthouses, which he

“bombs” with packages of tobacco
and other Yuletide gifts.
His latest communique tonight

sald that he and Mrs, Santa —who
spends 20 minutes wrapping each
bundle for the lighthouse boys =
would have to work “overtime” to-
morrow.

Yesterday, Santa scored 20 di-
rete hits on lonely outposts, and had
planned a comparative “off"’ daw
for tomorrow, with plenty of time
for an attempt to reach Nantuoke
et lightship, which rolls above the

shoals 42 miles southeastward he-
yond the extreme tip of the island
of Nantucket.

But now, he doesn't know — he

might even have to work on Christe
mas.
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