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tivles Eddie Grierson

sort of youngster.

time he flung off the bedclothes in the

8L shoes at night. 4

And holidays!—Eddie kept
(and spectacles) on the calendar, always
knowing just how many days there were
before the next event, whether it was St.
Talentine's, Fourth of July or Christmas.
No one in the fimjly—neither his mother,
rov sister. nor grandfather, was allowed
1o overlook any holiday. - Not that there
wus any danger, except in the case of the
grandfather. After the loss of her hus-
band Mrs. Grierson lind come back to her
father's home. Iddic's grandfather was
a professor of astronomy in a big univer-
sity, and much Joved his daughter
and her two chil lren the professor knew
more about the planet Mars than about
mere earthly holidays.

Of course the coming of Christmas was
to Eddie the event of the whole year, and
it was the subject of which he talked for
“a,month beforehand. He found no trouble

in interesting his mother and sister, but
with the grandfather it was different. He
was likely to be thinking of stars, comets,
tha sun or the moon rather than of Santa
Claus, reindeer, chimneys and Christmas
trees. i
On the day before Christmas Eddie
Lelped his grandfather to put on his over-
coat, and said:—
“Grandfather, don't forget that we are
going to have a Christmas tree, will yon Y
“No, no,” said the professor,” “a mosi
ourious celebration coming from’ the
IHgyptian commemoration of the winte!
solstice. 'Remind me to explain to you
@ the reason for the apparent halting of the
oy sun in its"—

But Eddie had run away to attend tc
some matters he thought more importan!
and the professor set forth for the col

lege observatory. Nevertheless,  Mrs,
Grierson when the professor eame home
after the children were in bed insisted

that he must forget the stars long enough
to help fill the stockings that hung.from
the mantel in the sitting room. Now. the

professor had heen busy at the telescope

that evening, and consequently he had
taken off his spectacles and put them in
his pocket. To arrange the stockings he
put them on again and after the bumpy,
lempy. crooked  stockings were rightly
styffed the professor put his spectacles
opf the table in the middle of the room.
Next morning at the first gleam of day-
light Tddie came flying downstairs half
dressed and went to look at the stock-
Ings. Without noticing that he had left
his own spectacles in hig room, Eddie
picked up from the table his grandfather's
spectacles and put them on.
Just then came his sister, erying out:—
“Oh, Rddie, have you waited for me?"”
“Waited for you, my dear?’ he an-
swered, slowly. “I was not aware that
1 was to.wait for you. You needn’t have
been in.such a hurry as to come down
, only half dressed. You will be sorry be-
' fore night that you rose so early.”
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N spite of the fact that he wore spec-
was a lively
That is why he
wore spectacles instead of eyeglasses—
the eyeglasses would not stay on a boy
who .wns always on the go from the

morning to the time when he chucked off

his eyes
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‘But—have you got your stocking?” she
cried.

*‘Stocking 7"
puzzled.

“Your Christmas stocking!” she said,
séizing her own and sitting down -to
examine it.

“Oh, ah!—yes,” Eddie replied, indif-
ferently.

“It's Christmas morning, then. It
seems a pity that mother should waste
money on trifies when we need so many

2 ¥

asked Eddie, looking
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things for the hause. - A professor’s salary
is rather small for such foolishness."
“Eddie!" his sister exclaimed, *just

iook ‘at this lovely doll. Isn't it a beauty!
Opent and shuts its eyves. Sece!”
“Nothing new in that,” said BEddy,

“I' have seen the inside of them,
Tt is by means of a little piece of leal
that moves the eyeballs.”

“I think yow’re mean’’ said his sister, |
“Go and look at your own things.”

“After breakfast will be time enough.”
said Eddie. “T find I'm still a little
sleepy, so I'll.go up and finish my morn-
ing nap.” And with that he turned
away, leaving his sister staring at him in
wonder,

When FEddie next appeared the family
were at breakfast.
“Merry Christmas!”
kissing him.

“Thank you,” said REddie, politely, as
he sat down at the table.

coolly.

said his mt.)t'l,ler‘
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Things Boys May

LTHOUGH there are only a few
A(].‘l)’n left before Christmas, there is
of an amateur wood worker to make at
least one attractive Christmas gift for one
of his relatives or friends.

still time for the boy who is anything

There is no
time, of course, for ¢laborate work of any
kind, but there are many things which are
easily made and which will give a grest

deal of pleasure to persons of various
ages. If one is trying to get up a last
moment gift of this sort it is well to con-
sider first what can be done with boxes.

It is usually possible to buy for a few
cents light wooden boxes of varieus sizes
and shapes, or perhaps you have surh a
box in the storeroom or cellar. In any
event you are quite sure to be able to
obtain one for a very small cost if you
set out in earnest -cn the quest, !

Now as to,what You may make from it.
The first person to consider is your moth-
er, and here is something which you can
make from various size boxes for her,

One of the most useful things is a shirt
Wll]lt box. This may be any length more
than twenty-seven inches, about the same
width and as deep as you like. It is a
good plan, if you can do so, to get a box
whose length will be the same as the
width of a window in the room for which
the box is intended, as it is very conven-
irnt to have the box fit just below the

" window. It can then have a cushion
placed on it and will serve as a window
seat.

It is necessary first to secure a fairly
good box or else if the boards are not
close together they may be taken off and
put neatly together again. The top is
put on the back with hinges and casters
are put on the four corners. If instead
of being kept out in the room the box is
to be kept under a couch or bed you
should have, instead of the casters, small
wooden wheels, on which it will roll very
easily, These may readily bé bought at
» hardware store, ; y

When the box is completed and in good
stmpe it must be lined and covered, ! The
Sming may be of some material or of pa-
per if the inside of the box is nice and
emooth.  Flowered wall paper or cartrjdge

rc .on with a good paste is the best
the inside of the box is not
L iosecloth fining instend.

!niso be used on the inside.

Make From Bbxe§

First cut out six pieces of unbleached
{muslin and then six pieces of cheesecloth,
in white or some light shade. The pieces
fit the sides, bottom and top of the box.
The muslin goes next to the' wood and the
cheesecloth forms the lining. Baste each
piece of ct 1
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his mother asked, glancing at it.

his  grandfather, ‘he said:—*“You spoke i
yesterday of the winter solstice, grandpa. i
Has the festival of Christmas anything
to do with that?”

take any interest in your stocking?”

said.
me; but I am sorry that you spent your|.
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““Haven’t you looked at your stocking?"

*Not yet,” said Eddie, and, turning to 11 {

‘But his motder interrupted.
Why, Eddie,” she asked, “don't you

“Certainly, certainly, mother, dear,” he
“I appreciate your kind thought for

< Zs

—me

|

// ‘§ 7//7///4

1

POLLY'S PUZZLE
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money for toys. Somehow it seems as
if it would be better to buy>things that
would last longer. A good book, for ex-
ample, would be more improving than the
fooligh knicknacks that are put in Christ-
mas stockings. Think of the great sums
of money people waste every yesr in' these

" |foolish ways!”

“You seem to have got out of bed on
the wrong side, Bdward.” remarked 'his
grandfather, squinting a little at the boy,
as he ahsent-mindedly searched’ for his
spectacles—of course without: finding
them.

“Not nrt all,” said Bddle, gravely. “I
never realized befr + absurity of it.
Here you put ye - o great trouble to
2gf presents fe@ rqp e’ .er and myself, and
‘what does it ae@®' : to? We should be
just as happy W .ut them.” *

“Well,” ve@@r' :d his mother, a,little
hurt, “I am er: 'y you did not tell me
this before, 2 .it you can give your pres-
ents to WilHe Thorn next door.”

“A good i lea,” said Eddy. “Willie has

.|few of his own. I shall never miss them,

vou know. TIm fact, I can’t see the sense
of such things. A little girl may find
some pleasure in dolls, but with a boy
llike me it is different. I can remgmber
that I once liked to play with toy soldiers;
but now nothing seems sillier than to ar-
range a lot of lifeless pewter images on
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. |seemed 6. funny, to his
S

Tt 48 all"Yery well to langhiy*

This * sudden * itterest 'in Ms . studies
sister that she

- Hddie-leoked reprovingly. at Sies.

Solemiily, “but there is work to’de‘in L:
world,'and T must fit myself: for §¢* "

Supposing now thiat the boy ‘was'asi
8 part, ‘the whole family began w:w
at him, 4 s vikuasl .?,,n%"

*T'm surprised,” said Eddle, yleaking !
from one 'to the other, ‘'that youfing
what I.say ing. Becanse Kh ¥
n;:llﬂd gau‘beueve I do ‘not think ‘sk#-
ously. But I feel strongly that ¥:shagpld
try ‘hard to fit mysplf to earm sometkh‘
for my mother wnd sister."

The family became grave,andooked at
Rddie curiously. Finally his wotiee!
said:— ™

“Are you feeling well to-day, 0

“Fairly well only,” he answered. ' go

truth s, T rose absurdly early, and that

may be the reason for n slight hesde
! &

ache” —!

“May be you tired your eyes §
day,” eaid his sister. “'You read'Tthat
book about pirates all day,” . {

“So I'did,"‘he answered, “‘and yet teo-
day it seems to nit'a very silly and untrua
sort of tale. No ‘such riliculons things
could ever happen, I'm «ire. ¥es, my
eyes may be a little tired." ) 1

So saying, Bddie took off t!:c spectacips
and rubbed his eyes. I

“Why, those are mine."'sui( his grand-
father, taking them from him., U

“Sure!” Eddie cried, jumpingfrom his
chair; “and gine are up-t 'r." R

Away he went up two at a time.
Down he came with a ra Jbang, and
was'at his stocking in an instant,

“Oh, look here!" he cried: ‘'these are
just the bulliest presents. I.0ok at this,
grandfather,” and he hke!! up a little
bugle. *“Now you'll hear 1mie sive the calls.
Do you want to hear ‘Boots nml saddles?'
Here she goes.”

And 'he capered about giving the army
calls,

“Won't you finish your breakfast,” his
mother snid, covering her ears. i

“Breakfast he hanged,” shouted Bddie;
“it’s Christmas!" B

“You didn't talk so a ‘moment pgef* ¢
said his mother.

“Didn’t 17 Well, 1 say so now, I think
grandpa’s spectacles made me. feel differ.
ent.” - ) Ak

And T believe that wis the reason fer
the whole thing. Grandfatliep's speefa-
cles: are. not meant for small boys od
Christmas Day,
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piece of muslin and then tack in the piece '
with ‘tiny tacks. & H e e
The outer covering is adjusted in the - : o HOEDER..
same fashion. It may be of linen, denim, ‘A Word of Five Syllables Completes The Above' Sentence. The Picture Will Tell You What It Is
chintz or any material desired. If the box = S = . — "fOLD b
is quite rough put on muslin as on the :
inside, basting each 'Die(‘e first to the M 1{' b A N T A PO PS OUTIOF THE CHIMNEY; -].--.l---J T
outer covering. Then put on the two to- R, PRSI 1 LT | P | (R, WA RO [ | PP M | } B ; - NN &
gether with small tacks, or, if desired, |l_l 1 I l.: — 1 I . ! i ] - |l 1 : I .' ' I. ' ] . 1 - 1 .
you may first put on the muslin, holding Loguaney I e 1 | U T Y - T {- T T T T Y 4
it in place with a tack in each corner un- ) 1 —L 1 | | | 1 el 1 L 1 L] U d :
til the outer covering is put on. Carry the ) ! 1 1 T 1 T ] 1 'l e ,l T ] T | T L I 1 T l' X T ! T l 'l ! piaced ﬁr\st in and then out and then jo
outer covering over the edge of the box ) W | 1 1 1 1 il M| it 1 MR i |5 1 ; again, according to the;dotted lines. Iold;
and tack it neatly inside. Finish the lil e 4 I BRI T_—LEL I | 3 RN O PR 5 | TS | Santa and paste him.'' The loug straight
in the same way. At the bottom turn the 73 1 I L | 1l T 1 Ta —L R | T TG L B B f_l‘ 1 1 1 vl T L T ! Y piece marled ‘“holder” should' then. g®
material under and tack it on the bottom T B | I I I ) BT R e 1 et 75 AR | | I | straight down the chimney.  By*tikiag
of the box. Be sure to use very small | . I 1 T I : [ | 1 1 ) | 9l 1 1 Mt 1 | I | S I hold of this on the lower end and/ !
tacks for this, — T T | ! ) ! ) 1 T | ) :' T 1 1 1 = 1 1 T 1 I ! T 1 ing it up and down you can mike! .
If the hox is to be kept under the bed . kA, 1 ) |1 ) | 1 1 1 | il 1, | R a1 go straight up ‘and dowh the” ,
or couch it will only be necessary to paint 'L Y ! T { —+ 1 I 1 - '_L 1 - U R | . : 1 ~”' T ‘f ; 1 ! T T ‘l 1 You must be careful thut everythim [T
it or cover it with paper. In this same MR T ey . 1 pasted smoothly. g b X o
way many other useful boxes may be T RO : 1 : L 1 I . T ! i 1 T 1 | | L ) :' } T l, T - M ¥ - T l, It you wish to linve s 'nitely’ coloted;
made. o = - ——— - = - - Ay W — g— Sauta Olaur nse vour rod/etnyon or wateel
For a younger sister any numbgr of 1 color for the chimiey and for Supta'sf
toys may be made of boxes. There is no | : 7 suit and hat. Muke Lis bag ﬂﬂ‘('“"'!‘df
nicer way to make a doll's house. One | i ' (] chimney together and then fold it so that|lcave tf fur on his costume white. Than':
large box may be used and partitions ' ' ] i is four sided, with the brick side out,|make his eyes blue, his cheeks and lips
made of cardboard or several small boxes ] ' (] and paste the flap under the backpiecc.|red, and you will have a jolly old ll“_y
large enough for ome room each may be PASTE,- (] (] { ] Then crease the piece on which Santa is|indeed. AsBm 4 : \
ﬁtltcd log:lher, ) ji ; — E:”'
Doll's furniture may also be made of 1 < i R 0
!hekbolxes. A particulurly easy thing to : ] : AN AT"RACTIVE GIFT FOR A GIRLTO?‘“’ .
make is a wardrobe. The box must be (] | nicest things which 4 girl{cotton. To finish' the edv3 o
of the proper shape and then Mi that is ‘ : : j : \ [} ] :‘l:? :ntkhee fo:'n Olll"::m“ ‘gift 15 a|gold paint in irregular splashed. R
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1 and paint or cover it. 1f All Rights Reserved. ] rectangles of cardbeard are necessary.iinmj the whole backed with ghe sicundi
you are going to paint it the wood must L] ' ’ One of these should be covered with white|cardboard rectangle, glass ey the
be smooth. If it is to be covered that is [} — 8 . crape paper Before putting oh the Bover,|frame and a tapé. binding put 1 vith
not 8o necessary. Then pieces to fit each . however, cut an oval large enough to|good strong paste. The Wit yssc pAR
side, and the door, may be cut from ¥ show the photograph toward the lower|tout binding is put on over the taps, .
denim or linen and fustene'd on with edge and to one side of the cardbeard rec- - : - ﬁ;
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sister. There'should be a tray such ‘as a Claus. the chimney that is marked out in bricks|merely to make the chimney stronger. i One of the nicest houses “~r your 1

trunk has in the top, which must res
upon cleats nailed to the sides. If pos-
sible it is rather nice to put a tiny pag-
lock on the chest, so that it may be locked.
It may be painted on the outside or cov-
ored with paper. Flowered paper is very
nice for this purpose, and the paper mayr

shou

Cut out Santa .Claus and the clilin:

]
,,’is the outside. The plain part turns up|Poste the inside and outside of the|
¢ -
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may, If the box is large it may be used for resin,

for y er or bLrother you tags, wax, screws, &c. Of course
mék: go“lx:sor.’[::ll'" 'm.'i'. b'lgi mav. be of holding some tools as well as for the mnuy;it is not nocessary to stock it before pre-
almost any size, hut et by voonenl vrares which boys and men find constant | senting it, as most of the things wl'llch are|
have a padiock, I v for f it is rather small then no to be s there ey oW ned b,v’

i Betily N con Lo Joft for the tools except for the per for w goip s b temded, but
tray, wi § v febhuile nnd  serew. chope? i Abhes RS S b the cons
Icmn] o for Srring L enided

is cut out in the cardboard cut away the
paper asd turn in the edges, pasting them
under. Next cut a branch of Howers,
vines or lenves from some figured paper
and paste it on the frame so that it stands
at the side and over-the top of - the ovi
frame. To make the flower more ef-
feet ve 00 it is cut from erépe pnpﬁ' rou

jevdld pad i raderneath_with u iitisiol

dolle 15 o letter fle and this may bs need
net anly for ‘the home of the lll?‘;
their costnmes as well. 1 wheh

b

decorate the fle yoo,may (2 o we




