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His Majesty’s Message

tlis Majesty King George’s address  to the
Empire on Christmas Day was a model of what
such addresses should be, both in length and
subject matter. It dealt of necessity with the
Empire’s war eifort and the reason why, witn
clear consciences, the people of the British
Commonwealth could celebrate the birth of the
Prince of Peace and at the same time renew  their
determination to fight Nazi aggression to the
bitter finish. The past few weeks have given
striking evidence of the power of the British
Navy and air forces; but there was no note .of
boastfulness in His Majesty's statements with
reference to these achievements. There must
have been many in Germany who heard the
‘King's broadecast, and the contrast between it
and the specches they are accustomed to hear
from their own leaders will have left a strong
impression. In propaganda, as in other forms
of art, the greatest  success is  achieved by
under-statement. Lhis Majesty's speech was not
propaganda in any sense. vet it will undoubr-
ediv have  far-reaching effects as  such,
smphasizing  the real issues involved in  the
ore<ent conilict. To Canadians, who but a few
months ago had the privilege of greeting their
Sovereigns personally, it was a particular pleas-
ure to hear His Majesiv's voice in a broadcast
which recatled, though under far different cir-
cumstances,  the  solemn words used on the
occitsion of his Coronation.

The Air Agreement

n mav he taken for granted, says the Mon-
treal Gazette, that whatever delay took place
in the negotiations leading to the conclusion of
Jast week's agreement for the development of a
huge air-training enterprise in Canada was due
to a realization of the tremendous cost involved.
It is all the more gratifving, therefore, to learn
that the Canadian Government has gone  into
this undertaking in no niggardly spirit but s
assuming something more than fifty per cent of
the estimated cost of the project for the three
vears which the agreement covers. I there is
to be a long war, Jonger than the three-vear
e tentatively set by Premier Chamberlain,
the agreement will he extended: on the other
hand, if peace conies within the three-year limit
the plns adopied at Ottawa will be adjusted
accordingly.

Premicr King has taken trouble to
over old ground in_regard to the  Dominion’s
constitutional position, drawing a distinction be-
tween the origial  Britsh proposal  for  the
training of DLrigsh air men in Canada by the

the £9

British Government. and the training of those
and other fhers under Canadian control. That
distinction, sivs the Gazette, has  never i

pressed the Canadian people as a whole, how-
ever acceptable it mav have been, and may still
he, toa very limited number of super-sensitive
constitutionalisis,  Canadian public  opinion s
Tess  concerned  with  constitutional  niceties in
these fateful davs than it is with getting things
done as speedily as possible and with a maximum
of efiiciency, and the circumstances do suggest
that some time has been lost through over-em-
phasis ol Canadian national authority in the
face of an Empire cvisis. The British family
relation=hip, particularly in time of war, ought
to he close enough to obviate any strict adher-
formalities  where

ence to - constitutional prac-
tical necessitics are concerned,
The British Way
One of the greatest war jobs in LEngland,

notes the Ottawa Journal, is being done by the
British Parliament. Refusing o play politics,
breaking all party ties, 1t 1s a constant prod to
the Government, compellmg vigor and alertness.
Day after day i the THouse of Commons Prine
Minister Chamberlain and his ministers have ro
answer questions, to tell why things are done,
or to tell why things are not done.  Nor are
questions and criticism confined to the Opposi-
jon. They come just as treely from Conserva-
tives, from the MNlinistry's supporters. In the
attack on the censorship, for example, the most
trenchant criticism  came  {rom the Govern-
ment’s own benches.

What this tells, most of all, is the intelligence
and the toughness of British democracy. These
people, the British, know what they are fighting
for; know what democracy is about.  They are
not afraid of criticism, not afraid of the truth;
refuse to fool themselves, or to let anybody try
to fool them.

Harold J. Laski, famous critic of government,
writes of a ‘“remarkable renovation™ in  the
British  parliamentary  system—"members fecl
more free from party ties; they criticize with
vigor; gricvances are ventilated with a persisi
ence that is notable. ..

And as with the British Parliament, so with
the British press.  The London Times, some-
times referred to as a “daily Government White
Paper”, insists there must be no restriction of
sound criticism.  ““The authors of imperfect
plans and the bunglers of good plans,” it savs,
“cannot  claim  immunity from = constructive
criticism merely because we are at war.”

The Toconomist, greatest of financial journals
in the Inglish-speaking world, agrees. In one
of its latest prints the Iiconomist, translating
the abstract into the concrete, carries a vigor-
ous attack on the appointment of Sir John Gil-
mour as Minister of Shipping and condemns

My, Chamberlain's - “habit of filling posts ex- gout habit ®

clusively from a narrow ring of titled medioc-
rites. ..”

When our own Parliament meets, says the
Journal, it is to be hoped it will take a leaf out
of the book of the British Parliament. No-
body will want party criticism, but what every-
body will want, or should want, will be con-
structive criticism, and, above all, informatiou.
As it is, we are altogether too tongue-tied. Too
much under the spell of that bromide so be-
loved by bureaucrats about “being at war,” as
if being at war involved surrender of public
right to know how the war is being run.

= EDITORIAL NOTES

Next holiday next Monday.
* ok *
Boxing Day. Officially observed,
* ok ko x
Evidently Premier Aberhart believes in Santa
Claus for he has just sent his Provincial Treas-
urer and Provincial Minister of Public Works
to Ottawa in the hope and expectation that the
Prime Minister will prove at least a Santa
Pal.
* ok kK
Beginning Monday, Germany's frontiers with
Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, ILuxem-
bourg and Switzerland will be closed from 8
pm, to 7 a.m. to prevent smugglers and spies
from reaching the Reich.  The order does not
affect regular railroad schedules, but there
are few night trains, anyhow.
* ok k%

Canada supplied approximately 8 per cent of
total imports into Australia during the twelve
months ending June 3o, following Great Dri-
tain and the United States. TFor the same period
Germany supplied less than 4 per cent of total
imports,

* ok kK

The City Council of Toronto the Good offer
a reward of $30 to any citizen who is able to
furnish information wlich will lcad to the ar-
rest and conviction of any person guilty of ap-
plying for an election ballot in the name of an-
other voter at the civie election on New Year's
Day.

* * * *

Canadian Green Mountain xaricty of  seed
potatoes will again be tested in A\rgentina on a
large scale during the coming scason, the De-
partment of Trade and Commcerce is advised.
The future demand for this varicty in \reen-
tina and consequently the price that local buy-
crs will pay for it as compared with the Katah-
din varicty will depend Targely on the results
obtained this scason.  Arrival of Canadian seed
potatoes in Nrgentina this scason o date total
277,132 crates.

* * *

Premier Campbell has found an apt pupil in
TPremier Godbout, Qucehee, in the handhing of
an embarrassing situation. The latter has just
dismissed 1,500 Provineial  govermment em-
plovecs, and is so sorry for themr distress that he
intimates his intention of introducing a system

of permanent Civil Service, under a Civil Ser-
vice Commission. It mayv he noted  that his
“sorrow” is of the prospective  kind, for the
Liberals who may be subjeet 1o “the axe™ after
next clection,
* * * *

TTugh  Conwav, Enghish novelist and o poct,
born this day, 187 —
“I know not when the dav shall he,

[ know not when onr eyves iy meet;
What welcome vou may give tome,

Or will your words he sad or sweet,
It mav not be "0ll vears have passed,

"Il eves are diny and tresses grav;
The world is wide: hut, Tove, at last,

Our hands, our hearts, must meet some day,

* ook k%

Rissian

Little admiration for the
fighting force, “outside the Red Square™, was
expressed inan interview o Montreal by Mr,
S. C. Lamport, of New York, a delegate of the
Good Neighbor League, who has heen in Russia
seven times during the past sixovears, and made
a survey of Luropean countries for \merican
interests.  According to Mr. Lamport. the Rus-
sians are impressive in o demonstrations  when
they are parading in front of Stalin, “but out-
side of the Red Square I don't think theyv're
worth much. 11 a litde country like Finland,
alone and unaided, can make such a  stand
against Russia, what will she be able to do if
she gets the support she should?  Aond I don™
mean speceches. I mean planes and guns and
bullets.”  Tle believed that had  given
Hitler the “biggest double-cross in history™ by
gaining the better part of Poland, and he was
definitely of the opinion that the Russians would
never fight alongside the Nazis, or lose a single
man in any battle that would advance Nazism.
His personal belief is that Russia, if Germany
breaks up, will start a movement to create a
Bolshevik state in the latter country.

army das a4

Russia

* ok kX

It was a bitterlv cold dav with an icy wind
sweeping over the airport and drying up its usual
coating of mud, when Mr. Chamberlain visited
I'rance bv airplanc.  The Prime Minister, who
had left his umbrella at home, looked pale and
chilled as he stepped from the plane although
the journcy had been  relatively  comfortable.
After their first greetings the party entered a
huge hanger, where coffee, hrandy and biscuits
were waiting.  (He was offered a cup of
brandy, but he refused, and took a cup of cof-
fee and a biscuit instead.) In the canteen he
met a corporal who was introduced to him as “a
man from Birmingham.” “.\ fine city,” the
Premier remarked. “You cannot come from a
better place.” A number of war correspondents
were introduced and one of them told the Pre-
mier that he had found the war “rather hard to
write about.”  An officer present here put in a
remark to the effect that “horedom was better
than bombs.”  Mr. Chamberlain reflected a mo-
ment.  Then, “It is a matter of taste, T sup-
pose,” he said. “Personally, T would prefer to
be hored than bombed.”  As the Prime Minis-
ter walked through a village on a brief tour of
inspection the French inhabitants recognized him
even minus his umbrella and cheered him en-
thusiastically. Ile was offered tea in the of-
ficers” mess hut declined saying: “Nowadays I

have no time for tea and I seem to have the

NOTES BY THE WAY

The license of a large number
of road motor services in the Do-
minion have recently been revok-
ed by the Transport Licensing
Authorities on the ground that
they are in ccmpetition with the
State railways which, it is con-
tended, can cater adequately for
the need of the districts concern-
ed. One of these officials stated
that it was fully appreciated that
there would be some inconveni-
ence for the time being, but it had
been necessary to consiaer the
welfare of the public a3 a whole.
Thousands of gallons of petrol
would be saved and unnecessary
‘waste in_other directions would be
eliminated. Many of the Ralilway
Department’s own road transport
services have been suspended ow-
ing t the ccmmandeering of
lorrtes and trucks for military pur-

poses. — New Zealand Press Un-
ion.

A resident of this city was
coming home from New Jersty

with three cartons of cigarettes,
bearing no New York state or city
tax stamps. He had purchased the
cigarettes, he said, for himself, his
wife and his son. As he stepped
off a ferry in Manhattan he was

arrested. His cigarettes were con-
fiscated. He was summoned to
appear in court and answer a

charge of tax evasion, This citizen
was less meek than scme. He went
to cowt, pleaded not guilty, got
a pesiponement and is expected to
argue his ca:e. Here looks to be
the makings of a geod sample case
that can be carried, we hope, as
high as the Court of Appeals and
the United States Supreme Court
to determune whether or not citi-
zens must accept “customs” bar-
riers between American states or
even cities as already accomplisn-
ed tact—with unlmited mult plica-
tions and extensions ahead.—New
York World-Telegram.

Both the War  Department
and company officials have keptan

effective veil of secrecy around the
construction of an unbelievably

huge Army
la: plant in

bomber at the Doug-
California. Thouch a
landplane. 1t will dwarf even the
great Atlantic Clippers and wll
be the largest known plane in the
world. It w.ll have a wirg span ot
more than 220 fect and will weigh
appreximately 125000  pounds —
compared with fret anz 0
pounds fcr the biggest Clippers and

95 feet and 24000 pounds for the
Douglas DC-3. bgeest airlintr now
used m the U. Mginally  de-

signed  to have six  molors, the
new plane i, now to have lour of
the new 2,000-horse-power monster
engmes. It will have a tricycle

land.ng gear, will carry a 37-milli-
metre aircralt canncn. many ma-
chune-guns, and some 20 tons of
bombs, but wil have a ciusug
range of about 60,9 m.es. I.s
spred  isn't known. — Newsweck,
New York,

After being cut off since wmobil-
jzatlon dar, Parisians may pow
telephone to the bar on the corner
to order a ho.tie of win2 or to the
restaurant dc irs for a couple
of sandwict e Minster of
Post , Tele2ravh ar Tolephotes
has ordéred the re-estabishment of

tetephrone - servier i caes;
s and bars, cut olf su.ce
st day of mebilizauon, Long-

awstanee calds from pub paon.s,
however, are still refis:d.
A tightening of «¢ffi izl cont-ol

over Girmany's metal trade is in-
dicated 1in n:w government re ua-
tlons which prohibit tie con ump-
tion of light meta’s and their alloys
tor all but s-ecilical,y m ntioned
purpd.es. In the tuiure, Light met-

als may be consumed, w thout
speeific official  permit, only for
(1) preducts  which  have  beon
manufactured regularly by indiv d-

ual firins in the past, (2) m
for military use. (3) products des-
tined for exnort and (4) excen
tional purpcses specitcally app:
ed by the trade control authcri-
ties.

crials

for turning
frame into a hctted were
when electrizal science
attention to the problem In the
old days the cold frame was
“heated” in “Winter with an appli-
cation of manure. Todav, a systm
for heating the soil by elec'ric iy,
and. In some instances, further
augmented by supp!emental eec-
tric lighting, has proved rclative-
ly inexpensive — and is certainly
more pleasant than the old. E'cc-
tric soil-heating cable is an in-
sulated, lead-covered res:stnc2
—.re thermostatically controilea so
that the temperature may be sot
high enough to germinate seecs,
lowered for the scedings and
turned off *entirely when it is de-
sired to harden them off. This
last, of course, is tantamount to
the hotbed being transformed into
a cold frame.

Methods the co'd
dev sed

turncd 1ts

Extract from “A Tax .History of
the Twentieth Century and Lat-
er:” ‘“The ballcon tax, levied on
the small balloons used bv chil-
aren, cpened up a new field for
taxation. New York c'tv imnrosed
the first such tax in 1935, bt s'x
months later a similar tax was
Immosed by the State of New
York. As a resu't of the immvost-
tion of this decuble tax, it became
the practice among some N-w
York children to go to New Jer-
sey to purchase balloons f-r thom-
gelves and their playmates, When
the tax yield began to fall. it be-
came necessary for the city and

ors on the ferrvhoats and tube
trains. As a result of these meas-
uers many children who had buot-
legged balloons into the city were
apprehended and reccived heavy

fines. — New York Sun

The annual sale of confis-
cated firearms, fishing >piinpment,
etc, took pace last menth. Al
told. there were on view 321 fre-

arms—rifles and shotguis, which
renresents an increase of aimost
100 over Ia<t year Prohahly the
first thing that attracted the at-
tention of a visitor to the display

PUBLIC FORUM

This eoln:u is open for the
1 14

y o
questions of interest. The Char-
lottetown Guardian does not ne-
cessarily endorse the opinlons of
correspondents.

UILY  GUYRKNMENY

Sir:— A short time ago you an-
nounced a divided Councu as to the
need for a change in our system of
civic administration, some favor
of a “commission”, others the “stat-
us quo”, etc.

Now that Christmas engagements
bave pas:ed, and city elections aie
in the offing, is'nt it time for our
live business men to take hold and
insist upon some practical system to
replace the obsolete and costly
method which should have been
scrapped long ago, and which 18
forcing us headlong into prospective
bankruptcy ? ]

We cannot continue as we are
now doing, to on increasing our
staggering 1o of debts and taxa-
tions.

1 am, Sir. etc.,

REFORMER

Hans Langsdorff

(Ottawa Journal)

Chivalry will have pity for Hans
Langsdorff. An officer in the
traditions of the old Imperial Ger-
man Navy, fate and Adolf Hitler
made him the central tragic fig-
ure in a Dpitiable episode which
stained his calling. He had brought
his battered ship into Monteviaeo,
had been worsted in fair fight, but
the world, we think, will say for
his memory that he would have
sailed out again. That is what his
suicide, with all the terror of a
Greek tragedy, now tells.

When the Graf Spee, driven from
battle by British seamanship and
gunnery, anchored in Montevideo,
Captain Langsdorff paid tribute to
his foes. Their marksmanship, he
said, was “incredible”, had brought
“enormous”’ damage. Yet Langs-
dorff, clearly, was ready to go out
again; would have gone out to
whatever fate and British gunnery
hada in store for him. He refuel-
ed his ship and provisioned it,
made what repairs he could. It
was onry two days later, after he
had talked with and received or-
ders from Adolf Hitler, that he
changed his story. Onmly then he
became, not the seaman of tradi-
tion but the political puppet of a
Nazi politician. He took his ship,
bearer of a proud name, to ignom-
inious suicide, left a blot that will
be forever indeiible on the German
naval story.

Now Hans Langsdorff, his hu-
miliation unbearable, is dead in
Buenos Aires. Dead by his own
hand. It would have been better
had he disobeyed Hitler's orders
and taken his ship to battle; bet-
ter had he, even obeying orders,
gone down with his ship when he
scuttled her. That he outlivez his
snip by these three days perhaps
is explained by a good command-
er’s regard for his crew. He want-
ed to know his men were sale,
wanted to be ia a position to do
his utmost fcr them. That duty ac-
complished, life no longer app:a.-
ed to him. But what his suicide
tells in any event was his shame
in the whole episode, his contempt
for the character of the orders he
feit he must obay. That it will
be a shame and contempt shared
by many of the German nation,
we need not doubt. German pres-
and morale—and above all
the legend of German courage —
will 7ot casily survive this blow.
Not again can Goebbels tell the
Cerman people that this was a
‘German  “victory.”

PR

. .

And what can the world think

or say of the scuttling of the
Columbus? No matter how Icok-
cd at, the story seems baffling.

Here was a great liner which, the
war over, would have been of great
value to Germany. Yet it is taken
out of a safe neutral harbor on an
acveniure which did not have one
c'ner in a thousand to succeed,
and then when failure came, as it
\ cund to come, ingloriously
scuttled.

2oes this
of defeat
Geormany?

tell ‘that the fatalism
has settled upon Nazi

That, all hope of vc-
tcry 8o or goinz swiftly, Adolf
Hitler has determined that Ger-
man ships in weutral ports must not
fall into Aliied hands? The Col-
umbus could not have been of war
service. Once at home, she would
have remained in a German port,
of no more use to Germany than
the Queen Mary is to Britain, or
the Normandie to France. Only
‘oot weock the British brought the
Maurctania to New York, tied her
up there indefinitely.

To-r2 are these who hold that
Acdolf Hitler's actions are dictated
by asiroogy; that he puts his
aith in the stars. Unless that be
that explanation of what has come
this week — with Hitler's astrolo-
ger desperately wrong — then the
only altzrnative ¢ »aclusion is that
Germany is becoming a victim of
the confusion and panic of im-
pending  defeat. One of defeat's
sure svmptems is a passion for
blind destruction.

was the large number of 22, rifles,
As a matter ot fact they repe-
ented about 50 percent. of the to-
tal. There wos a misceliane) s col-
lection of fishing equipment: rods,
recls, tackle boxes, baits, ereels,
minnow pails, etc., and other iso-
lated articles as axes. flashlights
lanterns, packsacks, duck decoys
and a club bag and motor rug. The
seizure in this groun represented
an increase of 35 percent. over last
year. Of lesser intecest but probably
of just as much importance from
the standpoint of conservation
were several lots of steel traps,
numbering some 433 in all. — On-
tario Fish end Game Builetin.

_Teacher: “Heyton,
give me what you

mouth.”
“I-I-T'd
t's a

come here and
have in your

certainly like
toothache.”

Heyton:
g 0. teache

State to place halloon tax inspect- .

Drive ouIACHE
¢ o Y

The Health League
Of Canada

Increasing attention to nutri-
tion makes a recent pamphlet is-
sued by the Board of Education of
Great Britain of al interest
at this time. It deals with
problem of planning meals
school children, especially those
evacuated from the cities to the
country.

Central cantrens have been sug-
will  be

Board of Education's pamphlet is
intended to help the people faced
with the problems of a canteen.
Not the least of these problems, it

pointed out, is the fact that
the children who have come to
live in new homes are trying to
get used to new conditions, and
the canteen organizers in their
turn are being faced with difficul-
ties hitherto unencountered, eg.,
limited and unfamiliar equipment
for storing, cooking and serving
meals.

Some of the children, they will
find, are unaccustomed to regular
meals of any kind, and ordinary
table manners are unknown to
them. They are not familiar with
the kind of food which is being
given to them in their new homes,
and, most of all, they are often
misjudged, being considered un-
grateful for the kindness which is
being shown to them, whereas
they are really bewildered by their
strange new life, and were much
happier in the conditions they had
left.

This upheavel i the lives of
many children is the particular
war-time difficulty which they
have to fcae. If they are to be
trained, says the pamphlet, to be-
come valuable members of the
community later on, the least we
can do is to see that they are as
well fed as possible now.

Children need light nourishing
food in good proportions, and un-
hurried meals, efficiently prepar-
ed, served and cleared. The ideal
midday meal for children con-
sists of a little meat or fish, or
meat substitute (eggs, pulse, cheese,
etc.) generous helpings of two or
more well-cooked vegetables with
good gravy, or salad, and some
nourishing pudding (e.g., contain-
ing milk and or eggs, fat, fresh or
dried fruits. etc.), or some raw
fruit. As long as it can be obtain-
ed, fresh food (fruit, vegetables,
meat, suet, eggs, milk. etc.) shorld

AT THE AQUARIUM

Serene the silver fishes glide,
Stern-lipped, and pale, and wonder=
eyed!

As through the aged deeps of ocean,
They glide with wan and wavy

motion.
They have no pathway where they
They

They
They

1low like water to and fro,
watch  with never-winking
eyes, ) _

watch with staring, cold sur-
prize,

The level people in the air,

‘The people peering. peering there:
Who wander also to and fro,

And know not why or where they

g0,
Yet have a wonder in their eyes,
Sometimes a pale and cold surprise.

—Max Eastman.
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How Are
Your Eyes?

SEASON’S

\

GREETINGS

‘ To our policyholders and friends, near
and far, we extend Hearty Wishes for a
Merry Yuletide and Happy New Year.

HYNDMAN & CO. LIMITED

INSURANCE

Offices:

Charlottetown,

Summerside,

Montague

Mr. Fox Farmer

We remind you, that you can sell to best

advantage by using our marketing system,

W. CHESTER S. McLURE

: i
10400000000“0‘0—00—0“0“0““0‘“0‘-\

: 110 Kent Street Charlottetown

be used, and as far as possible tin-
ned or other preserved food should
not be used till the time
;},v‘/’hen we may be obliged to

comes
use

your

“Why the camera on the hood of

car?”
“Oh, that's a movie

machine.
You see, I go too fast to Jook at
the scenery.”

v

A carefully prepared series of notes of
Meteorological and Botanical observations
made in the period 1910-1937; and includ-
ing a short list of common insects.

By BLYTHE HURST (*“Agricola”)
Brackley Beach

On Sale at

THE SCHOOL SUPPLY
CARTER AND CO.
MARITIME STATIONERS
WOOLWORTHS
TRAVEL BUREAU
GUARDIAN PUB. CO.

Price 25 cents per copy

¥
TP TP

VIS OTTITIISTIIOITOY S

A Naturalist’s Calendar

FOR

Prince Edward Island

If you are having symptoms
of strain—headaches, sore eyes
or dizziness — consult a spec-
‘alist,

At your service with years
of experionce and a thorough
vefracting service,

Call in and discuss your dif-
ficulties.

G. F. Hutcheson

G. F. HUTCHESON
F. G. HUTCHESON,

PO00000000000000000000000000000000

$90000000000000s000000000000000
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For a Delicious Cun of
Orange Pekoe Tea

Mr. lea Pott Says:

Use BRAHMIN

« Full Flavoured Tea

Gifts of Charm

You will find the thing
you are looking for. . .
whether it be for a lady
or a man.

We carry
lines of—

N P P

complete

LTI TLLETE T

Yardley.
Richard Hudnut.
Eve in Paris.
Ashes of Roses.
Three

Derny’s Sec-

rets, etc.

We also carry many
beautiful gifts in—

Keystone Brush
Comb and Mirror sets.

Military sets and
Moirs Chocolates.
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Bpfore making your
choice call and see our
display of these items.

THE 2 MACS
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o B E IS

TO ISLANDERS
FOR MORE
THAN FIFTY

YEARS

HICKEY'S
BLACK
TWIST

CHEWING

Manufactured By

Charlottetown

Hickey & Nicholson

ALWAYS
IN SEASON

ALWAYS PERFECTLY
FLAVORED AND
ALWAYS PREFERR%Y

BY ISLANDERS
18 )
HICKEY’S

I




