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St. George's Day

St. George. is the "happy warrior” whom old
England has embroidered upon her nationgl
standards, and to whom memorials are found in
many other lands, including Russia, Itu!y, .Greece,
Sicily, France and Spain. In Great Britain he is
celebrated as the patron saint of churches, of
arms, of chivalry, and of the blue .ribbon Ordgr
of the Knights of the Garter, founded in 1344 in
the time of Edward lll, the festival being kept
@very year sifce in his honour.

St. George is the legendary warrior  who
fought the dragon, symbol of evil the world over.
Historically, however, he merits equal attention.
Born in Cappodocia, of Christian parents, by
whom he was brought up in the true religion and
fear of God, he became an officer in the army of
Diocletian and wos admitted o member of the
Emperor’s council. Ignorant of his being ¢
Christian, Diocletian ordered wholesale persecu-
tion of that body, whereupon George, making,
in the words of an old chronicle, ““dole of all his
substance to the poor,” came boldly into the
Senate and “ungirdling his zone,” made vigorous
protest against the Imperial edict. “Your idols
are not gods,” he told the Council scornfully; and
in spite of arguments, abuse, jeers and alternate
offers of bribes and threats, he stood his ground.
Sentence of death was passed upon him and ac-
cordingly -carried out, “George being invested
with the glorious crown of martyrdom upon
the 23rd day of April, Anno Domini, nostri, 290"

So runs the chronicle, which John Ruskin be-
lieved to be the “true story” of St, George—a
story told to Richard Coeur de Lion during the
Crusades, made a battle-cry upon the fields of
France, and intertwined with the most heroic
traditions of British history since King Edward
founded the Royal Chapel at Windsor and his
son, the Black Prince, hero of Crecy and Poitiers,
became installed os the first illustrious Knight
of the Garter.

St. George also is the patron saint of Boy
Scouts throughout the world, and in this con-
nection another illustrious warrior, Viscount
Alexander of Tunis, Governor-General of Canada,
has issued on inspiring message to the Scout-
ers of Canada on this-occasion. _It_appears_else-
where in today’s issue, and we commend it to the
attention of all our readers, young and old, as
one of much interest and value:

Education And Autonomy

The Canadian Teachers’ Federation are ad-
vocating Federal aid for Provincial educational
purposes, and the once valid objection is being
rcised that under the British North America Act
provincial education is the sole responsibility of
the Provinces, and its control a provincial right
and prerogative. “Once valid,” we suggest, but
no longer so in view of events which have tran-
spired to render our statutory rights and pre-
rogatives a hollow mockery in these Provinces
by the sea. )

As far back as 1940 the Sirois Commission
noted that the expansion in the concept of edu-
cation since Confederation “has been as unex-
pected as the expansion in socicl services gen-
erally.”” This had led to uction by the Dominion
and to many representations before the Commis-
sion based on the wide disparity of revenue
among the Provinces. The claim of the Canadian
Tedchers' Federation must in all fairness be
viewed in this light.

“The imperative need for a new basis for
educational finance,” says the Federation’s cur-
rent newsletter, “is the culmination of two
tendencies which through the years have become
more and more obvious, and which will, if disre
garded, continue to undermine the existing basis
of education. One of these trends is the in-
creasing demands on education os free, com
pulsory, and universal, with proposals for the ex:
tension of the school leaving age to fourteen,
fifteen, sixtcen, seventeen and eighteen years,
together with enrichment of curricula and in-
clusion of subject matter beyond the three R's.

“The other, less obvious but more insidious,
is the fact that the base on which educational
finance has rested—the real property tax—is be:
coming relatively less and less accountable for »
major proportion of taxes collected. The new
sources of revenue—corporation, personal in
come, sales, excise, automobile, liquor, tobacca
and lyxury taxes—have made up an ever in-
creasing part of the national revenye. The com-
paratively inflexible taxes on real property, how:
ever, although far from expanding ot a similar
rate, have had to attempt to bear the needs ot
public education and even further assume the
burden of the increasing cost of expanding social
services thot the local authorities are expected
to provide.”

In this, as in othé} matters, we heve gotten
far away from the conditions under which the B.
N. A. Act was drafted, and the emphasis p! aced
in: that statute on provincial autonomy has come
to mean less and less in terms of real value ts
the smaller Provinces, which are being milked of
huge tax revenues annually by reason of the
concentration of wealth and corporation heod
offices in the big industrial Provinces. Hon
John Bracken, then :'m:r of Manitoba, made
strongly e Dominion-Provineial
Conference of January, 1941, when he said:

! & incidl autonomy

¥

vincial government functions but also the fin-
ancial copacity to discharge them. If the peo
ple and the Government of a Province are desir
ous of following a certain policy which is with-
in their legal powers as determined by the B. N

of finances, arising through no fault of their
own, the fact that their legal autonomy is unim-
paired is of little consolation to them.”

As in the case of education, it could be argued
that the right to impose income and corporation
taxes is a provincial function, and a part of
provincial autonomy. But the less wealthy Prov-
inces have been forced to make agreements with
Ottawa withdrawing from these fields, in order
to obtain a more equal distribution of revenue
for necessary expenditures.

If evidence were lacking os to the worth-
lessness of our statutory autonomy it is furnished
by the recently imposed freight rates increase,
designed deliberately, it would seem, to penalize
the less fortunately situated Provinces. It is o
poor partnership indeed which squeezes the
smaller partners to the wall, and that is what 1s
happening under Confederation today. It is far
more important that we realize this fact, and
seek to do somehing about it, than that we should
worry undu'y cbout losing any more of the shadow
of aur provincial autonomy, when the substance
has become so attenuated.

Storm In A Teapot

The storm in the teapot at Ottawa over the
cttitude of the Maritime Liberal members on
freight rates shows that the Party must have been
greatly concerned over the risk of losing the
confidence vote. There was really nothing in
what the Hon. Cyrus MacMillan said that would
justify any effective quotation in the course of
the debate. As a member of the Duncan Com-
mission he took an active part in bringing obout
a fairer distribution of rates in the Maritimes,
ond all that he says now is that the railways arz
entitled to increased revenue, but at the same
time compensation should be allowed the Mari-
times in some other respect. That is, that the
Maritime Provinces, individually and collectively,
would have to start and petition the Government
and the railways to make concessions which the
Maritimes contend they were justly entitled to,
but which the Transport Commission, recently
reporting, did not see their way clear to concede.
What difference such an opinion would have had
on the course of the debate in the House of Com-
mans is difficult to imagine.
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St. George's Day.
L . PR T I .

It is @ safe bet that midnight Saturday will
pass without Daylight Saving Time being pro-
claimed.

- L ] - -

Tomorrow the seven-provincial Premiers con-
fer on future action on freight rates. The' re:
maining two, of course, hope to retain the status

quo.
L " * *

An early task for the new Industrial Defence
Board is the development of odequate protective
clothing. In that category furs are in a class by
themselves.

" L] -

Dr. Grant, M.P., must have soraething of
Rob Roy in him, only in reverse—rob the poor
farmer to enrich the railways and railvay em-
ployees. .

L] * L] L]

Palestine is peculiarly an American prob-
lem as it was once a British one. The United
States must make the major contribution to the
carrying out of U.N. policy and she consequently
must make the decision. -

Ottawa is raising its aldermanic salaries, so
civil servants are inquiring whether the Gov-
ernment is repealing the regulation which pre-
vents them holding public office paying more
than $500 per year. S

*. * *

Shakespeare born this date 1564: “"He was ¢
scholar and a ripe and good one; Exceeding
wise, fair-spoken, and persuading: , Lofty and
sour ‘to them that loved him not; But to those
men who sought him, sweet as summer. And, to
odd greater honour to his age than man could
give him, he died fearing God."

A 49th American state is in the offing.
Hawaii has long been willing and unless Con-
gress becomes too invilved in other matters the
necessary action will soon be taken. Incidental-
ly the move will permit bilateral frée trade which
otherwise would have been barred by the terms
of world trade agreements.

Canada admitted 12,457 immigrants during
January and February, compared with 5,337 dur-
ing the same months of 1947. The .immigration
branch said the greatest boost was in the num-
ber of pertns from continental Europe. The
steamship Kota Inten is scheduled to arrive a*
Halifax this week with 740 Dutch immigrants.

* * »* *

An ex-Canadian will be making. academic
history when Sir: William Hamilton Fyfe retires
from the post of Principal and Vice-Chancellor
of Aberdeen ‘University on September 30. He is
the first Aberdeen Principal to come under the
arrangement—now common to the Scottish Uni-
versities—for a fixed retiring age. In the case of
Aberdeen it is 70. Among many outstanding
contributions to Education, Sir William will be
perhaps best remembered by the present gen:
eration of Scots for his chairmanship of the
Scottish Advisory Committee on Education, whose
recommendations may lead to far-reaching
changes in the country's educational system.
When he retires, Sir Williom intends to. return
to live in London, where he was born. Educated
at Edinburgh and Oxford, he came to Canada,
where he became Principal and Vice-Chancellor

of Kingston University, Ontario. He was op-
pointed to Aberdcen o3 successor to the late Sir
Adom Smith N;in yeors age. :

A. Act, but are prevented from doing so by lack |, -

Stalin says the treaty of Russia
and Finland {s “between- equals”-
one bear and one rabbit. — Ottawa

Jdurnal.

“Every dog has its day”, a nove-
list reminds us. This doesn't troub
le us nearly so much as the fact
that cats insist on having tihe
nights. — Montreal Star.

British Columbia will grade and
classify its auto courts and touriat
camps for the protection of visi
tors, Hon. Leslie H. Eyres, minister
of trade and industry, announces
The initial classification will be’
on a basis of one, two or three
stars to denote the type of ac-
commodation offered. — Vancou-
ver News-Herald.’

The United States as a whole is
one of the less' densely settled
countries of the world, and wil
continue to be so for many years
to come. According to forecasis
based on assumptions of medium
tertility and medium mortality, Jus
population will be about 166,000,006
in 1975; this would mean -a density
of 56 per square mile. Even o¢
the most favourable assumptions,
our population in 1975 will be a
bout 185,000,000, which is still ,only
62 persons per square mile.—Metro
politan Life Bulletin.

This is tree-planting time. Ev
ery rural resident of Norfolk Coun-
."should be planning to set oit
trees for windbreaks and for wouc-
lots at this season of year. ‘Tae
terrible floods of a fortnight agy
in Southern Ontario demousirate
that tree life must be restored in
order to conserve moisture and to
prevent water from runniag away
too rapidly. In Norfolk the need
is even greater to protect the light
topsoil from blowing away. We
have the Reforestry Station ab St.
Williams to furnish trees in abun-
dance, so that there can be no ex-
cuse for failure to take part ‘n
this vital restorative and protective
program. — Simcoe Reformer.

2 again to the
Miramichi River — and so havc
the sportsmen. Daily, scores of
them are arriving from the Unie-
ed Statés’ for Eastern Canadas
earliest salmon fishing. It is mot
only the earliest salmon fishing,
but the toughest —a hard, dan-
gerous game, On most streams,
salmon can’t be caught before May.
But speclal angling permits are
{ssued for the Miramichi as soon
as the ice cracks up The reason
is that the salmon, which Winter
in the Miramichi come through In
much better condition than ls the
case with salmon in most rivers. By
April, they even regain some of
the silvery color they lose in the
late Fall. In former years the dally
bag limit per rod has been tan
Spring salmon. All have to be
caught on barbless hooks, aud
only one may be killed. The othors
have to be released unharmed
This year the bag limit is tive, of
which four must be freed. —Saint
John Telegraph-Journal.

When Dr. Charles Camsell stalcs
that the future of this country’s
mineral Industry depends upen
sclentific methods, he is stating &
fact recognized by most mining
men. The old time prospectors and
thelr methods are slowly dying omt.
The best modern prospector does
not rely on, the ‘old “hike ard
hunt” system. He is a student of
rock formatlons and other pertiae
ent lore. He will not waste much
time plodding over terrain whica
{s unlikely to contain minerals. ‘The
gelger machine which rattles when
carried over uranium ore ls an ex-
ample of up-to-date devices, In 8
country. as large as Canada th:re
will continue to be some strikes
made through sheer luck. The
percentages, however, more and
more favor the sclentific prospes:
tor. No man has a better idea of
the potentials of Canada’s mineras
wealth than Dr. Camsell. Born in
the Northwest Territories. the' son
of a Hudson's Bay factor, he has
had much to do with the mapping
of the north. When deputy minis-
ter of mines and resources, he
was one officlal who preferred to
be out in the field, rather than
prop up a desk in Ottawa. —Wind-
sor Star. O

As the davs grow longer and
warmer and the evenings lighten.
the symptoms of that peculiar re-
current malady known as Sprnpg
Fever begin to appear again. We
are -attacked by an odd combina-
tion of languor and restlessncss
which is prevalent at no other time
of the year. With the slightest ex
cuse or none we find ourselves
drifting into daydreams. We pic
ture the house as it would lock
with a new .coat of painb and a
litfle amateur carpentry. One of
the delusions most firmly fixed in
the head of a man who has neves
tried it, s the idea that given
a hammer and nails any male can
work miracles, We fall an easy
prey to that bright infectious rash
of seed packets that break out all
over the shop counters at this sea-
son of the year. (The second com-
monest delusion known to man is
the belief that 1t you just put A
seed Into a hole in the ground it
will grow. Well, and in this favor-
ed part of the world it usually
does!) During the mext few weoks
we can expect nearly any mani-
festation of Spring Fever, The man
wiio gets on a downtown strew'car
clasping a pot containing a §wo-
foot hydrangea in full blaom or
jugging a full-length spade incom-
pletely wrapped in brown paper,
will get merely a passing glance
from us. How can we spare - him
more, when in our own minds we
are already at home olling the
|awnmower and _excavating the

wheelbarrow {rom what remains' ot
the winter’s supply wood?
Vancouves

Sir Stafford Cripp's
Budget Statement

(United Kingdom Information
I t

“When we come to consider the
degree of inflationary pressure
isting in our economy we enter the
most difficult field of econamic
analysis. Inflationary pressure can
not be removed entirely by Gov-
ernmental action unless we are to
envisage a degree of economic cot-
trol too rigid to be operated in %
democracy and which would de-
feat our alm of getting away from
detailed controls as rapidly as pus-
sible, During the last year many
signs of inflationary pressure were
to be observed. The demand for
labour and materials was excessive
throughout industry: costs, profits
and wages rose all through the
year, the pressure of the black
market continued in certain spheres
and we experienced great difficui-
ty in devoting sufficient resources
to those types of production mosi
urgent for the country but et
necessarily the most profitable or
attractive to the producer, Yet last
year we had an overseas deflcit ot
$2,700 millions, which meant that
we had that extra volume of goods
available to us In excess of o
own production. This year we
plan to reduce thabt excess Very
substantially, depending to some
extent on the outcome of the Eur
opean Recovery Programme. ‘This
means there will be an increase >
inflationary pressure to the extent
of the difference between the a
mounts of excess imports in the
two years respectively. Against
this we have a reduction of capi-
tal investments. There will there
fore almost certainly be a net la-
crease in inflationary tendencies
this year compared with last.”

s o o

“The problem of removing Infla
tionary pressure is not the oniy
one affecting the Budget, though
certainly the most immediately 1m-
portant. There are two ways that
inflatiohary pressure can be ce-
daced — voluntary withholding f
spendings and Government taxa-
tion. Much of the Governmenls
capital investments of the highes:
priority should properly be -met
from savings. But in the present
inflationary condition a differen’
and more stringent test is required.
Intlationary pressure has not yeu
decreased to a marked extent. ILi
view of these factors we must se-
cure a Budget surplus big enougn
to yleld a balance after all the
forms of Government expenditive
have been met.”
The Budget must have two main
objectives “First, to obtain, with
equitable distribution of the load
of taxation, a real substantial sar-
plus which more than provides fo:
all Government expenditure, capi-
tal and current, and leaves a bai-
ance to be used to counter infla-
tionary pressure, and second, so L0
adjust taxation as, to encourage
production’ by providing a better
incentive to producers.”
Reviewing the year's results 31
Stafford Cripps sald “The size of
(he realized surplus — $2,544 mii-
lions — is to some extent 8
measure of the inflationary situa-
tion.” The total revenue for 147-
48 was $15,380 million, The rev-
enue from the purchase tax fell
short of the amount expected by
$140 millions. But Sir Stafford said
that inland revenue exceeded ihe
estimate by $856 millions  After
giving details of particular cases
he said that the total saving a-
mounted to mnot less than $1,600
millions, but against this must be
set increased expenditure on edu
cation, housing and the Natlonai
Health Service. The total increase
was nearly half the total savi 3.
He sald that the Government had
done everything possible to make
as large a contribution as possible
in economy on Government expen-
diture, but they did not propose b
cut the soclal services as they were
proud of their record in social ser-
vices and anxious to improve upQ.:
it. And he proposed to provids
$2,000 millions for the servicing
and management of the National
Debt. !

. 8
Giving the figures, he added “We
have decided to continue subsldics
because we are convinced that al
though in theory they may be tn.
flationary, in, practice they have
an opposite effect since they re-
strain the demand for increased
personal incomes to meet the in-
creased cost of living.” They wece
providing annually out of taxation
the equivalent to twelve or four-
tedn shillings ($2.40 or $2.80) a
week for every family in the coun
try in addition to a like sum by
way of social services. There was
to be added the cost of tax collec
tion and the-Post Office and this
feft $2.076 millions of the total
Budget expenditure still to be ex-
plained.

sir Stafford said that during
1048-9 Customs and Excise re
ceipts would show the 'full offect
of the changes in taxation ‘intro-
duced since last April, Alsohol’ was
expected to bring in $1600 millicns

d tobacco $2240. Purchase tas
would bring in $1200 millioa,
bringing the total estimated re-
venue from this branch to $6,000
millions.

In inland revenue ‘they coufs
look for a further expension. The:e
had been a considerably expansion
of profits which would come undas
charge this year. There was also
a considerable rise In wages and
salarles last autumn, with the “c-
sult that total earnings would oe
running at & higher level, He eat.
mated $360 million in surtax. This
plus a full year's yleld of the n-
creased profits tax he estimated
would yleld $1000 million. To this
should be added $4 million tor

us duties, and inland
revenue would yleld an increase oc
last year of $608 millions, Since tne
present Government took office
they had reduced -the income tax

by one shilling in the pound $0.20
in the dollar) and substantially in-
crensed personal
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l‘hh' column is open U
the - discussion by corre-

p of gt o
The ¢
dian does hot
Uy endorse the opinion o
correspondents. :

EXPRESS RATES

Sir,—A few days ago I called up
the agent at one of our railway
stations and inquired what the
cost would be to send a parcel
from the Island to Sackville, He
said the minimum was 75 cents.
That is higher than usual I point-
¢d out. Yes, he admitted. The rale
a short time ago was only 40 cents.
Here is a jump of

' OBSERVER,
: :
INDIAN WELFARE

Sir,—At this late date I would
flke to express appreciation of the
interest Dr. John F. MacNeill cf
summerside is taking in the wel-
fare of the Indian population ot
the Province, as evidenced by tus
ietters in these columns some
weeks ago., I belleve that, due to
Dr. MacNeill's efforts, consider
able interest in this matter has
been aroused.

Since the letters were written,
Dr. MacNefll has visited Ottawa,
and I feel that many people wouid
like to know whether he called at
the Indian Affairs Department
while there and if he obtained any
1turt.her information on this prod-
em.

‘1 am, 8ir, eto.
ONE INTERESTED.
Bedeque, P. E. I

—_—
CORRESPONDENT WANTED

Sir,—1 hope you will excuse the
liberty I am taking in writing to
you but being & keen reader of L.
Montgomery's P. E. 1. slorles, I
would very much llke to corres-
pond with someone from Prince
Edward Island.

Do you think you oould help
me? My age is twenty-six years.

‘I write short stories, etc., and lve

on a farm. My interests are read-
ing, gardening and animals.

1f anyone would care to write
to me I would be only too pleased
to send them Australlan magaz-
ines, stamps, etc.

Hoping that you can help me—
and if you can will you please
accept my sincere thanks.

I am, Sir, etc,

(Miss) YVONNE M. HELBER
c/o Mrs. A. M. Helberg
No. 7, Bighth Avenue
St. Peters,

South Australla .

nearly 100%.
Where are we heading for? Wny

such an increase? Can anybody Where I walk, a shadow gray
explain this matter? - Through gray asphodel,
I am, Sir, etc. | I am glad, who have-had
All that life can tell.

A CYPRIAN WOMAN

Greek Folk Song

Under dusky laurel leaf,
Scarlet leaf of rose,

I lUe prone, who have known
All a woman knows.

12

Love and grief and motherhood,
Fame and airth and scorn---
These are all shall befall

Any woman born.

Jewel-laden are my hands
Tall my stone above,

Do not weep that I sleep
Who was wise in love.

—Margaret Widdemer.

harmony with the ultra-modern
layout of their environment in an
electric-railway station, when I
saw them in Piccadilly. I might
perhaps have wondered if they
had strayed off the set of a film
studio that was shooting a period
plece. )

Well, that was new, and on view
with it was evidence of an old
custom dying hard, as the saying
goes. The old custom of “dressing
for dinner.”

During the war much of that
formality was lost, Most of the
men who were in the habit of din-
ing out were in uniform, and for
those who weren’t, well, convention
had relaxed anyway. Now, how-
ever, the custom is creeping back
sgain {nto fashion. Slowly, may-
be, because of the obstacles of
austerity times, such as the need
for spending clothing coupons on
lounge suits, with none of the ra-
tion left over for dinner jackets,
and the absence of petrol (or
should I say ‘“gasolene”?) for
pleasure driving. Anyone drlving
a car these days is llable to be
stopped by a policeman who wants
to know where. the gas came from!

L

The folk who used to dress and
drive into town for dinner and a
show are forced to make at least
that concession to the times. With
the car lald up until better days,
they have to come to town on the
Underground rallway or by bus.
But the cartoon figure of the
hieblonded  Englist dressing
for dinner in the middle of the
jungle In darkest Africa {s still
the example for the sociely-mind-
ed Londoners to -follow.—The law

Old  Charlottetawn
(AndP.BRL)

The largest vessel to be buily 7Y
the Maritime Provinces in 1835 wyq
the “Ethel”, of 1,730 tons, by An.

drew Duncan, at Charlattetown,
She had three decks, was {rone
fastened, and measured 240 x 33

x 23 feet draught. she was .
tered in Liverpool, and clalme;egg.
distinction of being the largest eves
constructed in the Island Province,
Island ships were mostly smalf
craft of under 1,000 tons, but dure
ing the 'seventies many P, E. L
land ships and barques were oq.
gaged in forelgn trades, command.
ed by native masters. A few ex.
nnx)let:.h;re ‘here given:
Island-built vessel
the ‘Gondolier’, 1040 tons, bumw=
1877, at the west end of Summer-
side for the Hon. Angus McMilan
and commanded by OCspt. Ande
son in 1878. According to a repors
in the New York Maritime Ragls.
ter of that year she made the
trip from New South Wales (g
Yokohama in 33 days—“fastest ox
record.”
Other Island vessels of note {u
the 'seventies were the ship ‘James
Duncan’ (1871) 699 tons, built i%
Bay Fortune for James Duncan,
Charlottetown; in 1873, the barque'
‘James Peake’, 640 tons, bullt
Mount Stewart for Peake Bros,
Charlottetown; also the barque
‘Gulnare’, 549 tons, built at Cardi.
gan for L. C. Owen, Charlottetown,
The year 1874 was quite a brisk
one in Island shipbuilding, niae
vessels of between 300 and 1009
tons having been launched in thad
year for local owners. In all,
1874, there were one ship and
barques. .
—From Tales of Abegwelt by tae
late Mr. Benj, Bremner.

makes them leave the car in the
garage but it can’t order thelr abe
tire, so crowded train or bus e
man-eating lion or nqt, i is stif
a black bow tle and & ner jace
ket for the man, and a long, fore
mal gown for his lady.

Dinner suits and the New losk
—1if they were part of the ordinary
scene they wouldn't be ‘worth &
mentlon. ‘They only. come to mind
as rellef against the normal bacis
ground—the ordinary young chap
and his girl. For them the fashe
fonsble haunts of the West Fnd
are just places that SOME people
go to; for them, Saturday night
hasn't changed much, it is sl
the ficks and & bite to eat.

Profess

Public Stenographer

hin:

" ""Notes From
Another Island
By “Anson”

LONDON, England: — Somébody
once remarked that if you stand
long enough in Piccadilly Circus
in the heart of London, you will
see the whole world pass by, It
is, they say, “the hub of the Em-
pire.”

Well, of course, the whole world
doesn’t pass through Piccadilly
Circus, but observation for an hour
or so in the concourse of the
underground railway station there
is as good & way as any of real-
izing how many sorts it tekes to
make a worlds I tried it, the other
evening.

London has always been a very
cosmopolitan place, and never more
so than now, with so many refugees
and displaced persons from Cen-
tral Europe here. No wonder a
radio comedian gets a big laugh
from his London studio audience
when, upon hearing someone speak
in a Cockney accent, he says in a
surprised tone: *“Good Lord, &
foreigner!”

However, one gets used to the
variety of languages and accents.
After al, it is just part of the Lon-
don scene, and it was not that
variety which stocod out in my
mind after I left Plecadilly that
evening. There were two other
things—rather contradictory things,
too—a sort of contrast between old
and new.

. .
And the “new” was, of course.
the “New Look”, that much. dis-
cussed turn of fashion that is
really only the old look brought
back out of grandmothers photo-
graph album! Quite a number of
the ladles are to be seen nowadays
in long skirts, upswept hair-doy,
flowery hats and ‘vells and even
bustles. Some look quite elegant,
though somehow not exactly in

rellef and abolished excess profils
tax, yet inland revenue was not
far short of the all time peak of
1945-6. g

Sir Stafford said that he put the
net total at $1802 million — $360
million for war damage, $80 mils
lion for postwar credits, $80 mil
lion for Excess Profits Tax re-
funds, $236 million for Exchequer
advances for ,new capital develop-
ment and $086 million for loans
to local authorities,

What was really important i
the long run was that they shouid
study whether there was sufficient
money avallable in the Budget sur-
plus with savings to finance the
nation’s investment programme. In
1947-8 the Government put back
into circulation all the money it
withdrew by taxation. It pald i
m_cuptm expenditure but there
was' no surplus to help stem the
inflationary tendency in the rest
of the economic system. He be-

million, In the special eal
uation shown by the White Paper
By o s =
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