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Text, Rome.ns VIII, 6.—For to be Carnally Minded is

eality, which is God. “To be spiritually
windeq ig lite", but it is more than this,
it is “life and peace.” ‘assumes that
discords have ceased in the soul itself,
and have ceased between the soul and
God, and that the soul floats on’ through
oternity in perfect ! with the
unseen, and in fellowship with. the eter-
nal. T 5

The other thought of. the taxt is equally
serious.‘“To be carnallyminded is death.”
It s mot just as easy, td ‘wak:

thought of the Amo ‘here,

pose he uses the :

perfect antithesis of ‘the
supposes a man to derive his whole
from his temporal environment, so that,
when this surrounding shall be taken
sway, or he removed ont of it, he will

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

FIRST QUARTER.
WORDS AND WORKS OF JESUS AS RECORD-
ED IN THE GOSPELS,
———
LESSON IL—JANUARY 14,
THE WISE MEN F’IND JESUS.
Matt. 2, 112, Memorise verse 1L
GOLDEN. TEXT.
My son, give me'thine heart.—Prov. 23,
2, ‘

Time~Possibly B. C. 54, within a year
after the visit of the Shepherds.

Places.—Jerusalem and Bethlehem in
Judea.

OrTAWA, ONTARIO,

14 Union St., Sept. 18th 1905.

t gives me much plegfurs
to certify that “'Fruit-a-tives
have en i;]rely ::(n ;
dlx“iqmd .I dreadful rash on
my face, arms and hands, the
rash was red and itchy and
wy face and hands were fear-
fully swollen. 1had a pam.l;l
my back and I was ver ilL
I was advised to tuke
a-tives' to purify the bl
and 1am very thankful that I
took this medicine. After I
had taken one box of the
tablets, I was much better,

Three Things Canse xiiem.—One Thing

BLOOD IMPURITIES

Cures Them.

s one great truth—that you can’t

"Phis case of Mrs. Mailhiot prove: O <k and other skin dise

CURE pimples, blackheads, blotches,
with salves and ointments. ek Ll A

i be the disea: it
THE&I‘;i?g’OD.ca"lI?ﬁe skin trouble is the RESULT of blood trouble.

Death, but to be Spiritually Minded 1s Life a.nd
3 cease to live.. This assumes thac a man
' who is n inded is not 0

Peace. ¥ b
o what we understand by a bad man, he is

: ‘only conditioning his life by the seen, and
Text:—For to be carnally minded is (until we come face to face with the fact ::lz ?l:lnk zhenk‘;nowledge ’whleoh he re-
death, but to be spirtually minded is life |that the unseen things are the realities of

THE LESSON DICTIONARY.

“Heérod the King"—King of Judea.
“Wise Men"—Literally, *‘Magi,” great
and learned men. “His star"—The
star that announced his birth. “Scribes’

ceives through the senses. He may be an
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THE REMEDY OF THE DAY

and peace. Romans vIiL6,
There are just two thoughts in the text,
both of vital importance. One carries us
up into life and peace, the other down in-
to death and darkness. I want us to so
study them to-night that we may catch
the exact thought of the great Apostle,
then carry his thought with us over into
the New Year and translate it into every-
day life. All Y want to do to-night, is to
help you so underq(..nd the words that
they may become clear to your minds and
recommend themselves to your judg-
oent,
In order to do this we shall first have
to have clear views of what the New
Testament weans by ‘“‘faith”. It is one
of those generic words that have been
described and defined in a dozen differen
ways in order to accommodate conven-
tional theories, but like all other abstract
words, It can be easily dealt with from
its objective side. We can describe whst
it does and how it ought to act under
certain conditions; but when attempting
a definition fromn the subjective side,
we soon discover that we are only
making a noise, we are not saying any-
thing. But when dealing with it from
the opjective side, it seems to me, when
reduced to the last analysis, it isisimply a
receptive stace of the soul, a soul laid
open to the touch or {mpressions of the
These imp ions are taken by
,{ the understanding, and construed into
thought, which recommends itself to the
Jjudgment in the same way as the
sensations received by the soul through
the di of the So in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, we read that
faith is the the fidence of
things hoped for, the proof of things not
seen. I take it then that the impressions,
made upon the receptive soul by the
unseen, are just as valid and worthy of
the soul's confidence, as are: those made
through the medium of the five senses,
tor both alike become matters
of kpowledge, You remember Tenny-
son in  his- ‘“In Memoriam” con-
trasts faith ~with - knowledge, He
said ““We have bus faith,|we cannot know,
For knowledge is of things we see”.
Indeed this is the popular distinction
between faith and knowledge, but the
Bfible never contrasts’ faith with know-
ledge, but with sight. “We walk by
faith not by sight,” is the teaching ot
the New Testament. Now we are thus
far clear, that faivh on its objective
side is a state of the soul which receives
impressions from‘the unseen, which the
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|immediate refief.

dpposite the city, one mile from |
:!-Mf;'“v ) contai

d divg - worke up into thought,
and which? to the soul” becomes know
ledge. “Faith is the confidence of things
hoped for, the proof of things not .seen,”
So.we may accept:it as a truth, that when
faith puis thé soul in u  receptive con-
dition, it may become as conscious of the
wnseen as it isof the seen, and understand
what the Christ ' meant when He said,
“To know Thes, the one living and true
God”, Put the emphasis if you will upon
the word know,

'This may seem almost like pulpit cant,
but the fact is, we obtain no ' knowledge
through the senses of the seen,only as the
soul is thrown into a jreceptive condition
by the will. You andI may sit by a
window, where men and women are
passing by - the score, -and if our mind
be entirély. occupied with thought, we
obtain .no knowledge of the passing
events, .and if someone ask us whom we
saw passing, our answer must be we do
not know.. Nevertbeless each passing
object made a - distinct and well-defined
impression upon the senses, The diffi-
culty was, t.l;e soul was preoccupied,
and’not ‘responsive to the sensations
made by the passing events, Or {2 you

the universe, and the seen sre only mani-
1 fons; the are the sub

Ideal citizen, a brilliant scholar and a

the seen are the attributes. The seen are
conditioned by time and space, the

fined and hetic soul. He may be
pure in thought and in deed,—pure as

are eternal and not so conditioned. Now
we are in a position to understand the
apostle, when he says, ‘‘These light
sflictions here which are but for a
moment, work out for us a far more,
exceeding, and eternal weight of glory,
while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are unseen,
for the things which are seen are tempor-
al, but the things which are unseen are
eternal,”

Now [u order to be clear, let us go a
little further. Those of you who
are in the habit of reading
Herbert Spenecer remember how
he tells us thatlife depends upon its
correspondence  with  external co-
exist and This is
philogophic lapguage. Let me break it up
for you, and put it into the language of
every-day life,. When your eye and mine
cease to d with the light, we
have no vision, when the ear ceases to
correspond with the sound-waves we have
no hearing; we are deaf and blind. When
our lungs cease to correspond with the
atmosphere: we breathe, or the digestive
apparatus with the food we eat, we have
neither breath nor nourisk t, we are
dead men dnd dead women. Life in per-
fect correspondence with its surround-
logs is perfect. health. Non-correspond-
ence with our surroundings is death, and
no physician can save us. Now when
the man or woman is in correspond-

the seen only, and
has power of  corresponding.
with the unseen(for faith alone makes
this possible) when removed from these
surroundings, the inevitable consequences
are death, On the other hand, when by
faith, the souls is enabled to throw itself
into correspondence with the unseen,
even though removed from temporal sur-
roundings, the life it then carries with it,
isas eternal as its surroundings, and
while reality endures, the soul must live,

This is not only good theology,but 1t is
good philosophy. It is not mysticism but
48 rational as geology or astronomy. To
bave life eternal, the life must correspond
with the unseen, for the things which are
Seen are temporal, but the things which
are unseen are eternal. Itis when you
and I through fuith lay our souls open to
the that we 1 .the p
ors of tnat eternal life, which will last
a8 long as God endures,

If we keep all ‘this in mind, we shall be
in a position to interpret the text, and
understand the thought- of the _appostle
when he sald “To be carnally minded is
death, but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace.”' I know there has been a
great deal said about spiritual ‘minded-
ness. Weareapt to think it' is synony-
mous with belng pious, or saying a whole
log of religious things. .It is no such
nonsense,” To be spiritually minded, in
the thought of the apostle, is to have
one's whole soul lying open to  one's
surroundings, both seen aud unseen and
every power of one's being conditioned

Herbert Sp was, for he was a pure
man,—and yet be placed in the cate-
gory of the carnally minded.
A  man thus living, with all
his excellencies, whatever they may be,
isalways tending toward - eternal death.
This being so, a carnally minded man is
necessarily self-centered; he endorses the
worldly adages that “Charity begins at
home”, and that, ‘‘self-preservation is the
first law of life”, and works out his whole
philosophy of life on this basis. From the
Christian point of view. both his proverbs
are false, and contrary to the whole
of ianity. B of this,
the carnal mind is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be, It is
at this point that the carnal mind is apt
to make one of its greatest mis-
takes. He possessing it, is apt to think
that if he pay his debts, and fling around
a few Christmas gifts, he is thereby in
some way meriting eternal life, = This is
perbaps the fatal mistake of what we
know as the humanitarian side of
Christianity. While we guard ourselves
aguinst this, let us be.careful also that we
yuard ourselves against a' wrong mo-
tive in doing these  things,
for “these things ought ye to have
done and not left the other undone.”
lbere is such a thing as altruistic
egotism, where a man appears charitable
for the purpose of bringing back greater
good to himself. Many of you business
men are victimized every year by this

y or that or ization, as they go
around asking you for subscriptions;
aod in almost every case you give, and
the public call you charitable. But when
you analyze your motives you find them
tobeofa very doubtful moral quality.
You bave said to yourself, “Well I am
not interested in the institution, butI
must give or else I will lose the patronage
of the members who compose it;” and so
for lack of manhood sufficient to say “I
will not” you have appeared to the public
charitable, while in reality you have been
wholly self-centered. This is what you
call altruistic egotismn, - Perhaps much of
our giving has lying back of it the same
motive. Itis the outcome of a man’s
philosophy of life, who conditions him-
selt wholly by the seen. He is adjusting
his life wholly to the temporal. This,
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its whole trend is toward eternal death,

Now let us sum up the whole matter.
“To be spiritually minded is life and
peace.” It is to have that life which cor
responds with God, and which enables one
to condition: one's whole being by what
one knows of time'and eternity. It is the
life which enables him to forget the
things which are behind aud press toward
‘the mark for the prize of his high calling,
s0 that when he passes out of his present
surroundings he passes into the unseen,
with a soul wide open to God and spiri-
tual being, “To be carnally minded i~
death” whatever that may mean, It may
be to be flung away as no good to God, but
at least it is eternal death.

by all one knows of each, to p a
character which is the outgrowth of this
knowledge. T do hob know that we have
any word in the English language, whieli
will translate the word ‘*nind” as
used in the text. When we speak
of the word mind, we n-
erally mean those  faculties of th,
soul by which: we think or Judge, but
this is not its meaning here, It it used
here very néarly in the sense that we
use'it when we say, “I have a great mind
todo this or 80”. When you think of
this fora little, you find that

be a atudent, you ‘may so te
your mind upon a bookor a line ofthought
‘while nien are talking and laughing all
aroundlyou, that you! receive no know-
ledgs whatever of whatis being said.
The sensations' were perfect, bus the

the word mind, not only means
the power of thinking and the
thought " itself, but ' it includes the
will and the affections, in fact the whole
powers - of being. So to be spiritually
inded in the apostle's sense, is to jhave

soul was ptive, being pr pied
This is why the psychologists make so
much of attention in the dootrine

every power of our beings conditioned by
the seen and the unseen. *Not slothful
in | ",~this has ‘todo with the

of memory. It is the
which the soul receives while in
a receptive  condition and con-
strues into thought, that we re-
wember and are \ble to recall at will.
Thosé that have u it licen thus dealt with,
we ocannot renetul-r. What attention
does for thé sonl in fts relations to the
seen, faith does relative to the unseen.
They both make theé soul conscious of its
environment, one of the seen, the other of
the unseen,

We do not go very far in our thinkiog »

seen; ‘“‘Fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord", ~this has to do with the tnseen,
A lite conditioned by both, makes up the
perfeot manhood. At this point lét us
remember, that with a soul thus respon-
aive to the unseen, one becomes as sure
of the truths of the spiritual world as he
isof the/facts of the material world,
which he receives through the medium of
the five senses. Charles Wesley realised
this more than a hundred years ago when
he sang;

‘‘Faith lends its realising light,

Any Boys ?

If there are boys in the
house, or girls either, then
croup, coughs, catarrh,
_ bronchitis, and sore throat
are sure to be there, too,
sooner or later. Don't
crowd their stomachs with
o “medicine, just have them
breathe-in the vapor.of Vapo-Creso-
lené; ‘they'll like it, and it will give
In this way you
put the medicine right on the

/it's the perfect cure,

o
Vi leneis g0 lm grvent 1

R

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly;
The.lnvlalble appears in sight,

And God is seen by mortal eye,”

Again, if to be spiritually minded then,
Is to have one's ‘'soul in perfect harmony
with all one knows, is not Christianity
one of the sanest things in _the world,
and was not the apostle uttering a great
truth when he said, *I know whom I
bave believed?” (put, the empbasis if you
please upon know), Yes,
than this; he knew that 'Christ was able
o keep that which he had committed
unto Him till that day. And surely our
Lérd was utteribg no Oriental rhietoric
when He said “This is life eternal to

ace 'know Thee, “he only living. and true God.
that needs it, Forwhooping-cough #nd Jesus Obrist, whom Thou thast sent.”

Nor would I preach anotber sermon, did

1 not know from personal experience, that

thié in domie degree may become s trath

&hh-mmt _Christianity is more

thn & theology, It is the soul in  corres-
'With the - unsesn, wif
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brethren, is to be c&rn}lly minded, and
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—Men who copied vhe sacred books of the
Bible, there being no printing in those
days. The Scribes were also teachers of
the Bible. “Frankincense”—A gum
resin very fragrant when burned, and
therefore used for burnt incense.
“Myrrh."—Also a guw resin, from which
perfume and rare oils were made.

THE LESSON STUDY.

The Intervening Incidents.—Some
weeks, possibly two or three months,
elapsed between the birth of Jesus and
the visit of the Wise Men. During this
time Joseph and Mary resided at Bethle-
hem; when the Babe was forty days old
he was pr ted at the t le, accord-
ing to the provisions of the Jewish law
applying to a firstborn child when that
child was a boy. The incident of the
Presencation, as it is called, with its pic-
tures of pious old age in Simeon and
Anna, ought to be studied (Luke 2., 22-38),
Note also the fact that Mary brought the
‘‘offering of the poor” on this occasion,
a pair of pigeons, instead of a lamb and,a
dove or a pigeon. The couple were too
poor, apparently, to buy the lamb for a
burnt offering.

The Magi.—These men were the literati
of their land, the sages, scientists, seers
of their people. Their business was a
uindy of the stars, and from the motions
of the plunetg and the positions of the
heavenly bodies at certain intervals or
eritical hours to forecast the destines of
men or nations, They must have had
very little definite knowledge of a coming
King; nothing except, perhaps, a few
scattered passages thrown in their path-
way by the Jews, who at this time were
everywhere. Oge of these prophecies,
uttered by Balasm, t'e :0 thsaying pro

phet (Num, 24, 17) tells of a star arising

out of Jacob; there may Have been other
traditions floating around, not on record
in the Scriptures, associating the birth of
the Messiah with the a ance of a star.

The point to be noted here is that these
students of the stars were led by their
studies and by a star to the feet of the
new-born Christ. The message reached
them through the avenue of their ordinary
vocation. God had fellowship with them,
and his truth found its way co their hearts
by means of the studies and tasks with

which they were daily familiar.

Other Instances.—The principle here
illustrated - that God often speaks to men
when engaged in their ordinary duties
that he approaches them along the line
of their daily occupations—is amply illus-
It has already found
illustration in the case of the shepherds,
and In the instance of Zacharias in the
temple, but these are.only two or three
instances out of many. To Moses, when
attending his flocks; and to Gideon,
threshing grain; and to Joshua, 8pying out
the difficulties and perils of Jericho, and
to Elisha at the plough, and to Amos
the herdsman attending to his cattle, and
later to the fishermen at their nets, and
to Matthew at; the seat, of custom, and to
hosts of others, came the Master, the
angel, or the message, in one form or
another, from on high, Not simply in
the church, or in the attitude of devotion;

trated in the Bible.

not on occasions when people are as.

sembled in prayer; not alone at an altar

ora shrine or at the communion table,
are we to expect that God will seek us
out and speak to us, but in the midst of
life’s every-day tasks and opportunities,
The Star.—It is not worth while to
spend much time trying to find out what
the star was which led the Wise Men.
It has been guessed that perbaps it may
have been a triple conjunction of three
planets, Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars, which
took place some time before Christ's
birth; or possibly a comet; or a Jstar
created for this express purpose and then
put out for ever. But these are all
guesses, without much help for the stu-
dents who'wish to get the truth out of
the Word.. The truth that they were led,
and that they were led by a method which
associated itself with their daily tasks,
Is one to be emphasized and kept in mind,
Micah's Prophecy.—The reference of
the scribes to the passage here cited from
Mic, 5. 2 shows that this chapter in the
prophet was understood to refer to the
Messiah. The whole chapter should be
read. It very often happens that much
additiona) light is thrown upon a scrip-
tural citation when weturn to the original
place where it occurs and read it there,
The Gifts.—~The mystical meaning of
these gifts is beautifully indicated in
Longtellow's poem:
*They laid their offerings at his feet;
The gold was a tribute to the King;
The frankincense, with its odor sweet,
‘Was for the Priest, the Paraclete:
The myrrh for the body's burying.”;
It may be doubted whether these
Magi saw any such mystieal mean-
ing in their gifts; the presents were such
a8 were befitting their rank and the cus-
toms of the East and the dignity of the
new King. The gold, however, was of
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brought to the temple, and for what
purposet What persons in the temple
took special note of the Child? Give, if
possible, the exact words of Simeon upon
seeing the Child, By what means had the
Wise Men been guided in their search
for Jesust Why did they inquire at Jeru-
salem? Why were Herod and those with
him troubled by their inquiry? Who in-
formed Herod concerning the place where
Christ should be bornt

The Wise Men at Bethlehem.—By what 4
title was Jesus spoken of in the prophecy 'y

quoted in verse 67 What prophet is re-
ferred to in verse 5 Was Herod sincere
in what he said in verse 8t What gifts
did the Wise Men bring to Jesust What
did these gifts signify? What did they
bring of greter value than the gif(s
mentioned? Why did they not return

with a message to the kin, as h -
Wleisind g e had re.

INTERCOLONIAL
RAILWAY

Travel by Your Own Line to
Quebec, Montreal, and aj1
Points West.

immediate practical help. This p
with the wonderful Babe, came into jm.
mediate peril by reason of this visit of the
Wise Men, and had to flee into Egypt,
The gold brought to them served, doulb.
less, as needed help in the trying hour
that was upon them. r

THE LESSON QUESTIONS,
.. The Wise Men at Jerusalem,—
"YM events, if any, intervene betw:
()
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