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Committee.

provincial Legislature, March 25

The House met at '10.15 am. |,
Hon. Mr. Wright gave notice
mat he will ask the Attorney-
general to lay on the table the
following information:

1. (a) The number of persons

g sonvicted during 1936 for operat-

ng motor vehicles while intoxicat-

.

(b) The names and addresses of
\ll persons so convicted.

(¢) The names and addresses of
yl persons whose licenses were
.ancelled during 1936 for operat-
ng motor vehicles while intoxi-
sated.

@ The period for which such
iicenses were cancelled.
number of convictions
made during 1936 for infractions
»f the Highway Traffic Act.

Mr. H. H. Acorn presented a
petition  from  the Mayor and
Town Councillors of the Town of
souris for the passing of an Act
to amend the Souris Incorpora-
tion Act, 1910. A bill in accord-
ance with the petition was read.
The following Government bills
were introduced and read:

An Act to Amend the Vital
statistics Act; an Act to Amend
the Chancery Act, 1910; an Act to
amend an Act respecting a Na-
tiona] Park (Premier Campbell).
The Dairy Industry Act (Hon.
Mr. Dennis).

An Act to Amend the Public
Health Act, (Hon. Mr. McGuigan).

REMUNERATION FOR LOAN
BOARD

oOn motion of the Premier the
House went into committee with
Mr. Baker in the chair on second
reading of an Act to Amend the
Election Act, 1922,

“As the House is aware,” the
promoter said, “a commission or
board was appointed less than a
year ago to administer the fund
of $50,000 created by a grant of
$25000 from the Dominion Gov-
srnment and a similar contribu-
sion of the Provincial Government.
it was felt by the Executive that
e administration of that fund
should be in the hands of a
soard directly responsible to the
Government and the Legislature.
For that reason the members ot
‘he board were comprised of one
member of the Executive Council,
the honorable President, and two
private members of this Assembly.
Those men devoted a great deal
of time and energy and attention
o the administration of the Act
and, I think, carried out their
work very efficlently and satis-
factorily. Owing to the provisions
of the Election Act it was impos-
sible ‘to make any provision for
their  remuneration. The object
of this amendment is simply to
enable the Government to provide

“Remunerate”

Messrs. LePage, Gallant And
‘Acern For Services On Fisher-
men’s Loan Board Passed In

services of the Fishermen’s
Board.

The bill was agreed to without
discussion.

Loan

Old Age Pensions

On motion of Premier
bell the House went into com-
mittee. with Mr. Baker in the
chair on an Act to Amend the
Old Age Pensions Act. The amend-
ment, in pursuance of a request
from the Federal Government
provides that the expression
“general scheme” in the Act may
include an arrangement for grant-
ing of Old Age Pensions to the
blind at an age earlier than the
age at which pensions are grant-
ed to others.

Hon. Mr. Allen asked, why not
include the hopelessly crippled as
well as the blind, under this pro-
vision?

Premier Campbell: “The Fedcral
Act does not provide for it.”

Camp-

Hon Mr. Allen: “But when the |

Federal Government was opening
up the Act they snould have made
provizion for cthers as well as those
who were blind.

Premier Campbell: “That could
easily be provided for by adding
after the word “blind” the words
“or any persons otherwise incapa -
citated.”

Hon Mr. LePage: “It would have
to be pa~sed by the Demirion Gov-
ernment.”

Premier Campbell: “Oh yes, I
take it that the hon, member from
Summerside merely suggests that
we should put ourselves in a posi-
tion to take advantage of any such
legislation that the Dominion Gov-
erment may pa’'s at a later date ”

Hon. Mr. Allen: “They may bring
it up next year.”

Hon, Mr. McIntyre: “I think it
would be as well to leave it alone

until the Amendment is passed at |

Ottawa.”

Mr. Linkletter: “Doe- a person to
receive a pen-ion hove to be totally
blind? There are peop'e in the
country who are so blind that they
cannot easily walk alone, yet they
can see the light and with a little
aid can move about Does this
blind pension cover that. Then
again the suggestion made by the
member from 5th Prince referred
to cripples. I think it wou'd be a
great advantage to include that in
the legislation " ;

Premier Campbell read the
federal bill's definition of a blind
per:on as one “who is and con-
tinues.so blind as to be unable to
perform any work for which eye-
cight is essential.”

The bill was reported agreed to

Land Assessment Act

On motion of Premier- Campbell
the House went into committee
with Mr. Foley in the chair cn an
Act to amend the Land A t

Land Tax Collection
Problem Discussed In
Legislature Thursday

Act, 1924,
The Premier explained that cer-
tain ' functions in connection

with the land taxes are specifically
in the Act to be carried out by a
collector. Since the pas-ing of the
Act successive governments have
made use of the service of an of-
ficial who is known as the super-
visor. This amendment is for the
purpo-e of removing any technic-
ality which might prevent him
doing the actions prescribed in the
Statute.

Mr, Saville: “We might take into
consideration the question of assess-
ment of lands. At the  present
time I think there should be a new
assessment. There should be pro-
per men appointed, acquainted with
the different sections, to go over
the azsessment. The last time that
was done was in 1920 and since that
time a great many properties have
changed hands, and some of them
have increased in value and to my
mind the whole thing is in an un-
satisfactory condition. I think it
would be wise for this session of
the Legislature to provide for
reasse:sment.of the lands in this
Province in order that the taxes
m’ght be collected properly. One of
the criticisms is that the people
:luto owe taxes are not doing their

uty.” *

Premier Campbell: “I quite agree
as to the necessity of a general re-
inspecticn and reassessment of pro-
perty but I do not think it is nece -
sary to introduce a bill for that
purpoze. I think the present Act
already provides thot may be done
in a depertmental manner. How-
ever, during the cession we will leok
into that question, and if any ad-
ditionel legislation is necessary we
will see that it is intrcduced.”

Mr, Mustard: “Has the depart-
ment an official now whose duty i-
to col'ect arrears of land taxes?”

Premier Campbell: “Not_only
land taxes,— all taxes.”

Mr. Mustard: “Can you give us
an idea of how successful that has
been?” p

Premier Campbell: “I think that
after the Public Accounts are tabled
we will be in a better position to
discuss that.”

Mr. - Mustard: “I know of
properties which have been vacant
for ten or fifteen years and the
land tax has been accumulating
until it is doubtful if the owners
have any equity at all in the
prcperiy, and there has not been
any attempt at all to clear these

| cases up.”

Premier Campbell: “Thet is quite
true; the situation has come to a
critical stage In the very respect
which my hon. friend from Cardi-
gan has mentioned. We appointed
three tax collectors last year to
mere or less inve-tigate this diffi-
cu'ty and interview the owners of
properties where - pessible, and
obtain a!l necessary . perticu'ars.
One of these officials is a full-
time man, ‘the others are part time
men who perform other duties in
the public service. A considerable
amount of information was collect-
ed and a goodly amoung of arrears
of land taxes were collected. Mem-
bers of the committee will have
noticed no dcubt that at the pre-
sent time there are a considerable
numbcr of lands in the  three
Counties advertised fcrunpa’d tax-
taxes.

That is only a first installment of
a list which has been prepared -for
advertisement. My hon. friend hes
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of his life. Here he tells how Krus-
chen helped to restore him ¢o
health, after months of pain:—
“1 was in hospital for ten weeks,
owing to kidney trouble. When I
was discharged I felt like an old

ded on, they would feel more like
paying their taxes. There was a
suggestion about attaching the tax
receipts to the title deeds; but I
don’t think that is workable, There
are school taxes also which would
have to figure on the tax receipt
as well as the land tax. I think
that would interfere with the free
and untrammelled right of a person
to sell his property. The trouble is
that people who come in to buy
land often tell you that no search
is necessary, all they want is the
deed drawn up,” :
Mr. Wright: “The purchaser of
the property may be perfectly well
aware that there are taxes against

man, although I am only 31. If I
stooped to do anything it was ag-
ony to straighten up again. Sev-
eral people advised . me to try
Kruschen Salts. I tried them and
found they gave me relief from
pain and I felt better in every way.
I cycle 28 miles a day to and from
work, and shall keep up the daily
dose of Kruschen because I can
now do the journey to and from
work and not feel any worse for
it.” —8.V.C.

When the internal organs cease
to do their work properly, impurities
begin to accumulate in the systém,
and cause troublesome symptoms.
Kruschen Salts help to stimulate
the liver and excretory organs to
healthy, regular activity, and thus
assist_them to rid the system of
harmful impurities.

suggested that he knows of several
properties which are in that cen-
dition, where arrears of taxes have
been piling up and no effort has
been made to collect. I am sure the
Tax Department would be greatly
obliged if my hon. friend, or any
other members who know of any
such properties, would interview the
supervisor of taxation and find
out if these properties are on the
list which he has prepared. for
adverti-ement. If not, he will be
only too glad to see that they are
added to the list; and as soon as
the present list is disposed of there
will be another list advertised, and
so on in frequent succession.”

Mr. Stewart: “It would not be
desirable to repeat a lot of hearsay
and gossip.”

Premier Campbell: “Possibly not,
but the staff is not in a position to
carry out thorcugh investigations,
and any assistance they may get
from the members will be appreci-
ated.”

Mr. Cox: “There are many taxes
in arrears that you will never get
without sel'ing them out; and there
i~ nobcdy going to do that.”

Premier Campbell: “We will write
off the taxes that are hopeless ”

Mr. Cox: “That is what you
should do.”

Mr. Wright suggested that before
a sale of land the tax arrears
should have to be paid.

Premier Campbell: “Some official
will receive the payment of the
texes in ccnsideration  of the
lien.”

Mr. Saville: “Some properties it
might not be wise to se'l, but there
are others where people wou'd like
to buy thoce farm-. If the Govern-
ment would inquire in every com-
munity about those p'aces, about
what lands shculd be scld, public
opinion would support the Govern-
ment and it would have a good ef-
feet in inducing people to pay their
taxes ”

Premier Campbell: “The first
prcperties to  be sold are those
whose sale wi'l create the lea't

herdship, wherc there are absent
owners or vacant lands. Perhaps; I
misunderstood the hon.  member
from Bedeque with regard to tax
payment before sale. In the case of
an ord:nary sa'e I think it would be
! a little too drastic and would tie up
| the sale too much. The present
| Act provides that the land taxes ere
|a fir't charge on the. property, and
| anyone who buys the land buys it
on that condition. I am afraid to
prevent the transfer of land with-
out the taxes being paid, would be a
little drastic, though it might be
considered.”

Mr. Wright: “It is simply a mat-
ter of the arrears piling up.”

‘Premier Campiell: “That is really

collecting taxes when they fall
due.”

Hon, Mr. Allen: “I agree with
the member from Bedeque and I
know of a number of instances in
Prince County. My suggestion i3
that the condition attached to the
sale or transfer of land would be
that a receipt for the taxes be at-
tached to the deed before the
registrar accepts it at the land of-
fice. I believe it is unfair to the
purchaser to purchase property and
some years afterwards find that
there was an accumulation of taxes
on that property, prior to the sale.
1 believe it would facilitate the sale
~of “property if the purchaser —was
absolutely satisfied that the taxes
had been paid.”

Hon. Mr. McIntyre: “That is up
to the purchaser. If a man buys &
farm and he has a lawyer to make
the sale, it is the ~duty of the
lawyer to go to the land office and
see if there i3 anything against
that property. He should get a
free title. In cases where there are
tax arrears and a certain  in-

at liberty to deduct from the
purchase price the taxes:; Even if a
lawyer didn’t go into the matter,
the purchaser can come in and find
out for himself.

Mr. Wright: “The difficulty 1s
that in a case of that kind the
purchaser may ' know what the
amount of taxes is, and deduct it;
but it is the purcha‘er. then who
gets the money, not the Govern-
ment. I think Mr. Allen’s sug-
gestion Is correct, so that the Gov-
ernment will get the money."”

Hon, Mr. McGuigan: “If people
understood that the interest is ad-
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the fault of the government, We |
will have to get down to a system of |

dividual buys that property, he 1is !

that property, but making that
purchase he deducts that amount
from the purchace price. He him-
seif pockets that tax. I think there
should be some provision whereby

' FAGE ELEV

the Government should get it.”
Government Should Collect

Hon, Mr. LePage: “I think
there, is quite a lot  of virtue in
what the member from Summer-
side (Mr. Allen) says. I can’t see
any reason why that could not be
done. It should be necessary before
a property changed hands, that a
receipt should go to the registry
office. It that was done we would
get the money.”

Mr. Trainor: “That would place
more work in the lawyers hands.
Some person would have to attend
before the supervisor of taxation
in these matters.”

Hon; Mr. LePage: “This would
only apply to taxes in arrears.”

Mr. Trainor: “Is the registrar of

deceds going to sit as a judge in
these matters?”
Hon. Mr. Allen: “I know of a

number of instances where they
were uninformed in  purchasing
property and  were surprised = to
learn of the arrears in taxes."”
Premier Campbell: “I don't
think we are particularly interest-
ed in the case of a purchaser who
has been misinformed or unin-
formed, because he should protect
himself. What we are interested in
i; the collection of taxes, and I
would be only too glad to introduce
a proposal such as is suggested by
the hon. member from Summerside
if it would be workable; but T am
afraid that are loo many diffi-
culties in the way. The biggest
difficulty is how you are g:ing to
get the certificate to correspond
with the deed. The supervisor of
taxation can fill out and give &
certificate or receipt to the effect
that so-and-so has paid taxes on a
piece of land, but the supervizor
dses not keep descriptions ot
land in his office, and even if he
did he would have to in-pect the
land, check up the description,
perhaps employ an attorney to
complete the description and a
surveyor to survey the land before

official to certify that the taxes
on any identical piece of land des-
cribed in the deed had been paid
That would involve considerable de-
lay. .In any case it would hcld up
the transaction for two or three
day:, and in the case of an investi-
| geticn having to b2 made it might
| take weeks or months. If we had a
| registration ‘ystem it would render
pieces of land easily indentifiable,
| and would be a simpler method
But here, where . pieces of land are
split up and resplit without any
[ ident fication in the registry office,

|
| identify them before a certificate
of that kind could be given.”

Hon. Mr. Allen: “Is theré any
intention to revise the system -to
bring it on a perity with the other
provinces?”

Hon. Mr. Prowse: “You  just
mentiored that we are not parti-
i cularly interected in the purchaser.
Perhaps not, but if you were the
purcha-er you would be intercsted
in the Government collecting the
meney. It may he the fault of the
machinery of the Government in
not collecting the taxes. We should
make that machinery more effici-
ent.”

Mr. Linkletter: “I think you
would make a little more trouble in
transferring property if you gave
out a certificate. Who is going to
have it? The man who sells the
property, or the man who buys it,
or the regi:trar? It will give a lot
of trouble if the purchaser wants to
re-sell. He would have to go to the
registrar again. I think' it weuld
be a very great nuisance in the
tran-fer of property.”

Premier Campbell: “I would sug-

gest that this matter be stood for
more mature consideration. If
members feel that legislation of

that sort should be introduced, it
can be done at a later stage.”

The bill was reported agreed to
without amendment.

Succession Duty Act

On motion of Premier Campbell,
the House went into committee
with Mr. Stewart in the chair on
a bill to amend the Succession Duty
Act.

The Premier explained that dur-
ing the last session, the
been amended by making a dis-
tinction between dependent child-
ren and non-dependent_children;
but owing to “an oversight” that
change was not made in subsection

| 2, section 9, which correction it
| was now proposed to make. The
| bill was agreed to without  dis-

cussion.

County Court Act

On motion of Premier Campbell
the House resumed committec
| reading, (with Mr. Wright in the
chair) of the County Court Act,
| consolidating the original Act and
amendments thereto.

A new amendment to the Act is
section 126 of the  bill, which
provides that the successful party
in a suit “shall also be'entitled to
an attorney’s fees in the discretion
of the Judge, such fee not to
exceed ten per centum of the first
hundred dollars and five per
centum of the balance of the
amount substantially in issue; in
the case of a judgment entered by
default the attorney’s fee shall not
exceed one-half of the said per-
centages respectively.”

The Premier explained that in
the last two years the suc-
cessful party in County Court

cases had to pay his own attorney
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This was supposed to cover:
services of counsel in Ccurt but it
made no allowance for prepara-
tion of the case.

Mr, Acorn said he understood
that the object in increasing the
amount to be sued for in the
County Courts was to keep down
extravagant costs in the Suprme
Court. There was a danger
that this legiclation might be de-
parting from that objective.

Hon. Mr. McGuigan: “The party
does not have to employ a lawyer
at all; in that case it wouldn't be
neces:ary. But where they do em-
ploy a solicitor, somebody has to
pay him. It dces not seem fair for
a man to have to win his case and
then pay his attorney’s costs.”

Premier Campbell: “I don’t think
the public nced be afrald of the
lawyer's fees in the County Court.
I know that during my first few
years of practice I went into the
County Court and found it was &
good plae to gain experience; but
I found it was glco a good place to
lose money, by taking cases for
which I would never get paid. fo
I made it a rul: to stay out of the
County Courts It is a good pace

allowed for arguraent in the Court.

for junior-lawyers to-— gat-a Jittle-

the

lawyer to make a living.”

be abolished altogether ”

fees of the County Court and the
Supreme Court.

has got to go somewhere
The amendment was adopted

Additional clauses to the bill in-
cluded provisions that nothing
therein contained will prevent =a
plaintiff or defendent frem suing

the judge from having the same
jurisdiction to commit for contempt
of court as is inherent in the
judges of the Supreme Court; also
that affidavits to be used in the
County Court may be sworn before
officials having jurisdiction in the

County in which such  action is
sworn.
At 12 30 p. m progress was re-

ported on the bill.

Hon. Mr. McIntyre: “It ought to

Mr. Saville: “There is certainly a
considerable difference between the

or defending without attorney; or

|~ Third reading wes given to the
BRI e R AT . ; ST |

| day next @

Hon. Mr. McGuigan: YThe
County Court is the poor man’s ¢
court.”

Hon. Mr. Allen: “The poor man

loon tir

lstered seats, however,

experience. It is no place for any act to amend the Legal Professiol
|
| Act,
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