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“§ N Colorado; a judge has won a name and reputa-
4 tion for his work tn the Children’s Court. In Phil
adelphia lives a charming woman whose work in be-
half of unfortunate children in that city and State,
carried on for ten years against the greatest dif
ficulties, i3 second to nome, not even that of the
COolorado Judge, .
Judge Benjamin B. Lindsey is official Judge of

the Clilldren’s Court of Denver. Mrs,  Frederic
C." Schoff is fust Mrs. Schoff, without official title,
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and yet none the less she i3 the actual judge of .,
the Children's Court in Philadelphia; and the magis.
trates and judges of that city with' one volce ace:

cord to her that title.
Nor is the title merely honorary. Philadelphia

has a rather pecullar judicial system. Its Judges:
rotate. Théy sit a while In one court, then move’
to another, then to another, until they have made
the rounds. Consequently the Chlldren’s Court is
presided over by some fifteen judges, coming one’

after .another, each one quite unacquainted with

the records of the little chaps lined up before him.’

One might have appeared before this same Judgo
a ‘twelvemonth ago and have been a prodigy of

e since, yet the Judge, ixing him with an eagle!,

eye, ‘remembers only ' that first appearance, whila
another who has appeared quite frequently within
the last ten months fs, to the Judge, a new offender,

Consequently Philadelphia judges are dependent
mainly for their decisions upon the information given '

by the probatlon officer. And the probation officer
every week goes over her cases In cvery detail at a
Jolnt meeting of probation officers, at whose head is
Mrs, Schoff, The probation officer may be new and the
records of the.boys may be only matters of scheduled
reports to her, but Mrs. Schoff knows. For ten years
she aas heard cases, gone over detall after detall,.and
she remembers this boy and that and his home sur-
roundings. She it is who decides that'a boy is to be
“found work and kept at it, and”that employed he

uating. from eourt -altogether.

efhuda.a:chayos:of grmd 3 y
] 0 demands that a “father be called before
the cotirt and made responsible for his son, and her de-
cisions are handed down via the probptlon officer to
the presiding Judge, who accepts them'with a sigh of
rellef as he hears:— ¥

“Mrs. Schoff recommends that”——and why? ' Why
should the word of one woman carry. such weight?
One must go l)ack ten years to answer.

One day in' May, 1899, a Philadelphla newspaper
printed as one of its first page stories an account of the
arrest and imprisonment of a little girl of eight years,
Bhe had set fire to the house in which she lived. When

asked why she had started the fire she sald frankly:—
” see the fire burn and the engine run.”

The account was accompanied by a plcture of the
child and stated that the presiding Judge had sent her
to a reformatary. The child’s history tevealed the
fact that she had been left motherless at two, placed
in an orphanage, and recently been made a household
drudge in a city boarding house, with no associates
saye. ignorant servants. The whole account was sur<
mounted by the startling headline:—“A" Prodigy of
Orime,” i

The city read and was properly shocked by such de-
prayity in one so young. Doubtless several mothers
remembered the day their Marys set fire to the lace
curtains ‘“‘just for fun,” and set the paper aside with a
eigh of sympathy for the unfortunate little waif,

B One Mother Roused. ° \
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“@a See the Fite. Burn and the Engine
%0y Lp-Run She Said Frankly "

pealed to the New Century Olub, an organization of
six hundred women, to help her. When a committee
had been formed Mus., Schoff demonstrated one of -
the remarkable qualities that assure her  lendership.
The women avith her, horrified by the tales they had
heard, were for procecding at once to relieve single”
cases, but Mrs, Schoft insisted that nothing be done

Oue mother alane séemed to feel a need for action. #until a thorough study of every State in the Union

Sitting in the comfortable library of her home, at No.

' 8418 Baring street, Mrs. Schoff read the story.

“Prodigy of crime!” she said indignantly, Then she
looked at her own daughters at play. ' Suppose one of
them had set fire to the house in a spirit of fun, would
she hiave been sent to a reformatory? What was to
become of this innocent girl, to be associated with
companions whose ways had been proved evil? 8.
Schoff put on heér bonnet. She kissed her own daugh-
ters and hurried from the house. An hour later found
her in the office of the Judge who sent the chiid to the
reformatory.

“But, Mi3. Schoff,” pleaded the Judge, “what am I'to
do with her? I have no other place to send her, and,

. truth to tell, they do not want her there, because of the
character of her offence.” .

Mrs, Schoff was bewlldered. She returned home de-
termined to know more of the law that branded eight-
year-old' children as criminals and sent them to re-
formatories. With, as she says, “an inward vow to
work unceasingly until something better could be done
for unfortunate children,” she set to work to investi-

1 conditions.
‘a‘t';’ l!?)‘:l‘:ld," ghe says, “that there were five hundred
children, ranging from six to sixteen, in Philadelphia
county prisons. There were from two hundred ' to
three hundred children every month passing through
the station houses of the city standing n critical need
of intelligent directlon and guidance, yet receiving
nothing. There were children in every county prison
in Pennsylvania, committed for trifiing offences and
submitted to influences that could not fail to confirm
evil habits. There werd eight hundred children in
each of the two reformatories and no distinction was
made as to the children committed there. Walfs,
homeless 1ittle ones, children steeped In ¢rime, were al
sent fo the same institution. Any mnglstrnt'e could
commit a child to a reformatory on the parent’s state-
ment of Ancorrigibility, and no effort was made to
prove’ the parent's statement. The result was that
ste) aud stepmothers desiring to be froed from
thm “'of childreh took this method of throwing
them upon the State, and more than half the children
in the Housb of Refuge were there beécause of com-
nts, usuafly stepfathers ng stepmothers.

. mother,” said Mrs. Schoff, “‘as a meuns
of 'ipl it boy; would condemn hifi to the exclu-

"ty tion ‘of naughty boys because he had com-
mitted a fault. And yet this was what the State did.
All trial in the criminal courts, and in the cages

*3' . the boys and girls waited their turn, lis-

tening to, g8 too vile to nlt(tenﬂlo'n and recelving les-

7 ; to be forgotten!” it

4 “"E S atertal in her hand Mis. Schoff ap-

be made, not oiily as to methods but as to resuits, both
as to expense and as to effectiveness in saving the
children,

These women worked all winter compiling a re:
port, “The Statutes of Rvery State’ in the United
States Concerning Defective, Delinquent and, De-
pendent Children.” Massachusetts, Michigan and
Illinois had the best records, so Mrs. Schoff packed
her trunk, kissed her own children and visited Massa-
chusetts, Michigan and Illinois; Illinois, which had
Just introduced a juvenile court and probation sys-
tem, produced a profound impression.

Urging the Reform,

Armed with this data the women got to work.
Mrs. Schoff went to the Governor of Pennsylvania,
to various political leaders, wurging that reform
measures be taken., When questions were asked she
was ready to answer, When statements were ques-
tioned she produced her data, At every turn she
met them.

Then she employéd a lawyer to dvuft two bills for
the Legislature. 'These bills provideg:—

Pirst—Separate tim¢ and place ror trial of chil- °

dren’s cases and no detention of children in police sta-
tions or prisons, = °

Secoad—Probation oflicers whose salaries were not
to be paid from the publie treasury, yet who were ap-
pointed by the Judge.

Third—A lhouse of detention in'ull cities of first
and second class for children awalting trial.

Fourth—Boards of . visitors composed of men and
women for all children's. institutions.

Immediately the managers of the Eastern House of
Refuge arose in, opposition, - Deprive them of chil-
dren and lose their places! Nevertheless the bill went
through and In May, 1901, the laws were made,

Then there arose a storm of opposition. Pennsyl-
vania is a conservative State. Hundreds of persons
really felt that the old laws were good enough, hun-
dreds of 'place holders saw reformavories, orphanages
and “homes” emptied, and hastened to the pollticlans,
Mrs. Schoff and her committee were privately termed
“a nuisance,”” and although, as they were not officials,
thelr position was lmpregnable, certain orgaus of the
press sought by satirlcal comment and much publieity
to discourage them, £ . ; {

But Mrs, Schoff Is not easlly discouraged. She
found a probation officer and the New Century Club
guaranteed her salary, ‘Then she got the Pennsyl-
vanla Congress of Mothers to suoply a second proba-
tion officer. WIith these Mrs, Schoff and her com-
mittee, and ‘the Judge who' happened to be sitting,
and who was only tou glad to be helged along In
this new order of procedure, opened thé first juve
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Trymg to Learn-Row To Bo Efficient Tothie

nile court of Pennsylvania, on June 14, 1900.
Meanwhile the disgruntled place holders, thelr
friends and allies started a suit against the constitu-
tionality of the laws. Mrs; Schoff at once engaged
the best legal talent, and when, In February, 1908,
the laws of' 1901 were declared unconstitutional Mrs,
Schoff had also ready and presented to the Legise
lature one month before five new bills covering tha
defects of the previous laws. These were fought
every step of the way., Mrs. Schoff and her com-
mittee went to Harrisburg, The Pennsylvania Con-
gress of Mothers and the New Century Club held
meetings and sent to the Legislature hundreds of re-

' quests for their passage. Hven after their presenta-

tion to the Governor an appeal was made for &

vote, but the bills went through and still stand.

But Mrs, Schoff did not feel that the work had
ended.  S8he induced th: Jewish people of the city to
provide the salary of a probation officer who could
speak Yiddish, she spoke at prayer meetings in various
churches, and obtained the salaries of several others.
Then she met these officers every week without fail
at her own home and went over with them, detafl by
detail, every. case. .She attended the Juvenile Court

, @lmost dally. She became acquainted with the young

offendexrs, She also. became acquainted with thefr

.~ parents.. This. gayve Her & mew iden.  Since the of

fences of the children were, In a majority of cases,
directly due to the deficiencies of their parents, why,
not train the parents?

¢ Fathers, Too, Interested,

There had been sporadic attempts at mothers’ clubs
in connection with the public schools before this, But
Mrs. Schoff wanted a fathers’ as well as a mothers’
club, and so she suggested the new name. These as-

soclations were joined for the primary purpose of as-

sisting parents in the training of thelr children. After
one .year of work there were thirty thousand parents
in' these associations meeting at the public schools,
trying to learn how to be efictent fathers and mothers,

Having set the ball rolling, Mrs. Schoff never
stopped. In addition to the New Century Club Mrs,
Schoff was formerly president of the Pennsylvanid
Congress of Mothers, which office she resigned to
become, in 1903, president of the National Congress
of Mothers, Into each one of these three organiza~

Children in Every County.Prison **

tions she introduced her juvenile court work :gnd
parent-teacher assoclations. Arousing their intersst
she has been able to give an impetus to movemehts
that have accomplished wonders,  Always -8
crucial moment she has left her home aff the
hands of her grown daughters and hastened’to the
centre of the fray, ; t
One year after the opening of the juyenile egurt
in Philadelphia, at her Instance, a similar* cous
opened at Pittsburg, Now they extend all throtg
the State.. Other States in which Mrs. Schoft:
been a direct influence in starting the juvenile court
and probation system are Connecticut, Louislana
and Idaho. The National Congréss of Mothers, stini.
ulated by her influence, is establishing parent-tessher
associations in every State in the Union. d
Mrs. Schoff has been the reciplent of unique houvrs,
She is the only woman who has spoken at thelr re-
quest before the members of the Canadian Parlja-
ment, This was in 1907, - Both houses adjourncd
and held a Joint session to hear her address. At
their request she trained two probation officers, and,
as a result, Jjuvenileé court and probation work is weéll
started. in Canada. 4 Ly
Despite her sudden accession to prominence in Hia-
tional affairs, Mrs. Schoff is just the same .pp%
able, unassuming woman that she:was before
She is the mother of seven children. :
“My family,” she says, “is the best part of my HMfe,
and the most delightful is being a grandmother, Withe
out, the direct responsibilities of motherhood, I cam
thoroughly enjoy my grandchildren.” :
Only one year ago a certain Philadelphia magistrate
resigned because, as he stated to the reporters, “Mrs.
Schoff meddled too much and she gave too niuch ady
vice. One had no authority.”
Concrete results of her work are best shown Im
figures, i
There were six hundred children under sixteem
years of age in Moyamensing prison in 1900, AETha
To-day there are none. 3
There were three hundred children a month pamee
ing through station houses in Philadelphi
To-day there are 50 per cent of that number aw
rested, and Lhese are held in the House of Detention.
There were 1,468 cases in the Philadelphia Juvenfle
Court in 1908, it . x i

bt

b Ve !
I e A AR NN




