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It , according to our des-1
yésterday morning, by the unex-
surprising action of Mr. George

P. Graham in moving a resolution demand-
ing conscription of wealth hefore granting
~an extension of parliament,” Mr. Graham,
it 'will be remembered was one of the Lib-
eral war party and according to our corres-
pondent, took this step in conjunction with
Mr. F. F. Pardee without consultation with
their colleagues. Mr. Graham has always
been regarded as tricky and it is said that
he has been playing fast and loose with
the Laurierites and with the Liberal con-
scriptionists, trying to keep in with both.
He has never been trusted by his party but
Mzr. Pardee’s part in' the affair is inexpli-
cable. Whether the resolution will be with-
drawn and this new split in the Liberal
ranks healed remains to be see,

It was to be expected that those who
are opposed to the Military Service Bill
would do everything in their power to ob-
struct its passage and to at least delay it
if they could not defeat it. They cannot
prevent its enactment unless in addition to'
its open antagonists in the Senate there is’
a considerable masked opposition there.]
But in the gamble against it they have one
more throw, that for a general election,
They tried hard for a referendum and fail-
ed. They favored a referendum because it
gave them a chance to defeat the bill and
because it gave them the certainty of a di-
latory manoeuvre. They want a” general
election for the same reasons. If they shwuld
carry-the day at the polls the Act would be
held up and repealed as soon as the newj
Parliament could be assembled. Even if
they were, unsuccessful at the polls they
would have had the satisfaction of retard-
ing the carrying out of the conseription
law. ;
A general election is possible. Sir Ro-
bert Borden intimated clearly that unani-
- mity in %the reauest for extension was ne-
cessary to obtain the consent of the Impe-
rial authorities for extension. "This unani-
mity is not now expected. :

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his followers
in Quebec, a few representatives of Na-
tionalist constituencies and such partisans
as E. M. McDonald and J. J. Hughes will
oppose it. The Western Liberals have al-
ready united as conscriptionists. The elec-
tion will be run on the definite issue of con-
seription or anti-conseription and the
sooner it comes the better so long as it will
stop the haggling and the delaying. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier will go to the country as
the leader of the anti-conscriptionists. Sir
Robert Borden will, then as now, lead the
conscriptionists of both political parties.

!foundgd, and deals-them out to the electo-

rate hoping that some of the falsehoods
may still make an impression, that some
one who does not know any better may be-
lieve that the government is wrong and
Mr. Bell right. In his desperation, as a last
resort, like the street urchin worsted in
fair combat, he réSorts to mud throwing
from behind a wall. .

In foreing this eontest upon these two
constituencies contrary to
wishes. of the iConstituencies themselves,
Mr. Bell in the first placeacted contraty to
the expressed wishes of his better thinking
colleagues, and in his methods of cam-
b@igning:he has disgusted very many of the
friends he had in his‘own party. That the
man who aSpires to,the leadership of a once
reputable party should descend to such a
depth is pitiful. -\ - !

Eyerybody loves a clean,
fame and even admires the man who goes
down to defeat playing the game square-
ly, and everybody as cordially detests the
shifty trickster who undertakes to “sink
everything,” even henour, to accomplish
his purpose. Mr. Bell has been in the poli-
tical field for some time and whatever ad-
verse reputation he may have acquired, he
has dyed it doubly black since'he undertook
the leadership of the present Liberal party.
To imagire for a moment that such means

well-played|

the knownfaungde Of the Liberals who favor
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OTTAWA.—The statement made in
the Commons on Friday by Sir Rob-
ert Borden that the proposal for ex-
tending ‘the life of Parliament will
be moved,in the Commons on Mon-
i day, greatly interests the politicians
and others. "Whether the resolution
’w!ll be presseq to a division and car-

From : our own Correspondent.)

ried depends to some extent on the

conscription. A number of these are
as strongly opposed to am extension,
as they are favorable to conscription.
It is admittec that the resolution will.
carry, .but the vote will
thing like unanimous! The conscrip-
tion Liberals may favor a union gov-
‘ernment-—gome of them certainly ' do
—but they consider an appeal to the
country and the mandate which would
result therefrom is desirable in the
enforcement of the act. ¢ Likewise’
sSome of them are objecting to any.
proposal which: would be designed to,
disfranchise naturalizec'  citizens of
foreign nationality. The conscription.
Liberals. are to have a meeting in &
day or two to consider the situation
and ‘upon the conclusions reached
much will depend as to the dispesi -
tion of the extension proposal, It
is not expected, however, that any
thing will occur- to bar the way to at
least a partial amalgamation of forces
for the period of the war, If a unior
is effected it may come at once, but
there are not a few who believe that
the western members who are warm
ad'vocates of conscription will awaif
their convention which is to be helc
in Winnipeg early next month. That

as he has adopted could possibly succeed
among self respecting electors would be an
insult to the electorate and it is very gener-
ally felt by the best thinking Liberals that
Mr. Bell has affixed the seal of doom to the
party for many years to come,
=)o(
STIRRING LIBERAL APPEAL.,

The Toronto Globe, the leading Liberal|
organ in Canada, is evidently not at one
with that remnant of the Liberal party
which is now holding up and obstruc.-
ting Canada’s efforts in the war. The fol-
lowing burning words from the Glohe may
well be taken to heart by Canadians and
more especially by those who have for many
weeks held up the war efforts of parliament
in a futile effort to unite the oil .and the
water, the conscriptionists and anti-con-
scriptionists in the Liberal party, in order
that the party as at bresent constituted
may not go to pieces:

“It is the war itself, the very conditions
of the war, that, in the Globe’s judgment,
make necessary all this marshalling of all
the forces and all the resources of the Na-
tiog in defence of the Nation itself; and of
the world ideas now at stake in the con-
flict of all nations.

“Hate conscription? The Globe has al-,
ways hated it, and hates it now more than
ever, and hates the whole impudent philo-
sophy of war out of: which it grows. But
here war is, a terrible fact which Canada
cannot dodge. The house of our free and!
comfortable life is on fire, The flames
shoot out at every window. The Nation’s
first call is for fire fighters. Every man is
needed, every power is called for, every ef-
fort is demanded. ‘' The ‘call is now, and in
this world conflagration the most precious
stake, the thing which the leagued auto-

The tragedy of it is that it will be largely
Quebec against the rest of Canada but to
this pass have the political heelers brought;
us, and the crime will he upon their own
heads.
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POLITICAL DEGENER ACY
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The campaign that is being conducted?
by Mr. Bel] on behalf of his candidates in
the two by-elections in Prince and Kings
_counties cannot but arouse feelings of pity,
if not contempt, for the man who, past the
zenith of his manhood, has degenerated in-
to a condition from which could emanate

crats set out to destroy, is the spiritual
dwelling of the world’s democracy, the ark
of the world’s covenant in which is en-
shrined humanity’s historic pledge of the

rights of world liberalism against the in-
trigues and the desperateness of absolu-
tism.

Everything worth fighting for in all the
achievements of liberalism in Canada is at
stake in this struggle. If Germany wins
in Europe today,
Canada’s freedom is secure. If Prussian
absolutism lives world liberalism dies,
must die. - The world is too small for both.
If the right of Belgium to govern itself jg

such a “platform” as that whose absolute

lost in this world struggle nothing remains

nothing in the charter of|g

gathering is expected to declare ou!
and out for conscription, but at thc
same time to give expression to some
racical views, fiscal and otherwise
which’ may ‘be distasteful to hoth par
ties in the east. A union of force:
under circumstances such as these
involves the overcoming of not a few
obstacles. Next week's development:
are being awaited with great inter
est. What most people want to know
is whether the prevailing uncertaint;
is to be cleared by a general election
The position of the conscription Lib
erals ‘will help to clear the air. In
cidentally the union scheme may
come to a head oene way or the oth
er. 4

The conscription bill is now read;
for third reading. So far as genera:
discussion is  concerned the long
struggle ig practically over. The las’
test will. come on Tuesday, when the
Commons will vote on the third read
ing. 1t is altogether likely that the
anti-conscriptionists. will submit one
or more' amendments, one of then
being a ¢emand for a general elec
tion ‘before the bill becomes operat
ive. 'But the discussion on these am.
endments will be short-lived, and the
result is a foregone conclusion, The
final day’s work in the House show
ed that Sir Robert Borden mean!
what he gaid that the Government
was  willing and anxious ‘to secure
suggestions looking to an improve
ment in the bill. Several importan:
amendments were presented by Hon
Arrthur  Meighen, practically all of
them incorporating suggestions made
by members of the Commons, The
most important of these amendments
brovides that all single men in Can

thirty-five will be ealled up -as one
class 4in the first quota and all marri
ed men between thege ages will br
similanly dealt with us a single class
The change, which makes two bie
classes.of :married ang single men in
stead of six smaller classes, was
made in response to a general de
mand by members of the House that
the young lads of twenty to twenty
four should not ba singled out ‘ang
sent to the front, while older mer
with no more ties or responsibilities
were allowed to remain at home.
Sir Robert Borden moved an amend
ment under which divinity students
as well as clergymen and members
of religious orders are to be ‘exgmpted
from service. Hon. Arthur Meighen
submitted ' an amendmen® to the
clause which states that marriage
subsequent to June 11 would not ex
empt men from being called: in the
class in which they would be liable
for service if unmarried, but at the
suggestion of Mr. A. K. McLean he
changed the date to July 6. The
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into force by proclamation was elim-
inated on motion of Hon. Mr. Meigh-
en, - and it will come into force now
when sanctioned by the Governor
General.

The report which Mr. W. F. 0'Con-
nor, the Cost of Living Commission-
er, made to the Minister of Labor, as
the* result of his investigation into
cold storage qonditions . in Canada,
was tabled in the Commons on Fri.
day afternoon, and is now in the
hands of Parliament. The report is
very comprehensive. Some of the
statements made are really startling,
ind it is likely that actions of some
kind will be demancad, It is gath-
ered from the report. that the Willi-

‘am Davies Company paid as a bhusi-

ness profits tax last
which is one-quarter
aver seven per cent., so that the pro-
fits must fave been considerably over
half a million, The margin charged
by the Davies Company on almost
e million pounds of bacon alone
was 5.05 cents per pound, which:was

year $109,623,
of the profits

Dl
an increase from the margin of 3.67
cents per pound charged by the same
company in 1915
in Canaca. Mr, O’Cennor casts doubt
upon the warrant for this increase,
'n this connection’ it worthy of note
that Sir Joseph Flavelle, President

e ——

of the William Davies Company, in‘
ada between the ages of twenty angd |’

and was the largest'

clause to the effect that the act comes , a published statement, denies thxft his

company made undue profits ° and
charges the Cost of Living Commis-
sioner with making inaccurate and
niisleading gtatements. Coming as
the report does at a time when high
prices are compeliing many  thous-
ands of people to go practically meat-
less, and *when the Food' Controller
is appealing to Canadians to cut down
their consumption of bacon :by Lone
third, everybody will want to know
how il ccmes that any firm in this
country is being enabled to take such
a heavy toll of profit out of this ar-
ticle of food alone. The report re -
vealg a state of things that ('ull\s for
prempt and sharp  investigation, The
people of Canada do not believe in
penalizing mi\l.orndisq’ nor in irtep
fering with a legitimate profit. But
they are in no mood at this. time to
be robbed or to have Britain and her
allies robbed by the exploitation of
food. Mr. O'Connor is either right
or wrong in his deductions, If he
is right a flagrant case of war pro-
fiteering has beenunearthed which
demands action of the most drastic
character. If he is wrong a grave
injustice has heen done to a business

house from which it should be re. interfere

lieved without delay. It should not
take an expert long to discover
whizh is the case. The sooner more
definite information is given the pub-
He in this regard to this extraordin-

ary report the hetter for nll,conééru-

ed.

A law that does not make provi -
slon for the punishment of those who
violate ity provisfons is of little use
and is quick-consigned to the scrap-
heap, A measure of conscription that
would admit of
with Impunity would not he worth
the paper it is written on. The
framers of the Military Service Act
wisely made provisions “for “the et-
fective enforcement of the measure
by punishing those who obstruct its
operation in any way. Honh, Geo, P,
Grahaw, Hon, Frank Oliver and other
Liberals strongly opposed some of
the penalty clauses as they were go-
ing through the House, claiming that
they were taking away the liberties
of the jpeople. Apparently these
gentlemen think that any opponent
of conscription should be given fall
license to talk against ard wiite \ag-
ainst a measure that is clearly in the
best interests of the country and the
people.  But the freedom of the peo-
ple is in no way imperilled. ‘In the
first place the amendments regard-
Ing which complaint is made do not
with legitimate _eriticism.
They are clearly designed, as the
Prime Minister and the Minister o¢
Justice explained, to deal only with
persons who incite others to disubey
e R i B R

_(Continued on page five)

C

any customer.
If you knew there
look mighty careful

DAILY SELECTIONS FoR
GUARDIAN READERS
L 2]

Furnished by
W. 8. Louson,
L] .0.00000..0000000

*
*
L]
L
*
L

LA R T X T X3

Our early buyin

the public in

| ing enables us to offer
values in our Millinery, Dry Goods, Boot

B e it

. A RIL 1st,
ASH BUYING

THE DAWN OF A NEW DAY IN OUR BUSINESS

The Cash System which we introduced on
immense values in our different departments.

~ Our customers and

our somewhat severe terms are no refle

April 1st enables us to offer you

general, have been big enough to see that
ction whatever on the financial standing of

Lack of space
n will disclose

you excellent
and Shoe and

its being violateq v

v

Grocery Department.
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chain, with the probability of $2.25 for next year, we would advise early purchases
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falsity was exposed in vesterday morning’s WAR BREAKS CLASS LINES.
Guardian. That Mr. Bell should throw to
the winds all consideration of truth and|
fairness in debate; that he should wilfully
misrepresent known facts, not in ignor-
ance-—for he has constantly by him, the
proofs of his error—in the hope of thereby;
satisfying an abnormal ambition to be-
come premier, has only one parallel in
these modern days, that is, the “sink every-
thing” order that launched the German
submarine warfare and that has sunk he-
yond hope of resurrection all that remain-
ed ]of German honour and German prin-
ciple. :

Every charge brought by Mr.. Bell
against the government was fully thresh-
ed out at the recent session of the legisla-
ture; documentary proof in official and in-
controvertible evidence was furnished to
show that there was not a scintilla of truth
in his allegations; the country at large ac-
cepted these proofs as conelusive and Mr,
Bell himself and his olleagues were in,
many cases compelled to admit that their, S0, ‘
charges against the government had not mitted” the truth of some of the allega-
been substantiated, and vet less than four tions made by, Mr. Bell. Those who read
months afterwards Mr, Bel] rehashes all the Guardian’s article will understand the
these allegations, knowing them to be un- nature of the alleged admissions,

in the world worth Canada’s having. It’s
all or it’s nothing. And into the struggle
must go, and must go now, every bit of
man effort, every.ounce of life and energy,
and every dollar of money power, and every
throb.of heart passion. Al is at stake.
Every Canadian is in it. And there is no
way back, no way out. The one way s
through. - rafst,

Providence Journal: ‘The war has
witnessed  a remarkable breaking
down of class lines in Great Britain,
Master and servant, superior and
subordinate, having  fought side by
side, will never renew quite the - old
mutual relationship again, The titled
woman and her humbler gister have
heen brought into new sympathy and
understanding through the fellow-
ship of grief and service. The present
| concentration of authority, in both
England and France, in the hands of
a little group of men in only super- ‘
ficially-.a reversion to oligarcy. It is
really democracy making itself more
effective. Efficiency requires the
?wmcntary} removal,;of responsibility
rom the hands of the many, But this
is. only a temporary - device, and the
peaple, if they wish, can immediately
restore the responsibility to them.
selves. "
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NOTES

The Patriot under the appropriate head-
ing “Mid-summer Madness” in” its’ yes.-
terday’s ‘issue gives.an exhibition iof that
peculiar malady by repeating the charges
made in its previous issue and fully replied
to in yesterday’s Guardian. This is the
style of argument followed by the Patriot
and by its leader, Mr. Bell, regardless of
the season which produces the madness. It
is the policy of throwing lots of mud in the
hope that some of it will stick. It even goes

so far as to say that the Guardian ‘‘ac-

Y &
Don’t hung after trouble, but look for .
success,
You'll find what-you look for; don't
look for distress,
If you see but your shadow, rememb-
- er, 1 pray,
That the sun s still
you're in the way
Don't grumble, don’t bluster,
dream and-don’t shirk,
Don't think of ‘your worries, but think
of your work.
The worries will vanish, the work will
be done, ;
No man sees his' shadow who faceg
the suny

shining, but

don’t
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