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Dilcy was rushing down aehead
of her, and another servant was
running up, her dust cloth still in
her hand. +She nearly collided
with Eleanor at the turn, “It's
the girl gasped
breathlessly. ‘“‘She fell down.”
Eleanor hurried past her. The
parlor was already full of servants
who had come running when they
heard the screams. Philip was
sobbing, evidently scared by all the
commotion, and after a glance to
make sure he was unhurt Eleanor
dropped on Ner knees by Dilcy,
who sat on the floor rocking
Cornelia back and forth in her
arms, and moaning. “Oh, my dear
child! My baby, my po’ 1i'l lamb!"
Her hands over her face, Cornelia
had buried her head on Dicly’s
bosom and was giving muffled lit-
tle groans. Eleanor reached to
take her and Cornelia’s hands slip-
ped down, and as Eleagor's arms
went around the child’s tense little
body she heard her own voice come
out of her throat with a sound
hardly less frantic than Cornelia's
first screams.

“It's her eyes!” she cried out.
“Oh, my God, it's her beautiful
eyes!”

Then all of a sudden everybody
was moving again. The Negroes
were talking, soothing Philip, of-
fering to help Cornelia, asking each
other what had hppened .to her.
Cameo bent to pick up something
from the floor and Eleanor heard
his exclaim, “Why, I declare, it's
Mr. Kester's knife.”

Eleanor jerked up her head. Kes-
ter's knife—the words struck her
like an accustion. She remember-
ed leaving it on the table last
night, after years of warning the
servants never, never to put sharp
instruments where the children
could reach them. Her face evid-
ently betrayed her horror, for
Cameo bent over her. “You better
let me tote her upstairs, Miss,”
he said. Without waliting for per-
mission he lifted Cornelia and as
he stood up he went on sternly,
“You, Bessie, you get right out and
phone Dr, Purcell. Can’t you see
de missis got such a shock she
can’t do nothin’?” !
Eleanor got to her feet. “Thank
you, Cameo,” she said faintly, and
with a great effort she recalled
her stunned intelligence and be-
gan to give orders. “Call Dr. Pur-
cell, Bessie, Say Miss Cornelia
fell on a knife and it went into
her eye. Tell him to come over
at once and ask if there's any-
thing we can do for her before he
gets. here. Dicly, take care of the
baby. Bring Miss Cornelia up to
my room, Cameo. And will the
rest of you for heaven's sake be
quiet!”
She followed Cameo upstairs,

and when he had laid Cornelia on
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the bed Eleanor bent over her.
Cornelia was whimpering, her
hands held over her eyes with such
force that it was hard for Eleanor
to bring them down., Cornelia
writhed under her touch. Both her
eyes were shut tight, and Eleanor
was surprised that the only evid-
ence of her injury was still no
more than that single small drop
of blood.
“De doctor say he be right over,
miss. He's leavin’ dis minute,”
Bessie came in to say.

Eleanor spring up. “What can
we do for her?”
“He say don't do a single thing
till he gets here.”
“Oh.” Eleanor sat down by the
bed again, putting her arm around
Cornelia and trying to speak sooth-
ingly, but her voice was small with
terror. It was several minutes be-
fore she realized that Cornelia’s
moans had become an articulate
plea. She leaned closer to listen.
“Yes, darling? What did you say?”

“Tell Father to come home,”
Cornelia was begging. “I want
Father.”

Eleanor was holding her, keep-
ing Cornella’s hands away from
her eyes. “All right, dear,” she
answered gently. “I'll get him
as soon as I can”
She released Cornelia and turn-
ed to the bedside telephone. Kes-
ter was at the Government cot-
ton station. Eleanor called the
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long distance operator and asked
for the office,

CHAPTER XXVIII

A switchboard operator answex‘#
ed. Eleanor gave her name and
asked for Kester. She waited. It
was a long time before she heard
anything else. But at last Kes-
ter's voice came over the gire.
“Hello? Eleanor?”

It had been two months since
she had heard him speak. He
sounded both surprised and puz-
zled at hér summons. She tried to
answer clearly, “Kester, Cornelia
has been hurt. She—"

“Cornelia! What did she do?
How serious is 1t?”

“I don’t know yet. It's her eyes.”

“Have you got a doctor?”

“I've called Bob Purcell.
fsn't here yet."

“Bob Purcell? That pill-packer!
What does he know about eyes?
Take her to New Orleans. I'll go
down right away and have a speci-
alist waiting when you get there.”

“She wants to talk to you, Kes-
ter,” Eleanor said after an instant.
“Cornelia, here’s Father.”

She laid the telephone by Corn-
elia and held the recelver so

He

Cornelia could ear. Kester spoke,
Jbut she could not distinguish his

words. Cornelia sald, “Why can't
you come now? Do I have to go
to New Orleans?”

They talked until Eleanor heard
Bob Purcell running up the stair.
case. As he came in she picked
up the phone. ‘“Kester, Bob 1s
here. You and Cornelia will have
to stop.”

“I'll drive down to New Orleans
this minute,” Kester sald quickly.
“There's a train about ten, isn't
there?—you take that and I'll meet
you at the station.”

“All right.” Eleanor put back the
receiver and turned around.

(To be continued)

NEW! imeroved
'QODEX SOAP.
© Gets skin really clean

€ Banishes perspiration odor

© Leaves body sweet and ddinty

Odex makes a deep cleansing lather that
is mild and gentle for face, hands and
daily baths. Odex is ideal for family use.

YOU CAN DRIVE WITHOUT SHIFTING... -

Style, beauty and comfort plus outstanding performance, have always distinguished De Soto. And for years owners

ot have been able to drive all day without manual gear operation—with DeSoto’s time-tested “Tip-Toe” Shift.

@

Inspect DeSoto’s rich, roomy interior . . . test its seating and riding comfort . . . confirm De Soto’s claim of

effortless driving . . . then compare its delivered price with those of other luxury cars.

s Do CHd

WITH ”TIP-TOE" SHIFT

SEE YOUR LOCAL DODGE - DE'SOTO DEALER




