A Night Attack on the Russians by French at Sevastopol,
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sion in the face of

er they formed a
penetrable steel about
end, capitulited to s
as to overpowering odds,
the exception of
probably the siege of

a superb defoence under the direction of !
Todleben, perhap:

deviee known to warfure that
did' not bring to the defence of Seviasto-
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some. diligent statistician

reckoned that in all 1,600,060 shiclis and

solid shot were fived, |
In 1856 the effective ranze of an ordj-

than the distance

leaving the mouth of a modern breech-
loader, and the initial velocity of shells

their trajectory almost from the mouth

dodge to a place of safety alter s
where the missile would fall.
Every aventie of entry or og

armies and fleet and the sicge soon be-
came a question of whether the Russ
could hold out against famine, dis

So deadly was the fire from the be-
sioging cannon that the defenders dug

within the RuSsian lines, has graphically

According to him they were mere ex-
cavations in the earth, the entrances to
which were steep tuuanels, narrow at the

Above some of the larger pits
masts from dismantled Ituss
were Jaid as beams, a sort of flooring
was made, and the whole covered with

shells nor solid shot penetrated it.
lived in these pits for weeks, and the de-

where important officers were sheltered,

lurked in every corner and creviee,
places the walls were damp where men
had been shot to pieces, and there was
not always time (o remove either the
dead or the wounded. :
While the bombardment was carried o1
continually, the I'rench
rection of General Niel,
’ﬂl' ‘bmt’ was Second only to
ben's, had sapped so close to the Rtus
sian works that a man might reach from
the end of their tunnels and lay his
Jand upon the abattis of the Malakoff
works,  Malakoff, i
the gemerals of the allies, was the key

t was agreed by

The French saps, which were far su-
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oase, Were made.b
/digging day and n
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jght. About half of
the pits never re:
it Is estimated that in every

hours 160 sappers were
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“the Little Redan, but be
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against
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Malakoff, I
The Russian guns cut loose. Rank

Nightly Vigils

By Cora Rigby.

VISIDYE the London railway sta-
tion crowds hung expectant,  The
police kept them back to let taxicabs

roll in and out. A Lody of yeung fellows
in new khaki uniforms swung through
whistling “it’s a Long, Long Way to
Tipperary.” The crowd vheered, (hf-u
Japsed into silent waiting. ;
“Show your colors,” admonis
solling the little flags of the All
WLt God's sake buy a flowes so 1 an
food for the children,” bezgea a flower

ol men
and

woman, offering fresh roses for a penny
and lucky white heather for tuappence
ha'penny.

Men, women and children with strange
Jooking bags and bedding canic out (:f‘ the
station und fiiled several ta ';xlne.r I Y'L‘,y
wero fleeing from the l!('.\'\i'll('ll(bn' of their
homes in Belgiupm and the Lnglish murs
mured their sympathy.

This was the scene thae
eom the tops of buses od the .\'tr'uvnd
saw outside Charing Cross daaily.  Tle

passenzers

conditions were similar at.the \'l!:turlfl !
Sfation, The men and women, the bu_\'s]

and girls: were at these phuog because
they thought that wounded go'diers were

coming. Ior a gight of wen touched hy‘

the cruel finger of war, they were wiiling
to stand through many ; :
They paid no leed to the asseradiw of
the police that no wm(:nd-?ld w;a :oma:;
ve there that day, and only when

:ho tImd been at the Waterloo Station
ealled out, “They are =l ccming in at
Waterloo; T saw them ! did thoy relacts
antly disperse. : ‘

'Inside the station there wa: a different
picture. There in the dull houws whea
no trains were arriving and in the-ani
mated ones whea section after section
were pulling in at iztervals of a few

Committes remained o:i gnard. As the
teaing puiled in  the commitiee passed
aleng theic eitize iooipch, slismimg intoc

commanders |
s decided tha
| on September 5 g hombardment should
be opened with SO0 guns and thut }l'
and night for!
three days, when a grand assault should |
Atdawn of the appointed nlu.’.’,
and an un»f
paralleled storm of shot and shell swept
Smoke like n heayy
g bat-
¢ from
L defences as the

st the Sevastopol batteries re-
he-
ed were stunned  with-the deafening
that
them, they soon ceased to
ns and the allics bammered

sh-did not join the bombard-
[ ment until noon of the first day, show-
ot ]\r("-'
| pared to the extent to which the IPrencly
say that (he

Frenchmen
to
notaed for thar

!
opol |
f In the
|
!sistil;!v, the French e

f were
s of the Madlak-

2 of the fighting

LOCO men. rose even above

cen
! chnrge under

an army in ftself, thundered | fault not of the men but of their of-

veary hoursy

|

}
minutes. members of the American Relief |

and would have remained there if there
had becano ane to eare for (hem. Many
weie of foreign birth and had been in
Qeruw v, Austria and Hungary visiting
. toais reintiven
maddon and wowetemce, Tho vory sigit | tickety on thc_(i_enupk steamship lives
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rank of the forward, crashing
ch weat down, but the ranks be-
swept over them as a wave plays
the backwash of its predecessor
an o breakwater.

trenches there was fighting
not heen excelled. Immovable
the Russians stood, and, irre-
shed upon them.
Then the Russians wavered. It was
steel against steel, and in the end men
fought with bare hands and with teetl,

¥

which

s rocks

hiig the I'rench were not to be denied, |
Land at 1 S

the Malakoff was theirs,
, attacking the ILittle Re-
gottin i
Again it

The D
dan, had

beea  slow in

fice The D
shortly be
as

uety-seventh infantry had
wavered under fire and

e

f A ]
of the words “American  Relief Com-
mittee” which appearcd on their con-
spicuous  badges® inspire:d pirsons \\.lm

had been
trave! and

battling with the perils of
the difficulties of obtaining
uddenly precipitated
into war-—with baul ncies out
of business, traffic demo ol and  all
the accustomed facilities of travel sud-
denly cut off.

Wehile meeting traing was only one of
the many activities of the American Re-
liet Committee, which was organized as
s00n a8 the war was declered, it was a
very important one.  The raiiway
ules were so demoralized that not even
the station masers were willing to pre-
dict witen traing would arrive or how
many passengers they would cavry, Al
that was certain was that there would
be unliappy, frightened, ipless Ameri-
cans arriving and that.dr y@atever cost
of time or strength ‘they must b moet
and helped by their fellow countrymen
who were familiar with Lotdon and who
kid ample resotitces to draw upon for
their assistance. :

One night, after the wur iad been in
progress several weeks and the number
of Americans arriving Loudon . was
supposed. to. have diminishea, the - litthe
band was waiting from seven ir the even
e untikmidnight, whoer the first section
of the boat train pulled. in, hemging only
the sanguard of hundreds vot to cowe, It
™R Saturday night, the end of a particu-
laedy hard and trying week, bat there was
0 beno rest for the committer that night,
Section after section rolled i, filled with
tired human beings eclaiming the sym-
pathy and assistance of their com-
patriots, Some were so exhaustsd and
dizpirited by their experi-nces that they
immadiately sank dowa on the platform

closy

ay sched-

They ‘oad bad retern

! the charge against the Russians.

their |
the |

ment it was selected to lead J

army.

hundred
fifths
committee might have been pardoned if it
lad been so, too, in
unexpected
came more energetic
after thiree
busy secking additional accommodations
in hotels
(Iis(rihntiulg the newly aricved,

asked
watching the crowded buses aud taxicabs
rolling away.
and I can ecarry a few for you."”
example was followed by four other Iing-
lisitmen ‘who ran their automobiles in the
American service until the ast unfortu-
nate had been housed and food guaran-
teed by the American committee,

which
people was carefully investigated before-
hand. Young girls were especially well
safeguarded in this respect,
ment, those who had money paid and
those who had none were paid for. Serv-
ing on the committee meeting the traing
were several
usual
worldly wisdom
London,
spired courage but prevented many a
tragedy
been added to others for which the war
was responsible,

[ Bl

only was this a great tactic

Wil

sault.

It was but natural that these raw re-
action
had been so baleful should waver again,
tack was all but hurled
., The Little Redan was
{ taken through the sheer courage of the

men and their field officers, not by rea-
competent commanding on

cruits  wlhose one experience in

and the Britisl
back upon itse!

son of any
the part of those high in authority.

Once in possession of the Little Redan
and the Malakoff, the allies were able
the Russian ships and the

to destroy
garrison was forced to evacuate the city.

. o
n Relief « Workers in E
and money had been sent to them which l men and women who kept the nightly
| vigils

had never been received.

One woman, with a child in her arms
and another clinging to Lsr skirts, had
heen eight ‘days on the way and most of
that time had had to stand. The baby
was pale and thin, “He was fat when I
started,” said.  “My brother was
coming with me, but they took him for the
My lrusband sent me money, but
I did not get it. I have n.t heard from
for than a month.” It
was the tale of hundreds. ©f the twelve
who arrived that night four-
were practically heipless,  'The

she

Amerien more

the fson of such an
but it merely be-
and capable. Until
the inembers were

arrival,

o'clock

and boarding hovses and in

want help
who had been

“SHIEL . job :
an

don't yoa
IEnglishman

“I have my motor car hor
His

Evory boarding and lodging house to
the American committee gent

As to pay-

women possessed of un-
tact and sympathy, as well as
and a knowledge of
Their presence not only in-
that have

otherwise would

Not
al mistake
but an injustive, for the Ninety-seventh
s 4 raw organization and had scarcely
ever been under fire, while almost every
regiment in the British forces was clam-
oring for the honor of leading the as-

and hand luggage,
but the clothes they wore.
assured that the committee had clothes
of all kinds and sizes for distribution
and that it had facilities for looking up
and recovering baggage on the Con-
tinent.

checks and
hadn’t' a penny to pay bus fare.
over, it was important tha
for home that week.
panic, but one of the members of the
committee took them home for the night
and in two days they were fixed up with
money and tickets and departed full of
cournge and gratitude.

There was no emergency for which the

At Sevastopol Russian military genius

at its best w
ability of a bry

1d as excellent

At Plevna things
versed. The Russ,

somewhat
were the

were
ns

siegers and superior in numbers, ITor the
most part they suffered from misman-
agement, while the Turks, under Osman
Pacha, exhibited staying qualities that
aroused the admiration of the world and
whose |
military ability is ranked with that of
The Rus-
sians at Plevna showed aggressiveness |
and initiative quite equal to the stub-
boruness in defeat with which they are | ments could be sent him the Turks made
| a counter charge and with lead and steel
the | drove the Russians out

were directed by a commander

the world's greatest captains,

generally credited.
In 1877 the Russians, driving

were unprepared. The ill
tended and the sorrowing comforted. A

wife who had been separated from her

hasband assured that he would
be found by the American Relief Com-
mittee and courage carme back for the
first time since this terrible thing had
befallen her. A party had lost trunks
Thhey had nothing
T'hey were

was

For those who had German steamship

tickets and checks, which seemed as use-
less as the paper they were printed on,
there was the information that they could
get at least a part of the money they
had
required would be obtained for them
through some of the activities of the
versatile committee.
nessee had distributed American money
on the Continent some Americans ar-
rived
Aweriegn
changed it for ISuglish money, so that
the helders could supply their imr xiate
needs.

paid out and that the remainder

After the Ten-

with no other money and the

committes immediately ex-

Two womnen had been robled of money,
steamship tickets. They
More-
. they start
They were in a

Not every one was 8o easy to deal with.

Some were almost hysterical and were
unappeated by all offorts made in their
behalf, but even this attitude failed to

s pitted aguinst Irench
and in
the end was we'sted by foree of num
bers and by the fighting qualities and
valor of sometimes mismanaged troops.
re-
be-

ngland’s C

were

who did not have rioney cucugh to xnt“
them away from the station.
they bad
everything had been
ranged for them by the Awerican com-
mittee.

greeted them, housed them, fed them and
sent them on their way relieved of their
auxioties ?"
without money and without resources is
a terrifying experience and this hap-
pe=2d not only to the poor but to many
wko were suddenly deprived of nbundant

Turks before them, were swarming |
through the Shipka Pass, which had been

carried at the expeunse of
battlivg, and Osman Pacha,

works, Shahofs gathered the resy
nunts of his commund und in the face of
an almost unbearable Gro gratn took the
hill, but the Turkish artMery. pounded

!
tremendous ;
renlizing |
|
|
|

the strategic value of Plevna, withdrew | him and tle infantry precsed Wm e
his army into the Bulgarian city, where closely that 3 it not been Z2or Skobe-
met the roads from Widen, Sophia, | leff and hi acks ke Drigsdems
Biela, Zimni and Shipka Pass.  On, would have been iost,

July 18, 1877, the Russian staff awak-| The Russians suffered terribly in this
ened to the value of Plevna, avd Grand | assault, but the losses of the Tuzks, whe

Duke Niclolas ordered Geueral Krude-
ner to take the place.

were already in
Lunger, were
black bread Tund ¢
Osmnan's army )

frightful conditiva frers
more gevere. The
cumbers on which
tod were practically

even
Osman Pacha, however, was ahead of |
him, and where le had found nothing

but a block house he hud thrown up | Bote and so ivadequate werg facilities
a system of defensive works by the | for caring feor the wounded that the
time the Russian advance reached the | ™osques were {ffHel with men the surs
town. Nevertheless, Krudener's intelli- | Keous could not attend, and in the strects

gence staff was not aware that Osman | the starving dogs gaawed thoss too weak
Pacha had' occupied Plevna, and 6,500 | to escape them.

infantry with seven batteries were sent On August 31 Osman Pacha made bis
ahead. _Straight into the town the ad- | Ote attempt to assume sn offensive, but
> guard rode, and the soldiers were | he Was driven back. - Septemzber 11' was
dy cheering over what they thought | (he féte day of the Tsar, who was in the
a bloodless vieters—vhen-the Turks—from--field. A _grand "s“‘”t'“’“ﬂ‘ arranged,
concealed positions, opened u deadly fire, | 85 though it ‘were the occassion foe
The streets were crammed with confused | Mavoeuvres axad all doane for show. At
fighting masses, and the Rus 1S vere | daybreak the canmzon began a thunder

slowly expelled from the city

! ) i
and driven | 0Us bombardment, whicl endured until

back on their muin body. cleven o'clock. After a lull the czn-
This showed the Russians they dealt "”“_m““g began agafn n'nd continued
3 until one o'clock, when it was inters

with no passive foe, and reinforcements
were sent to Krudener, but during the

{ delay Osman built the famous Grivitza
Redoubt, The excellence of the 'urkish
defensive works at testified
to by the statement of o military expert
that their most valuable weapon was the
shovel.

rupted until hia!f-pest two, and then res
sumed until three o'clock. As though
set in motion by elockywe as the lasg
gun boomed three columng of Rouma-
nians charged the Grivitza, "Lurkish cane
non mowed down rank after rank, The
defenders leaped over the battered walls
and charged against the attacking cole
umns, und all the while a merciless rifle
fire decimated the Roumanian regis
ments, but they carried the works.

Plevna is

Reinforced, the Russians, under orders
issued by Grand Duke Nidiolus, hurled
cighteen battalions of infantry and ten

HEC el LA by "”t‘ IPour thousand men were killed or dig-
‘\;Itll g ‘! sl:u:uhtm they were "“I"‘“‘"‘]' { abled in this superb charge, and then it
DPrince Shahofsky, whose nnp(-luu«lly“ was found the Turks had constructed a

continually caused him to blunder, ad-

. . heavy Jine of fortifications in the reag
anced with three brigades and took an

{ of the redoubt.

important position on a Lill, but tlw; At redoubt No. 10 charke and counter
b(_mml onlf rs for the assault ]'A‘n‘I not { charge followed each oth in ' deadly,
| included this move and before reinforee- | rapidity, but the Russians in the end

were unable to take it. Skobeleff, under
cover of a fog, teok Redoubts Nos. 11
41 and 12, but his superiors sent him no
" | as although Le had worked him-

S l} self in as an entering wedge, and prop-
aplta erly  supported and reinforced could
| b . i { have split the Turkish defences. A few
kindness. They were ”)"' first, however, | p coinn cannon supported him in a ding-
'y ou such systematic, fv"‘:“h“' “".'H‘ | dong manner, but, while the big Turkish
S0 .lhnl no person mu(ld fail l“.rw,"“(.' guns threw shells into his position, the
sistance.  (f the varions organizations I infuntry advanced steadily, pouring inm

which followed ti: example of the Ameri- | a fire that all but gnuibilated his com-
cans, the Women's Emergency Corps, mand

which looked after the atecests of the | Skobeleff and his men built ramparts
Belgian and other foreign refugees, and |

R ; : Iof their dead, and he himself used a

an English committee whicti came into musket, but the charging Turks would
. . ; x. b ol e

the field later to assist belated and often

g L | ot be denied, and the remnants of his
suffering and neegy Fnglish women “hu: commund were obliged to retreat across
were arrivizg from the Continent, were

| open ground, were
the most uaporiant.  Besides, there were | left
Red C I
|

of the captur

to ¢

where scores
dead or woundetl,

In the assault the Russians had utile
ized 80,000 infantry, 12,000 cavalry and

morsa

88 rapresentatives snd members
of religious srganizations.

The Americans not only worked regu- [ 440 guns,  Their loss—doad, wounded
larly and faithfully, but they were ready | and missing—was 15,000 men,
for any emergency. Ior instance, at I'he Russian staff decided that the

five o’clock one evaning ward came to the
Savoy Hotel that the Tennessee wy
bringing Americans from Havre and tha
they would arrive at Soutanmpton that
evening. In less than <wo hours men
and women were on their way-—not to
Soutkampton, becauss th: 'anding was
not made there, but to \Weymouth, where
they waited all night and part of the next
day for the arrival of the Tennessec,
which brought over some of the wealth-
iest persons in America, as well as some

only method was to stafve out the Turks,
wnd the Tsar sent Todleben, who had
erved =0 well at Sevastopol, to direct
the operations. Iivery channel, no mat-
ter how trivial, through which the Turks
might obtain supplies or food was closed.
Men died in the streety of Plevna from
sheer hunger. Ogman Pacha himself was
&0 weak that when he walked abroad
ke had to be supported by his aids,

On October 10 the Russians again as-
saulted the Grivitza, but were repulsed
and settled down again to starve the
By the time | 8arrison. By December 11 Osman Pacha
London, however, | faced the alternative of seeing his army

comtcrtably ar- | annihilated by hunger or making a des-
' | perate attempt to break through the
Russian lines, and le chose the latter

reached

course. Under cover of an artillery ac-

Over “lmd over ome heard the re- tion the Turks retired by night across

mark, “What would Amoricans have | yno Vg hut they wets eonifronted by a
done without the committee which

division of Siberians on the Sophia read,
and after some of the fiercest fighting of
the siege were hurled back on the main
body. The Russians, awake at last to
what the Turks were doing, sncceeded
in surrounding Osman and the gallant
Turk was obliged to surrender, '
The operations arommd Plevna had ex«

To be in a strange land

disturb the cquanimity of the workers,

The Americans were not the only ones

who et trains and dispeased mowey @nd

resources,
eccept help and none so poor but that

There was none too rich to | tended over 142 days, during which the
Russians lost 40,000 and the Turky

he could have it 1 80,000,
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