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Representation By Wealth?

Carrying to its logical absurdity an idea
frequently implied by Central Canadian inter-
ests, a correspondent in a Toronto exchange
comes forward with the suggestion that repre-
sentation in Parliament should no longer be
based on population, but on  wealth. “The
number should be based on the amount of
money cach P’rovince contributes to the centtal
government,” and the B. N. A. Act amended
accordingly.

1f that were done, with the total member-
ship of the House of Commons 243 as at present,
Ontario would have 115 members instead of 82;
Quebee, 83 instead of 63; British Columbia,
20 instead of 10. But the representation of the
three prairie provinces combined would be re-
duced from 35 to 17, and that of the three Mari-
times from 206 to 10, The Yukon would have
none.

Just to cite these figures is to reject the
proposal. « But, as a western contemporary re-
marks, the principle back of such an idea is
even more to be condemned than the manner in
which the idea would work out. The principle
i that wealth is more important than human-
ity, and that, in consequence, the provinces where
the most wealth is located should have an over-
whelming preponderance in the governing body.
Nothing could be more foreign to democracy
than that.

There is the further point that the taxable
wealth of the great industrial provinces of Ont-
ario and Quebec is derived in part from sister
provinces which constitute a market for the in-
dustrial output of Central Canada, and which
make a substantial contribution to the pros-
perity of the financial institutions which have
headquarters in these two provinces.

Is This Our Unity?

Pointing the moral of the Canadian Legion
convention at Quebec City last week, the Ham-
slton Speclator (Independent) makes the fol-
lowing sad but true reflections:

“First it confirmed what all sane people
who weren't chasing votes always understood,
that if there was one way to create a perman-
ent cleavage in the Dominion it was to dodge
the issue of a umited Canada when the chips were
down. Canada’s Federal Government of the
day dodged it exceedingly well. Now the
ehickens are coming home to roost.

“In the first place, the Legion refused to
admit N. R. M. A. troops who bear that $tigma
through no fault of their own, as they were of-
ficially sanctioned and justified in their stand
by the Government of the country. IEven those
who fought overseas come under this ban. So
that is one bitter and permanent gulf created,
not by the Legion, but by political cowardice
in war-time,

“Then the Quebec delegation voted as a
solid bloc at least three times in opposition to
the general stand. This is merely a mild con-
firmation of what every honest Canadian ad-
mits; namely, that the two-army system creat-
ed a two-army Canada, and that Quebec, which
never had the issue honestly put up to it, was
encouraged to form a bloc against the rest of
Canada, and the rest df Canada forced to stand
—in spirit anyway—in vigorous opposition to
Quebec. Very profitable—for votes.

“Quebec, the N. R. M. A, and in the end
the volunteer troops were thus all let down by
this classic betrayal. On the principle that to
glorify a cancer is to cure it, the refusal of Can-
ada’s Government to introduce a draft system
which both the United States and England did
without flinching for a split second, the politi-
cians may have felt they won their point. If
they did feel that way, they can now watch the
unfolding of inevitable and sordid consequences.
It “will take high political courage and many
long years te undo the deep injury that was

‘idone to the Canadian -people in a day of great
trial and. peril.”

Man Away From Home

3

% Mr. -Donald Ferguson Brown, the some-
‘what garrulous Liberal member of Parliament
‘for Essex West (Ontario) got neatly told ofi
_'in the House the other day by the only lady
member, Mrs. - Gladys Strum, Qu'Appelle
. (Saskatchewan), Here is the. story, as taken
‘from Hansard:
\ MR, pROWN:  This is why 1am opposed to
‘the amendment submitted by the  loyal opposi-
tion.  Now, as to the un-loyal opposition—
&  Some hon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh,
L o Somesfon, MEMBERS: - Order,

MR, BROWN:  Is there some question about
that ? R ¢
. An hon MEMBER:  Cértainly there is.

MR, ¥ Xeg well, T will pass that
JCF with: the Conservatives,

be ciated 1 will call them

0 ¢an have  the

now.
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MRs, STRUM: On‘a point of order, the

speaker is classifying two kinds of opposition or
two kinds of “loyal” opposition, Am I correct
in assuming we have an official opposition and
then we have other hon. members in opposition ?

MR. BROWN : Bless your little heart, I would

not do anything—

MRs, STRUM: Well, see that you don’t then.
MR, BROWN: Far be it from me to contra-

dict a woman. I am married too.

MRrs, STRUM: Well, you are not at home

— EDITORIAL 'NOTES —

Dominion Atlantic Railway, a Canadian

Pacific subsidiary in Nova Scotia, will spend
half a million dollars on improvements to its
right-of-way and buildings this year.

* * * *

More potatoes will be planted in Nova Sco-

tia this year, Agriculture Department reports
indicate 24,600 acres will be planted in potatoes,
2200 acres more than 1945,

* % %k Xk

The B.Sc. degrees won by P. W. C. gradu- | Agricul
ates at McGill University, reported Saturday,
indicate that the College is not altogether so
derelict as some would havi us believe.

* * *

City of Halifax and the Nova Scotia Light

and Power Company have begun talks about a
new transportation system for the city. Pres-
ent street car lines are expected to be scrapped in
favor of a system of trolley or motor buses. .

*x ok k%
All things to all men. Mr. Mackenzie King,

who told the House of Commons he was going
to England unwillingly, declared in London he
was “eager” to begin his discussions with other
Empire statesmen.

*

* %

Surely Premier Jones must have been talk-

ing a little too freely to reporters at Ottawa
about his disappointment over the Conference
collapse. But when he announced here that he
proposes to alter Daylight Saving Act next
year, it would seem he has recovered from his
chagrin,

*x % % %

John Calvin, Protestant Reformer, died

this date 1564; after being ordained a priest
of the Church, he withdrew and studied law at
Orleans, and later a Brourges; he imbibed the
doctrines of Reformation, and in 1536 publish-
ed his Institutes of the Christian Religion; his
influence increased year by year, though he was
constantly engaged in warfare with the enemies
of his new faith; Calvinism, in the extreme form
which it assumed in the 17th century, has long
been losing ground in Scotland and England,
where the quater~centenary was celebrated in

1909 )

* o x x
Arguing the social, political and economic

advantages of Newfoundland entering into Con-
federation with Canada, a writer in the Corner
Brook Western Star makes the following orig-
inal point: “Instead of living in isolated ham-
lets where it takes from four to six weeks to
get mail, there would be main highways and
inter-town communication roads. . . . If I were
a young man, instead of marrying a girl from
my own village I would have an opportunity
to see what the girls in other towns look like and
avoid the calamity of marrying a blood rela-
tion.” Certainly a prime optimist, and one who
knows not Ottawa's “bottleneck.”
* x X %

Should war ribbons be worn on civvies?

“We in Canada (says Saint John Telegraph-
Journal) consider this a non-military country and
in peacetime ribbons are carefuly stored in safe
places only to be brought into the public gaze
when something special demands their display.
Perhaps we are too modest in this respect, but
we are proud of homors won by our fighting
men just the same; and if wearing ribbons on

Civvies is favored by the former fighting men
we are all for it, but we think ribbons repre-
sent far too much to be worn on working clothes
where they are likely to become soiled and be-
draggled.”

* ok kK

The King, smoking a cigarette and wearing a

checked suit and thick shoes, put his feet on the

fence Saturday last with fellow-farmers from

around the world when they discussed his cat-

tle, pigs and sheep at the Royal Farm at Wind-
sor. The ‘150 overseas visitors are in Britain
for an international farmers’ conference. The
King described his Scotch Shorthorn herd from
which champions have come for necarly 100

years and asked Jack Wesson of Regina about
the Saskatchewan wheat crop and how much

grain the Canadian west could provide this

year. Both the King and Queen chatted in

French with J. A. Marion of -Montreal and Her
Majesty told W. J. Parker of Winnipeg _that
she remembered the rainstorm which —almost
halted their Winnipeg program during the
Royal Visit to Canada in 1939.

1 * * * *

Any government that “becomes convinced
that it will have to fight any other country at
any time would be very foolish indeed not to
neutralize that other country at. once,” Maj-
Gen. G. Brock Chisholm of Ottawa, Deputy
Minister of National Health and Welfare for
Canada, told the National Conference of Social
Work at Buffalo in a prepared address. “‘As
long as children are brought up, on the un-
questionable authority of their parents, to be-
lieve in the exclusive validity of whatever social;
economic, financial, legal, €thical, educational or
other customs happen to be approved by those
particular” parents, only rarely. will any of them
be able to develop beyond these local certain-
ties to any real understanding of themselves or
of* her kinds of people. . Surely it is recog-
nizable . . . that tlie development of children

who will ‘make or destroy the world as they want
come to adulthood, is the most| important prob- |

lem of any gerieration, “In the face of this fact
we g0 on paying movie actors and ‘actresses 200

and 300 timas the salaries we pay teadliers who
are entrusted with the ‘bringing up of our chile '}
dron.” vt Rl

Tht; "Mummy
Wheat Myth

By H, J. BUNKER, M A, F.R.1.C.|

Occupation of Germany
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Disposing of half a million tons
of explosives. The disbandmert of
the German forces has proceeded |as
system cf priorities.
Operatipn “Barleycorn”
half a million for last year's har-
vest. Operation “Coalscuttle” then

h.
There will be 4,000 white rats,
200 pigs and 200 goats, distributed
th|over 22 ships to determine the ef-
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how to distinguish early between
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of some plants|X.rays. The
type of|resemble sunburn, i
more dangerous and in general are
slower in appearing.
A large series of tests s based
on the fact that men on a war-
ship have no place to go to es-

miners. By early
mobilization of all three services in
the zone was almost complete, ex-
cept for some two hundred thous-
and war prisoners retained for es-
sential labour., German war mater-
ial destroyed includes half a mil-
ion tons of explosives
the| thousand planes. The latest phase |,
is the destruction of all vital narts
of U-boats still on the stocks
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farm hand, we gather, is an extinct
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spring mornings has
tely and entirely out of

We are not convinced that a
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the Herbarium of
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ated. But this is not the record.
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Reform in Local Government, A
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structing the German administrat-
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local permanent official has %cen
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trades unions. British policy is to
insist on the parties being devel-
oped from the bottom
democratic basis,
allowed to settle among themselv-
es the form of organization. Strik-
es are not banned, though security

Much information that the ani-

. to some| mals furnish will be secret.
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X-rays and from blast.

Galloway Association have now dis-
covered that the soldier was none
other thamn the protot;
dering Willie” in Sir
novel “Red gauntlet”, and recently
a ceremony was held at the grave
and a tablet recording the f
was dedicated. —London Times.

of the occupation forces
maintained. The formation of local
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gress, Despite the lack of suitable
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printed, new books written, and an
excellent system of school broad-
casts inaugurated on B.B.C.
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acter though not party organs. The
British-controlled news agency, D.
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and words dally. Well over
hundred publishers have beea lic-
ensed and lititature banned
the Nazis is appearing again.

war level and rinety
habited urban dwellin,
water supply-no mean record
view of the great bomb
Gas is exported to

zone and electricity t
and American zones.
the seven thousand five
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zone have beén restored,” compar
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