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). S. PRESIDENT ASKS JAPANESE BLUNT QUESTION

BRITISH_COMMAND AT CAIRO IS CONFIDENT Nations Opposed

lazi Forces e —— To Tokyo Appear

seceed in | War Situation Last Night F S d
forming Union "or tan
Roosevelt asks explanation of

concentration of Japanese
Air, Land and Sea Forces
in French Indo - China.

Australian

Cruiser Sydney Ready
Lost in hattle

Blasted German Raider
Steiermark; All
Cruiser’s crew missing.

“Vast” plot
Discovered
In Italy

(By KIRKE L. SIMPSON, Associated Press War Analyst)

Ever-changing contours of the Libyan tank battle defy accurate an-
alysis at present; but on the Russian front winter is mershalling its ice
and snow brigades to ald Moscow’s defenders.

Red Army reports tell of a German repulse in the Tula area, south-
east of Moscow, with Nazi Invaders ousted from numerous villages and
retreating through heavy snow, drifting before a bitter wind. Two hund-
red miles and more to the north the Upper Volga and its tributaries are
already ice bound, yet not deeply enoug frozen to carry the weight of
Nazi tanks, heavy guns and motor transport,
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“vast" enii-Fascist somapiracy
. “vast”  anti-.

which included an attempt on
?(uasonnl'a life and sabotage of
tallan ammunition plants has
been discovered at Trieste,
Stefani news and propaganda
agency reported tonight.

Bixty persons have been ar-

Expect battle to last
several more days.

(By Edward Kennedy, Assoc-

iated Press Staff Writer) CANBERRA, Dec. 2 —(CP) —The

Heavy snowfalls are due soon all the way from the northern rim of 6,830-ton Augtralian cruiser Sydney

CAIRO, Dec. 2 — (AP)—  rested and put on trial before e Ukt g
K : a speclal tribunal for defence e ne battle front to Leningrad. Should the reported drifting fall with 645 menh aboard has been lost , : ;
The British 'Imper'xal army of of the state, the agency said. Just southward of Moscow herald the onset of a typical mid-December Somewhere off Australia after blast- (By J. F‘,S‘lnderson' Canadian Pres:s Staff Wl'lul') 1
wrthern  Libya, its  strongest They were claimed to include snow deluge in that area, Nazi hopes of early encirclement or capture of iNg to death the heavily-armed WASHINGTON, Dec. }—(le)—l’xesident Roosgve t
9600-ton German raider Steler- t40k the diplomatic offensive against Japan today while a

the Soviet capital must drop to a new low.

There is another factor tending to lessen German pressure in the
Moscow battle, however. The Russian counter offensive on the Don
front, which appears to have forced the Nazis back 40 miles and more
from the Rostov gateway to the Caucasus, calls for a prompt German
reaction, for reasons of prestige alone,

* . . * - -

‘“‘Communists” “Demo-
Liberalists.”

(Later at least 11 ringlead-
ers in the rebellion were re-
ported still at large.)

Terroristic attacks attributed
to the conspiratorial neiwork
besides the undetailed attempt

and

e breached by a junction of
German armored forces and its
wuthern anchor of that line
it Rezegh fallen, fought fur-
jusly tonight with reinforce-

mark, the government announced
today.

The communique implied that
the Sydney suffered fatal wounds
in the battle with the Steiermark,
because it said information of the
clash had been obtained from sur-

conviction grew here that the nations opposed to Japanese
imperialism in East Asia were prepared to make their
stand, by force of arms if necessary, if Japan takes one

more aggressive step. Vs
The President today addressed a

ON SPEAKING TOUR

Famed as a war correspondent
and author, Sir Philip Gibbs arrived
recently in the U.S. by clipper on
a speaking tour,

ny}ellll bir‘l’”g landed by the on Mussolini’s life included ex- The Rostov retreat looks like the worst German defeat of the whole vivors of the raider, The German girect question to the Japanese
Ropl Navy to smash the SR aon i B dions Tacioriea war. It could result in disastrous smashing of the whole Nazi right wing ship carried 400 men, but how many Government, demanding an ex- Ge rman rout
strong Axis concentration thus at Piacenza, Bologna and Clana B g w h u on the Russian mainland. A German retreat to the Mariupol front, 100 Were saved was not disclosed. planation of the concentration of
formed. in which ‘l“llllundl d!ed-s" l;‘)f el:lel‘- I' ItlS y & s. mﬂe_sr west‘ of Rostov, to await re-enforcements, seems indicated. Pocket Battleship? Epanesehalr,dlaxé% u&:ndrsea fohrge.:
i) s0ns we ed and ured. ransfer of o i French Indo- a, forces tha i
The Imperial encirclement of the h J ater ot hieayy, forees fromi the all but stalemated Mostow front far exceed the number agreed to F rom Rostov

Attempts also were made fo
blow up Italian railways.

(The Associated Press on Nov.
7 checked with a Fascist source
in Rome a rumor that Musso-
lini had been slightly wound-
ed in an assassination attempt.
The Fascist spokesman denied
the rumor and called it “an in-
vention.”)

southward would be a logicel German move. It may be slready in pro-
gress from the southern or Tula sector of the Moscow battle arc and
"l::s may account in part for a reported German retreat on that front
also,

If that indicated shift of Nazi divisions from the Moscow battle
zone to the Rostov-Don area is going on, it means the German high
command has already written off the Moscow campaign as a f-i'ure
for this year. Only southward, on the Caucasus front, can Hitler’s gen-
erals plan on a continuous winter war o€ motion in Russia. They can-

(Marine circles in New York ex-
pressed belief that a German pocket
battleship known to have accom-
panied the Steiermark on some of
its raids may have killed off the
Sydney. They doubted that the
faster and heavier-gunned Sydney
was eliminated by the Stelermark
and recalled that one of the Ger-

in the original treaty with the
Vichy Government and which are
far too numerous for ordinary po-
lice purposes,

This unusual procedure by the
President was not in the form of
an ultimatum and there was no
time limit set for a reply but
there could be no doubt it was

Navies would
Give Japs bhattle

forces of the Nazi commander Gen.
Frvin Rommel had been broken by
the reckless and '~ repeated tank
charges of his 15th tank division
which, at last and at great cost,
smashed through at the lower end ..
of the Tobruk-Rezegh .corridor to
s rendezvous with the 21st division
lying weary and wounded to the

Is continued f_

LONDON, Dec. — (Wednes- i
day)—(CP)—The German rout &
from Rostov is continuing un-
abated after five days, with the
Red army steadily pursuing the

No retreat from

east,

This British set-back appeared
damaging but far from disastrous,
for a British military spokesman
declared Tobruk's link with Rezegh
had not heen wholly broken. More-
over, British command of the Med-
fteranean  was  accompanied by
British superiority in the air.
Although the British troops lost
Rezegh itself and the nearby set-
flement of Bir El Hamed in the
process, the break-through was ef-
lted only on a narrow sector, the
German 15th  joining hands with
the 21st about Zaarran, six miles
northeast of Rezegh,

A British spokesman, terming it
only a local victory, sald the con-

(Continued on page 8, Col 2)

One dead, 10
Injured as truck
Plinges 30 feet

TRENTON, N. 8., Dec, 2 —(CP)—
Onelmnn was fatally injured and
l% others were injured, four critic-
ty when a truck carrying abont
# men plunged from the icy pave-
ment over a 30-foot embankment
here today, The driver was believ-
t to have swerved to avold s‘rik-
g two boys who were sliding on
the pavement,

Dead;

NAéden Forsythe, 21, of Gireenwood,

Critlcally {njured:

Donald Cooke, 10, Trenton.

Dennis Reid, 18, Torburn, N. 8.
Clitford MacDonald, Thorburn.
Dan Love, 65, Thorburn.

Injured:

John Clifton, Joe Molsaae, Wil-
Lm Bennett, Don MacKinnon,
Mlmnce Henderson and Alex
V.sz’gfi‘, (Ages and addresses una-
Witnesses sald the truck turned
;Wmmc:e sommersguit, ianding on
Id Wheels on the rocky bottom of
lﬁmly, The truck, driven by Don-
i Campbell of Thorburn, was
mtd to transport workers from ‘he
M‘;!bum area to the steel plant

The men were returning to their
bimes when the accldenltl;goocurred.
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The “very vast revolutionary
movement” in which * re-
sponsible people” participated
,has existed in Trieste since the
outbreak of the war, the head
of the special Trieste Tribunal
was quoted as saying.

Engineer dies
In derailment

OTTAWA, Dec. 2— (CP)—De-
railment of a fast Canadian Paci-
fic railway passenger .train on a
curve as it approached Ofttawa
early today brought death to an
engineer and injury to 29 others,

The engineer was Frank Bur-
rows of Smiths Falls, Ont., trapped
in the crumpled metal of his loco-
motive cab when the derailment
sent the engine plunging from the
track, across a deep’ gully and on
to its side.

Most seriously injured of the
passengers was Sgt. Borden Mc-
Culloch of Ottawa, member of the
Cameron Highlanders, who was
taken to a military hospital suf-
fering from concussion.

Three Children
Drowned in
N. S. Lake

DARTMOUTH, N. 8., Dec. 2 —
Three children were drowned in
nearby Lake Banook today when
they broke through thin shell ice,
apparently while playing alone on
the precarious surface.

‘The victims:

Cora Jean Levy, 7, and Frederick
Willlam Levy, 9, children of Mr. and
Mrs, Fred Levy of Preston Road
near here,

Joan Finlay, 5, daughter of Mr,
and Mrs. Robert E. Finlay, Dart-
mouth,

There were no known witnesses
to tire tragedy, discovered only af-
ter the parents had become alarm-
ed at the long absence of the
youngsters from their home. A
search party skirting the lake saw
a hole In the ice 20 feet from
shore, with a child's cap floating
on the water.

The three bodles were found
grouped together just-below the
hole. All were brought to the sur-
face.

The boy and two girls nad left
their homes early in the morn-
ing. When they failed to get back
by noon, their parents notified
authorities and the search began.

Thousands in
Westward voyage

opposition to Jap-
anese aggression
is London opinion.

By Harold Fair
2 Canadian Press Staff Writer

. LONDON, Dec. 2 —(CP) .—RBrit-
ain, looked tonight to the  navy’s
“Tom Thumb,” Admiral Sir Tom
Phillips, to weld their Pacific nayal
forces into a hard-hitting fighting
unit as far east tension remained
unabated.

On the heels of the news that the
five-foot-four Phillips had been
named commander of the eastern
fleet came the disclosure that tne
Prince of Wales and a strong force
had steamed into Singapore.

Prime Minister Churchill warned
Japan last month that Britain now
felt able to provide a “powerful na-
val force of heavy ships” to serve
in the far east.

Authorities were silent on Ad-
miral Phillips’ relation to the Unit-
ed States Asiatic fleet command-
er, Admiral Thomas Hart, or the
extent of co-operation between the
two forces, explaining that “if the
United States were involved in war
there would likely be a unified com-
mand but that {s a question for the
two governments to decide.”

There is no denying that Japan-
ese entry into the war would add
to Britain’s heavy naval buraens
but at the same time there is no
retreat from opposition to Japan-
ese aggression.

Japan's fleet is regarded as for-
midable and well manned, but au-
thoritative sources pointed out that
the Japanese have not had first
class fighting experience since the
Russo-Japanese war. Although her
naval power has been kept secret
in recent years, Japan is believed

(Continued on page 8, Col T

Nazis seek to
Focus attention on
Moscow Front

BERLIN, Dec, 2 —(AP) — Ger-
man troops were claimed tonight
to have punched new holes in Mos-
cow's arc of staggered defencas
while fighting grimly on the south-
ern front west of Rostov to stem
the Red army drive which push2d
tliem out of that Caucasian gale-
way.

The Germans sought to focus all
attention on the Moscow _front.
They had little to say about Roa-
tov, and spokesmen laughed at re-
ports the Russians already had
pushed the Germans 40 miles west
of Rostov to Taganrog.

When the German high command
claimed the capture of Rostov Nov.
22 it sald the city was “of special
importance” for further operations.
Military commentators also termed
it “the spigot to the Russian ol!
barrel.” But today ¢ issed
it as just another %

War—25 Years
Ago Today

(By The Canadian Prses)
DEO. 38, 1916—German

sub-
marines bombanded Ponxau

of Funchal, Madeira; kﬂ%t
m-:tm Rumanian m'y ddute:m L&d
west of Bucharest, aiso

net afford to see the lines stabilize there on a front set by Red Army ,

initiative.

Saint Andrew’s

Feast Observed

Eloquent Postprandial addresses
at Caledonian Club function
last evening.

Churchill asks
For 3 million
More Conscripts

Says difficulty in
next year will be man-
power, not equipment.

LONDON, Dec. 2—(CP)—
Prime Minister Churchill call-
ed upon Britain today for 3,-
000,000 more military conscripts
and for power to require young
women to serve in uniform.

“The crisis of equipment is
largely over,” he told the
House of Commons. The crisis
of \p and woma
is at hand and will dominate
the year 1942.”

Specifically, the Prime Minister
announced the Government pro-
poses to stretch the conscription
age limits to 18%-to-50, as com=-
pared with the present limits of
19-to-41,

The method of reservation for
military service is to be changed
from the present system of ex-
emption by occupational blocs to
one of individual deferment.
Henceforth, said Mr, Churchill,
“the sole test should be the im-
portance to the war effort of the
work on which they are engaged.”

Mr. Churchill also asked Par-
liament for power “to require wo-
men to serve in the. uniform of
the auxillary services of the crown
or civil defence,” but he said that
“for some time to come” this com-
pulsion would be lied only to
unmarried women een  the
ages of 20 and 30,

He promised that these women
would not be compelled to serve
“In the lethal or combatant
branches.”

The Prime Minister said that
advancement of the upper age
limit of from 41 to 30 would bring

(Continued on page 8, Col 8)

Caledonian Club members and
friends participated last night in
an enjoyable panquet at The
Charlottetown in honour of St.
Andrew, Scotland’s patron saint.
The banquet was followed by an
Inspiring programme of speeches
and vocal and instrumental music.

President D. F. Bethune presid-
ed, Seated with him at the main
table were His Honour Lieutenant
Governor B, W. LePage, Chief
Alex Matheson, His Worship Mayor
B. Roy Holman, Past Chief W. R.
Shaw, Rev. T. H. Bussell Somers,
MA., S.T.M., Minister of St. James
Kirk, Mr, Lester Douglas, MP,
Mr., W. Chester 8. McLure, and
Past Presidents John Anderson and
Neil McCannell,

The principle addresses were
given by Past Chief Shaw In re-
sponse to the toast “The Day and
A’ Wha Honour It,” and by Rev.
Mr. Somers in replying to the
toast ‘“The Empire”, Both were
masterpieces of their kind and
were warmly applauded, as were
a'so the briefer addresses by the
Lieutenant Governor, President
Rethune and Mayor Holman.

Grace was said by the Rev. Mr.
Somers.

Time-honored ceremony was ob-
served when the Haggis, amid ap-
plause, was carried round the din-
ing hall by Clansman Jack Bea-
ton, preceded by Piper Bruce Mac-
Laren, and placed in front of
Clansman  Malcolm MacKinnon,
who delivered Burns’ immortal
“Address to the Haggis” in vigor-

ous style,
During the evening enjoyable
solos were given by Clansman

MacKinnon and Flying Officer R.
Patchen, R.AF. and piano selec-
tions by Mrs, Patchen, which were
‘warmly encored. Th gathering

(Continued on page 8, Col 3)

Joins as Sapper

WINNIPEG, Dec. 2 —(CP)—A,
EB. Murphy of Winnipeg, a cap-
tain in the First Great Way and
winner of the Military Cross, joined
the Royal Canadian Engineers
‘here as a sapper because he didn't
want to wait until military author-
ities would give him a place in the
war effort.

L sy

CANADA
THEALL PURPOSE FLOUR

man s victims, the British freight-
er Burylochus, was sunk in co-oper-
ation with a pocket battleship.)

The Australian government also
announced loss of the 1,060-ton sloop
Parramatta with 141 of its crew
of 161 missing. The Parramaita
apparently was on escort duty in
the Mediterranean at the time.

Stiffen Determination

Prime Minister John Curtin said
these two heavy blows to Australia’s
navy would only ‘“stiffen the de-
termination of the nation and the
navy” in the war against Germany.

In Sydney the Lord Mayor
promptly opened a public subscrip-
tion fund with which to purchase
a new Sydney,“a $10,000,000 goal.

(Continued on page T, Col 5)

Sydney h_zg
New Mayor

SYDNEY, N. S, Dec. 2 —(CP)—
D. J. MacLean, a city alderman
for several years, was elected mayyr
of Sydney today in a three-cor-
nered fight with S. E. Muggah, a
former mayor, and Murvale Vail,

The new mayor succeeds Major
George B. Slaven, who retired after
volunteering for active service over-
seas.

MacLean polled 3,129 votes, a-
i\z;ﬂlriASL 2,375 for Muggah and 695 for

all

In a plebiscite accompanying the
election, the electors decided Syd-
ney would have daylight saving
time next summer,

British fall
On another
Italian convoy

Sink Destroyer, Tanker
and Supply Ship.

LONDON, Dec. 2 —(CP) —British
warships fell on another Libya-
pound Italian convoy yesterday in
the Mediterranean and sank the
1,628-ton destroyer Alvise Da Mosto,
wie 6,500-ton tanker Mantovanl, and
the 1976-ton supply ship Adriatico,
the admiralty announced tonight.

The British units emerged with-
out damage or casualties, the com=
munique said.

Capt. W. G. Agnew, commander
of the cruiser Aurora which partici-
pated in the British naval assault
Nov, 8 on 11 Italian ships in wwo
convoys off Taronto, led this lat-
est onslaught on Mussolini's navy
which is desperately trying to feed
supplies to the bhard-pressed axis
armies in the Libyan desert.

The admiralty said the Alvise Da
Mosto exploded under British gun-
fire, and that a few survivors were
picked up. Tabulations here sinox
it was the 35th Italian destroyer re-
_ported definitely or probably de-
stroyed, leaving the Italians 36

The Greek government nere also
reported’the torpedoing and proba-
ble sinking of a heavily-laden 3,660~
ton axis supply ship by the Greek
submarine Glaukos off Candian
Crete, Nov. 10.

SWEDISH SOLDIER LOANS

STOCKHOLM—(CP) — As well
as pay family and rent allowances,
Swedish conscript soldiers may ob-
tain interest-free loans up to 4,000
Kroner ($1,0000 for from five to
elght years.

designed to bring the whole Far

East situation to a head—and
quickly,
Meanwhile the arrival in 8ing-

apore of a powerful British naval
force headed by the 35,000-ton
battleship Prince of Wales and
the massing of British and allied
troops along the Burma-Thalland
frontier wag intermpreted here as
evidence that if the Japanese
move from French Indo-China
into Thailand, there will be im-

retreating Nazis on that south-
ern front, the Soviet informa-
tlon bureau reported early to-
day in a communique broadcast |
over the Moscow radio, |

Other Soviet radio advices |
sald the Germans, falling bnck&
towards Mariupol from Rostov, |
were in a flight so headlong |
that in most areas the pursuing |
'Russians were unable to keep!

mediate hostilities,

Although there is no alllance
among the United States, Britain,
Canada, China, Australia and the
Netherlands East Indies, there is,
undoubtedly, an agreement on the
military steps that would be taken
if Tokyo gives orders to advance
from the French Indo-China bas®s.

Probable Steps

These agreed steps, are, neces
arily, secret but they probably
would include:—

1. British and allied troops would
move into Thailand from Burma
and Malaya for joint action with

(Continued on page 7, Col 5)

B. C. Liberals
Favor Coalition;
Pattullo quits

VANCOUVER, Dec. 2 —(CP) —
The British Columbia Liberal As-
sociation tonight adopted a resofu-
tion favoring a coalition form of
government for the province, and
a few minutes later Premier T. D,
Pattullo told the delega‘es “I am
now in the position where I can
not leave my name before you in
any position.”

Speaking after the vote >f the
emergency convention was announe-
ed—477 to 312 in favor of union
goverment—Mr, Pattullo said:

“I appreciate those who took a
stand that I thought they should
take. I accept the verdict in the
best spirit. You are no longer Lib-
erals, You are coalitionists, I am
now in the position where I can
not leave my name before you in
any position., I would like to say
tnhat members of the cabinet who
stayed with me can now take what-
ever stand they like. I don’t mean
any disrespect, but I have so much
to do. What I want to see is an or=
derly opening of the house. I am
accepting the verdict as a desire
for coalition. As T do not agree with
it I can not allow my name .0 be
submitted in any form.”

The Premier therr walked from
the meeting and was given a great
ovation by the delegates who re-
mained to complete convention
business,

C. C. F. Candidate
To oppose Meighen

TORONTO, Dec, 2—(CP)—The
Co-Operative Commonwealth Fed-
eration at a party rally last night
decided to nominate a candidate
to oppose Rt. Hon, Arthur Meigh-
en, Federal Conservative leader, in
the by-election in York South,

After the election of Mr.
Meighen as Federal Conservative
leader recently Maj. Alan Cock-
eram resigned his seat in York
South to -pave the way for Sen=
ator Meighen’s entry to the House
of Commons. The C. C. F. tonight
decided to nominate J. W. Nose-
worthy, unsuccessful candidate in
the 1&0 general elections,

I contact with them,

Moonshiners
In Nova Scotia

HALIPAX, Dec. 2 —(CP) — An
expansion of “moonshine” activi-
ties in Nova Scotia was indicated
today after Royal Canadian Mounte
ed Police disclosed, for the second
time in a week, the discovery of &
still being used for the illicit manu~-
facture of liquor.

The second disclosure was made
yesterday when John Robert Riche
ardson of Mitchell's Bay wag
brought into magistrate R. B. Inge
lis’ court, pleaded guilty to charges
under the Nova Scotia liquor con=
trol act and the Canadian excise
act, and was fined $225 and costs
on the two charges.
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TORONTO, Dec. 2 —(CP)—Mini«
mum and maxingum temperatures:
Dawson 20B

Victoria 50 59
Edmonton 21 5
Regina 20 40
Winnipeg 30 39
Toronto 39 48
Ottawa 13 %%
Montreal 16 36
Boston 23 5

Synopsis: The weather has been

fair and quite mild with high winds
in the western provinces, and part-
1y cloudy and mild in Ontario.
High tide this morning at 1055
and tonight at 10.15.
Sun sets this afternoon at 420
and rises tomorrov; mnrlmng at 7.2
Full moon Dec. 3, 451 p. m.
Summerside tide 18 minutes lat
g harlottetown.
elBt(l)lgn’I‘fN, Dec. 2 —(AP) —Ft.)re-
cast for northern New England-——;u
Fair in north, mostly cloudy
south portions, with occasional rain
in extreme south portion Wednes-
day and Thursday, iittle change in

temperature.
N — CAPE TORMENTINE
ot SERVICE
rden 9.25 A.M. 1.00 P.M,
K:\'}: g:pe Tormentine 11.00 AM
3.20 P.M.

WO0OD ISLANDS FERRY
(DAILY, INCLUDING SUNDAYS)

Teaves Wood Jsland 6.30 A, M
10.00 A, M. and 130 P, M.

Leave Caribou 8,15 A.M. 1145 noon
and 315 P, M,
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