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"The Strongest Memory is Weaker than
the Weakest Ink.”

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2:1940.

Supercilious Criticism

idward lsland  readgrs of Toronto

rince { :
Su].'urn]uv Night will take due notice of the un-
called-for criticism it levels agamst lh.c Con-
servative leader, Hon, R. B, lanson, ll_xr 1‘.hb-
cussing, "o the extent of three columns of Han-

of truck - transportation _in
this* Provinee, and our claims ia?r l)ct}‘cr service
under the terms of Confederation. [he Char-
lottetown Board of Trade has just extended to
Mr. Hanson a warm vote of thanks and appre-
Siation for the mamner fin which he dc;\lt'\)'nh
this subject on the floor of the House. They
have.also wired our federal representatives, cx:
pressing - the convinetion” “that a united cff(:!'.
on their part would secure for this province the
auearation—long: deferred—of the Wood Is-
lands car ferry service.” Mr. Hanson recently
visited this Province, and was amazgd, on going
into the matter, to find how shabbily we have
been treated in the matter of transportation im-
provements. e took the first opportunity of
championing our cause in Parliament, thereby
giving nation-wide publicity to the matter.

Toronto Saturday Night asks supcrcrllf)usly:
“How on carth is a party leader to build himself
up in the public mind as an authority on the great
matters of state if he has to be {nnstamly dca.lo
ing. from one of the most conspicuous ('lcsks in
the Dominion. with local problems of this order
of magnitude?” :

Violation of the terms under which we en-
tered Confederation, affecting vitally the farm-
ing and shipping interests of this whole Prov-
ince. is thus - insultingly dismissed by Saturday
Night, to whom “statecraft” apnarently |= syn-
e interests with Toronto in par-
ario in general.  The insult. is
ctill more hroadly couveyed. by the suggestion
that Mr. Tanson, in  stooping to discuss the
problems of little Prince Iidward Island at all,
was providing the country with “one of its most
innocent and charming  sources of  entertain-
ment.” Tn Saturday Night's opinion, other Con-

sard”, the position

onvmous with tl
tienlar, and On

errvative members —from New Brunswick or
N ova Sentin ehou'd have broached this matter,
N oy C 11 n:

not M+ Tanson. This, forsooth. hecause there

i« nn Conservative memher from the Tsland.”
Put what of our. four Liberal members. sitting
diimh as ovsters® The Liberal editor of Satur-
Jav Night has no words of criticism for them.
Tor his enlightenment we may state that under
the last King Government, Mr. Brooks. the only
Conservative member from the ’.\Tﬂritimcs._re-
peatadlv voiced the erievances of this Province
in Parliament. But his voice went unheard, Tt
is because. as Opnosition leader, Mr. Hanson's
voice carried farther and did not go unheard—
even by Schirday Niaht—that the neonle of this
Province are so deeply indebted to him.

The Sirois Report

The Halifax Herald challenges the statement
i the Financial Post that the three Maritime
Provinces are a tnit in favor of the Sirois re-
port, and wants to know who gave such intim-
ation. Our Halifax contemporary overlooks the
fact that this i3 a democratic country, govern-
vl provincially by constitutional practices, an.d
naturally the government for the time being is
the ho(]_;' which decides to assert what is the will
of the people on any given constitutional ques-
vion. As luck has it, the three Premiers of the
Maritime DProvinces are Liberals, the three gov-
ernments are Liberal, the majorities of each of
the legislatures being Liberal. When the respec-
tive Premiers in reply to the letter sent them
by the Prime Minister of Canada on the ques-
tino of the Sirois report state that on the whole
the report has ther approval, that means no}h-
ing more or less than that they, as representing
their Provinces, consider that the Provinces are
still behind them in matters constitutional.

Of course, that does mot-justify- the respec-
tive Premiers declaring that the report should
be adopted in all its phases. There are certain
matters of detail affecting each Province which
it would not be to their advantage to have en-
acted as the outcome of the forthcoming con-
ference at Ottawa, We have suggested certain
objections that should be raised to the report so
far as our own Province is concerned, and we
feel sure that Premier Campbell himself, and
other P'remiers throughout Canada, are de-
sirous of having public opinion and not the opin-
ion of the Sirois Commission incorporated in
any agreement that may be arrived at.

It is pleasing to note the growing interest be-
ing taken in this great question, as evidenced by
discussions in the various leading newspapers

and the consideration being given to the report

by Boards of Trade, etc. We hope that the mat-
ter will he thoroughly discussed in all its de-
tails and a precis of the views of the different
organizations presented to the respective Prem-
iers as a guide—for any action they may take
when the Conference sits.

Canada’s Air Heritage

Under the above title the Department or Na-
sional Defense has issued an attractive booklet,
the purnose of which is to serve as an inspira-
don hufldett for the boys now in training in the
Roval Canadian Air Force for air-crew service
yverseas. It contains hiographical sketches, ac-
sompanied by coloured illustrations, of four of
Tanada's grsatest airmen in the last War —

Air Mawshal W. A Bishop, V.C, Lt, Col. Wil

A

\
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liam George Barker, V.C, Lt Col. Raymond
Collishaw, C.B.E., and Lieut. Alan Arnett Mac-
Leod, V.C. Only two of these heroes now suc-
vive—Bishop and Collishaw, The latter, who,
has fought in the air over Germany, France, Hol-
land, Belgium, Russia, Persia, Mesopotamia,
Palestine and Egypt, at present holds a vital post
with the Royal Air Force in the Middle East.
Barker was killed March 12, 1931 in a crash
over Rockcliffe Aerdrome near Ottawa while
making a trial flight just prior to demonstrat-
ing a new type of twe-seater plane -for the

Civil Aviation branch of the Department of Na-
tional Defense. MacLeod succumbed ' to in-
fluenza at Winnipeg on Nov. 6, 1918, while he
was convalescing from injuries received on ac-
tive serviee,

Nobly begun by these heroes and by thous-
ands of others who served with distinction in
the Royal Air Force in the Great War, Canada’s
air traditions are being carried on. “Today an=
other generation has taken their place and is
writing its deeds in the skies over LEngland and
Europe. Others are preparing in the train-
ing schools throughout the country.
It is planned to present to each of . the
trainees, on the day he receives his wings, a
cony of the Defence Department hooklet, suit-

ably inscribed by his Commanding Officer.
The idea is a commendable one. Much of the
material used in the booklet has bee- taken
from Lt. Col. George A. Drew’s ‘“Canada’s

Fighting Men,” to whom due acknowledge-
ment is made. -

— EDITORIAL NOTES -

Now for the final lap in the race of 1940.
* * * *

From now till after January 15 the three main

subjects requiring attention are the War,
Christmas and the Sirois Report,
* *x * *

What has become of all those prophets, In-
dian, bushmen, and naturalists, who, in Octo-
ber predicted we would have little or no snow
this winter? g
* X *x K
The City Council and Board of Trade are
surely not going to resort to hole-and-corner
meetings when the public interests are at stake.
That is not a democratic gesture, though dear
to the hearts of bureaucrats,
* * * *
In order to economise ship's space and bene-
fit tonnage at large, the British Government have
banned the importation of bananas from
Jamaica and the Cameroons. This means hard-
ship to the 63,000 employes in handling the im-
ports in Britain, not to mention the all but ruina-
tion of the banana planters in these two colonies.’
Jamaica will fare better than the Cameroons as
she -has the U.S.A. practically at her door.
* ok ok %
Though Japan is-an Axis partner of Italy,
the Japanese-owned Hong Kong News couldn't
refrain from joshing Mussolini over his adven-
ture in Greece. The paper, published in Eng-
lish in that British colony, and generally believ-
ed to be financed by the government of Japanese-
owned Formosa, printed a cartoon’ depicting 11
Duce sliding backward into Italy from a map
of Greece—labelled “Grease.” “Slippery, . isn't
it?” the caricatured dictator exclaims 'in the
caption. } ; i
* ok % W
Robert Bloomfield, post, born this date, 1766.
His best known poem, “The Farmer's Boy” was
not only popular in England but- was. trans-
lated into three foreign languages. , His other
works were of varied character, but most read
were those on the seasons, “Summer”, “Au-
tum”, Winter”, \
“Thine heart should feel what
hourly sce,
That Duty’s basis is humanity.”
Aok S 5
The Federal Government has decided that
Ministers sending Christmas cards to their ‘con-
stituents and friends must pay for their own
cards. In the past they were provided at the
expense of the taxpayers. As these cards were
“franked” through the mails, and despatched by
the Department's staff they did not cost the
Ministers a red cent. But do not let this be
taken as an excuse by the ordinary individual
to hold up on the kindly custom of remembering
friends and acquaintances at Christmas-tide. To
do so would be to deprive the Government of
postal revenue now greatly needed, besides tend-
ing to lower the morale of the Christian pop-
ulation at a time everything possible should be
done to sustain it.
»

thou may’st

* % %

Premier Adelard Godbout, spokesman of
French Canada, left no shadow of doubt as to
the attitude of French Canadians towards the
war, or as to their appreciation of what Great
Bntam is fighting for and the whole-hearted de-
sire amongst them to co-operate with the- British
in that fight in “facing the facts” last Sunday
night. TFrench Canadians fully realize that, al-
though the seat of war is thousands of miles
away, the front line, Canada’s front line of de-
fence, is where the enemy is striking now. They
know where our national security lies ; they know,
as evervhody knows, that if the Germans should
pierce the overseas rampart, they soon would,
as Mr. Godhout-stresses;-invade Canada. Hence
Canada’s front line of defence is in Britain o=
Europe, wherever the war is heing fought.

* *

How these Mackenzie Kingites do love to
multiply their office. A new nortfolio of Gov-
ernment—“A Department of Romance” -—was
suggested to the Government by Mr. C. T,
Johnston (N.D. Bow River) who nominated
Agriculture Minister Gardiner for the post. Mr.
Johnston read an extract from Mr. Gardiner's
recent speech in the Touse when he expressed
his devotion to agriculture and declared that no
change in his official position would “remove my
lifelong associatinn with and love for farmers
and farming.” That love for the farmers was
“very touching.” said Mr. Johnston. “T thought
then that we thould advise the Prime Minister
to relieve the Minister of Agricultire from his
many portfolios and pive him another one, er-
{itline him to be called the Minister of Romance
because he has such a loving heart.” It should

tional War Services,

be noted Mr. Gardiner is also Minister of Na«

NOTES BY THE WAY

. The appearance of Main street
s a sign ol impriv.ng times aat
everybody can see and appreciate.
The vast imp‘cvement in the city's
business section is she greatest
visible procf of the healtay state of
affairs in North Bay, Buiness con=
cerns have svent huge sums of
money during rzcent vea:s either in
the ere:tion of new buildings or in |
extensive alt:rations. Praccically '
every business place on Main streei
has entered into th's imprevement
scheme, with the result that North
Bay boasts one of the finest lcok=- |
ing business secticnis in the prov-
ince. — North Bay Nugget.

Printing House Square has been
bombed with considerable interior
and exterior damage, yet The
Times has continued publication.
The editorial department has been
destroyed, but, as Mr. Churchill
says, in paying tribute to the news=
paper, “the rescurcefulness and
adaptability of y ur staff is beyond
praise.” It was.only a few weeks
ago that the marager of Tie Times
made it clear that it would con-
tinue to publi‘h, no matter what
happened. “If”, he said, “Printing
House Square is knocked out, we
will publish e!sewhere in Lcndon.
If that should be rendered impos-
sible. we'll publish scmewhere else
in the country. As long as there
is a suitab'e printing plant in Eng-
land The Times will be printed and
published. And if yocu can imagine
such a thing that . we are blown out
of Britain, then we'll cross the At-
lantic and publish *.The Times

there.” The Times in|this pro-
nocuncement h2s show itself - of
the spirit of Lonadon, f the soul

of England...Therell @iways be
The Times.— Victoria Daiy Cclin-
ist.

Thz Dominion and the Provinces,
when they. meet in January to con-
sider the Sircis report, will be
equipped as no p: us * ¢ af
ence ever was equ.pped to deal
with questions o¢f Dominion-Pro-
vincial relationzhip. It is known
that the findings of the Commis-
sion ahe as acceptable to many of
the Provinces as they are to the
Dominicn.  Indeed,' no Province
has taken up a position cf ocutright
hostility, That, even given com=
plete agreement about the political
philosophy which underles the
repcrt, changes may be found ad-
visible, i5 of course possible, and
perhaps prcbable. But an cutright
rejection by any prevince, or by
provinces, would inv lve the dis-
senting bedies in the responsibility
of proposing more suitable alter-
natives. Becau'e upon one point
there can hardly be d'fferences of
opinion. The report of the com-
mission and the attendant studies
have made it clear to all that our
existiny federal systenr- is no long-
er adequate to the requirements of
Canada; and that to persist in re-
taining it intact will be to invite
disaster and perhaps to make dis-
aster inevitable. — Winnipeg Free
Press.

The statement has been some-
times heard during thz past.year |
that a mistake was made by the
farmers of this, county when they
devoted so large an extent of their
properties to the growiig ef apples.
There has certainly he-n very great
progress made in the development
of that industry, and cn every hand
extensive orchards mcw greet the
eye. That so much of the land has
been set cut in orchard is
reason given for the falling off to
so large an' extent of cother farm
products, but ° there is plenty of
evidence that there yet réemains an
abundance of land <cuitable for
agriculture that is not worked. A
better reaszon is prebably that apple
grewing’ in past years has brought |
so ‘much bettér returns than any
other branch of farming that there
has been little inducement -else-
where. However, if' a mistake has
been made there is‘now a good
chance to correct it. Last year the
provincial department of " agricul-
ture instituted a pclicy which pro-
vides facilities for the remcval- of
old trees that have outlived their
usefulness so as to énab'e the set-
ting out of young trees of - better
varieties or the use of the land for
other purposes. In quite & few sece
tions these facilities have been
taken advantage of*and many trees
taken out, It'is said that at present
there are no Jess than 175 applicas
tions in for this servicz and that
no less than 10,000, trees are now
ready for remcval this fall, a nume
ber that may bé considerably in-
creased. It seems like a good move,
and the result will uadoubtedly be
not only a better future, condition
of the orchards, but as well a re«
vival of mixed farming that cans.
not fail to work out to th
mate good. — Wolfville Ac

ian,

It takes moral stamina to stay
at work when the air raid sirens
have shrieked their warning. It
takes courage of a still higher
order to go on making an airplane
an engine, a gun, a shell, when you
know that at any moment a bcmb
may crash through the roof above
you, Lord Beaverbrock. whose encrgy
has worked wonders at the Ministry
of Aircraft Production, has prais-
ed the bravery  of workers who
volunteered to go on with their
Jobs even when rcoftop spotters ree
ported “danger imminent” and
planes overhead, “Theirs,” said Lord
Beaverbrock, "is the spurit wh.ch
makes our victory certain” Fore
tunately for Great Britain and for
the democratic world, British lab-
our as a whole has shown superb
courage as well as endurance ever
since the intensive air raids began.
There have been exceptions, but
they may well have been the fault
of timid factory leadership which
understimated the workers’' capace
ity to “take it.” Whenever a re-
sponse has been needed from Brite
ish labour, it has come magnif«
icently. There has heen no hng%‘-
ing, no faltering; the Britich work«
ing man has accepted longer hours,
harder working coaditions, separa-
tion from his family, and physical
risk as great as that of the soldier.
He has done it because he knows
that this !s a people’s war which de-
mands a people’s response if this
freedom is to be preserved. —New
York Times,

Naval launchings in wartime
are generally private occasions
at which only thcse who have
ordered or made the ship are pres-
ent to sce her waterborne. But
the public, through the news-
papers, can somet mes join i such
a ceremony and
to the ship and all who sail in her,
Recently a _ cruiser “ck ' the
water in a British yard. Even (toe
Jads there did nct knew the name
Mrs - Dorling (wife of Rear-Ad-

the |

ultie p

PUBLIC FORUM

Thls eolumn s open for the
discussion by oorrespondents of
questions of interest. The Ohar-
lottetewn Guardian dece met me-

d the ] ot
eorrespendenta,

FIRST PRINTING IN CANADA

Sir~The statement has been
made that the book, “First Things
in Acadia,” by John Quinpool,
Halifax, is the first commercial vol=
ume wholly produced in the Mari-
time Provinces in the’last 70 to 100
years and one wonders if this is an
exaggeration.

“Wholly produced,” means, it is
explained, not only compiling and
writing and editing, but rather re-
fers to printing, illustrating, bind-
ing, and marketing and that this
implies cost, rather than quality,
involving output and machinery.

“Ccmmercial’ ’alludes to volumes
intended for national circulation
and actualy securing  wide dis-
tribution, as this book has won, and
“home marketing direction” has the
same significance. “Binding” means
hard covers, cloth or leather.

Many excellent publications have
been writlen and printed in the
Maritimes, ‘especially in . paper cov-
ers, Others have been issued in
“boards” for provincial school texts
or for limited institutional, society
or family circulation.

The suggestion is that in the case
of a well-known standard volumes
in hard binding relating {o his-
torical and literary matters in New
‘Brunswick, P. E. Island and Nova
Scotia, it invariabl* has been
found necessary, where large edi-
tions have been planned to have
the work done elsewhere on ac-
count of cost. This presently applies
to virtually all school and college
texts. i .

As is well known printing and
binding in Canada commenced in
“old’” Nova Scotia, when that pro-
vince embraced sister Maritimes.
The undersigned will be glad to
hear from readers any informa-
tion as to book-printing and book-
binding in the Maritimes.

I am, 8ir, etc
JOHN W. REGAN
75 Jubile Road

Halifax, Nova Scotia.

LARGER UNIT OF SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION

Sir:— In order to explain what
the Larger Unit means we have

drawn largely,from information at

hand on how the Larger Unit.op-

erates in countries where it has been

successfully used. It is understood,

of course, that this information will

serve only as a guide and that any
successful applicdation of the prin-
ciple in our Province will necessar-
ily- take into consideration our own
peculiar conditions and needs, and
can be applied only after much
study and experimentation on the
part of competent educational au-
thorities.
- Probably, the simplest way to ex-
plain the Larger Unit will be this:
Where, in Alberta, under the old
system, there were sixty or ‘seventy
schocls managed by sixty or seventy
sets of elected trustees, under the
Larger Unit system, the same sixty.
or seventy schools are managed_  y
one set of elected -trustees (usually
five trustees), with one secretary to
serve the unit instead:of the us-
ual sixty -or seventy. The local school
boards of three trustees are retain-
ed in an advisory capacity to look
after local interests. o
The Divisional Board .is given
full control of the staffing of the
schools of the division, and of the
financing of their operation. It ap-
points the teachers assigns ttem to
the schools where they are best fitt-
ed according to ability and exper-
ience, pays the teachers’ salaries (on
Prince Edward Island their supple-
ments) and terminates their con-
tracts when this step becomes neces-
sary. It i responsible for. the er-
ection and care of buildings, and, in
some cases, their location, and for
the supply of equipment and furni-
ture as needed. L AL
In Prince Edward Island it will
be found convenient to group from
seven to ten schools’ more or less,
in one unit aecording to their geo-
graphical location. The ultimate ob-
Ject would be to have in each unit
a_Central High -School -for Grades

but one day h_er‘,naine may be hon-
ored as are the names of the-Ajax
and the Achilles. As the vessel

with superstruoture and  funnels
added, she was a .mystery ship to
us. She will be fast, but no de-
tails were made available, and: at
that stage one could ‘not even
guess at her future -armament. —
From the London Times, °
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Home Office
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s —

IX and X, and in time, perbaps,
even for Grades XI and XII. This
would relieve the one-room rural
I'school teachers of the burden of
teaching these higher grades there-
by allowing for the more efficient
teaching of the fundamental sub-
jects. It would also leave room for
the addition in the lower grades of
certain other courses such as they
have in Ontario and other progres-
sive educational centres, It wonld
allow for higher standards in the
High School Course bringing it to
a parity with the other provinces.
This is but a brief outline of the
essential principles of Larger Units,
the detailed advantages of which
will be developed in succeeding ar-
ticles.

We are, Sir: etc.,

P.EX. TEACHERS FEDERATION

Sirois Report Not
Cure-All

(Financial Post)
Adoption of a new federal-prov-
incial deal alomg. the lines of the
Sirois report is not only desirable
but essential to furtherance of the
war effort, The unanimity of opin-
ion on this point is noteworthy.
There is, however, a tendency
to look upon the report as a cure-
all for our troubles.” No greater
mistake could be made.

The report reccmmends debts of
the provinces should be’ assumed
by the Dominion; assunfbtion, by
the Dominion of the whole unem-
ployment relief; grants-in-aid to es-
tablish a uniform standard of pub-
lic services throughout Canada and
that the whole problem of trans-+
portation should be studied, as in-
volving, in present circumstances,
grave dangers to the solvency of
the public authorities. In return
the Dominion is to receive the sole
right to certain forms of national
taxation.

When the report is implemented
many of the more pressing pro-:
blems of the nine provinces will be
shifted to the already over-burd-
ened shoulders of the Dominion

Unemployment, however, will still
remain a desperate threat to the
existence of the nation, relieved for
the moment by war activities.

The study of the transportation
problem will find, as all the previ-
ous studjes have found, that we
have more railway services than
we need.

Those that believes we can make
the country rich by becoming an-
other nation of hotel-keepers like
the Swiss, and the communites
which have lost railway services,
will demand our highway be ey-
tended and improved.

In essence, adoption of the ex-
cellent Sirois report provides an in-

financial problems of our public au-
thorities into one gigantie problem.
The same eleven million people will
still owe the same total of publié
‘debt. Little will have beer done to
prevent a further increase in . {t.
There is the gravz risk, if not the
certainly, that it will continue to
grow faster than ever —quite apart
from the war. g

To repeat, the report is an ex-

immediate action. D
But even to adoupt it would be

TO AN OLD TUNE

You cannot choose but love, lad,
From dawn till twilight dreary;
You cannot chose but love, lad,
Though love grows weary, weary.

For, lad, and if you love not,
You'd best have slept unwaking;
But, O, and if you love, lad,
Your heart is breaking, breaking,

Though friends and lovers only
Fill life with joyous breath,
Yet friend or lover only

Can make you pray for death.

Throw open wide your heart then,
Love's road-house for a mile!

And if one turns to leave you

Or stab you—smile, lad, smile.

—William Alexander Percy.

telligent method of vooling all the .

cellent one. It nrovides a basis for |
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delightful new Cologne
leave a lasting impres-
sion of charm.

E. A. FGSTER

*y CENTRAL DRUG STORE
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“I'm always
worrying

HICKEY’S
) CHASES
GLOOM
It's 10c per Fig

STRAIGHT

e —————————— .
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they run out of it.

supply they can face tl!e

HICKEY'S
. BLACK TWIST

Manufactured by

] |
HICKEY & NICKOLSON

TOBACCO CO, LT

with a smile.

A GOOD
Tobacco Chases
‘WORRY \‘

Folks whov use our Tobacco never

worry until
they have 2

So long as he day

troubles of
\

D., CHARLOTTETOWN
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