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' other time or

By Milton Bronner
LONDON.
WORLD city made brilliant by
day with the fluttering of mil-
lions of banners and flags' and
with nodding flowers/in window
boxes, made gorgeous by night with the
flash of illuminated arches and flood-lit
public buildings, a city where millions
of holidaying people will see kings and
queens and princes by the half dozen,
troops from all over the British Em-=-
pire mingling in an ever-changing ka-
leidoscope—these are someé of the ele-
ments which. will make London in the
coronation week of King George VI the
greatest show on earth.

P. T. Barnum of ever-fragrant circus
memory used to call his the greatest
show on earth, And whatl helped make
it so for the folks was the big free cire
cus parade in which there were gilded

_cogches and people dréssed up in fancy
‘military and other gorgeous uniforms.,

But they were imitations.

‘The 'coronation’ week : vigitor to Lon=
don will see the real thing. If he sees
men dressed up -as kings they will ac=
tually be kings, If he sees 'a man in a
general's uniform, his chest laden with
medals; he will really be a general. If
he is keen-eyed, he will see: many of
the celebrities of the world. In faet
more than he ‘uld see together, at any
ace. 3 :

The reason is plain. The British king-
dom is the greatest going monarchical
concern left on earth, now that Ger-
many, Austria-Hungary and Russia are
no longer in existence as king-ruled
empires. And the British Empire, now
as before the war, is the greatest the
earth has ever seen.

The English King may

bol, but whi have him

the Briti
anointed in church and pldce' the'crown |
it an event !

on his head, they make
that draws people from the far ends
of the earth. :

King Christian of Denmark, King
George of Greece, King Haakon of Nor=
way and King Boris of Bulgaria will be
among the monarchs who will come to
see their fellow member of the Kings’
union crowned in Westminster Abbey.
Present, too, will be the heir to the
Dutch throne, Princess Juliana, and her
consoxt, Prince Bemharc(li, From Italy
will ‘come Crown Prince Um
Sweden, Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf,

and still other princes Wwill'represent .

Belgium, Rumania, Yugosldvia and
Monaco. Each of the republics will send
distinguished men. Nazi Germany is

the ders of its army, its
navy and its air force as personal rep-
ives of Reichsfuehrer Adolf

Hitler.

TWELVE THOUSAND police will
keep order, Sixty 'thousand troops

will take part in'the teremonled, some
lining the routes, others taking part in
the ceremonial parade to and from
Westminster Abbey.

Khaki will be at a discount in cor-
onation week. The famous regiments
will wear their celebrated red coats,
embellished with gold buttons, and their
md-wmpotgppe@w{thﬁohe-w

The military show will probably not
only be British, but Empire. All of the
self-governing Dominions and many of
the colonies will send i

berto; from '

béonlyaqm-'

resented. Quarters A\ve already ‘been

prepared at Hampton urg for some
700 Indian trooplg'g'.'g'l'h &f Sikhs ahd’
Rajputs and the small
appearing Gurkhas, all mage famous in/
the short stories of Rudyard Kipling,
will be in the royal procession. Xy

The streets of London %
to be gayer even than themre dur=
ing the silver jubilee of the late King
George V. Elaborate preparations have
been made by each of the many bore
oughs, into which Greater London is
divided, for decorations. The borough
eouncils themselves have erected flag=
poles all over the principal streets and
business houses; are vying with: each
other in: decorative schemes,

By night all the public buildings will
be flood-lit and some of the bigger dc-
partment stores are arranging elaborate
electrical displays. In' fact, it is said
that flood-lighting and electrical illumi-
nations will be carried out in Great
Britain on a scale never before touched.
It is estimated that 2,000,000,000 candle-
power will be released.
t‘,Thh: figure, of course, does not apply

i don only, but to all Britain. Many

A{‘l‘?:histﬁl towns of_the Jittle island |
will be well worth a pilgrimage.

T}in‘ Schtéh) tapite), Bdidblrgh, winl

outdo ifself. By its topography it is
a ¢ity Aally lends! jtself to
5 St ity T e

With the mountains as a background,
lyrood Palace, once home of Scotch
s, at'oné of 'town and the lofty '/
eitadeluath tthe oi:he::;.i B:m be a glory of
white light every t until midnight,
l;rhén qe:';‘ 'the histdric leity ot
York, with ancient w U
magnificent cathedral. At night all the
high spots of the anciemnt city will be
ood-lit.in’.a_ way " never ! before at-
pted there! ! | Ile b i
Old Father Thames, the stream that
has been called liquid history, will also

will rival some of the celebrated foun-
tains shown at various expesitions. .|
But the river will be a-show place

of their forces.

Among the most gorgeous and strang-
est to western eyes will be the picked
troops from India, Each of the 176
wnits of the Indian army will be rep-

pecially for the might of the B‘r‘l_&iﬁ

'ky Mongol= /

expected

8ei'ct0rla ‘Embhnkment from

)

) B ] I
mere will be é‘qus, aestroyers, sub=
marines, and’ near London Bridge itself
there swill be some of the smaller naval
vessels.

The London County Council, eon-

' trolled by the Socialists, is going to see

to it that the plain people have a share
in the géneral fun, They have ar-
ranged for concerts in all the parks.
Special food and entertainments will be
given to the patients im the County
Council hospitals. Extra money will be
given those receiving poor relief.

, School ql}lldren . will have a holiday
re coronation widek. , Abbut;| | Thére is h prdbability that the King

for 'the ent
40,000, picked from all the schools, will
escorted, to! a: special p}ac‘e on the:

will see the coronation procession. Sou-
beal&rg “will be'given to each
regular pupil. All\in all, the London
County Council is going to spend over
$200,000, i i ;
The natibnal ‘government, fof steipart,!
is spending about $3,000,000. This in-

sserved ) the royal
'which theg” "

the Reasons

The British king may
be only a symbol, but
when  the British
place the “crown on
his head they make of
it an event that draws

* people from the far

' énds of the earth,

In addition to many splendid state
fanctions, all the top-notchers in Brit=
ish society will be giving dinner parties
and balls in their London town houses.
The culminating point in this kind of
function will be the $250,000 Shake-
speare ball to be held in vast Albert
Hall the night after the coronation, Part
of the interior of the hall will be con=-
verted into a replica of the wooden
palace of King Henry VIII. Society
beauties are being chosen to represent
the various heroines of Shakespeare’s

nost popular plays.

and Queen will attend, as they have re-
box and adjacent
Boxes for their royal guests. The hall
will be illuminated by lamps with over
12,000,000 candlepower. It is estimated
that the cost of the costumes and heir=-
looms in the way of priceless jewels
and old lace will be more than a king's
ransom. ;
For the stranger within London's

cludes, not only the cost of flood-light- gates, not only will there be the pag-

ing ‘byildi
minster Abbéy for the
erecting stands to seat nearly 100,000
people. In the Abbey itself stands are
mted \ which | wi seat 8000

eopi e,n‘oat‘privllge‘d in the
world on coronation day, for they alone,
of all the throng in London, will see
the entire service.

ALL the famous tombs in the cele-
brated old church have been
boarded over and will be decorated
with draperies of crimson and gold dur-
ing the coronation services. The single

tion is the tomb of the Unknown

navy. Off Southend, at the
the river, will be six battleships, in-
eluding the two biggest in the world,
the /Nelson and the Rodney. Between

| Gravesend and the Pool of London’

luldi'er, which will remain uncovered.
A hole is being cut in the carpet which
will cover the King’s processional way,

gh it.

ngs| buf also prppaking|West- | |eapt of the streets, but one of the gay-
rondtion and I’ [est ‘theatrical and operatic seasons any

great capital has ever known. Even in
ordinary times, May is the height of
the season for London. This year many
of the theatrical managers are putting
on gorgeous coronation shows, and the
opera season at Covent Garden will
bring many co'-“ 7 ‘n the
stage. {
All in all, the British vop.wa 15 avout
to become the gayest and most colorful
spot on the face of the earth. There
may be war clouds rising over Europe,
dire economic and. social problems may
await settlement, governments every-
where may look to the future with glum
foreboding—but Britain is still uphold-
ing the great traditions of stability and

s that the tomb may show ti

(Coovright 1887 by FWveryWeek Magazine)
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