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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1915

THE WAR PLEDGE

A prominent citizen over the nom de plume Temper-
ance, makes a suggestion in a letter published in another
column which is well worth adopting, namely the present-
ation to and wearing of a pledge button by all who sign
the war abstinence pledge. Such a badge besides serving
as a souvenir of the world's greatest war would be an
open and public declaration of acquies cence inthe move-
ment and would do much to strengthen the purpose of all
who sign the pledge, as well as a worthy example for
others to follow.

The war is by no means over, the end is not even in
sight, but what the end shall be is certain. The Allies will
win; the enemy will be defeated, and through ages to come
the years of the war and the date of its ending will be an
epoch in the higtory of the world. It will mean something
for the’ children of those now living to have souvgnlrs of
these history-making years; much to have a record of the
part taken in it by those who watched the struggle from
day to day, who took part in it, either on the battlefield,
or at home by contribution or otherwise, even by making
such a small sacrifice as abstaining, from intoxicating liqu-
ors while history was in the making.Such a button as is
suggested by our correspondent, bearing the date, perhaps
the P. E. Island crest or some other device, would make
a valued souvenir, becoming more valuable as the vears
roll on.

We commend the suggestion to those who are working
out the details of one of the most important moves under-
taken in this generation.

OUR INSTITUTIONS

Our country depends upon its ‘(instimtions, Our
churches, our schools, our co-operative associations, our
fraternal societies—all are inseparably connected with the
progress of the country. These.properly maintained, loy-
ally supported and Judiciously managed, general prosperity
and contentment are assured. -

In this province co-operation is making steady and de-
finite progress, but its most lasting effects will undoubted-
ly result from the spirit of interdependence which it is
fostering. - We are gradually learning the great lesson
that “no man liveth unto himself,” that each is dependent
upon the other and that mutual assistance is the greatest
possible belp in every community. A common interest in
and a determination to help the school, the church, the
farmers’ institutes, the women's institutes, the dairying
associations, the egg circle, and every similar institntion
organized for the benefit of the community, and a healthy
enthusiasm and ‘optimism’' encouraged and fostered, pro-
gress and prosperity would be assured.

It is most encouraging to find that institutions for mu-
tual helpfulness are multiplying in this province and that
the spirit of co-operation is spreading. It is only by co-
operation that we can hope to make the province what its
advantages and opportunities demand that it shall be.
There is no province in Canada that has more natural ad-
vantages and none especially in which the farmer has as
sure a promise of profitable returns for his labor. By
making good use of these advantages and loyally support-
ing all institutions we may hope to deserve the name we
80 proudly boast, the Garden of‘the Gulf,

EXAGGERATION

It will be recalled that some time ago a good deal of
sympathy was expressed for General Leman, the gallant
defender of Liege, when it was announced that his two
legs had been amputated as the result of wounds. The
other day his daughter denied this statement. He had met
with a slight accident necessitating the amputation of one
of his toes, but of course he is a prisoner in the hands
of the Germans. .

This is perhaps a fair average sample of the work of
that celebrated lady, Dame Rumour. From a toe to a foot,
then to a leg, then to two legs in a few weeks is quite a
growth for a little item of news which set out into the
world .true, fresh, innocent.

And the growth of a yarn like this is not the result of
one person’'s exaggeration or prevarication. It fell upon
good ground, evidently, wherever it struck, and grew
apace. Had General Leman had a few more legs they
would all probably have shared the fate of the only two
he had.

How do rumors grow? A person is reported to be
indisposed; we next hear of him as being sick; later he
is seriously sick and the doctors have given up all hope;
then he is reported dead, and a few days afterwards we
are surprised to meet him, still in the flesh. Did anybody
wilfully lie? Was it a sympathetic fear that he was worse
than reported? Or was it the too common practice of ex-
aggeration? !

Exaggeration is a common vice, We speak of thou-
sands when we mean tens or dozens. We describe things
as the “biggest,” the “smallest,” the “best” the “worst,”
we had ever seen, but we do it thoughtlessly—perhaps in-
stinctively, now that the hn;bit of exaggeration grows, We
happen to meet a couple of deformed people on the street
and we conclude the city is infested with cripples; we see
a4 drunken man on the street, and later another and we
conclude that drunkenness is rampant in the city and we
are not slow in declaring it the most drunken city in
Canada, )

This habit of exaggeration is ona that the young, parti-
cularly, should be expressly warned against. The old who
indulge are perhaps incurable and we must learn the judi-
cious use of the proverbial grain of salt when dealing with
the products of their imagination.

AFTER THE WAR

The scientists—or at least #ome bf them— are agitat-

| general intelligence would be still more deplorable.

ity, says as a result of the present war the
generation may be not only two  inches shorter, on th
average, but will be less intelligent, lass possessed of an
adventurous spirit, and an all-round clearsightedness, not
to mention keenness of judgment and depth of reasoning.
That is to say, the next generation and the next will pay
for the present war. As the average stature of the people
of Central Europe is now given as five feet five inches, it
would be most unfortunate if any sucn physical result
should follow the war. And of course, a lowering of the

With a considerable percentage of the most physically
fit men in so many of the European countries engaged in
the war Dr. Walter’s conclusion is perhaps a natural one,
but it must be remembered that, after all, only a com-
paratively small percentage of those engaged in the war
will be killed or even maimed. Those who survive the war
and its horrors will be fitter both physically and mentally
than if they had remained at home. It is ° doubtful if out-
side the actual war zone the ill effects will be perceptible
in the next generation. The one thing possible, perhaps
inevitable, is that those who have the misfortune of being
born amid the war’s horrors and suffering and prlv'ation will
be below normal both mentally and physically but more
especially mentally.

To measure the physical deterioration by definite in-
ches is assuming a good deal more than science is usually
willing to risk. War's losses, although numbered by thou-
sands, and terrible to contemplate are on the whole but a
comparatively small percentage of the number who go into
battle. We need not concern ourselves inordinately about
future generations,

PARLIAMENTARY SESSION

Not in the history of Canada has there been a more
important session of Parliament than that closed last
Thursday. One of the first acts was the voting of one
hundred million dollars for actual war service and anoth-
er the making of provision for revenue to pay in-
terest on war loans and to make up the deficit in revenue
due to the effects of the war upon trade. The first passed
through its stages as a matter of course and with a mini-
mum of discussion. Ordinary party lines were not drawn,
and the vote stands in a rare way as the con’tribution of
the people of Canada through Parliament to the mainten-
ance of the integrity of the Empire. On the measure for
increasing the revenue there was division of opinion and
debate. Liberal leaders denied in part that there was
necessity for the new taxes, which were also assailed as
burdensome and oppressive, and those collected through
the customs service were further condemned as injurious
to the trade of Great Britain. In spite of hostile criticism
and in spite of the facts that new taxes are more than
ordinarily disliked in times of trade slowness, the country
has apparently accepted the situation and will make the
best of it while it and the war lasts. ‘Perhaps this is ‘more
natural because, while criticising the proposals made by
the Government, the Opposition offered no suggestion as
to what, were it put in power, it would substitute for the
imposts its representatives so condemned. The country,
when its interest is aroused in a great issue, sees above
and heyond the criticism put forth for criticism’s sake and
forms its judgment on the merits of a measure or a policy;
and in this case the Government can ahide the result with
confidence.
It was a session of scandals, scandals with some
foundation, but exaggerated far beyond their foundation.
As an exchange well say: “History hardly goes back to
the time when men were not found to grasp the opportun-
ity of war for making profit at the soldier's expense. These
harpies at times have disgraced every country. It was not
to he expected that Canada would escape them now.” But
amid all that was exposed and all that was said about
what was exposed, one wholesome fact stood out, The
grabbers had no friends of influence, Neither in the
country nor in Parliament did anyone arise to defend or
palliate what was clearly wrong. On this matter, as on the
vote for war service, the country and Parliament spoke
with one voice. And on the last day of the session the
Prime Minister passed a censure upon two members of
the House of Commons, elected as his supporters, that
should have the effect of compelling their retirement from
bublic life. There has been given the promise, also, that
if it can be established in the courts that men deliberately
undertook to defraud the country in connection with the
purchase of supplies,an effort will be m ade to put them be.
hind the walls of a penitentiary, This, was in pleasing
and promising contrast to former methods when, if a
supporter came under suspicion his political friends rush.
ed to his rescue and endeavored to cover up his guilt, It
was. fitting that when so many of our tellow countrymen
were risking their lives for the Empire the ghouls who
attempted to profit by the war should he brought to book.
Premier Borden and his ministers, without exception
may well look back upon the session with pride and
satisfaction, They have all added to their laurels and
have entrenched themselves more securely than ever in
the confidence of the people.

NOTES
The “spuds” have cau,{;ed the greatest stir in Halifax
since the war began. The good impression they have
made in their first appearance will be deepened on further
acquaintance for the contingent under Captain McKinnon

and Lieut Bayer is just ag good a bunch of fellows and

smart soldiers as will be found anywhere in this broad
dominion.

e

criticize the Government’s surplus. It argues that had the
Government paid indebtedness not due till 1915 it would
have had a deficit. This {s on a par with Mr. Richard's
sage peroration that had the present Government the same
revenue as the Liberal Government and had they insisted
on spending at the same rate ag they now do, the deficit
would have been enormous,

b vl
But dne after another they (the German warships)
have all gone—into hiding or into the depths.- And the
triumph of England’s sea power is complete. Once more
Britannia is undisputed mistress of the seas. Only the
submarines, stealthy and unseen, occasionally strike a
quick, nervous blow and run for cover. The battle fleet
that cost Germany hundreds of millfons of dollars has
hidden since the first day of the war. England's navy
is slowly strangling her t¢ death. That is the answer to

the question, “ What has England’s navy done?”—New
York Press.
¢ O—

Aviators' raids from €ermany over Great Britain are
ing in freq y, and y will be continued.
The old observation that they do not give returns equal to
the risk run hy those In chgrge of the craft still applies,
and is likely to apply all through the war, Paris, which
first of the larger cities suffered from their attacks, soon
came to regard them with curiosity rather than terror, and
English communities within their zone of operation are
apparently passing through the same experience, - Even
in a closely built city the unoccupled ground is greater
than that actually covered by buildings, and after it is
dropped it is a matter of chance whether a bomb will fall
on a house or in a street or a yard, and wherever it strikes
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ing (hemselves, perhaps unnecessarily, over the probable
©effects of the war upon coming generations. RO
Dr. Walter, a professor of biology at Brown' Us

it is not likely to kill a soldier. The submarine blockade

The Patriot is still sadly befogged in its attempts to|"

L)

4 Pmtu‘fED

In the House of Commons after Mr.
H. B. Morphy had moved that the
final report of the Public Accounts
C ittee be adopted, Sir Robert
Borden rose to speak. He pointed out
that the committee had been engaged
in investigating matters not yet r»-
ported by the auditor general tg the
House, and these therefore were un-
der consideration a year in advance of
the time they would be considered un-
der ordinary circumstances. Certain
correspondence had been moved for
and brought down in the House, It
was suggested that it should be refer-
red to the committee for investigation,
There were two courses open to the
Government. They might have relied
on technical consideration and rules
and declared to the House that such’
matters ought to be investigated in the
usual manner. The other course, and
the one they thought the right course,
was to throw open wide the doors for
investigation and inquiry. They deem-
ed it only right and their duty to -in-
vestigate and to find out if any frauds
had heen perpetrated on the Govern-
ment,

They understood in so doing that
there was only one possible result. Be-
cause, if any matters were brought
forth;-the natural result would be that
the facts would be magnified and the
public would be excited. But these
considerations should not weigh with
any government and they did not
weigh with him.

“My directions,” declared the Prime
Minister, “to the members of the Gov-
ernment on the Public Accounts Com-
mittee were to make the fullest pos-
sible inquiry.’ That course has been
pursued to the fullest extent.”

DREW PARALLEL WITH PREDECE-
SSORS.

Sir Robert said he would like to re-
mark in passing that this was not the
course followed during the sixteen
years preceding his Government’s com-
ing into power. From the time of the
first inquiry in 1898, down to the last
inquiry into the N. T. R., there was a
refusal for proper investigation and a
disposition to restrict investigations
within the narrowest possible confines.

Sir Robert drew attention to reso-
lutions asking for further and fuller
inquiry in the Public Accounts Com-
mittee voted down by the Liberals at
various times, and also quoted testi-
mony before the committee to show
how they had blocked — inquiry and
shielded witnesses. He quoted one
case where an important witness was
protécted, when Hon, W. S. Fielding
and the Minister of Justice were both
present and aided in preventing free
and full inquiry. .
“If there fvas any wrong doing  in
connection with the public accounts
the members of the government, and
particularly myself and the Minister
of Militia, wanted to know it. I spoke
to the Minister of Customs, a mem-
ber of the committee, in the presence
of the Minister of Militia, and he
most heartily endorsed my views that
we wanted an inquiry of the widest
scope and we proposed if wrong do-
ing was discovered to compel restitu-
tion and to prosecute.”

Sir Robert then quoted from the re-
ports of the committee to show that
time and again the Minister of Cus-
toms had repeated that these were his
instructions and he had pursuedl these
instractions to the last,

DISBELIEVES COL. JONES MADE
STATEMENT,

The \Prime Minister, referre,d\ to
the case of young Powell, the clerk of

: -
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BE JOYFUL.

(By Walt Mason.)
You'd better be joking than kicking
or croaking, you'd better be saying
that life is a joy, then folks will ca-
ress you and praise you and bless
you, and say you’re a peach and a
broth of a boy. You’d better be chee-
Iy, not drooling and dreary, from
the time you get up till you go to
your coueh; or peo&h will- hate you
and roast and berate yon—they don't
like the man with the hangover
grouch. You’d better be leaving the
groaning and grieving to men who
have ‘woes of the genuine kind; you
know that your troubles are o
as bubbles, they are but the growth
of a colicky mind, You'd better be
grioning while you have your inning,
or when a real trouble r racking
your soul, your be grow-

ling, ‘‘He always is howling— he
wouldn’t touch joy with a twenty-
foot pole.” You'd better be

if sorrow is present
chaining it
better to

not paid the

it,

AND GRA

v

the Carleton Drug Co., turned first to
the statement of 3haver, the represen-
tative of the Chicago Drug Co. that
he was informed by Col. Jones, dir-
ector of medical seryvice, that the
Government did not desira to purch-
ase direct from the manufacturers and
producers, but through middlemen.
The evidence given by the director of
contracts, the Deputy Minister, Quar-
termaster General and other officials
of the Militia Department, all was
that no such principle had been laid

(Continued on page seven.)

THE WAR PLEDGE

Sir,— The inauguration of the move-
ment for total abstinence during the
war at Sunday night’s splendid meet-
ing in the Drill Shed and the earnest
elogquent and enthusiastic addresses de-
livered by His Lordship the Bishop of
Charlottetown, Premier Mathieson,
Revds. Canon Simpson, J. L. Dawson
and Dr. Fullerton must be very grati-
fying to every paprio-
tic citizen and particularly
so to every Temperance worker and
friend of temperance throughout the
Province. With such a capable, active
and energetic organization. committee
as the gentleman above named ‘and
those whom they will associate with
them in the work, a united press and
the.undivided sympathy and support
of all creeds and classes, the success
of the movement is assured. Never
before in the history of our Province
was such an opportunity given our
Clergymen to enrol their congrega-
tion under the temperance banner
and drive King Alcohol ' from  our
shores, never again to return to
spread want, misery and suffering
throughout the land or destroy by his
blighting presence the peaceful, hap-
py, prosperous homes of our people.

The present total ahstinence move-
ment if carried to a successful issue,
as I have no doubt it will be, will
form the brightest page in the history
of our fair Province, a page which will
be read with pleasure and pride by
the. children yet unborn. From Sun-
day night’s meeting I gathered that
the voluntary abstinence pledge will
be signed by the different demnomina-
tions in their respective churches.
Then, I would say, let there pe alaud-
able circulation among the different
congregations as to which will have
the honor of having the largest per-
centage of its membership enrolled
under the total abstinence banner. It
may happen too, that some generous
spirited and enthusiastic temperance
worker may donate a suitable trophy
to be presented to the winning con:
gregation. I do not know if it is  in-
tended to enrol children of very
young years, but I presume all persons
from 10 years of age and upward will
be eligible for enrolment. In this con-
nection I would respectfully suggest
that all persons signing the pledge give
their address, age, nationality, occupa-
tion, married or single and religion.
These lists at the close of the ‘war
might be collected and bound in book
form and transmitted with a congra-
tulatory address to King George in
the glorious victory won by the brav-
ery of his devoted loyal subjects and
such a souvenir I feel would be pleas-
ing to and appreciated by His Graci-
ous Majesty, as a token of the love
and devotion of his loyal subjects in
the Garden Province of the great
Dominion (of Canada. The original
lists could~be retained by the congre-
gations and form not the least in-
teresting portion of their churchs re-
cords, which could be read with keen
interest by succeeding generations. I
would further suggest that an appro-
priate Total Abstinence Button he
struck and one be presented to each
person signing the pledge to be worn
by him during the continuance of the
war and as long afterwards as he re-
mains a total abstainer. The Govern-
ment which has, since coming ‘into
power, done so much by wise and ef-
fective enactments in the interest
of temperance might give still. furth-
er encouragement to the cause by
donating or paying the cost of the
Total Abstinence Button which every
total abstainer would appreciate and
feel proud to wear, and I feel sure the
donation of the button would be re-
garded by our people as a very proper
and popular war expenditure, ,

I hope the few remarks I 'have
ventured to make may enlist abler
pens to support and encourage the
great total abstinence movement which
has placed Prince Edward Island in
the proud position of being- the first
province of the Empire to follow the
noble example set his subjects and the
world by His Majesty King George in
the total abstinence movement, which
gives promise of being the most power-
ful and far-reaching movement for the
uplift and betterment of our people,
in all walks and conditions of life, ever
inaugurated in this province.

I am, Sir, &c.,
TEMPERANCE.

“Sponges—all sizes, shapes and
styles—all prices. They're just a little
better than the same amount of mon-
ey will buy elsewhere. Priced from
5c., Up. The Two Macs, 149 Great

BE RESTITUTED|

Premier Borden in Statement at Closing Sitting of House of -Commoni.
Clearly Sets Forth Government’s Position in Relation to -Those Who
Have Sought to Profit Unhiﬂy in War Contracts.

; just opened up ',
a splendid line of Young
Me;n’s Slip-on Overcoats 'lghore
early spring wear. The.
;i_attems are mostly Scotch
weed and pepper and salt -
effects and are really swag-
ger. Weinviteevery young
man to look them over.
Prices $15.00. For the '
more conservative dresser.
we show a splendid black

overcoatat $10.00 mllg worth
more, dark grey Chester-
fiele at $13.50 and 15.00. Also
black silk faced Vicunas ‘at’
$18.00. Every number we
carry is new and correctly
tailored. LA

- Henderson & Cudmore

Sunnyside
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Quality Paints

Time To Think About Painting

Brighten and beautify your home with the
famous Brandram-Henderson “English” Paint—the
paint with the guarantee, the best paint for.all
purposes. ; ;

Brandram-Henderson paints are superior to all
others in every way. They can be applied easier
and ; more economically, they last longer,. looks
nicer and costs no more than many inferior brands.

Call and let us tell you why Brandram-Hen-
eerson paints excels on every point why the super-
ior quaﬂty of these paints does not ‘increase the
eost.

e

‘Fennell & Chandler

GetaColumbiaGrafonola

We have just the size, shape and style machine that
will suit your purpose perfectly for home or hall, at just
the price that suits your purse,

|Victoria Row

The Columbia Grafonola is made in so many different
sizes at so many different prices that no home should be
without one. But their is just one quality, (the pinnacle of
excellence) so high that others cannot soar abeve, or even
reach it,

It's a pleasure for us to show you this instrument—we
delight in demonstrating supremacy.s

A. E. Toombs

The Music Man

.

Have You Valuable Papers

Fire Insurance will not replace them if d&stl:oyed

Do you keep them in a vault ?

P o

Do you keep them where other people can see »"the‘l,ll

' You can rent a “SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX
box can be opened only by yourself. (IR

d We invite you to inspect our Vault and Safetjr Deposit
oxes. i

The Eastern Trust Company
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The Newest In Ladies’ Spring Boo!
GOFF BROS =

year that Ladies look for nice footweay. W 2
Art, Classic & Vassar by S

mLiE" GOF

3
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& ookthanovr

BROS &%

154 Richmond Street = .




