m'”ﬂ'ﬂlxlﬁ eyes very wide

and caught its breath over the Taun-

ton, girl when she gwept through it

e )lldﬂh. To be sure, the

: n had reading this long time
e

vided skirt, but then the
not'exactly sure in its
_mind that riding its streets even upon

& proper sidesaddle was not rather

Of course in the country it was dif-
térent.” The very best young women
rode there. ‘Moreover, it had come to

B gort.of proverb among the plan-
folk‘that the hardest and most
reckless’ riders were town girl visitors,

Very-few of them bad any mercy upon
the beasts luckless enough to carry
them->this not because they were hard-
(hearted, but from sheer ignorance and
the? pure -animal delight of finding
themselves untettered for a time. They

trettsd nof & little, . these town bred
riders, when the country folk checked
speed at hills or insisted that a horse

ould haye a chance to blow a bit

. & hard gallop.

Possibly envy, the least touch, gave
edge to their disapproval of Edith
Taunton. Edith had a fortune and
three. finé suddle horses. As if that
woﬂ‘m enough, Billy Drayton fell
late t% of sharing her early gallops.
‘Untit she came back to the old
homestead Billy had not seen a sun-
rise once & year. It was provokingly
significant, this change In him, He
had ‘been the despair of the town
matchinakers. He was a governor's
grandson, rich, good looking, good hu-
mored. Further, he was a squire of
dames 80 nobly impartial nobody ever
yet-had ' been able to establish a
claim to him. The people he regarded
most and ‘was readiest to serve were
meek ‘0ld;Jadies ‘whe had kuown his
mothér and very liftle girls.

Edith was, he insisted, only a g lit-
tie"girl, very fTone and lorn in her big
empty house. What he did not say was
that be thought her coming back te it
something so fine and brave he was
bent.on helping her fight down the
lonélinéss and make her own soclal
place.

- This In the beginning—until the town
gossips took to craning the neck, shak-
ing ‘the head agyl drawing aside the
isast Pitswhens the-girk came among

them. 'Biily saw“the bead shaking, the

drawing back, @ loig time before she

did. She was open and unsuspicious as
daylight and had no thought of tread-
ing on the corns of town propriety in
' anything she dig.. But, being also full

of quick intuitions, after awhile she

understood.
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But not as it did a little later, when
everybody knew that thereafter, upon
Sunday evenings, Bdith meant to be at
friends.

If Billy had known In time that nev-
have come to pass. But he
away for a fortnight right

RBdith promise to have no more such
assemblies until he was there to give
and p i

‘When he came back and found the
mischief done, he was in a sad taking.

“I see just ome way out of it—you

have got to marry me, else you won't
have a rag of reputation left,” he said,
pretending to sbake her hard.
Edith made a mutinous mouth at
him, “Suppose we try some other sac-
rificial lamb, Aren’t you most too old
and tough?” she asked, her eyes dane-
ing wickedly. "

Billy grinned cheerfully. *“You can
have carloads ef ’em for the taking,
nice white baa lambs, but I don’t be-
lleve they'd be the least effectual,” he
sald. “You see, what you need, really,
is mot a sacrifice, but a scapegoat.
I’'m strong enough to have your sins
confessed over my head and thence-
forth imputed to me.”

“But scapegoats have to be sent
away, out into the wilderness, I learn-
ed that much at Sunday school, and I
can’'t have you go away,” Edith pro-
tested. “Besides, I am not doing any-
thing horrid. I shall go to church
mornings just the same. As for the
evenings, you know yourself other
girls go to church then, mainly to have
somebody see them bome and stay all
hours afterward making love to them.
1 really feel like a missionary—the boys
can come here and rest or talk or do
anything they please. As it is now,
they have no choice at all—-they must
either. mope at home or go* out and
court somebody—and that must be
dreadfully wearing.”

“Tt .1s,” Billy said fervently, his eyes
reminiscent. “But, my dear girl, you
had better give it up. Get a telegram
calling you away. I'll send it if your
conscience is agaiust fibbing”—

“My consclence is not against any-
thing necessary, and you know fibs are
necessary,” Edith interrupted. “But I

£

~

lons, until Ashbel Clare came to visit

them. Ashbel was

otis
some, with

reputed a danger-
| and slight and hand-
deep seelng eyes. A
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‘of en@ing yourself without
.. He would make an
) dly if only that way

: h’r“lw“ was to make his will,

Ashbel Clare surprised him at it. Billy
was glad,  He wanted Ashbel to know,

“Read thaft You sce I've some de-
cent Instinets if 1 am half a sqvage.”
“] see. Everything, great or small,
to your wife,” Ashbel said, then, with
a whimsical, balf dreamy smile, “Do
rou know that she's the most fascinat-

! ghamur
of romance hung about him. After the
first day Billy wondered, with catching

bow, entirely he had
and his friond. So he

ing creature alive?”

m,“l 3\'"

E § k.
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“Just what she suys of you!" Bily o
growled, signing his name with a | AR RN

have much more conscience againsty

They were forever walkiug about the
big, scrubby garden or along the strip
of lawn in full sight of sby and
all the while absorbed in talk. Bdith
was brighter, too—quite ber old, win-
some self. Ashbel seemed equally cap-
tivated. He roused himself as Billy
had not seen him since they were lads
together,

So the days went by, mounting into
weeks, at last into a month, and Billy
was In torment. He had made a grim
and mannerly third for the most part
of the time, Still he was sure the two
had some secret understanding. He
had made up his mivd to endure to the
end.. There was no danger of dishonor.
Dishouor and Edith could not come to-
gether in his mind. But when he was
quite sure—if he were quite sure—he
would find @ gvay Out of it, FHis fa-

“ DO

“The perception does credit to her
mind,” he said. “As for her heart,
Billy, you brute, that knows no better
than to belong to you wholly, and you
won't see it, you blind, blind bat!”

A seft, stified sob, the patter of swift,
light feet, sounded at the door, Billy
followed them, caught his wife in his
arms and said, with his lips on her
forehead: “Darling! Darling! If you
really do love me'"—

“Hush!” Bdith sald, with her hand
over his lips. “You were a blind bat.
Even jealouay could not make you
ee.”
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breath, It he had been quite wise 1o ], .. e paper Into Clare's band, sa bere:
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ICE WOOL NOVELTIES

Dainty Ice-wool Scarfs, Squares and
Fascinators. Black, Cream and white,
the most fashionable form of Knit'ed
wool goods $1.20 to 2.00

|

Helpful Hi

backing out of anything just because
I'm afrald of some old tabby cats and
young ones.”

“Tabby cats bhave claws,” Billy said
oracularly,

Edith Tooked at him doubtfully a min-
ute. “I know. They try even to scratch
you,” she sald. And then quickly, her
eyes flaming, *“They actually came |
here, three of them, to tell me about |
vour past”— |

“They dia?’ Billy's volce was deadly |
quiet. “And you?”’ |

“I sald it did not Interest me to
know about it; all I was concerned with
was your future,” Edith answered, her
voice trembling & little, although her
eyes were brave.

Billy got up and stretched himself.

“That settles it,* he sald. “Name the
day, right off, so I can go order wed-
ding cards.”

. . " ‘s » L

Edith did name the day, but not until
she'had stood out against him a week.
She might not have given in even then
but for the ordeal at church. Not only
was she cut right and left—the minister
preached at her—not by name, of
course, but in & fashion more than mn-
mistakable,

Billy was there, mcross the aisle,
glum and furious. After service he
half led her out, and. walked ‘away
with her, his head high. But even that
did not hurt like the furtive yet swag-
gering airs of the three men who
called in the evening, There was fur-
ther something of patronage mbout

Altogether they made Rdith hate
them, but not as she hated herself, She
was full of quick kindness and bad
not meant hurt or affront to anybody
~at least mot in the beginning. Dully
she wondered why her townsfolk would

But she held up her head and laughed
and jested till the latest of her callers
took himseelf away. Then silently she
field out her hand to Billy. He under-
stood and anmounced an early wed-
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Elegant Xmas Furs

When in dcubt, GIVE A FUR —unless already so pro-

vided, there’s nothing more acccptable . or
g

ningty-nine women out of a husdred.

Fine Fur Neckpieces

@oney Fur Neckpieces— A

large variety of the newest shapes in
flat’ setin lined MO}P gollarettcs,
caperines and riffs. Inblack, white,
grey, brown and black—excelle

walues...... decenstpiel $3 to $7

prices,

nts for Christmas Shopp

E WANT to aid yon in making decisions- want to help
you to the best of our ability. We want you to know

what a complete stock is here—~what a wonderful variety of

appropriate gift-articles for mep, women and childreu.

Qur stoc' i
most complete and EVERY FUR IS GUARAN .1 i D.

better gnde.bnnd at extremely low
Showa in sliort ruffs, stole
tuffs, stole collaxs ssd ca

Alaska Sables—a
showing of beautiful Alaska

We show a number of fine st v
ments ranging trom $45 to o’ 8
+ired special orders may balio 2%
and we can guarantee Christihés del i

i
| FUR LINED GARMEN

G%?

pleising to
largest

rines......
6 to $20

very s'rong
sable

Marmot Furs - Rich blended ei-
foots closely resembliag—in all but
rice—~ genuine mink, Darable sight-

y picces 10 all newest styles........

$4 w0 $25

Stone Martin Furs - Elegint
roffs and tie scarfs of this most popu-
lar high class Fur which in stylish-
ness vies with mink for supremacy.All
arcbeautifully marked §25 to $55

©hio Sable Fur Neckpieces
~I1n Ohio Sables we offer better val-
ues than ever before—Ilarger fuis,

pieces—principally in stole effects cle
gantly trimmed with immense tuils

....... $9 10 $75
Hudson Bay Minks--Rich end

clegant are these handsome picoes of
fashionable Mink.'All have been care-
fully selected and are really faultless.
Stoles and Ruffs.... $25 to $75

Muffs to Match—we carry in

stock muffs of nearly all kinds of
furs shown in neckpieces. Beaut.ful
sels may be sccured by careful.y
matching muffe and ruifs, Duffs
range in price from....$2 tn $55

Novelty Goods

A great showing of attractive Christmas Novelties—
dainty yet inexpensive little articles. Lots of sugyestions
awongst them, For instance G

Cutlery Holders—Made of art denim with hand
painted cover insile contains compartments in which
kpives, spoons and forks may be placed. Tied with wide
ribl

ROME s V54 bios s e GRRAC VAN 98¢, $1.20

Darning Books - Of grass linen rrnamented with or-
igina! designs on covers and appropriats inscription, con-
tains card durniug and leaves for needles........ +-35¢

Nic-Nec Boxes— Japanese magufactuve—-nand paisted
covers, varinus sizes . 40¢ . and 75¢

Covers

Hanasome silk tahle covers
medium size ck gant em-
browdered and .worked in
gotd snd sancy silks,
Rieh color etter:ta around
border. Body ‘colore, yel-
low and red. Resl Jao
anese handwork $4,25

For Pins

Pretty piucaghionsin a var-
iety of styles—in all Jight
colors—some hsndpaint-
ed—some silk, some satin
—all very dainty and ap-
propriate for Christmas
giving, 3s¢, 62¢ and.....

$1.2

Kerchief Cases

5nodn as dainty and pretiy as if made o

ARl ieviagps work comsidesod they are really Tow

Yorue, Quality sn
priced.
hief Cares of pale blue ratin, iined white satin and
m"(::;re wm'. ::‘k «;rid. “:n ‘::t. styles, both prettily
hand painted—scented with sachet pow $500
” sz,lo‘ndszls

« Ribbops and T.aces”of xky satin lined white satin,
r ':irk lace and dlkynchlog—md 2!:::«5!

f
c“‘t‘.i:-d white

Fine Astrachan Coats

One hundred and fifty here to chnose—no such assort-
ment elsewhere.  Alithe regular styles in ull sizes and
lengths—the new “‘Floretta’" style Coats— short, with girdle.
and collar gnd reveres of Alaska Sable, Ohio Sable, and
Mink selected skins, bright close curls, elegantly finished
and EVERY ONE GUARANTEED.

We don't hesitate 10 claim superiority for the quality of
our Astrachan Jackets. Aud guarantecing everyone as we do
we cannot afford 1o sell any but the best qualities, Prices
range from

$30 to $115

A N

DAINTY CHRISTMAS BELTS

A most attrective showiug of fash:onable

belts selected with special regaid for Christ:
mas selling. All the latest novelties axd not
high-priced.

Neat belts of taffeta oilk p.et-
tily shiired and plaited,
white aud black.....25¢, 35¢

Finer goality taffeta silk belts,
all the pretiiest styles, ssc,
6s¢, soc, $u.2s, $1.70, $1.90

Handsome leather belts in

hlack and white. All sizes,
latest novelties, s8¢, 62¢, goc

New plaid lartan belts, heavy
I

Black silk elastic steel s*udded
belts in two widths, ...
........... $1.25 and §1.45
Tailor-made  bzits  clwely
stitched, witn three heavy
bar buckles at back. .. §1.70
Steel stndded silk belts, steel
buckle.. .. i.iveenes 1.10
Steel studdad leather belts. ...
..................... $1.22
Rlegant closely shirred white
silk belts, pretty buskle 1.25
White and cream silk belts,

scented sachet powder,

wery duinty.....ooo0iie

gilt buckle...

many designs . . $1.25 to 1.95

F

before have we been so compl etelv st

Christmas

Aoother certainty —when in doubt;

prepared to meet the demands of Ch
:rs, every size, every shade, and lowe
standing th: recent advance in prices.

Perrin’s ‘'Adonis *’ Gloves guaranieed
tans, greys, wioes, oxbloods, white,
Perrin’s ‘Olga’” Gloves in blacks, br
modes, wives, oxbloods, etc
Yerrin’s white waterproof gloves easily
ly satisfactory.... ‘o

Perria’s ‘‘Lenore’’ fine black undresse:

................................ .

Aprons

\ dainty lawn apron makes
a nice acceptable present,
one not expepsive yet
certain to be appreciated.

Elegant ¢

inawvar her "a
fioral 'o(hll;‘

We are showing some includiyas an
daiaty sprons ot good Orienta
quality lawn wilh. ele- cate .:Ch"y
wantly trimmel bibs-.- tones. A
full ample sizes at ssc, mas Gif

75¢ ANALs st oe i 80¢c
v 1
. ¥
Fur-Lined G
(adies’ fine fur lined Mocha Gloves, beaut Over
rin's”.....
f.adies fine fur,
fasteners
Fine mocha gluves ‘“‘entire’’ augora wool 1,
Fine mocha gloves warmly lined—fur at w
Warmly lined mocha gloves 4

Silk Lined Gloves=—

Ladies' five Mocha gloves with fiue silk 1i
and plisble, easily drawn on and off ..

beaver,
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GIFT GOt

Fine leather novel
ard skin finger pursg
xerchief and Gloves
Bags, etc., beantfvl
in every detiil.... §



