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House of Commops;Wes Givent by Sir Thomas
White 0 “Carry On” " in Order
o0 r-War, Reconstruction.

v |
tollowin fhere i3 not the same excuse for a
A voung man’ being in a hurry, and
that brings me to the amendment
ernor . General's+ speeeh « in thes+which has been moved by the lead-
er of the Opposition, and  which
seems to me upon the face of it to
indicate that my hon. friend is in
a hurry. He says he wants an
election, He says to the Govern-
ment, in so many words: You are
incompetent; ygr are disorganized;
your mandate has expiréd; your
Prime - Minister s sick ahd' absen*
from his dutles; this is not #-re-
presentative Parliament; I chal-
lenge the Government to an elec-
tion,

That is a bold ‘defy on the face
of it. My hon. friend sayg he"is in
earnest about it. But when he
uses the word “earnest” I think he
must use it in the Pickwickian
sense, If I believed that my hon.
friend was in earnest in moving
this amendment, and that he.really
desired ap election, 1 ghould' be fill-
ed with admiration for his temerity
because as I estimate public opin-
fon in this country'there is nothing
in ap élection for the Hom, gentle-
man or his followers. But the hon.
gentleman says he wants an elec-
tion.
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‘House of Commong on March 8th,
It ‘is considered one of the mblest
speeches delivered in the House for
some: time; and at the Caucus of the

resolved to “carry’ ‘on” with the
prospectt of ultimately’ becoming
the great National Liberal Conser-
vative Party:— % ¢

‘ Right Hon. Sir THOMAS WHITE
(Ex-Minister of " Finance): Mr.
Speaker, when” I retired from ‘the
Government {; August last it was
my inteption for the reasoms given
in my lettér of resignation, to're-
sign. my geat in this House. ‘I re-
frained from ‘daing 8o, at the re-
quest ‘of the right hon. the Prime
Minister' (8ir Robert’ Borden),-and
also of many prominent citizens of
my constituency of both -political
parties, I am glad that I followed
that course, because the retention
of my seat affords me the oppor-
tunity of making answer to ques-
tions which may arise touching the
fiscal policy of the Government and
the administration eof the public
finances during my period of of-
fice, .« ., :

g An hon, MEMBER: Hear, hear,
To those who have referred in|

Sir THOMAS" WiilITE: An hon.
gentleman says ‘“hear, hear,’'—
well, there is a great difference be-
; tween asking for an election which
which have been passed’ in the|you know the Government is going
course of this debate I shall deal|to deny you and asking for an elec-
with, T -hope effectually, before I, tion which you are sure to get.
take my seat. While I am upon my There is as much difference as there
feet 1 should like to speak, and I is between a make-believe lien and
hepe at not too great length, to the a real lion. There is a great deal
amendment which has been propos- more danger and risk, Mr. Speak-
ed by the hon. leader of the Oppo- er, in confronting a. real lion than
sition (Mr. Mackenzie King). there is facing a make-believe lion,

(May 1 be permitted a personal And, as a result of this amendment,
digression? I was not in the House my hon. friend and his followers
at the close of the last session, and in this House get all the exhilara-

I took in the Administration I am
deeply grateful. . Some wcriticisms
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quently did not have the op- tion of courage without any of its
portunity, which 1 now most ear- attendant risks. ;

nestly embrace, of extending my Now that my hon. friend has
congratulations. to' my hon. friend put forward the amendment, and it
the leader of the Opposition (Hon. hag become the subject of debate,
Mackenzie King) uponr his appoint-. I purpose briefly to' examine the
ment to the eminent position of case for an election at this time.
head of the Liberal party and its Ig there any duty or obligation rest-
leader in this House. I do.so with .ing upon the Government, to ask
the-'greater pleasure because he for a dissolution of Parliament?
I have been old personal What is the position?
friends. Our friendship is‘of 'sueh over two years ago there was an
long standing 'that I do'not. likeito' election in Canada and this Gov-
réfer to it-for fear it should appear ernment was returned by one of the
that he and I ‘are growing old. He most, decisive and overwhelming

{18 & graduate of the same university’ majoyities n, the hjstory ot the Do-

as I, and I think of the same year. minion, There are three years of
Histather was my“préeeptor-id-law, the Constitutional term yét unex-
a map for whom in his lifetime L pited; What has occurred, what is
‘always ‘cherished thé-~highest -&s«-thé¥<eondition either in this House

teem and regard, and whom I bear qnin the country, that makes it an
now in. most ‘affectionate , remem- obligation pron this Governfent or
brarice. - While our political. differ- upon the' Prime Minister to ask
ences arising from the views which His Excellency the Governor Gen-
this . Parliament
tinue to hold on public questions and appeal-to the country?

are not likely to be few or ndr:|, This Gofernment ~was elected,
row, I assure the hon, leader of the constitutionally speaking, in pre-
Opposition of a goodly measure;ot:c ‘Ly‘ the, same manner .as any
my goodwill ‘and interest® in ‘Mig" offier’ Govérnment that has ever

A little |’

the Parliament,to deal with the
national problems as they present.
ed themselves. No, he continued
to carry on till 1900. Similarly in
the election of 1904 the issue was
the construction of the Grand Trunk
Pacificrraflway. But after that was
disposed’ of by the legislation of
the first session of the Parliament
that was then ‘elected, the Right
Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his
Government continued to carry on
until 1908 as they had a perfect
right to do, and more than that,
as, in my, opinion, it was their boun-
den duty to do.

One reason for a five s, parlia.
mentary term, a fairly lengthly per-
lo¢, is' that the country may not
continually experfence the turmoil
of . general elections. There is
nothing ,more disturbing to the
trade, and industry, and tranquility
of the :country than general elec-
tions at too frequent intervals,

Yet the claim {s made by some
hon. gentlemen that this ‘Parliament
is not representative. I venture to
8ay, Mr. Speaker that never was
there in Canada a more representa-
tive. Parliament than the present
one. ‘Was there ever a general
election (in. Canada in ‘which the
majorities were larger, or in which
public opinon was more unmistak-
ably behind the policies which
were placed before the pebple by
the Prime Minister, the members
of his ,Government, and those on
this side of the House? So- far,

tion is cvoncerned we may dismiss
it; there is no constitutional ques-
tion involved. I t is the duty of the
‘Prime Minister and his Govern-
ment to carry on {n accordance with
thefr mandate until such time as in
the discretion and judgement ' of
the Prime Minister, he feels it pro-
Per to, advise His Excellency that
there #hould be a dissolution, or,

Luntil the Goyernment sustains o

defeat in this House.

dt has. been said that the Fran-
chise Act was not fair legislation.
I do not agree with that, but let us
give thdl contention some weight.
Then, remember thdy jsupposing
that not' a single vote of the sol-
diers overseag had been polled the
result would not have been essen-
tially. | different. The, individual
majorities were too large to make
a difference, they ran into the
thousands where in ord¢inary times
they.would run into hundreds only.
And even if you eliminate every
woman'’s,vote the result would have
been the same,  The fact is that at
thie last general election public
opinion in Canada was overwhelm-
ing beliind the ' determination of
the Prime Minister, and the mem-
bers of' his Government, and the
candidates throughout the country,
to command the entire resources of
the Dominion and place them be-

thePefore, as the constitutional ques- |’
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hind our military effort overseas. i manifesto of the Prime Minister D
There never was a more decisive at the time of that election he will,
result, and there never was a clear] find that the mandate was not only

er mandate, and in that connéction! for the war, but it was also to deal
let me say this: That if any onejwith the problems arising out of the

have them for years to
should consider 'that. the .Govern-
ment " had entirely, mlsmg%'preted

x [T 3
roblems with us today Anqt; e ghall
. Gome. I

will take the trouble to read the war. « 'Wa have margy “fof those!
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future career. {held power;in ‘Canada and no criti- > 7
) |- Being solicitous, as I am for his cism can be directed at the Prime 2 :
A\ | making & .reasonable success in Minister it he continues to carry (i
public life, I do not like to see him 'on, as I think it his bounden duty =
make initial  mistakes. As agé i8 to carry onm, so long as he can con- 1
reckoned in politics, nry hon. friend :trol- a- majority in this House,— ® _ .
is young-—not too young.- I consid- and I hepe it will be shown decis- b
er it an advantage in a public man, iyely tomorrow night when the N ‘
(@) | in no matter what position, or how , vote is taken that the Government ® : 3
¥ | high that position may be, to be is able, and will continue to be able, :
comparatively young because young to command: -a majority of this
men  profit by their mistakes and House. I go farther, Mr. Speaker, ¢ )
old men’ never do. My Hon. friend and I say that if there were any 5 A
will retall the criticism which was danger that the vote of thig House -
passed upon the right hon. Mr. would bring about a dissolution, I (©)
Gladstone, I think by Lord Salis- would anticlpate that some mem- (U) _
bury. Lord Salisbury-said that Mr. bers of His Majesty's Loyal Oppo- =, t an 19t
Glagdstone was an old-man in a sition would absent themselves in (\h
hurry. There is some excuses for order that it might not occur. That © -
and old man being in a hurry ]ble- :’s “the dl}n'erer;ce betwe%n a tmak‘o.‘i'- ,.
cause he is near the end of his believe lion" of an amendment ca¥- ()
years politically and physically, but ing l’ofr a dcilssdnllud{m“und a 1'eal lion " CHEVROLET STUDE BAK ER
of enforce ssolution. - . > .
.| It has been put forward ltihat thel ©
|| Government has no mandate. @ ‘ P ‘ h
;| never was one of thoge who attach- D=
{ed much impottdfide’ to the "qhes- ,. Fo“r Nlnety Models rhe s.e"es 20 speclal Slx
| tion of a mandate, noxl-l has m‘llxclz ' .
importance been attached to tha D= 3 1 o ¢
subject by those who have been © in Touring cars, Roadsters and ; . .
h;“ charge of the Gpger?rgenta of @) Sedans. Five passenger touring, gives. ev-
n. S s .
T WBey EIS e et by Sooe ) It would be difficult to find a ery assurance of a car ready for
j election, there ‘fs*a national issue ©) car at any price which is mechani- any emergency, equipped with a
A il S O cally more - dependable or more powerful, economical and efficient
with the subject matter of the is. © economical in the use of tires and 50 H. P, Split Head Motor., ;
auoal isbuaually introduced lmm;dl- (q) gasoline
,ately by the new Government but > 3 ;
at:ar sltxlch legislation hns‘heexln doal: ,. i
with, does any one seriously pu ® . . .
() forward the contention that, the ©‘ F- B- Baby Gl'ﬂlld The sel'leS 20 Blg SIX
§ Govc’lrntmex;lt havlnig e&()hauswd1 itts . (.‘) '
b ‘ v mandate, has again to appeal tof o () ®
|| Seventy years aaowh:ﬁ:urtg:?ﬂk fiie countty in7omler todeal with @ Touring cars and Roadsters. The
| | parents were young, y ! @ .problemg which. arlse during > . ¥ i & i
G oty bl oy hy e, wilh | ihe balance of the petiod for whic ® F. B. Models have that rich dis- Seven passenger Touring with its
b1 miiah somp SarbAERAR A relintin thy Phsliactents wes wldotedt | © tinctive appearance, which is real- 60 H. P. Motor, gives the Motor-
0,— ’ ( > : s . . Py
Bl S e ’ a1 PAltty: s LABMRIION, whb e © ized fully, only in the best of cars. ista rare combination of actual
SH ARP S duced early. in 1670, and carried © There is a trim smartness abqut power, range of speed, hill climb-
rough Parliament, implementing P> : : : 18 )
! the jolisy whiok hed bess: Spror. © them which single them out for at- ing ability, beauty of line and ap-
p BALSAM s by the peopte and Sir John A © tgntlon, even among higher pric- pearance, and genuine comfort and
> 3 . )\ @ .
| of Horehound and Anise Seed | continuet to carry on. He did not 0:* ed cars., operating economy.
b Since then it has been the family remedy |CODSider that because the National @) i e
| .or“c:wh.uldl.cl;wbwﬂl\'“'-”"‘m'- 'zft‘:lcybyq“:ﬂ'r‘:‘?l'mh:dof b&? zg:?flrt ©) WE ALSO HAVE A DISPLAY OF THE A BOVE MODELS AT OUR -
o R g ' ) = i i . - el
‘: m '-:.“J:ﬁ‘::;:?.":’ﬁ';é‘.‘.il’i.ﬁ'&'}:'; the mandate of the Government was Q@ ’ :
3] woe™ ™ oxhausted and that he must go to © KiNT STREET SHOW ROOMS,
4 IN MARCH 1852 the cwgnttlyhfor a fresh mand{ate. P 3
[ Stadho . B., wrot In 1896 the two issues before { ;
‘t u.'._g.’s:m d,u,, lh:,',:a ",:,.“. the people were the Manitoba (f)
A “:3.- being obliged to sit - School Question and the Tariff, the > < \ .
inbed to ";'5,";,"1‘;.';,“&, first thing being the more impor- ©
;h.‘:"d‘:'ih.f..i‘i‘.'.m Ratp's tant. Did the Right Hon. Sir Wil- %)
.luin?leu was recommended frid Laurier—after the Manitoba o W4
L et e e etefor | School Question was adjusted and L) B ¥ ) i :
i Vb cod after the Tariff lm;‘le be&n revised!. © - ‘
Wh need a coug. % ]as it was by the then Minister o >4 ’ {
“"”":,":‘,:::u"',,'::"f,' e Lo Finance, take the view, or would - e
st 4 he have accepted the contention,| B)) ¢
The Canadian Dru:i?.. I.lnlt‘osd that his date was éth l.n, 4 : i
St. Joha, N, and that he was not to continue| ' ' & e e R TR A LA :
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