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£ from Preparedness, Befeat and Disaster from Lack of"
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‘Who Are Ready

Llfe Are T hos _ ,

Though war nor no  known aunrnl were in
v question
But that def arations,
Should be lllinhinod uunbld and’ collected,
b As were a war in expectation,”’—Henry, V.

HAKHSPFEARR lived in .a time of
glorious enterprlsc and ,conquut. He
was so thoroughly of his time that he
comld not but give expression to its
trend and to the development of the
empire,
"His thought was not narrowed to
his own-land, but was affected by fit,
amd, as he took material of all times
and afl places and moulded it into drama, comedy or
tragedy, he breught out the fundamental and univer-
pal truth that the nations as well as the individuals
who were ready for emergencies were the oties who
‘were able to defend their rights and to win victories.
| It 1s not always material readiness tha¢ ceunts the
‘most, althongh Shakespeare,.a man of practical wis-
'dom as well as a poet, by no means despises that, hut
pre-emlnently ‘the readiness of epirit and resource
‘tlut can use equipment or. do, without it if need be.
It is the ready man that carries the day; it is the
vacillating, unprepared man who inevitably suffers
defeéat, and while one weeps for his self-invited dis-
aster he may at the same time draw his lesgen there-
|from, ;
¢ In the drama of "King .’Iohn" word reaches tho.
ing of France and others that the English are at
hand. :

‘“How much unlook’d for is this expedition!” erles

q *Poace itself should not'so dull a Hn.don
-

King Philip, and Austria replies with the encour<

agement:—
“By how much unexpected, by so much
R We must'awake endeaver for detem.
-J For coutage mounteth with coeulon.
* Let them be welcome then; we are prepar'd.”
" Later, when Prince - Arthur of Bretagne, rightful
helr to the throne of England, has been made pris-.

oner and carried to Bngland by King John. this

manlrch receives word that—

“Never such a power -

-\ 'For any foreign preparation
1 Was levied ir the land or body. of & 'land..
The copy ¢ your speed is learned.by them;

n
#%or wiien. yiou should be told théy de prepare, .

- 'ghe tidingp come that,they are all arriv'd.”
',mia was the unwelcome news ' from' France, eo
. wiick King John replied:— ¢
@i, where hath our intelligence been drunk?
Where hath it siept? Where is my mether's care,

. That auch an army could be drawn in B‘tnca,
J'‘And she not hear of it?”

4:1411.}, re s

Bastard, nephew of King John. is unt with this
message:—
"Hehprem’d.mdmmhom
This spish and unmannerly approach,

This harness’d masque and unadvised revel, ?‘? é"

; f This unheard sauciness and boyish treops,

Re i - The king doth smile at; and is well prepar'd »
..~ To whip this dwarfish war, these pigmy arms,

«  From out the circle of his territories.”

In the Jerusalem Chamber of Westminster King
Henry IV, who faces a rebellion headed by noumu'
thus speaks:—

- “Now, lords, if God doth give successtul end
.~ o this debate that biéedeth at our doors
 (We will our youth lead on to higher flelds,
> “(And draw no swerds but what are sanctitied.,
7 @ur navy is address'd, our peeple cellected,
Our substitutes in absence well invested,
And everything lies level to our wish;
Only we want a little personal strength,

‘And pause us till these rebels, now afoot,

C. Oome underneath the yoke of government. s

When the King weat forth against the opposing
factions Te led his army in person, “with strong and
mighty préparation, accompanied by his son, ths
nimble:footed madcap Prince of Wales.”

“All furnisi’d, all in arms;

1 'All plumed like esiridges that with the wind

Bate it; like eagles having lately bathed;

' Glittering in golden coats like images;
' 'As-tull of spirit as the month of May
, ‘And gorgeous as the sun dt midsummer;

Wanton as youthful goats, wild as young bulls.”

On the opposing side Houpnr equlpped hh forces
to; méet this onslaught:— . ! X
N ke o proteu not ulklns, only t,hls

Yt each man'do’ his best, anid here draw !

SO A lword whou temper 1 {ntend to, -um
With the best bleed that 1'can meet withal .
| In'the. ndventuro ot this pefilotis/day

|, Now'fer, our: consciences; tiie arms are m.—

" When the inteht of bearing them 18 5\",'”"

Btgl‘)t IV having  fallen; his son, the: wiid and
prani o Prifice of:Wiles, asserted that heé “would
moe expecuuon of the world! and “‘choose meh
limbs. “’.g. noble counsel;” Y. £

t the great body of our
‘l ' qual rank with the best govern'd nation;
§ mhﬂwm‘wcmamn‘m ﬂizzo
‘things acquainted and famfliar to us,”
ﬁamzmﬂ-mcotmcamyv the
!ﬂuﬂm of war with France was mooted.  The
King, he was only twenty-six. years oid, bad
hh ‘councillors about his right to the crown of
. Al nmhimm-umﬁhhrllm with
armed t:ml.
| Bays Exeter:— :
“Your brother kings and monarehs of the n.-m
De all xpect that you should rouse yourselt, .. ..
MMhMrumorym_bM; _ i

rretv e v J oyl
’ g

' “Bleeping neglection doth betray to loss
The cohquest of our-scarce-cold conqueror,”
as stanch Sir-William Lucy put it
Felrtul, tuln; hearted Henry, deslmig peace nt
a bargnln1wnh Bdward of York to
gdam to him. if only,,'hq“pught .be per-
gpend the rest of his nte.unmlesw.-
shalt.thou be sefe?” demswnds his angry
Queen . when she learns e has baitered away ho
birthright of thelr son.
“Such safety finds. t.ho erembling Yamb (.nvlroned wim
walves,
Had I been there, which am a silly woman,
‘The soldiers should have tossed me on thelr pikes

They know ,your Grace ‘hatk etuao “and means and # Before 1 would have granted to that act.

might*’ /

To which. the Klng replied:— v

Tuwe must not enly arm tinvade the French,
But lay dewn our proportions to detend
Agninst the Seot, who :will makd road upon us
With all’ advantages.”

But thou prefer'st thy Hfe before thine honour.”
Edward was of different mettle:—
“Yet am I arm’'d against the worst can happen,
‘And haste 1s neaedful in this desperao ¢ase.
Go levy men and make prepure tor war”

 The unprepared Henry easily fell a victim to this --

The 'Archbishop ' of Oanterbury . concluded hiy / mn. despite the cmergies of his wife,

_speech 'with the spirited admaonition:—*
“Divide your lnnr "agland into four;
Whereof take you quarter iato Fri
And you  withal shall make all Gallia shake.:

If ‘we, with t:hrlg:e such powers left at home,
Cannot defend our own doors from the dog, ‘

\ Let us be worried, and our nation lose s J
The name of hardiness and polley.”

Thus ‘advised, Henry, who as Prince of Wales
had been noted for his frivelity and imdifference to
public affairs, assérted that he would “bend France
to his awe or, break it all to pleces,” and called in
the. French ambassadors, :who brought him this mes-
sage from thelr D;uphln —

“Your.Highness, lately sending inte France,

*" Did.clajm some certain dukedems im the right (

’

X ' Of your great prqloces.or. Edward IIL., '
& In answer of which elaim the prince, eur master, /

,Bays that yon savopr too much of your youth,

4 /Aza'bids you be advised there's neught in France '
That can be with a nimble gaillard won; /

You cannot revel into dukedoms there,
He therefore sends you, meeter for your spirit.
This tun of treasure, and in lieu of this
Desires you let the dukedomss that you claim
.+ Hedr no more of you."
“What treasupe, unch?" {nquires tho mmy King.

“Tennis balls, my' liege,” the Duke ot tnhr fn. -

forms’ him,
“We are glad the Dauphin is so pleuuxt wlth us,”

replies the King. i
“His present and your pains we thulk nu fqr. b
When we have matched our rackets to these \unn o

We wil], in France, by: Ged's grace, pldy a set”

fhall strike his father’s crewm into'the hazard.

Tell him ke hath made mateh with such a wrangler '
That all the courts ef France wmbodhtnmd s
Witk chases. And wo understand him well, £

How he comes o'er us with our wilder days, m
I (g

Neot measuring what nse we mads of them.
But tell the Douphin T wilkizeop my stgte,
Bouhamzndobw*nullf
Whmldonuo-otlmﬂnuotm‘: e u
hrhenlnnhﬂwﬂm s
‘And ploldel liks & manasfor werkingdays;

. But I will rise these with so-full a glory.
Tntlwmduulonul:hoey-ot!‘l'nm..gL

o 8 & 0 .8 8 2 &

And tel] the pleasant Prince this-meckrof his "™

After the Dauphin has made great headway, the rd Hath tore'd his balls to gun-stomes.”

The King made goed his wewrds and the French,
mmdmmmmomum“modum

10
§-" ‘paredness,” felt the full fewce of his threat. The

King admonished his lords to

“e ‘e ‘s Omit no happy heur

That may give furtherance to eur expedition.
Therefore let our preportiens for these wars
Be ‘soon collected and all things thought upon
That may with reasonable swifiness add

},‘ More feathers to our wings.”
I

n the secend act of this play Chorus chants. the
martial spirtt of Dngland.
“Now all the yeuth of England are on fire,
And silken dalliance in the wardrobe lies.
Now thrive the armourers, and henour'’s theught
Reigns solely in the breaat ef every man.
They sell the pasture now to buy the horse;
Feor now sits Expectatien in the air .
And hides a sword from hiits unte the point
With crowns imperial, crowns and coronets,
Promised to Harry and his followers.
The French, advised by good intelligence
Of_this most dreadful preparation,
Shake in their fear, and with pale policy
Seek to divert the English purposes. -
O England, model to'thy inward greatness,
Like little body with'a mighty heart,
What mightest thou do’ that honor would thee do
Were all'thy children kind and natural!” :
Hearing that .the English are coming with full
power against the French, the Dauphin, discussing
the matter with his father, says:— 5
+1t-18 ‘most nieet we arm.us ‘gainst the foe;
gqr pedide itself should not so dull a kingdoin,
'hou‘h war nor,no known quarrel were in question,
But_thaf detencel. mlisters, preparations
8hould; be ‘maintained mbled dnd collected
As. wéro a war in expectation. ¥
'.t‘heretol‘e 1 say 'ts meet we' dll.go torth
Toview. the sick and feeble parts of France,
Ald let us with no show \of fear— .
No; no more than if we Heard that Eugland
Were busted with & wmuun morﬂs dance.”'

The Constable of France urges that the Engmh’
.are nat to be taken so lightly. The Dauphin refuses
Lwgencles.
+his nl'f 8.

P ‘waunts Titis alsmisses the matter with a wave of his

o dgrée with him, but admits that
' “In cases of. dotencq 'tis best to welgh
The enemy more mighty than he seems.”
m;lqllh It appear before Harfleur,

_“Once more unto the breath, dear friends, ance more.,

Or close the wall up with our English dead,
In peace thiere's nothing so becomes & man .
As modest: stiliness and l@mlllty L o
But when the blast of war blmu our.ears.
Then imitate the action of the tiger—
gtiffen the slnews, summon up the blood."”

1In the splendid days of He
porne its frutt, but slacks

s
s

fotirisiied during thaus

Ambitious Richard IIL's brief relxn fell before -

I Y e
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care-of-iteelf. life 'was over. ' Timon, ,nobk Timon,
becamie an outcast through unpreparedness. !
Admonitions’ to preparednéss in Sha e Are

nearly always based on the demands:qf | g § 159

“Set honour in one eye and death in r.he other, +

. And I will.logl'on both indifferently:

4 For, let the 80ds 80 speed me as.I love &

{ The name of hgnour more than Lfear death.”'

Soghpeuu Brutus:in *Julius Caesar
replies:i— 4
“Well, honnﬂ 18 the subject of m}mry-—
X;cannot think what yeu and other nién .
Thinfk'of this life; but for my gingh self, .

.'T bad as llef not be as live to-be o
: n awe of such & thing as'l myselt.” ¢
. = - ’ N
“Brutus had rather be a villager 3 v

Than to repute himself a son~of Rome
Under these hard (‘ondmm:s -ag this time' “:)
Ts like to lav upon usgi?t
8o -speaks ‘Brutus on this occnlon. ‘and later cad- !
siug, still stirring’ the feeling unlnst Caesar, bursts .
outi— . >

Mr. George Rumald as Henry V. Shakespearc’s typical man of action. W

ot the collectivm of Evert Junsen Weudell

the vigorous onslaught of the Rarl-*of Richmond,
later Henry VIL

When the Earl led his forces nga!nst those ot
Richard he exhorted them:—

“In God’s name, cheerly on, coumgeous friend.

To reap the fortune of perpetual peace

By this one bloody trial of sharp war."”

Richard, too, hard pressed and suffering from
many deserters, made such preparations as were
possible.

“Up with the tent. Come, noble gzentlemen.
Let us survey the vantage of the ground:
Let's want no discipline, make no delay;
For, lords, to-morrow is a busy day.”

On the other side of the fleld Richmond carefully
made . bis arrangements.

“8ir Wililam Brandon, you shall bear my standurd.
Give me some ink and paper in my tent—

I'll draw the model and the form of battle,
Limit cadh leader to Lils several charge
And part in just proportion our small power."”

Whereupon Hichmond skilfvily assigned the com-
mands to his various nobles foy the morrow’s battle.

Tinton of Athens is held ap by Shakespeare a8 ad .
example of the man who, easy going, amiable and

#And why éhould Caesar be a tyrant, then?

Poor man! I know he would not be a woif,

But that he sees the Romans are but sheep;

He were not lion were not Romans hinds.

Those that with haste will make a mighty fire

Begin it with weak straws; what trash is Rome,

What rubbish and what offal when it serves

for the base matter to illumindfe 4 & © '

So vile a thing as Caesar!”

Weakness in Shakespeare's presentation invites at-
tack and disaster. The spirit that moves, that oc-
complishes, is the one which bids mien ‘gtrive with
things impossible and get the better of them, An-
tony, alert tofiew dangers after the death of Caesar,
called Octavius® attention to essentials,

“And now Octavius, Brutus and Cassius |

Are levying powers; we must straight make head.

Therefore let our alliance be combin'd,

Our best friends mnde and our best means stretch’'d
out,

And let us presently go sit In co\mcﬂ

How covert matters may be best disclos'd,

And open perils sm;gqt answered.”

“Letyus do 5o fornve dire at the stake

And p&y'd sibolit with many enemies;

popular, neglects to prepare himself agalnstiemer<d ‘And some” “‘that. dtile have in their hearts, I fear,

A% 'many times ad"he b

&'nd n:d an easy tribute to his stewurd’s honesty

“fand a pro!elslon of bellef that sl is gofng well, "ln
o lsome sart, these wants of mine are crowned,” pro-

ests Timon to the upbraidings of Flavius.
#“Phat | account them blessings; for Ly these

.8hall I try friends. You shall perceive how you
- ‘Mistake my fortunes; I am wealthy in my friends.”

How poorly this ronfidence serves is showh when

Vi prepared.nm had 7 {8 servant, having made the rounds of those whom °

His faithful steward begs his nttent:cm tu“; "

. Ailitong pt mischief.” &
" 8o .Octaviusgnew! Antony.
‘Brutus discerns the- ‘man who moroly ulks for
{ shogv from bim who makes tendy with his henyt for
the “ordeal Yefore him:* §
“Phere are no tricks in plain And simple faith;
But hollow men, llke horses hot at hand,
Make gallant show and promise of their mettie}
But when they should endure the bloody spur
They fall their crests, and like deceitful jades
Sink in the trial”, ~* ¥

Urging the forward march to FPhilippi, Brutus

mou had Lefriended, returns empty handed save ' aysi—

r poor excuses.

infancy of the weak Ml; B‘tff"ﬁl-. and hig feabld 7 ﬁapeciallv upon; bare friendship,” one put it.

Mn. ) ¥

The easy, supshod. generous, let-to-morrow-take-

“This is no time to lend money,

“Our leglons are brim full, our cause s ripe;
The enemy increaseth every day,

’A.nd Cassius A

Orlououqu'n&u-.". rit
“Now, Anu-y,mﬁop’-” y

el

But kmthmh-ndumm' ¥

V ¢

¢
o
'‘Answering before we do demand of' W’.
Antoxy:—

" With fearful bnﬂry &hklncrbv w

Te fasten in our thoughts thlt thcy Imm
", But'tiy net-ne® A
A messenger enters, cryln".—

Their bloody sign of battle is hung.

% i
e 4% 'And something to be done tmmediately. '(
Octavius:—"Stir not until the signal.” .. A

~—*“Words before blows; is it so,: m
Octavius:—*Not that we love worﬂl mf‘“m
Bruum- “Good words are better thun bm! i!!m

Oectavius,”
Casstug:— - : v S aRET

L& A

', “Antony,
X The pesture of your blows 15 yet: mixmma
But for your words they rob the Bybh M
¢ And leave them boneyless.” . . d
Anw—"Notdhden too" do W R
* Brotus:— e

\ j; “0, yes, and-soundiess, too;

¢ For you have stolen their bugzing, Anenm, '
'And very wisely threat befors you stag® - h -
.Hurllng defiance, Octavius says:— e
~ “If yeu dare fight to-day come to the. fleld;
If not, when youshave stomachs.”
The forces of Brutus and Cassins make the!r stand
Ounesius:—
} “Now, most nable Brutus,

, Thogods to-day stand' triendly, imt we mey,

Levers in peace, lead on our days to age.

But sinoe-the affaire of men rest still.uncertain,

wsmmmowmtthatmmn“ w

" The.terrible tragedy of Macbeth opens with the re-
port ot thc happenings of ‘war_ in the field.. ‘King
Duncan, eager to know how fares lm ‘side, resetves
this news from the thane of ‘Ross: e 1R
V“From Fife, where the Norweyan bumm flont
the eky and fan our people cold.”’ Norway assisted

' by disloyal Cawder &ud begun a dismal confiict—
..., “Till that Bellana's brid

oom. lapped in proot,
_ { Comfronted with nl-eenpnh
0 }'anwt. rebellious m u‘mthrm.
jOCusbing kls taviah spirit; and tocone!ude. !
The vietery feldon ne—"'
~Vimrrﬁat feil as the result of preplnuon. “pe(n‘l
m,»m.cm appreciated the value ot pteptred
ness, of backing up, one's desire with matothl sup-
port. She asks her halting husband:—
“Art thou afeard,
To be the same In thine own act ‘gnd ‘va
As thou art in deatre? Wouldst thou have that
Whichnthou esteemest the ornament of life,
And live a coward in thine own esteem,
Letting ‘I date not’ wait upon ‘I would,’
Like the poor cat'{* the adage?”’
(When Macbeth retorts that he dares do an that
may become a man and that he who dares do more is
nene, she demands:—

“What beast was't then
That made you break this enterprise to mre?
When you duret do it then you were & man;
And to be inore than what you were you would
Be so much mowe the man., Nor time, nor piace
Did then adhere, and yet you would make doth:
. They have made themselves, and that their ¢it-

lg',; ness now

Does unmake you.” . F
Macbheth himeelf later says to Banque:—
“Being unprepared, ... |
Our will became the servant to defeet,’
Which else should free bave wronght.”

¢

'~ weThe attempt and not the deed” is the great tripedy

of failure,
Macduff goes to pray the King of Kngland to wake

/ Northumberland and wartike S8iward;

“That by the help of these, with Him sbove

To ratify the work, we may again

(tive to our tables meat, sleep to our nights,

Free trom our feasts and banquets bleody kndwes,

Do faithful homage and receive free holouu,

All of which'sve pine for new." X
Macbeth is a prey to unpreparedness. He m ]

the prophecies of the witches, to -upeﬂmmm hmm.

to protect him in his kingdom, Occasionally he has
glimpses of the need for something more,'s realimtidn’

of the fact that “the flighty purpose mever is O'M

unless the deed go with it. From '.h!l meneent

very firstlings of my heart shall be ti.e  Zivstihigs of

my hand. And even now, to crowa, D}M "ﬁ

acts, be it thought and done:—

“The castle of Macduff 1. will surprise;

Seize upon Fife ® *  No boasting- l!ko a fooly

This do&lllldobatohmypumoncbvl IR
Maebeth had trusted to the propheéy that he should

not be in danger until the “woods of Birnam came t5

Dunsingne.” When the soldiers -dn the doughy of

Birnam wood and advance his comrage talls, - got ¢

tardlly he takes what measure of pnﬂn.ﬁo}i he
mayi—
““Hang\out our bamness on the outward wm-
The cry ia still “They come!' Our castle's M
Wil laugh a siege to scorn!” ¥ y
And when he faces wronged Maolaff:—
“T will not yaid,
To kiss the greund before young Malcolim's M
And to be balted with the rabble’'s curwe.
Though Birnam wood be come to Dussinane,
And theu oppos’d being of 1o woman born,
Yet I wiil try the last: before

I throw my warlike ehfeld: uy‘!u?‘g«ur s

Aud damn’d be him that first cnq, 'nou. nndl"'

2 .,.»‘:




